
Ministerial Education News 
 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
 

1. Welcome of Prof. Otto, teaching historical theology and practical theology (education) 
2. Symposium on Lutheran Schools – Sept. 19-20. Papers and reactions are online 
3. Two new online courses available this fall. See Web site for more information. 

  

Martin Luther College 
 

1. Thank you from MLC: for encouraging those considering the public ministry, for keeping 
MLC before your congregations through our print and electronic resources, for 
supporting us with your gifts and your prayers. 

2. MLC leads our synod in ministry training for our churches and schools: 

• Our Continuing Education and Graduate Studies divisions are specifically 
designed to strengthen local ministries. Our focus on practical training is a 
natural fit for the 2011 Convention emphasis on continuing education for called 
workers. 

• Our Early Childhood Education division is the foundation for this rapidly 
expanding ministry. Watch for information on our new ECE center, which will be 
one focus in a synod-wide capital campaign. 

• Evaluation and improvement of our curriculum and instruction are an integral part 
of our commitment to excellence in ministry training. Our faculty is enrolled in 
degree programs and continuing education, not for personal gain, but to apply 
that education in their classrooms. Our developing Strategic Plan aims at 
supplying called workers apt to serve the changing needs of WELS churches and 
schools. 

3. MLC models collaboration across WELS: 

• Our regular communication with Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary fine-tunes our 
curriculum so that our preseminary graduates are fully prepared to excel in their 
seminary training, especially in their work with biblical languages. 

• The MLC Admissions Team views each young person as a soul with potential to 
serve, not just an enrollment statistic. They hope to talk to as many young people 
as possible about the joy of ministry and service—whether they are planning to 
enroll at MLC or not. 

• MLC prepares our graduates for existing and emerging ministries. That is why we 
offer practical, hands-on experiences in Urban Ministry and International 
Teaching settings. 

4. Prof. Ronald Ash is retiring at the end of this school year.  MLC is calling for nominations 
for a replacement in his area, science. 

  

Michigan Lutheran Seminary 
 

1. MLS’ opening enrollment numbered 228 students. We enrolled 81 freshmen. The 
seniors number 39; juniors, 48; and sophomores, 60. If our enrollments continue to 
mirror this year's freshman class, in two years' time MLS could be back to 300 students. 
Please continue to pray for MLS and to encourage young people you know to consider 
MLS for their high school and full-time ministry for their life’s work. 

2. This year we have 17 international students from the following countries: South 
Korea, Germany, Latvia, Canada and Mexico. All of these students are from 
congregations that are in fellowship with us. 



3. Prof. Robert Schroer’s induction into the Coaches’ Michigan High School Hall of Fame 
took place on Sunday, September 18, 2011. We thank God for his many years of faithful 
coaching at MLS. 

4. Pastor Timothy Spaude (currently serving St. Jacobi, Greenfield, WI) has declined our 
Call to be our next President.  We will be calling again this month, God willing. 

5. MLS is calling for nominations for a professor of Spanish.  That position is currently 
being held by an instructor. 

  

Luther Preparatory School 
 

1. Enrollment increased for the 3rd consecutive year.  403 students enrolled at Luther 
Prep this August as compared to 360 in August of 2010. 

2. After 44 years of faithful service (37 years at three different prep schools) Professor Alan 
Jeffers will be retiring from his Call in the science department at the end of this school 
year.  The Governing Board is calling for nominations for a replacement. 

3. Professor Greta Westphal has plans to be married and will resign her Call in the English 
department at the end of the school year.  The Governing Board is calling for 
nominations for a replacement. 

4. After a 6 year hiatus, wrestling is being reinstated at Luther Prep this winter. 
5. LPS Recruitment Director, Pastor Nate Scharf, has declined a Call to serve as a home 

mission pastor in Moncks Corner, South Carolina. 
 


