
Report of the District President 

God is great. God is good. Let us thank Him for the blessings He has poured out on His church. 

It is a joy to serve especially when the atmosphere is clear of mistrust and the languishing over finances. 

The budget of the synod calls for additions rather than subtractions. The Financial Stabilization Fund is in 

good shape and is working as planned. Outreach is taking place all over the globe. Our worker training 

schools are producing qualified workers who are eager to serve their Lord. The sunshine of God’s love is 

warming the hearts of His people as they carry out the work of the kingdom locally.  Praise God! 

 

We rejoice that all the pastor and vicar candidates available for assignment were placed at the May 

Assignment Day. This has not happened for several years. We should note that next year’s Middler Class 

numbers only 25 students. This impresses on us the need for encouraging more of our young men to 

step forward for training to become full time workers in the harvest fields.  

 

At Martin Luther College 74 candidates were assigned to parishes and Lutheran high schools. 19 

candidates chose to accept temporary work on the international scene leaving 19 female and 11 male 

candidates yet to be assigned - some of which have already been assigned to serve. 

 

We are grateful to the Lord that, to date, our district has no vacancies. Pastor, teacher and staff minister 

positions are all filled. What remains is for all of us to lean into the harness of the work before us. One of 

the areas that always needs our attention is our youth.  Relevant instruction in the Word and activity in 

the mission of the church putting the principles of the Word into practice is a key to keeping our young 

people involved. The challenge is doing this in our smaller congregations in which the number of young 

people is small. This is a facet of stewardship which we dare not neglect. Some of our congregations 

have been providing the opportunities for mission trips to various parts of the country, which have 

proved to be a blessing for all involved. 

 

A second area that always needs our attention is new mission outreach. While there are funds coming 

available for new starts in Home Missions, we can ill afford to wait for us to get the nod. We need to be 

proactive in finding places within reach of one or more of our churches and begin to work the area to 

get the ball rolling.  Christ Alone is an example of what can be done when we pool our efforts and 

resources to get the job done. 

 

In the course of time we have closed five schools in the district. We need to arrive at the realization that 

Christian Education for our children is not a luxury. The influence of secular humanism which permeates 

the state schools rubs off so easily on our young people. The cost to do our own educating in the light of 

God’s Word may be expensive but the secularization of our youth is much more expensive! 

 

We have our work set out for us here today. God bless our discussions. 

 

Vilas R. Glaeske, 

President 

 

 

 

 


