
From the president
Thank you for your support: Lutheran writers Gerhardt and Prae-
torius gave the church enduring hymns that combined powerful poetry and 
confessional Lutheran theology. Gerhardt’s hymn “O Lord, How Shall I Meet 
You?” opened the MLC Christmas concert. Choirs also joined in Praetorius’s 
hymn “Born Is a Child in Bethlehem.” Scripturally sound hymns and carols 
filled the Chapel of the Christ. Singing Lutheran hymns, old and new, preserv-
ing confessional Lutheran doctrine, training Lutheran pastors, teachers, and 
staff ministers who love the good news of the Lord Jesus and want to share it 
with the world—these are foundational at Martin Luther College. And your 
support of this work is deeply appreciated.

 

Early childhood education: Early childhood education (ECE) ministries are booming in WELS congregations. 
This prompted the Conference of Presidents to request a larger number of ECE graduates to fill the teacher and director 
calls in the 400+ early childhood centers of the synod. Our current ECE training facility cannot accommodate this increas-
ing demand. Only some seniors can student teach at our center. No juniors can get their clinical experience at our center. 
And we can enroll no infants and toddlers in our facility, although ECE licensure requires infant and toddler experiences. 
A new Early Childhood Learning Center at MLC is essential for this synod ministry. Because renovation of the present 
facility would be too costly, the MLC Governing Board authorized the construction of a new center, with expenditures 
capped at $2.8 million. As we continue to model excellence in early childhood education for WELS congregations, this 
new center will also allow us to meet the professional education needs of our ECE majors, help unlicensed teachers earn 
their degrees and licenses, and provide continuing education for ECE teachers. The tentative timeline calls for demolition 
of the current building and the start of new construction in summer 2012. 

Let the Children Come: A new MLC Early Childhood Learning Center is integral to the needs of WELS expand-
ing ECE ministries. However, since it is beyond budgeted capital expenditures, MLC and the WELS Ministry for Christian 
Giving are partnering in a capital campaign to fund this project. Entitled Let the Children Come, this joint effort will allow 
our local congregations to reach out to more families with the gospel message. Watch for further details on this campaign.

Graduate studies: Ninety-five teachers and administrators are pursuing their Master of Science in Education degrees 
through MLC, with emphasis in instruction (32), leadership (36), special education (20), and educational technology (6). 
Three completed their degree requirements during the fall semester and will receive their diplomas in January. Jeff  
Loberger (Good Shepherd, Omaha NE) is on target to graduate this coming May, and has this to say about his experience: 
“This program has completely changed who I am and how I operate.” 

Continuing education: MLC offers many continuing education opportunities for WELS members seeking to grow 
in ministry, such as synod certification, chaplaincy certification, the educational technology certificate, post-baccalaureate 
licensure, early childhood courses, master’s degree program, and more. Sixteen course offerings in the above areas are 
available during the spring (January – May) semester. We are excited to be working with the WELS Commission on  
Lutheran Schools to carry out its plans for teacher mentoring, veteran teacher development, and leadership training  in  
accord with the 2011 synod resolution regarding the continuing education for WELS teachers. 
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If you have questions related to this report or other matters related to our ministry at  Martin Luther College, contact 
us at mlcinfo@mlc-wels.edu.

Martin Luther College gift report
        2011    (3-year average) 
        July - November  July - November

Unrestricted gifts (Used at MLC’s discretion)   $ 179,910 (54%)  $ 276,606 (38%)
Temporarily restricted gifts (Used only as designated)  $   98,164 (30%)  $ 160,598 (22%)
Permanently restricted gifts (Earnings used as designated) $   55,109 (16%)  $ 291,439 (40%)

Recruitment plan communicates positive statistics: MLC’s recruitment plan is emphasizing four major mes-
sages: 1. The Lord has bestowed wonderful blessings on WELS full time ministries. 2. Students who are unsure about public 
ministry as a vocation are encouraged to enroll at MLC, knowing they will receive a rigorous Christian education as they pray 
and ponder God’s direction for their lives. 3. MLC provides increasingly competitive financial assistance. (WELS provides 
substantial subsidy. Loan repayments by our students are some of the best in the country. Approximately 33% of our students 
graduate with no debt. Room and board charges are in the ten lowest in the U.S., according to US News & World Report.) 4. 
In the last five years, 91% of the education students who desire a call after graduation are placed. To receive more informa-
tion for prospective MLC students or to arrange campus visits, contact our MLC Admissions Office.

December graduation: On December 15, 19 students received their Bachelor of Science degrees in the following  
areas: Early Childhood Education – 7,  Elementary Education – 6, Secondary Education – 2,  Early Childhood  and Elemen-
tary Education – 1, Educational Studies – 2,  and Staff Ministry – 1. Two graduates elected international service and two 
candidates from previous classes were assigned. Visit the MLC website for updated lists of assignments. 

Tuition Freedom Day: On December 7, MLC celebrated its inaugural Tuition Freedom Day. Students pay approxi-
mately 50% of the total cost of ministry training. The remainder comes from MLC’s synod subsidy/congregational mission 
offerings (25%), donor-funded scholarships and grants (15%), and government grants (10%). Tuition Freedom Day is the first 
day on which the average student has met all financial obligations for the cost of college. To show their appreciation, students 
signed large thank-you cards that will be displayed at various college events, expressed their thanks on a video soon to be 
posted on our website, and wrote almost 400 thank-you cards that were mailed to donors. 

Mandarin instruction: MLC will begin offering Mandarin instruction in the 2012-2013 academic year. MLC thanks 
the Antioch II Foundation for the generous grant that is funding this pilot project. Through this instruction and other experien-
tial learning activities, we seek to develop a cadre of WELS called workers with interest and experiences in Chinese history, 
culture, philosophy, and language. 

One Generation to Another: An additional exciting venture at MLC is a senior housing facility being built on the 
same block as the new Early Childhood Learning Center. The land will be leased from WELS. Doneff Companies will be 
the developer, and The Lutheran Home Association will manage the facility. The linking of the two centers and the college, 
only four blocks away, will “provide a marvelous symbiotic blessing,” says MLC President Mark Zarling. We foresee many 
avenues of intergenerational ministry, as “one generation will commend your works to another” (Psalm 145). Construction 
could begin as early as summer 2012. 
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