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Same-Sex Marriage:  What’s going on in our cities and states? 
 
- In Houston, the LGBT (Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual-Transgender) Pride Celebration overtakes the city in June, 

attracting over 300,000 attendees.  The city is currently led by openly gay Mayor Annise Parker, the first openly 

gay mayor of a major U.S. city.  Parker was re-elected to her second term in 2011.
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- In Dallas, the United Church of Christ congregation “Cathedral of Hope” primarily serves LGBT people in Dallas.  
They hosted a Children’s Christmas Pageant for the first time in 2011. Senior Pastor Jo Hudson says, “Who would 
have thought that a ‘gay’ church would ever have enough children to have a Children’s Christmas Pageant? Well, 
interestingly enough . . . God would have thought it, and God continues to dream great dreams for our church. I 

hope to see you Sunday as the dream comes to life through our children.”
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- In Austin, they were ranked the 13th most gay-friendly city in our country.  One newcomer suggested,  “I believe 
the gay and lesbian population has a large need for a more active parenting group in the Austin Area. We need 

a group that is inclusive of our families…because  as LGBT people, we all have children, older and younger.”
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- In Oklahoma City, like most towns, there is a sizeable directory of LGBT-friendly restaurants, clubs, 
coffeehouses and  organizations – including the Habana Inn - “The Southwest’s Largest Gay Resort”, the 

Oklahoma Gay Rodeo Association, the Oklahoma Rainbow RV Club, and OKC Lesbian Moms.
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- In Arkansas, the Arkansas Supreme Court overturned a ban on non-married, cohabiting couples adopting 

children, regardless of sexual orientation, in April 2011.  The ban had been approved by voters in 2008.
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- _____ states now allow same sex marriages or civil unions.
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a) 14  b) 18  c) 24  d) 29  
 

_____ states have passed amendments to prohibit same-sex marriages.
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 a) 14  b) 18  c) 24  d) 29 
 

_____ states allow same-sex couples to adopt.
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 a) 14  b) 19  c) 24  d) 29 

 
 

Same-Sex Marriage:  What’s going on in American hearts? 6 
 
US population …………………….........................................................54% opposed to same sex marriage;  34% support 

 

Those over 65 ……………………………………………………………………….. 64% opposed, 24% support 
Those under 30……………………………............................................... 45% opposed, 43% support 

 

Catholic Church members……………………………………………………… 45% oppose and 39% support 
 

Those who attend a church once per week………….………………….… 69% opposed, 29% support 
Those who attend a church less often…….…..……………………….…… 45% opposed, 43% support 
Those who are not religiously affiliated………………………..……..…… 25% opposed, 63% support 

 
 

Same-Sex Marriage:  What’s going on with non-Christians? 7 
 

• Mormons are opposed to same-sex marriage. 
 

• Islam strictly forbids same-sex marriage. 
 

• Judaism is divided.  Reformed Jews endorse same-sex marriage, Conservative Jews allow their rabbis to choose 
individually what they want to endorse, and Orthodox Jews are opposed to same-sex marriage. 

 

• Hinduism has no official position on same-sex marriage. 
 

• Unitarians give full support and endorsement to same-sex marriage. 
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A GROUPS:  What’s going on in the United Church of Christ? 7 
 
WHEREAS the Bible affirms and celebrates human expressions of love and partnership, calling us to live out God’s gift 

fully in responsible, faithful, committed relationships that recognize & respect the image of God in all people, and  
 

WHEREAS the life and example of Jesus of Nazareth provides a model of radically inclusive love and abundant welcome 
for all; and  

 

WHEREAS we proclaim ourselves to be listening to the voice of a Still Speaking God at that at all times in human history 
there is always yet more light and truth to break forth from God’s holy word; and  

 

WHEREAS many UCC pastors and congregations have held commitment services for gay and lesbian couples for some 
time, consistent with the call to loving, long-term committed relationships and to nurture family life; and  

 

WHEREAS recognition of marriage carries with it significant access to institutional support, rights and benefits; and  
 

WHEREAS children of families headed by same-gender couples should receive all legal rights and protections; and  
 

WHEREAS legislation to ban recognition of same-gender marriages further undermine the civil liberties of gay and 
lesbian couples and contributes to a climate of misunderstanding and polarization, increasing hostility against 
gays and lesbians; and  

 

WHEREAS a Constitutional Amendment has been introduced to this Congress to limit marriage to “only the union of a 
man and a woman,” and 

 

WHEREAS equal marriage rights for couples regardless of gender is an issue deserving of serious, faithful discussion by 
people of faith, taking into consideration the long Council of the United Church of Christ in April, 2004 called the 
church to action and dialogue on marriage; 

 

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Twenty-Fifth General Synod of the United Church of Christ affirms equal 
marriage rights for couples regardless of gender, and declares that the government should not interfere with 
couples regardless of gender who choose to marry and share fully and equally in the rights, responsibilities and 
commitment of legally recognized marriage; and 

 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Twenty-Fifth General Synod of the United Church of Christ affirms equal 
access to the basic rights, institutional protections and quality of life conferred by the recognition of marriage; and 

 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Twenty-Fifth General Synod of the United Church of Christ calls for an end to 
the rhetoric that fuels hostility, misunderstanding, fear and hatred expressed toward LGBT persons; and 

  
LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Officers of the United Church of Christ are called upon to communicate this 

resolution to local, state and national legislators, urging them to support equal marriage rights for couples 
regardless of gender, and; 

 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Twenty-Fifth General Synod of the United Church of Christ calls upon all 
settings of our church to engage in serious, respectful and prayerful discussion of the covenantal relationship of 
marriage and equal marriage rights for couples regardless of gender, using the “God is still speaking about 
Marriage” study and discussion guide provided by Wider Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ; and  

 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Twenty-Fifth General Synod calls upon congregations, after prayerful, biblical, 
theological and historical study, to consider adopting Wedding Policies that do not discriminate against couples 
based on gender; and 

 

LET IT BE FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Twenty-Fifth General Synod of the United Church of Christ urges the 
congregations and individuals of the United Church of Christ to prayerfully consider and support local, state, and 
national legislation to grant equal marriage rights to couples regardless of gender, and to work against legislation, 
including constitutional amendments, which denies civil marriage rights to couples based on gender. 

 
-  “EQUAL MARRIAGE RIGHTS FOR ALL” Resolution adopted 

                                                                                                              at the Twenty-fifth General Synod of the UCC on July 4, 2005 

 
1. After you take in all this information, can you find a recurring theme or two?  

 
 

2. What do you feel is the greatest lie that people are believing? 
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B GROUPS:  What about other churches, besides the UCC? 7 
 
 
Roman Catholic Church – “Marriage is a faithful, exclusive and lifelong union between one man and one woman.”  In 

2003 the church declared, “Homosexual unions…cannot be given the status of marriage because they do not 
express full human complementarity and because they are inherently non-procreative.” 

 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) defines marriage as a union between a man and a woman.  In 2000, however, the 
denomination’s highest judicial body – issued a decision allowing Presbyterian ministers to bless same-sex unions 
as long as those ceremonies do not equate same-sex unions with marriage.  Additionally, in 2004, the same body 
urged states to give those in same-gender relationships the right to be joined in civil unions. 

 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) defines marriage as "a lifelong covenant of faithfulness 

between a man and a woman."  In August 2009, however, the church adopted a social statement on human 
sexuality that supports a wide diversity of families, including those of same-gender couples. At its 2009 
churchwide assembly it voted to "allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support and hold publicly 
accountable lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships." 

 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod in 2006 reaffirmed its position that same-sex marriage is "contrary to the 

will of the Creator." At its 2010 national convention, the LCMS responded to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America’s 2009 decision by restating the LCMS position that homosexuality is a sin “in any and all situations” and 
by encouraging the ELCA to reconsider its decision.  

   
The Episcopal National Convention of 2009 resolved to develop theological and liturgical resources for the blessing 

of same-gender relationships, and that the convention honor the theological diversity of the Episcopal Church in 
regard to matters of human sexuality. 

 
The Southern Baptist Convention of 2003 resolved to “call on Southern Baptists not only to stand against same-sex 

unions, but to demonstrate our love for those practicing homosexuality by sharing with them the forgiving and 
transforming power of the gospel of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:9–11).”  

 
The National Association of Evangelicals agreed with the Southern Baptist Convention of 2003.  In no way are we to 

sanction same-sex marriages or civil unions, but rather reach out to homosexuals in Christ’s love.  
 
The American Baptist Church divided in 2006 over the issue of national leadership declining to penalize churches 

allowing unrepentant homosexuals to be members.  Some comments from church leaders over the division… 
 

• "God's heart is broken when sisters and brothers in Christ divide over matters of scriptural 
interpretation." 

 

• "The decision hurts some of the finest missionary work in today's world. More important, it runs 
counter to the prayer of Christ that we might all be one people,"   

 

• "It is a sad day for the cause of Jesus Christ when one part of the body cannot tolerate being with 
the rest of the body."   

  

The United Methodist Church decided in April 2009 that her clergy could not perform same-sex marriages, even in 
states where such unions are legal.  This decision overturned resolutions from two previous conventions 
supporting those who performed same-sex marriages.  They already allow clergy to be homosexuals, as long as 

they are celibate.
8 
 Yet, when Rev. Amy DeLong openly officiated for a lesbian wedding in Osceola, WI in June 

2009, what was her punishment?  She was “suspended from her religious duties for twenty days and required to 

write a paper about how she should deal with issues that ‘create an adversarial spirit’ within the church.” 
9
   

 
 
1. After you take in all this information, can you find a recurring theme or two?   

 
 

2. What do you feel is the greatest lie that people are believing? 
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C GROUPS:  What’s going on in Shawano, Wisconsin (pop. 9,305) today? 10 
 

 
From the Green Bay Press-Gazette, January 15, 2012— A gay couple with school-age children is outraged over a Shawano High 
School newspaper column that cites Bible passages and calls homosexuality a sin punishable by death.  The column ran on the editorial 
page of Shawano High School's Hawks Post recently as part of an opinion package about gay families who adopt children. The other side 
said sexual orientation does not determine a person's ability to raise kids. 
 
"This is why kids commit suicide," said Nick Uttecht, who is raising four children with his partner, Michael McNelly.  Uttecht told school 
district officials he thinks the piece opposing gays as parents is hateful and should not have run. He worries the strong language will 
hurt his children and could lead students to bully gay classmates. 
 
School officials apologized and said they will review the process for editing and producing the paper.  According to the 2010 U.S. Census, 
out of 17,019 households in Shawano County, 82 were same-sex households, and nearly half reported children in the home. In 
Wisconsin, 13,630 out of 2.28 million households in 2010 were same-sex, and 5,978 of those households had children. 
 
The student newspaper column against same-sex couples says: "If one is a practicing Christian, Jesus states in the Bible that 
homosexuality is (a) detestable act and sin which makes adopting wrong for homosexuals because you would be raising the child in a 
sin-filled environment.  "A child adopted into homosexuality will get confused because everyone else will have two different-gendered 
parents that can give them the correct amount of motherly nurturing and fatherly structure. In a Christian society, allowing homosexual 
couples to adopt is an abomination." 
 
Uttecht said his 13-year-old son, Tanner, who is in eighth grade, saw the article and asked about it.  "When I saw this I was in shock," 
said Uttecht, who is raising four children, three who are his biological kids and the biological daughter of his partner. Three are in the 
Shawano school system; the youngest is 4.  "I talked to the school superintendent; he said he was shocked," Uttecht said.   
 
Carlson told the Green Bay Press-Gazette "appropriate steps are being taken" to remedy the situation, but did not provide details.  He 
sent the following written statement: "The Shawano School District would like to apologize for a recent article printed in the Hawks Post 
newspaper. Proper judgment that reflects school district policies needs to be exercised with articles printed in our school newspaper. 
Offensive articles cultivating a negative environment of disrespect are not appropriate or condoned by the Shawano School District. We 
sincerely apologize to anyone we may have offended and are taking steps to prevent items of this nature from happening in the future." 
 
Uttecht said he's worried about the lasting impact of the column.  "I'm worried about how this is going to affect my kids," said Uttecht, 
who also is an elected member of the Menominee Indian Head Start Policy Council. "And I'm worried how gay students in school will be 
treated. It took me a long time to come out, and I think this just really sets things back by being so closed-minded. This sets things back 
20 or 30 years.  I know there are at least three openly gay families in the district, there's probably more. What effect is this going to have 
on my kids? And how are other people going to react?" 
 
David Hudson, an expert for the Washington, D.C.-based advocacy group First Amendment Center, said the column may be distasteful 
to some, but student journalists were practicing their constitutional right to free speech. 
 
"Bullying is a serious concern, and I don't take it lightly. But I hope it doesn't lead to squashing different viewpoints. I do think (gay 
adoption) is an issue people are deeply divided about. Hopefully student journalists don't have to fear they'll be squashed if they take a 
controversial view. Editors and advisers have the job of toning down language if it is too sensational.  Freedom of speech includes 
speech about religious viewpoints,” Hudson said. "If you took that away, it could be seen as discrimination. Someone could have an 
atheist opinion, and that's OK, too.  Any controversial issue is a lightning rod for censorship." 
 
Although students have the right to voice their opinion, it doesn't mean they should say it in a school paper, said Christine Smith, 
assistant professor of psychology, human development and women's studies at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay.  "High school 
students are at a time in their life when they are developing intellectually and socially," she said. "To see something like this debated in 
the paper could be devastating. How would you feel if someone said your family is abnormal, is not acceptable, that your parents never 
should have been allowed to have you, that they're not suitable to raise you?  Of course, it's got to be harmful. Kids this age are so 
worried about discovering who they are and what they are. To have them told their family is immoral and not suitable has to be 
devastating. To be told by your peers, people you see in the hallways, these people who clearly have passed judgment." 
 
She hopes something good comes from Shawano's situation.  "Sometimes it can be motivational. People can see there is a need for 
action and it sparks them to do something." 
 
 

1. After you take in all this information, can you find a recurring theme or two?   
 
 

2. What do you feel is the greatest lie that people are believing? 
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What do these Scriptures share with us regarding same sex marriage? 11 
 
1)  15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  16Whoever 

believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.  
- Mark 16:15-16 

 
2)  34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 

like sheep without a shepherd.  So he began teaching them many things.                          - Mark 6:34   

 

3)  20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 

own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.                               - 2 Peter 1:20-21   

 

4)  31 As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless.                   - 2 Samuel 22:31 

 

5)  105 Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light for my path.                      - Psalm 119:105 

 

6)  24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will 

become one flesh.                                       - Genesis 2:24 

 

7)  9 “Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds 

on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you making?’ Does your work say, ‘He 
has no hands’?                                                        - Isaiah 45:9 

 

8)  4 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and 

old—surrounded the house. 5 They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? 
Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them…”12 The two men said to Lot, “Do you 
have anyone else here?...Get them out of here, 13 because we are going to destroy this place. The 
outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it.   

                      - Gen 19:4-5, 12-13 
9)  25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather 

than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.   26 Because of this, God gave them over to 
shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the 
same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust 
for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the 
due penalty for their perversion.                                                      - Romans 1:25-27 

 

10)  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
               - Romans 6:23 
  

11) 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 
at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying 
the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were 
by nature objects of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved.                                                 - Ephesians 2:1-5 

 

12) 1 What shall we say then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  2 By no means!  

We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?... 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive in 
Christ Jesus…14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law but under grace.  
                      - Selected verses from Romans 6 
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Which Bible story would be a good one to share with the following? 
 
 

• “Same sex marriage is the most disgusting thing I have ever imagined.  Those people better watch the sky – fire 
and brimstone are coming!  God did it once in Sodom and Gomorrah, he can surely do it again.” 

 
 
 
 
 

• “I’m for same-sex marriage.  When someone is born with a homosexual tendency; they can’t help being the way 
God made them to be. You’ve got to accept them the way they are.” 

 
 
 
 
 

• “The Old Testament God is fire and brimstone; the New Testament God is much more forgiving.  Paul’s very 
opinionated – and does Jesus ever specifically mention homosexuality as a sin? 

 
 
 
 
 

• “Sure, I’m for same-sex marriage.  Shouldn’t people be allowed to choose who they want to marry?” 
 
 
 
 
 

• “I’m not for same-sex marriage, but I won’t tell anyone it’s wrong either.  God's heart is broken when sisters and 
brothers in Christ divide over matters of scriptural interpretation." 

 
 
 
 
 

• "I think same-sex marriage is a good thing.  It’s better than having people sleep around, isn’t it?”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Information gathered from the LGBT (Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual-Transgender) website.  Interestingly, the website is /www.thinkprogress.org/ 
2http://www.gayokc.com/directory.htm (OKC information) 
3http://www.theseattlelesbian.com/top-news/2011/4/7/arkansas-supreme-court-anti-gay-adoption-ban-is-unconstituti.html 
4http://wiki.answers.com/Q/How_many_states_don%27t_allow_same_sex_marriage&action=view .  States that allow such marriages are CT, IA, MA,   
     NH, NY, VT (and the District of Columbia).  States that allow civil unions are CA, CO, DE, HI, IL, ME, MD, NV, NJ, OR, WA, and WI. 
5http://wiki.answers.com/Q/How_many_states_allow_sam_sex_couples_to_adopt (how many states allow adoption?)  To the best of my knowledge, 
     the states allowing same sex adoption are all the ones that have legalized same sex marriages and civil unions, plus Arkansas. 
6 http://www.pewforum.org/ 
7http://www.pewforum.org/Gay-Marriage-and-Homosexuality/Religious-Groups-Official-Positions-on-Same-Sex-Marriage.aspx 
8 http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=2789393&ct=6941643 
9 http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/24/us-methodists-gays-idUSTRE75N08D20110624 - article about Amy DeLong… 
10http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/article/20120115/GPG0101/201150609/Gay-debate-hits-home-Shawano?odyssey=obnetwork 

11 All Scripture quotations taken from New International Version 1984, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI. 

 


