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Report to the South Central District  

Pastor,  Teacher, Delegate Conference 

Pastor Wayne L. Fischer, Director 

January, 2012 
 

 
Strengthening the Foundation for     
  Jesus’ Ministry at Camp Shiloh 
 

                                       In October each congregation was given a DVD to be played by November 13 to 
introduce our entire district to this debt elimination campaign at the same time.  Each congregation also received a 
supply of brochures to be handed out in conjunction with the showing of the DVD.  A bulletin insert was also sent 
to be used the week after the showing of the DVD.  If for some reason these haven’t yet been used, please do so 
soon.  Also an end of November report in the form of a chart was sent out in early December.  The end of 
December report chart is with this report.  Please be sure that these charts are shared with your congregations.  
We sincerely appreciate each of the gifts that has already been given – some of which are the first installment of 
several gifts.  We ask each WELS member in our South Central District to prayerfully consider a special gift for 
this campaign to eliminate debt so funding can go for ministry activities instead of debt retirement.  We also 
sincerely appreciate the generous donors who are matching all gifts given to this campaign – up to a total of 
$261,200.  These donors love the Lord and want to encourage their fellow believers to join in with a joyful 
response. 

 

Motel Suites Building Project 
God moved in the hearts of some donors to donate the material costs to enhance our facilities by building 10 
motel suites.  There will be a 4 unit building and a 6 unit building.  Each suite will have a kitchenette with a 2 
burner cook top, refrigerator, microwave, coffee maker and toaster; and to sleep a family of 4 there will be a 
queen sized bed and a sleeper sofa.  There will be 4 larger deluxe suites, and 6 regular suites.  The project is 
being done by Builders for Christ, with Bob Levenhagen as the project manager.  The work is scheduled to be 
done Monday to Friday from January 16 until sometime in April when work should be completed.  If you would like 
to come to help with construction please contact us so we can explore the possibilities. 
 

We will be serving a noon meal and morning break each Monday to Friday for 25-40 people.  This is being done 
NOT as a Camp Shiloh food service function, but as a BFC function.  BFC has rented the dining hall for their 
meals, as family reunions do.  That means that we can accept or do things that can’t be done as a food service 
function.  Therefore we are asking that you consider helping in one of the following ways.  

1. Make meals and freeze them and deliver them so they can be reheated as needed. 
2. Provide the makings for a meal or more. 
3. Provide coffee for beaks and meals. 
4. Provide snacks, cookies, desserts for breaks and meals. 
5. Provide funds for food goods.  

 

Revised Statements 
Our Board of Directors have been working on our mission statement.  After study and consideration, our Board 

adopted a new vision statement – which replaces our past mission statement.  It is: Camp Shiloh Lutheran 
Retreat exists as a ministry in a Christian retreat setting providing opportunities for God’s 
people to grow and to serve.   A slogan was also adopted: Come to Grow – Go to Serve.  The 
Board is continuing work toward goals and action plans to implement – to carry out our ministry. 
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4th Annual Women’s Retreat – Praise God for a Living Hope 
Ladies, please check your calendars and mark February 17-18, 2012 for our 4th 
annual Women's Retreat.  Our presenter will be Mrs. Pat Freer.  She is a cancer 
survivor who will encourage all attendees to Praise God for a Living Hope.   
 
Dates: Friday, February 17 at 6:30 PM until Saturday, February 18 at 3:00 PM  
 
Please sign up by February 6.   
 
Fees: Register by February 6 and the fee is $79; after February 6 it is $94.  You 
can bring your first high school or college aged daughter or granddaughter along for only $65, and a second or 
third for only $55 each.  Fees include room, meals, materials and a t-shirt. 
 
Registering: You can register by calling the Camp Shiloh office 903-855-1800 or you can register on line at 
www.campshilohretreat.org.  Be sure to give your t-shirt size when you register. 

 
7th Annual Men’s Retreat – Fearless Faith 
All men need to be active in their faith lives as they serve the Lord and 
reach out to build up fellow believers and share the Gospel with 
unbelievers.  Mr. Brian Arthur Lampe, the founder of Christ Empowered 
Opportunities will lead this retreat.  Each participant will be sent home 
with a Personal Spiritual Growth Plan to assist him with his passion for 
God’s kingdom purpose. 
 

Dates: Friday, March 16 at 6:30 PM until Saturday, March 17 at 3:00 PM  
 
Please sign up by March 5.  
 
Fees: Register by March 5 and the fee is $79; after March 5, it is $94.  You can bring your first high school or 
college age son or grandson for only $65, and a second or third for only $55 each.   Fees include room, meals, 
materials and a t-shirt. 
 
Registering: You can register by calling the Camp Shiloh office 903-855-1800 or you can register on line at 
www.campshilohretreat.org.  Be sure to give your t-shirt size when you register. 
 
 

Y.E.S.S.  (Youth in Environmental Service at Shiloh) 
Saturday, April 21 from 8:00 am until 3:00 pm, is an opportunity for youth in elementary or secondary schools or 
college age or those young at heart, to come to Camp Shiloh for a service project.  Breakfast and lunch will be 
provided on Saturday.  There is no cost to these servants.  In fact, if housing is needed on Friday night, dorm 
space will be provided at no cost. 
 

WELS Memorial Day Retreat  
This weekend, from May 25-28, much of Camp Shiloh has been reserved for WELS/ELS families to come to 
Camp Shiloh for some relaxation, fun and devotions.   Each day there will be a potluck at noon in the pavilion.  
Other meals will be on your own.  Each day you will be able to purchase ala carte cereal, fruit, milk and coffee 
from 7:30 – 9:00.  All housing rates are reduced by 35% for this event, and supporters will still receive an 
additional 15% discount. 
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Summer Camps 
Let a highlight of your children’s summer be a week at Camp Shiloh.  This year’s summer camps are: 

• Teen Camp   (Youth entering 9th - 12th grades) June 17-22 
• Faith and Science Camp  (Youth entering 3rd - 9th grades) July 8-13 
• Pathfinders Camp  (Youth entering 3rd - 5th grades) July 15-20 
• Trailblazers Camp  (Youth entering 6th - 8th grades) July 22-27 

 

Registration Fee by May 1:  $250 Registration Fee after May 1: $275 
 

To register, complete a registration form and send the fee to the office, or you can register online.  All campers 
must complete a parental consent form and a medical release form before attending.   
*A camper can get a $25 discount if he/she brings a friend to your camp who has never before attended a camp at 
Camp Shiloh.  This is for each such friend – up to 10! 
*Drivers from 4 hours or more away can stay during the camp in a cabin without cost if they are willing to serve in 
some way such as in the kitchen or mowing grass, etc.  Drivers may need to share a cabin, depending on the 
need.  If the driver has family members or friends who came along, there would be a cost for them. 
*If needed, congregations or groups of congregations can apply for transportation assistance at the following rates 
for 1 round trip: $.10 per mile if they send 1-5 campers; $.20 per mile if they send 6-10 campers; $.30 per mile if 
they send 11-15 campers; or $.40 per mile if they send 16-20 campers.  (Please note that this is for the total 
number of campers from a congregation or area, whether they carpool or not.  The intent is to assist evenly for 
campers without causing a financial problem for Camp Shiloh.  Also note that if this is applied for, the checks will 
be made out to the congregation.) 
*Enrollment Application and Campership Forms are now available online or from the office. 
 

COUNSELORS: This year again we will have 4 counselors – 2 female and 2 male.  Both female counselors have 
already been secured.  HOWEVER we still need both male counselors.  Please encourage young men who have 
completed at least the freshman year in college to apply.  Counselors are being asked to serve from July 2-29.  
Each counselor will be paid $1,200, but if 1 or 2 of them are certified lifeguards they will be paid $1,500.  
Otherwise we will need to hire lifeguards.  An application form is available online or from the office.  
 

JUNIOR COUNSELORS: 4 junior counselors are also needed for the camps in July – likely 2 males and 2 
females per session.  Junior counselors receive free housing and meals but no other compensation.  They must 
have completed at least the 9th grade.  Junior counselors form a service group who assist the counselors and 
director.  An application form is available online or from the office. 
 

Advent Preparation 
Friday and Saturday, November 18-19, will be a time for God’s people to come together for a weekend devoted to 
Advent preparation.  This year come for some study and devotional time to focus on The Origins and Traditions 
of Christmas.  The cost is $49 and includes lodging, meals and materials.  Please register by November 1. 
 

Family Getaways & Reunions 
Some families come out for a weekend to reconnect.  Some families gather here for a family reunion.  Some 
families come with other church members for a relaxing time of fellowship.  Families from your congregations can 
also have the great experiences other families have had.  All individual supporters and all members of any 
congregation that makes an ongoing commitment to financially support this ministry receive a 15% 
discount year around on everything except food services.  On top of that, currently all campers also receive 
an extra discount of 15% on cabin or motel rentals during the off season from the week after Labor Day until the 
week before Memorial Day. 
 

LES Field Trips 
We offer to host a field trip for LES groups.  Costs would be determined as each event is planned. 
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Congregational Planning or Growth Retreats 
Congregational leaders sometimes need a chance to get away for focused planning and preparations.  Does your 
council need such a time – or your building committee?  Or could your choir use an extended uninterrupted 
weekend rehearsal?  Other church groups have done such things.  Consider Camp Shiloh for such a time.  The 
cost would depend on facility needs and food service needs. 
 

Desire to Serve 
Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat has existed now for 11 years.  We have had facilities available to serve for about 
the last 9 years.  Already the Lord has allowed this ministry to touch many.  Yet there are many more to be 
reached.  To explore possible event dates, call 903-855-1800 or email us at office@campshilohretreat.org or 
director@campshilohretreat.org or fax us at 903-855-0177, or check out our website at 
www.campshilohretreat.org.  Below are some events planned for 2012 to serve God’s people in this district. 
 

AND … 
You perhaps have a variety of other activities for which you could use Camp Shiloh … such as: Pioneers; Girl 
Pioneers; Father/Son; Mother/Daughter; Grandparent/Grandchild; Marriage Enrichment; Wedding Receptions; 
Christmas Parties; Anniversaries; Retirement Parties; etc.  Please consider hosting your activities at Camp Shiloh.  
Be aware that you may have to book early to get the date you want.  For 2012 many dates are already taken.  In 
fact we have already had to turn down some requests since we were booked for that date. 
 

Future  Ideas 
As we develop Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat, other areas are being considered such as retreats for: college 
students, parents, singles, etc.  If you have any suggestions please contact Pastor Fischer so we can consider 
how best to serve you in the future. 
 

Congregational Contacts 
Each congregation has been asked to appoint or elect a congregational contact for Camp Shiloh so that we can 
better communicate with you.  Some congregations have already notified us of their contacts.  Some have not.  
Please take this opportunity to notify Pastor Fischer or Mary Fischer of your congregation’s contact.   
 

Congregational Support 
We walk together as a district and as a synod.  Camp Shiloh serves the entire South Central District as a place for 
our summer youth camps, congregational gatherings, district events, and family reunions.  To meet the costs of 
operating this camp we need the support of God’s people.  Each district congregation is asked to seriously 
consider their support of this ministry.  The form for each congregation to become a supporting congregation is 
attached to this report – as page 6.  A colored logo copy will be emailed to each congregation this coming week.  
This means you will pray for Camp Shiloh, make sure the information is shared with your members and you will 
financially support this ministry as you are able.  Financial support could be a percentage of your home offerings; 
or a set amount in your annual budget; or special offerings.  As a supporting congregation all members will 
receive a 15% discount on rentals at Camp Shiloh. 
 

Camp Helpers 
To help run smooth and effective camps we also rely on volunteers who cook or do other needed services.  If you 
or someone you know would like to help us run an event or camp please contact the office to discuss possibilities.  
We are also looking for maintenance caretakers to do needed work around camp.  Ideally, if a couple could serve 
for a couple of years as volunteers, that would best benefit the ministry at Camp Shiloh.  However, our greatest 
time of need is from about April to October, when our Winter Texans are not here.  Please share this need with 
your congregation.  If someone expresses interest in serving in this way, please have them contact the office. 
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Individual Support 
Another important part of the financial support for Camp Shiloh is individual support.  To meet the situations of 
individuals a number of options are available to individuals, with each type of donor named for a tree, reflecting 
that this is a ministry in a nature setting.  (There is a separate form for individual commitments.)  The options are: 

 Living Oak donor – giving monthly gifts throughout the calendar year 

 Dogwood donor – giving monthly gifts from February through May 

 Peach donor – giving monthly May through August 

 Oak donor – giving monthly August through November 

 Pine donor – giving monthly November through February 

 Crepe Myrtle donor – giving quarterly throughout the calendar year 

 Sapling donor – children giving dimes quarterly throughout the calendar year 

 Azalea donor – one time gift 
 

Memorials and Honorariums 
A wonderful way to remember loved ones who go home to heaven is by supporting a Christian ministry.  Please 
consider sending a memorial to Camp Shiloh.  You can designate your gift for the endowment fund so the 
memorial gives year after year.  Or you can designate your gift for the operating fund or a special need such as for 
the Strengthening the Foundation for Jesus’ Ministry at Camp Shiloh. 
 
A wonderful way to honor someone special on a birthday or an anniversary or some special accomplishment is to 
give a gift in their honor to a Christian ministry such as Camp Shiloh.  You can designate your gift the same way 
you can designate a memorial.  When we receive an honorarium, a note is sent to the one you honored – as well 
as the acknowledgment that is sent to you. 
 

Financial Support Methods 
You can make donations or make payments for rentals by using cash, checks or credit cards.  On our website you 
will find a way to make payments or to make a contribution by using a credit card.  You can also contact Pastor 
Fischer for more information or to make your contribution.  A form to assist you in making your gift is also found on 
our website.  Also, please share this opportunity with the rest of your congregation. 
 

Wish List 
There are some things that we are not able to fund through the regular budget.  Those things would enhance 
Camp Shiloh.  Such items are on the Camp Shiloh “Wish List” and that list is the last page of this report, as well as 
on our website.  Please share that with the members of your congregation, so that those who so desire to support 
this ministry by funding all or a portion of one of those items might be able to do what their heart desires out of 
love for the Lord. 
 

Visits and Preaching/Presenting 
It is my desire to visit with as many congregations and schools as possible.   
 

I would also like to make a presentation about Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat to as many congregations as 
possible.  In some cases I may ask to visit with the pastors as I travel through a particular area.  Or I would 
appreciate the opportunity to present at Bible Classes or other groups.  In some cases I would be available to 
preach for a service – either following your pericope or for a service focused on Camp Shiloh’s ministry.   
 

The question has been asked about the cost of having me come.  Part of my work is to represent Camp Shiloh.  
So if I am coming just to make a presentation, do not feel obliged to meet any expenses, though any travel 
assistance would be appreciated.  If I am coming as a guest pastor, respond as you would any guest pastor.  But 
again, if the normal mileage rate is a burden for your congregation, any amount would be appreciated. 
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God has done great things for His people! 

As part of our joyful response to His love and forgiveness, we, 

the members of _________________ Lutheran Church,  in 

_____________________ make a commitment to actively support 

the Lord’s ministry at Camp Shiloh in 2012 by: 

• Regularly PRAYING for this ministry; 

• Actively PROMOTING this ministry; and 

• FINANCIALLY supporting this ministry to the best of our 

God given ability.  

On behalf of ___________________ Lutheran Church: 

__________________________________, President 

__________________________________, Treasurer 

__________________________________, Pastor 

Camp Shiloh: A WELS Retreat Facility 

3335 FM 21  Pittsburg, TX  75686 

www.campshilohretreat.org 
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Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat 

Wish List 
 

January, 2012 
 

Priority Items: 
 Light weight tables (conference center & dining hall)             44-6’ at $50 @    $2,200 
  (These tables can be done one at a time or as a batch of varying numbers.) 
 15 new mattresses and mattress covers for the dorm                                                        $1,650 
  (These can be given one at a time or as a batch of varying numbers at $110 each.) 
 Stain for all 8 cabins                                                                                                                $800 
 Chipper for branches up to about 5”                                                                                   $3,500 
 Lock system for the entire camp (to complete this project)                                                        $2,200 
 Sealcoat newest portion of the asphalt drive                                                                              $2,500 
 Push panic bars for the exits to the conference center and dorms                                            $1,000 
 
                  
ALSO PRIORITY NEEDED (preferably a donation): 
 A car in good repair with low mileage and gets high MPG for camp business and visits 
  
We also appreciate donations of these items: 
 Paper towels 
 Toilet paper 
 Standard garbage bags for indoor trash cans: 23” x 33” or tall kitchen  
 Garbage bags for large trash cans: 40” x 60” 
 Plastic gloves for food service 
  Plastic gloves for cleaning 
 Most general cleaning supplies 
 
 
Also Needed: 
 Do erosion control in area by parking and deluxe cabins                                          $1,000+ 
 Gravel the parking area                                                                                             $1,000+ 
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Strengthening the Foundation for 

Jesus Ministry at Camp Shiloh 

Starting Debt: $522,400 

Remaining Debt: $495,644

Gifts: $11,100

Match: $11,100

Principal Payments Made:
$4,556

 


