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APRIL 2011 
 

AFRICA 
 
CAMEROON – The Lutheran Church of Cameroon (LCC) is trying to pick up the pieces after a 
deep disappointment, namely the discovery of embezzlement on the part of some national church 
officers. The missionary discovered the problems and has been asked by the LCC to organize 
and control the church body’s treasury for about three years before turning it back.  A one week 
training of all the congregational chairmen, elders, and financial overseers from every 
congregation will take place the week before Easter to emphasize the importance of proper 
accountability in order to inspire confidence in contributors. 
 
NIGERIA – In light of serious doctrinal problems, Christ the King Lutheran Church of Nigeria’s 
(CKLCN) leaders and pastors were asked to review and endorse a “Shared Lutheran Faith and 
Practice” doctrine statement and cover letter from the Administrative Committee for Africa (ACA).  
A reported number have signed this agreement, but not all. The ACA has suspended all subsidy 
until the doctrinal issues are straightened out. The CKLCN Board of Trustees has started a 
discipline process by suspending one pastor for false teachings and practice. A “Discovery” visit 
is still planned for August to determine the status of the church’s teaching and internal discipline.   
 
All Saints Lutheran Church of Nigeria has secured a property for an eventual synod headquarters 
on the SW edge of the Ogoja area. Their self-funded ministries and administration of WELS-
supported projects continues on a faithful path.  
 
 
ZAMBIA – The Lutheran Church of Central Africa-Zambia Synod Administration, under the 
direction of Pastor Davison Mutentami, has arranged for a Pastors’ Retreat to be held on May 4th 
and 5

th
, 2011.  This retreat will deal with the working relationships between pastors, their 

congregations, the synod, and the need for strengthening these relationships.  Papers and Bible 
studies on these topics have been assigned.  The Pastors and their congregations are 
contributing funds to make this retreat possible.  The Seminary has five Zambian men scheduled 
for graduation in May; they serve as vicars one year after graduation before permanent 
assignment. 
 
MALAWI - Thirteen students will soon graduate from the Lutheran Bible Institute in Lilongwe.  A 
series of visits to area pastors' monthly meeting groups is being made to get feedback on a 
proposed plan of general continuing education for any interested pastors. A select few (five) 
Malawian pastors have had the opportunity to study Jeremiah with Prof. Cherney in March.  An 
independently funded Mission Abroad Program is using a former lay-missionary to Malawi as a 
consultant to set up an opportunity for a WLC Business Studies student to have a cross-cultural 
experience of working with a Malawi business.   
 
 

EUROPE 
 
ALBANIA – Two lay evangelists are carrying on Gospel ministry in two cities in Albania—Tirana 
and Durres.  A regional counselor’s faithful work is strengthening and improving that ministry at a 
slow but steady pace.   
 
BULGARIA – The Bulgarian Lutheran Church (BLC) continues to preach and teach God’s Word 
in four separate areas including the two urban areas of Sofia in the West, Varna along the Black 
Sea in the East, and in Dunavitsi in the North among the Roma (gypsy people).  The people of 
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the BLC are taking important steps to continue ministry despite an economy that lags behind the 
rest of Europe and declining support from the USA. 
 
A new pastor, Radaslov Radkov (Rado), has served as a vicar of the Varna congregation since 
2001.  Rado has been enrolled as a distance-learning student at St. Sophia Seminary in Ternopil, 
Ukraine since 2007.  Rado finally graduated from St. Sophia and on March 20 was ordained as 
pastor of the Varna congregation. This brings the number of national pastors in Bulgaria to three.  
 
RUSSIA – Two American missionaries now assist and counsel the Russian Lutheran Christians 
as they proclaim Christ in Southwest Siberia.  Two full-time seminary students are working in the 
four congregations in the greater Novosibirsk area as they continue their ministerial training.  A 
dedicated and faithful staff of three deaconesses carries out ministry to children, the sick, and the 
deaf.  Pastor Arno Wolfgramm, with his wife Joan, has joined Pastor John Vogt as a part-time 
professor in the Concordia Seminary. 
 

LATIN AMERICA 
 
BOLIVIA – Contact with concerned Christians in Bolivia started in 2007. Nine Latin America 
Traveling Theological Education (LATTE) teaching trips have been made to teach main doctrines 
of the Bible. There has been significant growth in understanding Scripture, including the ability to 
distinguish between law and gospel. There is still much to be done, however, especially in the 
area of practice where we have not had a physical presence in Bolivia to help with the follow 
through. A LATTE professor and his wife on site for three years will be a great blessing to the 
work of determining whether a confessional Lutheran church can be established in this country. 
 
BRAZIL – Brazilian Lutheran Church (ILB) has decided to continue its mission efforts in 
Presidente Prudente in southern Brazil.  Another six baptisms and three adult confirmations in 
Dourados and Gravatai show God's grace in action.  WELS and ILB representatives plan to meet 
in November to discuss how to support the development of the Brazilian Lutheran Church's 
gospel ministry and direction for the future.  One semi-retired missionary and two national pastors 
serve the two congregations. 
 
COLOMBIA – The membership growth of the church in the Medellin and in the Quibdo and  
Pereira areas is encouraging. The willingness of the church of Medellin to relocate Pastor Herrera 
to Pereira and partially support him shows the seriousness with which it considers mission work.  
In contrast, the growth in Bogota has been very limited in spite of mission opportunities.  The 
need to work with the Bogota congregation is urgent and to that effect a visit by AC reps has 
been planned for this year.     
 
 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC – The Lord continues to bless the work being done presently among the 
members of the congregation in Moca, near Santiago. The Dominican believers and their pastor 
seem very energetic and passionate for the gospel and for sharing it with others. Although 
numbers are small in comparison to other mission fields, great outreach work is being done in this 
country.  
 
HAITI – Despite the many problems that face the country of Haiti presently, the Lord continues to 
work through pastors, like Pastor Rona Abraham, who have a strong desire to share the Word in 
its truth. The possibility of an orphanage in Leogane could be a way to share the gospel with 
young souls.  Humanitarian aid efforts by WELS Christian Aid and Relief Committee (in 
partnership with the International Medical Alliance of Tennessee) have created bridges to the 
orphanage association in the Leogane area (near Port Au Prince) of Haiti.  Seven of nine 
orphanages visited invited our expatriate missionary and national pastor to work with them in 
providing a religious education to the orphanage directors, staffs, and children.  There are 12 
more orphanages in the association yet to be visited.  
 
LATIN AMERICA TRAVELING THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION (LATTE) - The LATTE professors 
are continuing to carry out teaching according to the scheduled plan drawn up in September of 
2010.  Teaching trips have been made to Bolivia, Cuba, and Colombia.  National churches were 
encouraged in their evangelism efforts and were provided with the theological education that they 
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had requested.  A plan for finalizing the seminary training of a student in the Dominican Republic 
and in Puerto Rico is still being formulated. 
 
MEXICO – God continues to bless and refine His church as they deal with challenges related to 
the ‘drug wars’ affecting significant portions of the country. During the past few months, the 
national church has begun outreach in a new region of the country (Costa Maya) and increased 
outreach in their home base of Torreón as well as in their new outreach effort in Leon. In the past 
12 months mission work being done by nationals has spread from five regions to eight different 
regions in the country.  

 
NATIVE AMERICA 

 
ACTS (Apache Christian Training School) – Gary Lupe is the first graduate of ACTS to be 
ordained into the preaching ministry.  Pastor Lupe is currently serving a congregation at Cibecue, 
as well as preaching in Apache on a regular basis on both the northern and southern 
reservations.  The ACTS program currently has about 60 students enrolled, with a handful of men 
enrolled in the pre-seminary program.   
 
APACHE CONGREGATIONS – Congregations at East Fork, Canyon Day, Whiteriver, Peridot, 
San Carlos, Bylas, Cibecue, and McNary continue to be served by three WELS missionaries on 
the northern reservation and two WELS missionaries on the southern reservation.  Each location 
continues to focus on building Christian leaders for the future long-term stability of the church.  
 
APACHE SCHOOLS – East Fork and Peridot schools both have dedicated staffs of teachers who 
are sharing God’s Word with about 75 students each on both the northern and southern 
reservations.  
 
 

ASIA – PACIFIC RIM 
 
INDONESIA – A work study program in the Seminary in central Java was implemented in March.  
It has been received well by the students.  However, the Departments of Religion and Education 
have increased the physical and curriculum requirements to achieve accreditation for the 
Seminary creating additional obstacles. Attendance at Bible classes has increased in Central 
Java. Spiritual and numerical growth continues in West Timor.  The Cakung church building in 
East Jakarta completed renovations to protect it from flood damage.   

 
JAPAN – The lone expatriate missionary to Japan was in the process of returning from a trip to 
Nepal when the earthquake and tsunami struck in the Sendai region of Honshu Island.  He was 
able to return to Japan several days later. It was a blessing to be able to report that the 
missionary’s family, as well as all the members of the Lutheran Ev. Christian Church (LECC) of 
Japan, remained unharmed through the disastrous developments. The WELS Christian Aid and 
Relief Committee has already provided $70,000 in help for both first response supplies (blankets, 
water, food, etc.)  through international organizations as well assistance for national church 
members whose homes received structural damage. The most recent information has it that the 
missionary and one of the national pastors were distributing relief supplies near the damaged 
regions of the country and are praying that this becomes an opportunity for the LECC to build 
new relationships and share the gospel. 
 
THAILAND – A new expatriate field coordinator for Thailand arrived last November and after 
almost five months is starting to settle in and better understand the challenges and opportunities 
for gospel work in the country.  The current statistics from the six congregations and five 
preaching stations is 944 baptized souls with 369 communicants. There are three expatriate 
missionaries (two ethnic pastors from the U.S.), five national pastors, four evangelists and 14 
seminary students.  Short-term volunteer mission trips are continuing for the area.  

 
EAST ASIA 

 
HONG KONG – Life Net and Asia Lutheran Seminary serve the Lord Jesus by patiently laying a 
solid foundation for a gospel-centered outreach amongst Chinese-speaking people in East Asia.  
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Dr. Glen Thompson has accepted the call to serve as the 4
th
 full-time faculty member at Asia 

Lutheran Seminary.  Dr. Thompson will spend May and June in Hong Kong and other locations in 
East Asia “setting the table” for his first full-time semester at ALS beginning in January of 2012. 
Because of prior commitments to Wisconsin Lutheran College and other activities in the U.S., the 
Thompsons will transition gradually to Hong Kong over a two-year time period.  The Translation 
Working Group continues to work at a rapid pace to provide religious materials in the Chinese 
language.   
 

SOUTH ASIA 
 

INDIA – Defections, divisions, and the caste system continue to be the devil’s tools to try to 
undermine the ministry in India. However, some of the pastors have begun to speak up and take 
a stand against those who cause divisions and offenses contrary to the Word of God. What a 
blessing! The Lord has blessed the efforts of faithful workers with the result that the church 
continues to grow. The Executive Board continues to show strength and dedication as they 
willingly tackle difficult discipline problems and consider long-range planning. The seminary and 
pre-seminary work in Guntur continue to bless the Christian Evangelical Lutheran Ministries in 
India with dedicated workers.    

 
NEPAL - Two recent visits in early 2011 have strengthened the ministry of the Confessional 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Nepal.  The first visit allowed the leaders of the church to grow 
spiritually through an Old Testament study led by Dr. John Lawrenz.  The second visit reached 86 
members of the church who studied the entire New Testament using 16 stories from the book of 
Acts.  Japan Missionary Brad Wordell participated in the second visit, allowing him to directly 
experience the work of Multi-Language Publications in Nepal.   
 
PAKISTAN – The mission in Pakistan grows like a beautiful rose in the desert.  Surrounded by a 
nation that is 97% Muslim, many seeds are being sown. More than 118,000 Christian books have 
been distributed and more than 26,000 people have been enrolled in the Bible Correspondence & 
Teaching School.  The “Feeding Jesus’ Lambs in Pakistan” Sunday School ministry cares for 
1,341 children in 31 different Sunday schools. Medical clinics are conducted every Friday.  Flood 
relief was provided on many occasions in spite of personal danger.  Christian literature was also 
shared with Muslims. These humanitarian efforts open many hearts and minds to the love of 
Christ.  

 


