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Grow in Grace
Continuing Education Update
Grow in Grace, the institute for continuing  
education, is pleased to announce course informa-
tion for 2012, information on the Hebrew review 
and institute coming to Mequon, and continuing  
education scholarship details. 

Winterim courses are being held January 9-20, 
2012. Space has been made available in all on- 
campus courses for called workers who would  
like to attend. In addition, three online courses  
will be available during the spring semester: Study 
of Song of Songs, 
Leadership in Paul, 
and Freshness and 
Variety in Proclaiming 
Law & Gospel.

Course information 
and registration for Summer Quarter 2012 
is also now available on the Grow in Grace 
Web site. One-, two-, and three-week courses 
will be offered on-campus June 18 through July 
6. Four online courses will be offered June 11 
through August 10. Contemporary Issues in Bible  
Translation will also be our first hybrid course 
with both online and on-campus components. In  
addition the Hebrew Review 2012 and Hebrew  
Institute 2012 will now be offered in Mequon  
every other year (as well as every year in New Ulm).

Detailed course information and registration 
instructions for all continuing education courses 
as well as matching scholarship information can 
be found online at the Grow in Grace Web site,  
www.wlsce.net.

If you have any questions or need help accessing 
any of our online resources, please contact Prof. Rich  
Gurgel at  262.242.8181 or gurgelr@wls.wels.net.

Bible Translation Symposium 
Representatives from the 12 districts met with 
the Translation Evaluation Committee (TEC) in 
early January. The symposium was aimed at  
building consensus on the principles of  
translation in the hopes that they will guide  
delegates in choosing a new translation.

The group was gathered by invitation and  
included two representatives from each district 
(appointed by their district president), the TEC, 
the Translation Feasibility Committee, and  

representatives from each area of ministry. The goal was to gather a group 
that represented all points of view and every area of synodical work.

Counting just over 40 men in attendance, the smaller symposium  
allowed for more discussion and the free exchange of ideas during  
plenary sessions as well as small group task/study work. 

The session focused on some of the complexities of translating the 
Word of God as well as some of the specific issues that have arisen in 
connection with the NIV11.

“Our sincere desire and prayer is that this conference will result in  
greater consensus—as well as areas in which more work needs to be  
done,” stated WLS President Paul Wendland, chairman of the TEC. “Our 
hope then would be that the representatives from each of the districts  
would return to their home ground and lead the discussions on the basis 
of this consensus.” 

At their conventions in the summer of 2012 all twelve districts will vote  
on which translation is to be used in synodical publications. A ballot 
will be prepared by the synod praesidium. The 2011 synod convention  
specified that a 2/3 majority of all votes cast would be required for any 
translation to be selected.

WELS President Mark Schroeder notes, “Our synod has been blessed 
with a unified and unwavering commitment to the sola scriptura  
principle of the Reformation. We pray that whatever translation is  
finally selected, we will continue in that commitment to treasure every 
word of the Scriptures for what it is, the Word of God himself.” 



At Home

Abroad

Ministerial Education Enrollment Statistics  
Although enrollment figures at WLS are in decline, there are encouraging 
signs at each of our sister institutions. Enrollment figures at Luther  
Preparatory School, Michigan Lutheran Seminary, and Martin Luther College 
are up for the 2011-2012 school year. 

Particularly worthy of note for WLS is the fact that freshman enrollment 
in the pre-seminary program at our college of ministry, Martin Luther  
College, experienced a more than 50% increase over the previous fall. At 
this writing, the freshman class of pre-seminary students numbers 48 men.  
In addition, the pre-seminary sophomore class has increased in size slightly 
and now numbers 33 students. The junior and senior pre-seminary classes 
are at 37 and 36 respectively as the fall semester ends.

We are thankful for the partnership we share with our sister schools and 
ask God to continue to bless their important work.

Africa Regional CELC Meeting
The Lutheran Church of Central Africa (LCCA) will, for the first time, host 
their brothers from the West African countries of Nigeria and Cameroon 
for a conference this April. This regional conference of the Confessional  
Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) will bring synodical leaders from  
All Saints Lutheran Church and Christ the King Lutheran Church in  
Nigeria and the Lutheran Church of Cameroon to the LCCA seminary located  
in Lusaka, Zambia. 

The primary purpose of the conference will be to offer mutual  
encouragement and opportunities for spiritual growth to the called leaders 
of these church bodies. However, Pastor Dan Koelpin, administrator for 
WELS Board for World Missions, sees another important benefit as well.  
“I cannot help but think the visit will help stretch the West Africans to see the  
well-organized operations of the LCCA.” 

The conference will be followed by a course taught by WLS Prof. Ken Cher-
ney for the Greater Africa Theological Studies Institute (GRATSI). GRATSI 
is the more selective and advanced continuing education program of the 
LCCA. Developed through a joint effort by the LCCA and the Pastoral Stud-
ies Institute of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, GRATSI offers a rigorous 
course of study for men desiring to become theological leaders in their 
national church body.

It is hoped that brothers from Cameroon and Nigeria will be encouraged to 
pursue continuing education in their own synod. Koelpin notes, “I am very 
excited for them to see the educational possibilities for themselves.”  

Mission and Ministry 2012
The annual Mission and Ministry seminar is scheduled to take place  
February 7-9, 2012. Mission and Ministry is an opportunity for students 
to learn more about the work of WELS Home and World Missions and the 
services offered by WELS Congregation and Ministry Support Group. This 
year’s theme is See the Salvation of our God based on Psalm 98:3. 

The Seminary Fund 
supports the day-to-day operations of 
the seminary. Your gifts help ensure a 
high quality yet affordable education 
for our students. Gift reports through 
11.30.11 show:
• Unrestricted gifts totaled $92,480
• Permanently endowed gifts totaled 

$20,000

2011-2012 enrollment 
figures: 
34 juniors
22 middlers
30 seniors
35 vicars

Total enrollment: 125

The Scholarship Fund
provides financial assistance to 95% 
of seminary students. Gifts to the 
fund help ensure a well-prepared 
pastor for every pulpit. Gift reports 
through 11.30.11 show:

• Scholarship gifts totaled $143,416
• Permanently endowed scholarship 

gifts totaled  $24,558
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For more information on how you can  
support the global mission of the  

seminary or to schedule a presentation, 
please contact the office of mission  

advancement at 1.800.943.0167. To make 
an online gift, please see us at  

www.wls.wels.net.

Two men serving 
emergency calls.

Two men on leave  
of absence.


