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Minutes of the 

Pastoral Study Conference of the South Central Conference 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Austin, TX 

October 17-18, 2011 
 

Monday, Monday, Monday, Monday, October 17October 17October 17October 17    
 

Our conference opened at 10am with Divine Service under the theme: “God’s Word is our great 
heritage.” Pastor Paul Kuehn presided at worship and Pr. Benjamin Tomczak preached on Acts 26:9-29 
(esp. 17-18), describing the game-changing nature of God’s Word.  Those attending were fed on the 
body and blood of Christ. 
 
After a brief break, Pastor Larry Schlomer called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. 
Present were 50 pastors, staff ministers, guests and others, as follows: 38 pastors; 4 vicars; 4 staff 
ministers; and 4 guests.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was adopted and the conference began. 
 
District Pres. Glaeske began his report (written and online).  Among other things he reported about 
 
� the current number of pastoral vacancies in the Synod (33); 
� the COP discussions about Bible translation resolutions and their implementation; 
� the fair-use permission given to us to use NIV84 past the current 2013 deadline; 
� the work of the Translation Feasibility Committee and the continuing work of the Translation 

Evaluation Committee, which “has been encouraged and agreed to present other sides of the 
issue and facilitate a discussion primarily of the principles of translation”; 

� the current financial support forecast, which is that CMO is coming in equal to 2010; 
� the possibility of a capital campaign to fund the proposed Early Childhood Learning and 

Teaching Center at MLC; 
� the current situation with Time of Grace and their RSO status; 
� the revised procedure for convention memorials which is being discussed; 
� the guidelines for free conferences (which idea the COP supports); 
� the work of the COP regarding handling the termination of calls for non-disciplinary reasons; 
� the deadline for 2011 CMO submissions and the need to make sure congregations get 2011 CMO 

in on time and 2012 subscriptions reported. 
 
Pr. Tomczak prayed us to lunch around noon.  After lunch, Pr. John Koester began the afternoon with 
a meditation on 2 Kings 22:1-13, 23:1-7 reminding us that when we go to church we find God’s Word. 
 
Following the devotion, discussion of Pres. Glaeske’s report began.  Questions and comments came 
from the floor, including (among a few other minor items): 
 
� clarification about the situation with Time of Grace; 
� more questions regarding the process of voting for a Bible translation at Synod conventions; 
� what “fair-use” permission means in regards to NIV84 and decisions about a Bible translation; 
� what the problems were with memorials that led to the process currently being discussed. 
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The conference thanked President Glaeske for his report. 
 
Due to Mr. Harvey Dunn’s leaving the District, we do not currently have a Synodical Council 
representative for our District.  We moved on to our other scheduled reports, starting with Pr. Larry 
Schlomer, newly elected chairman of the Board of World Missions. 
 
� Pr. Larry Schlomer, chairman of the World Mission Board, reported on current goings-on in 

World MissionsWorld MissionsWorld MissionsWorld Missions.  He made the report verbally, but because of the sensitive nature of some of 
the mission work in some parts of the world, the report will not be made publicly available.  
Some discussion followed. 

� Pr. Caleb Schoeneck, our District Mission Board chairman, reported for The District MissiThe District MissiThe District MissiThe District Mission on on on 
BoardBoardBoardBoard    (available in print and online)(available in print and online)(available in print and online)(available in print and online).  Some discussion followed. 
 

After these engaging mission reports the conference took a brief break. 
 
With the advent of a new version of the NIV (NIV2011), all the essays for this conference focused on 
the topic of Bible translations as our Synod prepares to decide what translation to use for official 
publications.  Pr. Brian Doebler presented the first essay, dealing with a variety of passages and 
translation questions not covered by the other essayists.  He focused especially on passages that are 
referenced in our catechism instruction.  Discussion followed. 
 
After discussion, we thanked Pr. Doebler for his essay.  A break followed before our second essay, by 
Pr. Mark Tiefel, dealing with the justification passages in the new NIV, with significant reference to 
some other translations.  Discussion followed and we thanked Pr. Tiefel for his essay. 
 
Because we accomplished our agenda so stunningly early (5:40pm instead of 6:15pm), we tackled some 
conference business early.   
 
� Pres. Glaeske hard-sold us on purchasing for our very own a copy of the newest People’s Bible 

teaching series volume: End Times, by Prof. Thomas Nass. 
� Pr. Steve Valleskey announced that prison ministry is willing to do work free of charge for 

those who need help.  Contact Pr. Roger Zehms. 
� Suggestions for the distribution of our conference offering were taken.  There was one: Multi-

Language Publications.  The suggestion was seconded and unanimously approved. 
� Pr. Schlomer reminded us that 2012 is the year for the next Pastor-Teacher-Family Conference, 

to be hosted in the Dallas area.  The Essay Committee will work on a program for the event. 
� Pr. Brian Doebler, district worship coordinator, announced that the Commission on Worship 

seeks to host a School of Worship in January/February 2012 in one of our circuits. 
 
The day’s agenda accomplished, Pr. John Koester prayed us to supper.    

    
Tuesday, October 18, 2011Tuesday, October 18, 2011Tuesday, October 18, 2011Tuesday, October 18, 2011    
 
Pastor Caleb Schoeneck began our morning session at 9:00 am with a devotion based on 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-14 where Paul does the catechetical work of ending our ignorance about death and 
the end times. 
 



[SCD 2011 April Pastors’ Conference Minutes – page 3] 

Pr. David Bivens presented the day’s first essay, discussing gender-neutral and inclusive language in 
the new NIV (with glancing references to some other translations also).  Discussion followed and Pr. 
Bivens was thanked for his work. 
 
After a break, Pr. Eric Hartzell read his essay on how the new NIV handles Messianic prophecies in 
comparison to the 1978/1984 NIV.  After discussion, we thanked Pr. Hartzell for his work. 
 
Pr. Schoeneck prayed us to lunch. 
 
Pastor Neil Hansen welcomed us back to lunch with devotion on Acts 20:17-32. 
 
Following the devotion, Prof. Thomas Nass (Martin Luther College), a member of the Translation 
Evaluation Committee, took the floor to lead a discussion on translation philosophy and all things 
Bible translation.  This discussion replaced the paper assigned to Pr. Dan Voigt, who accepted a Call 
outside the District. 
 
After much discussion, the conference thanked Prof. Nass for his work, his input, and his reactions to 
our reactions.  Pr. Schlomer brought our conference near its end.  Some closing business matters were 
handled: 
 
� Thank yous were offered to Pastor Paul Kuehn and Risen Savior, our presenters, our worship 

coordinator and worship leaders, and the various reporters, and our essayists. 
� The secretary also requests that all essayists, presenters, and reporters please email their 

materials to him for web-posting. 
 
The secretary read the minutes and the conference received them.  
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 2:35pm. 
 
Following these final announcements, Pastor Larry Schlomer focused our minds and sent us on our 
way with Deuteronomy 6:20-24. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor Benjamin J. Tomczak, Conference Secretary 
 


