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Minutes of the 

South Central District 

Pastor-Teacher-Lay Delegate Conference 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Duncanville, TX 

January 19-20, 2012 

 
Thursday, January 19Thursday, January 19Thursday, January 19Thursday, January 19    

 

Our conference opened at 10am with Divine Service under the theme: “The Believer’s Song:  Hosanna 
in the Highest” (Worship for this conference centered on the liturgical canticles.).  Pastor Benjamin 
Tomczak presided.  Pr. Steve Dorn preached on Luke 19:37-40 and the Palm Sunday songs of praise, 
which we sing because of Christ.  Those attending were fed on the body and blood of Christ. 
 
After a brief break, Pastor Larry Schlomer called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. 
Present were 92 pastors, teachers, staff ministers, delegates, guests and others, as follows: 35 pastors; 
4 vicars; 6 teachers, 5 staff ministers, 28 delegates, and 14 guests.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda 
was adopted and the conference began. 
 
District President Glaeske began his report (written and available online).  After he read his report, we 
began the discussion of Pres. Glaeske’s report.   Questions were asked and discussion had concerning: 
 

� the Translation Symposium held at Mequon (point 8 in Pres. Glaeske’s report).  The report 
(made by another DP) indicated the NIV2011 translation receiving a wide margin of 
favorability.  A District member who attended the symposium disputed the characterization of 
Pres. Petermann’s report of a “wide margin” of preference for the NIV2011.  Another pointed 
out the careful language:  that the voting was based on certain, specific studied passages (none 
of which were disputed passages).  It was noted that no one at the Symposium thought, “Well, 
now we’re going with NIV2011.” 

� the progress of the “Time of Grace” situation (point 10 in Pres. Glaeske’s report).  Pres. Glaeske 
reported that the real meaning of RSO, that is, what it means to the LC-MS (officially and 
unofficially) is a major point to be figured out.  On paper it says, “RSO’s must conform to the 
LC-MS constitution and doctrine and practice.”  But that has not always been upheld.  New 
leadership in Missouri (Pres. Harrison) seems to be going back in the direction of doing what is 
written on paper, which may mean RSO does imply a fellowship relationship. 

 
After a few minutes of discussion of Pres. Glaeske’s report, Pr. Dorn prayed us to lunch. 
 
Following the meal, Pr. Jeremy Belter led us in a devotion on the Gloria (Luke 2:13-14). 
 
After the devotion, Pres. Glaeske retook the floor to finish his report and deal with any questions and 
comments from the floor.  There were none.  Chairman Schlomer once more thanked Pres. Glaeske for 
his years of service as District President (see point 14 in Pres. Glaeske’s report, where he asked the 
District to not renominate him this summer at District Convention). 
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Following Pres. Glaeske’s report, we heard other reports from District and Synodical reporters. 
 

� Pr. Pr. Pr. Pr. Mark Schroeder (Synod President)Mark Schroeder (Synod President)Mark Schroeder (Synod President)Mark Schroeder (Synod President) gave an oral report on all things synodical and handled 
questions on a variety of topics. 

o He focused on some of the difficulties we face as a Synod. 
� He discussed Mr. Joel Hochmuth and his dismissal.  Mr. Hochmuth confessed (to 

his pastors and to the court), repented, and was absolved.  He was not using 
synodical equipment to obtain the sinful materials, nor is the Synod paying his 
defense.  A question was asked about his “not guilty” plea in court.  Following 
legal advice, he pled this way to facilitate plea bargaining. 

� He informed us how it came about that we own two Synod Administration 
Buildings and how we’re trying to get back to having one.  After telling the 
whole story, Pres. Schroeder informed us that both properties have been put on 
the market.  Whichever one sells first, the other becomes Synod Headquarters. 

o He talked about some challenges before us. 
� He touched on the translation issue set off by the release of the NIV2011.  The 

Translation Evaluation Committee unofficially opines that the Synod will not 
coalesce around NIV2011.  They also feel that this summer may be too soon for 
us (the Synod) to make a decision.  Also, it turns out that NIV1984 can be used in 
almost all current NPH publications, so it’s not accurate to say “We’ve got to do 
something now.”  He made mention also of the Translation Feasibility 
Committee, discussing whether we should do our own, Lutheran translation.  He 
felt that we should at least try it.  A representative of the TFC clarified that the 
committee sees this as more of a long-term possibility. 

� CMO subscriptions then came up for discussion.  Last year (2011) we came up 
about $340,000 short (in a budget of just over $20,000,000). 

o He talked about some opportunities. 
� Areas of ministry are working on the strategies to carry out the goals of the 

long-range plan (“In Christ Alone,” through 2017). 
� We have increased manpower in China.  We actually have more people there 

(over 70 – students, missionaries) than we ever have in one country. 
� Our schools are strong and stable.  Prep school enrollment has increased.  MLC 

prepares to build a new Early Childhood Center.  The Seminary will be dealing 
with some smaller classes over the next couple of years.  Silver lining: this 
creates a few more vacancies and a little more movement, which can be good. 

o The last minutes of his time he dedicated to receiving some questions.   
� Have the Sem profs been approached about Bible translations?  Sure, they’ve been 

considered, but their loads are already almost too heavy. 
� Can you talk about free conferences and discussions with the Missouri Synod?  They’ve 

been going on and they’re good.  Probably a few more will be happening.  This 
fulfills the sense of the resolution that terminated fellowship between the two 
Synods in 1961: to talk about the things we need to talk about so that we can, 
perhaps, restore the broken unity.  Other than Pres. Schroeder getting to know 
Pres. Harrison personally and talking now and again, nothing formal has taken 
place between Synods.  Perhaps sometime soon our CICR and theirs should get 
together and hammer out what things we should talk about. 

� Teacher Jim Henrickson (Teacher Jim Henrickson (Teacher Jim Henrickson (Teacher Jim Henrickson (Commission on Commission on Commission on Commission on Lutheran Schools)Lutheran Schools)Lutheran Schools)Lutheran Schools) spoke quickly on all things 
Lutheran schools.    

o A call was extended and accepted to oversee early childhood ministry.    
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o CLS continues to work on more formalized mentoring relationships for teachers and 
principals and developing continuing education plans for teachers.    

o Enrollment at WELS schools increased at all levels last year.    
o Standardized test scores came in and WELS students are well above national norms.    

� Prof. Andrew Naumann (MLS and Ministerial Education)Prof. Andrew Naumann (MLS and Ministerial Education)Prof. Andrew Naumann (MLS and Ministerial Education)Prof. Andrew Naumann (MLS and Ministerial Education) represented our ministerial education 
system and gave an oral report.  Printed reports came from MLS, MLC, and the Seminary.    

� Mr. Bill Meier (Kingdom Workers)Mr. Bill Meier (Kingdom Workers)Mr. Bill Meier (Kingdom Workers)Mr. Bill Meier (Kingdom Workers) gave an oral report on the work of WELS Kingdom Workers.    
o Full-time projects managers are hitting the ground in Malawi, Zambia, and Mexico.    
o They are working on a “discipleship tool” to aid people in understanding why they’re 

going where they’re going, what they’re doing, and then holding them accountable.    
� Mr. Vernon Caulk (Ministry of Christian Giving)Mr. Vernon Caulk (Ministry of Christian Giving)Mr. Vernon Caulk (Ministry of Christian Giving)Mr. Vernon Caulk (Ministry of Christian Giving) introduced himself as the new current giving 

counselor for the South Central and Arizona-California Districts. 
o Mr. Caulk identified two emphases.  First, his job as the current gift counselor getting to 

know people and helping them understanding how to use what God’s gifts  are to them 
o He also introduced the newest emphasis, a campaign to support the building of a new 

early childhood center at Martin Luther Children, “Let the Little Children Come.” 
o He praised the South Central District for having the highest per communicant giving 

when it came to CMO. 
o He informed us that Pr. Dave Liggett, the head of MCG, will be retiring this year and the 

COP’s Call process will begin soon. 
� Staff MinStaff MinStaff MinStaff Minister Josh Walker (ister Josh Walker (ister Josh Walker (ister Josh Walker (Youth and Family Ministry)Youth and Family Ministry)Youth and Family Ministry)Youth and Family Ministry) made his report.  He had three items: 

o The Y-Me Academy, a youth ministry program has been rolled out.  It’s a workshop that 
can be done sort of like a School of Outreach or Worship.  One will be held at the end of 
April at Immanuel, North Richland Hills. 

o He plugged the International Youth Rally in Knoxville.  He made available posters. 
o He reserved his greatest excitement for the Teen Camp at Camp Shiloh in June.  This 

year’s theme: “Out of Control.”  He had some posters and postcards available to 
publicize the camp and directed us to the Facebook page where people can register. 

� Pr. Jon Semro (Special MiniPr. Jon Semro (Special MiniPr. Jon Semro (Special MiniPr. Jon Semro (Special Ministries)stries)stries)stries) offered his report (orally and printed). 
o Special ministries deals with a lot of areas and Pastor Semro set up a table displaying 

some of the available special ministries materials. 
o He noted a website left off the report:  welsnurses.net for the WELS Nurses Association. 

� Pr. Nate Buege (Adult Discipleship)Pr. Nate Buege (Adult Discipleship)Pr. Nate Buege (Adult Discipleship)Pr. Nate Buege (Adult Discipleship) gave his report (orally and printed). 
o A marriage retreat approacheth:  October 2012 in Missouri City, TX. 
o He spoke about the Women’s Ministry Committee. Congregational visits are coming. 
o He reminded us that the Seminary has on-campus and on-line continuing ed 

opportunities available.  There are also plans for a Pastors’ Institute in August. 
o There’s also an online Bible study led by Pres. Mark Zarling (MLC) that just began on 

January 18.  Information about it was on the printed report. 
� PPPPr. Larry Schlomer (r. Larry Schlomer (r. Larry Schlomer (r. Larry Schlomer (chairman, Board for chairman, Board for chairman, Board for chairman, Board for World Missions)World Missions)World Missions)World Missions) gave an oral report on some things 

that aren’t supposed to be in written reports.  We heard, learned, and inwardly digested them 
without taking any notes. 
 

After these reports the conference took a break before starting our first essay. 
 
After break, Pr. Donald Patterson presented the first essay of our conference.  All the essays for this 
conference handle difficult moral/ethical topics in our ministries and lives.  Pr. Patterson’s essay 
focused on Christ-centered marriages, taking us through 1 Peter 3:1-7.  Discussion came throughout.   
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After another break, we paused with Pr. Patterson’s paper and continued with District and Synodical 
Reports.  We heard from 
 

� Pr. JPr. JPr. JPr. John Hering (Evangelism)ohn Hering (Evangelism)ohn Hering (Evangelism)ohn Hering (Evangelism) gave his breathless report on evangelism (oral and printed). 
� Pr. Brian Doebler (Worship)Pr. Brian Doebler (Worship)Pr. Brian Doebler (Worship)Pr. Brian Doebler (Worship) made his final report as District worship coordinator (oral and 

printed).  And, yes, the new Hymnsoft is coming, sometime, soon, probably, maybe. 
� Pr. Wayne Fischer (Camp Shiloh)Pr. Wayne Fischer (Camp Shiloh)Pr. Wayne Fischer (Camp Shiloh)Pr. Wayne Fischer (Camp Shiloh) represented Camp Shiloh with an oral and printed report and 

urged us to read the handout because all the camp’s programs are on there. 
� Pr. Benjamin Tomczak (District Secretary/Treasurer)Pr. Benjamin Tomczak (District Secretary/Treasurer)Pr. Benjamin Tomczak (District Secretary/Treasurer)Pr. Benjamin Tomczak (District Secretary/Treasurer) made his report as secretary and 

treasurer (oral and printed), listing income and expenses for the year, planned budget, the 
Lone Star CD, and some secretarial information. 

� Pr. Emeritus Jon Mahnke (China Partners)Pr. Emeritus Jon Mahnke (China Partners)Pr. Emeritus Jon Mahnke (China Partners)Pr. Emeritus Jon Mahnke (China Partners) reported (written, oral, and PowerPoint) on behalf 
of Pr. Emer. Jim Radloff about some of the amazing work being done in a certain, large, 
populous east Asian country. 

� Pr. Richard Kogler (WELS Foundation)Pr. Richard Kogler (WELS Foundation)Pr. Richard Kogler (WELS Foundation)Pr. Richard Kogler (WELS Foundation), our District’s new deferred giving counselor spoke on 
behalf of the Foundation. 

    
With the remaining time we finished discussing Pr. Patterson’s essay.  We thanked Pr. Patterson. 
 
Pr. Belter took us to recess and dinner with prayer. 

    
Friday, January 20Friday, January 20Friday, January 20Friday, January 20    

 

Pastor Guy Bergenthal began our session at 8:30 am with a devotion on the Agnus Dei (John 1:29). 
 
After devotion, we continued with our slate of essays.  Pr. Kevin Mau read our second essay of the 
conference describing pastoral responses to domestic violence and abuse.  Discussion followed.  We 
thanked Pr. Mau for his essay. 
 
Following a break, Pr. Nate Buege gave our conference’s third presentation, a study detailing how 
same sex marriage is really already here and how various religions and church bodies are handling 
the issues surrounding it.  Discussion followed.  We thanked Pr. Buege for his essay. 
 
Pr. Bergenthal prayed us to lunch. 
 
At 12:30pm, Pr. Nate Bourman turned our attention to the Create in Me (Psalm 51:10-12). 
 
We then continued with our final two essays.  Pr. Joseph Koelpin first read his essay giving us an 
Isagogical look at Paul’s letters focusing on how he talked about, thought about, and treated women.  
Discussion followed.  We thanked Pr. Koelpin for his essay. 
 
Then we heard from the other Pr. Koelpin, John Koelpin, who gave us an historical look at women in 
the Church throughout the ages.  Discussion followed.  We thanked Pr. Koelpin for his essay. 
 
Following discussion of the essay, we moved on to the final items of conference business. 
 

� Pr. Caleb Schoeneck gave the District Mission Board report (orally and printed). 
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� The offering totaling $685.00 was designated for King of Kings, Alexandria, LA to help in the 
rebuilding effort.  Another passing of the plate occurred during the closing devotion (Totaling 
$900, for a grand total of $1,585). 

� The Essay Committee announced January 2013’s essay theme:  “Lutheran Worship” and the 
following essays: 

� “The Temple Motif in Scripture and its impact on our theology of worship,” Pr. Andrew 
Schroer 

� “The Sermon in its Context,” Pr. Benjamin Tomczak 
� “What role does Formula of Concord X play in our discussions about freedom of 

worship?”, Pr. John Strackbein 
� “Augsburg Confession XXIV: The Mass – What does this mean?”, Pr. Dave Kapler 
� The body moved to accept the slate of essays, and did. 
� Essayists are reminded to keep their work to 12 written pages so that it can be read in 

about 45 minutes at normal reading speed. 
� Next year’s PTD Conference will be held January 17-18, 2013 at Camp Shiloh. 
� Thank yous were offered to Pastor Tomczak and St. Mark Lutheran Church, our presenters, our 

worship coordinator and worship leaders, essayists, and the various reporters.  
� Pres. Glaeske reminded us about the deadlines for submitting our 2011 statistics, that deadline 

is February 3, 2012 and can be done online and it’s very easy.  He also reminded us about the 
need to send in our CMO commitments, which are due at the end of this month.  

� The secretary also requests that all essayists, presenters, and reporters please email their 
materials to him for prompt web-posting. 

 
The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive them.  
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 3:23 pm. 
 
Following these final announcements, Pastor Andrew Retberg focused our minds on the Nunc Dimittis 
(Luke 1:29-32). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor Benjamin J. Tomczak, District Secretary 

 


