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Minutes of the 

Pastoral Study Conference of the South Central 
Conference 

Grace Lutheran Church, Lowell, AR 

May 2-3, 2011 

 
Monday, May 2Monday, May 2Monday, May 2Monday, May 2    
 
Our conference opened at 10 am with Divine Service under the theme: “Angels:  Servants of God for 
our good.” Pastor Chuck Huebner presided at worship and preached on Revelation 12:7-12, describing 
the work of God’s helpers, the angels who carry out God’s will against our spiritual enemies.  Those 
attending were fed on the body and blood of Christ. 
 
After a brief break, Pastor Larry Schlomer called the conference to order. The acting secretary called 
the roll. Present were 42 pastors, staff ministers, guests and others, as follows: 36 pastors; 3 vicars; 2 
staff ministers; and 1 guest (inclement weather prohibited the Synodical Council representative from 
attending).  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was adopted and the conference began. 
 
District President Glaeske began his report (written and available online).  Among other things, He 
informed us of: 
 
� The current state of vacancies within the Synod and the prospects for call on call day. (added to 

Pr. Glaeske’s report were the SCD call activity as follows: 
� Extension of call and acceptance thereof for Mrs. Beth Weed and Mrs. Alicen 

Patzewitsch to Calvary Lutheran School, Dallas, TX 
� Extension of call to Mrs. Katie Schlomer to Christ the Lord Lutheran School, Houston, 

TX 
� Extension of call and acceptance thereof for Pr. Jeremy Belter to Atonement 

Lutheran Church, Plano, TX 
� The priority of considering a Congregational Mission Offering for the ongoing support of the 

work of the Synod. 
� The reason for rejoicing in the “smoothness of the Synod budgeting process this year.” 

 
Questions and comments came from the floor and led to further discussion concerning: 
 
� Women’s Ministry 
� Clarification concerning the Endowment Funds 
� The relocation of the Synod Administration offices 
� Budgetary matters within the Synod 
� Congregational Mission Offerings 

 
After a brief break we welcomed ongoing discussion of President Glaeske’s report.  The conference 
thanked President Glaeske for his report. 
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Pastor Huebner led us in prayer. We broke for lunch at 12:15 pm.  Chairman Schlomer encouraged us 
(commanded us) to return by 1:15 pm. 
 
Pastor Matthew Doebler began the afternoon with a meditation on Genesis 19:1-26 reminding us of 
the angels’ protection when we are running into danger. 
 
After the afternoon devotion two reports followed.  We heard from 
 
� Pr. John Strackbein reported on behalf of The Board for World MissionsThe Board for World MissionsThe Board for World MissionsThe Board for World Missions highlighting and 

reading from various “world mission” blogs.  Pr. Strackbein also emphasized the presence 
within our world missions of a greater number of national pastors. 
 

� Pr. Caleb Schoeneck, our District Mission Board chairman, reported for The District MissiThe District MissiThe District MissiThe District Mission on on on 
BoardBoardBoardBoard    (available in print and online)(available in print and online)(available in print and online)(available in print and online) remind us of various deadlines for grant requests, 
highlighting the exciting activities of home missions within the SCD, and urging us to relish 
the blessings God brings to the Kingdom in those confirmed as adults. 
 

After these engaging mission reports the conference took a brief break. 
 
After a nice break, Pr. Tim Soukup presented the first essay of our conference on a series of themes 
loosely connected under the topic of Church and ministry issues, a lively isagogical study of 
Philippians entitled, Joy Joy Joy Joy inininin    Fellowship (available in print Fellowship (available in print Fellowship (available in print Fellowship (available in print and online).and online).and online).and online).  Discussion followed.  Pr. 
Soukup’s was thanked for his essay with a hearty “Rejoice!” from the conference attendees. 
 
Chairman Schlomer, as a result of his masterful managerial skills, found himself with extra time in 
this, his first conference, and therefore, called another break. 
 
After break, Pr. Joel Petermann, president of the North Atlantic District, was given the floor to offer a 
report on behalf of the NIV 2010 Study CommitteeNIV 2010 Study CommitteeNIV 2010 Study CommitteeNIV 2010 Study Committee    (available online)(available online)(available online)(available online).  The conference was encouraged 
to continue its discussion of Bible translation both at the circuit and district level, to make the NIV 
2010 Study Committee aware of questions and concerns, and to make use of the materials the 
committee has/will make available online (e.g. http://www.wels.net/news-events/forward-in-
christ/bible-revision-new-international-version-2101).  Considerable discussion followed.  After one 
extension of discussion time, the conference thanked Pr. Petermann for his presentation. 
    
Pastor M. Doebler took us to recess and dinner with prayer. 

    
Tuesday, May 3, 2011Tuesday, May 3, 2011Tuesday, May 3, 2011Tuesday, May 3, 2011    
 
Pastor David Schneider began our morning session at 9:05 am with a devotion based on Isaiah 6:1-7 
speaking to us about the holy presence of God and his angels. 
 
Pr. Paul Kuehn presented the day’s first essay, Exegesis of 2 Timothy 2:14Exegesis of 2 Timothy 2:14Exegesis of 2 Timothy 2:14Exegesis of 2 Timothy 2:14----19 19 19 19 ––––    “Do I Have God’s “Do I Have God’s “Do I Have God’s “Do I Have God’s 
Approval?” Approval?” Approval?” Approval?” (available in print and online).(available in print and online).(available in print and online).(available in print and online).  Discussion followed.  The essayist was thanked in the 
normal way. 
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After the essay, Pr. Koelpin was given the floor on behalf Northwestern Publishing House.  He 
introduced a pilot program for bulk book orders through the conference.  After some discussion and 
clarification, Chairman Schlomer called a break. 
 
After the break, Pastor Seth Dorn edified us with a Homiletical study of 1 Kings 18:16Homiletical study of 1 Kings 18:16Homiletical study of 1 Kings 18:16Homiletical study of 1 Kings 18:16----45 (available in 45 (available in 45 (available in 45 (available in 
print and online)print and online)print and online)print and online).  Discussion followed.  The conference thanked the essayist for his paper.       
 
Pastor Schneider prayed us to lunch. 
 
At 12:45 pm, Pastor Jon Semro turned our attention to Luke 24:1-8 heralding the Good News of the 
resurrection to life through Jesus announced by the angels at the empty tomb. 
 
After feeding our stomachs and our souls, announcements and motions were entertained by Pr. Nate 
Buege representing the Essay Committee and Adult Discipleship.  Among essay and conference 
location items that are represented later in the minutes, Pr. Buege highlighted these upcoming 
activities: 
 
� Prof. Mark Paustian will present a Hebrew Refresher on August 8 and 9, 2011 in Houston. 
� Pr. Buege and Patterson will conduct a marriage retreat at Cross of Christ in Universal City, TX 

on September 9 and 10, 2011. 
 
After announcements, Pastor Chris Esmay took the floor to answer the question, How far may we go How far may we go How far may we go How far may we go 
to celebrate unity with all true believers in Christ on earth?to celebrate unity with all true believers in Christ on earth?to celebrate unity with all true believers in Christ on earth?to celebrate unity with all true believers in Christ on earth? with a paper entitled, “Fellowship in Fellowship in Fellowship in Fellowship in 
2222ndndndnd’s”’s”’s”’s”.  Discussion followed.  The essayist was thanked for his paper with the traditional “rap.”   
 
Pastor Schlomer then led us through the last items of Conference business: 
 
� The offering totaling $263.00 was designated for Camp Shiloh by consensus of the body. 
� Acting secretary Pr. Koelpin announced the recipients of the 2011 Lone Star Grant.  There were 

22 recipients this year.  16 are at Luther Prep, 5 are at Martin Luther College.  1 is at Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary. 

 
 

Wisconsin Lutheran SeminaryWisconsin Lutheran SeminaryWisconsin Lutheran SeminaryWisconsin Lutheran Seminary    
William Dunn, WLS ’15 (Immanuel, Fort Worth) 

 
Martin Luther CollegeMartin Luther CollegeMartin Luther CollegeMartin Luther College    

Joel Hering, MLC ’13 (Divine Peace, Garland) 
Karis Kapler, MLC ’11 (Trinity, Mountain Home, AR) 
Eryn Kriewall, MLC ’14 (Our Savior, Arlington) 
Amelia Nemmers, MLC ’14 (Atonement, Plano) 

Charissa Scharf, MLC ’13 (Living Water, Hot Springs Village, AR) 
    

Luther PrepLuther PrepLuther PrepLuther Prep    
Lauren Elizondo, LPS ’14 (Our Savior, San Antonio) 
Jamie Hering, LPS ’11 (Divine Peace, Garland) 
Jenna Hering, LPS ’15 (Divine Peace, Garland) 

Joshua Hix, LPS ’12 (Prince of Peace, Flower Mound) 
Kendra Inman, LPS ’11 (Mt. Olive, Tulsa, OK) 
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Erika Koelpin, LPS ’14 (Calvary, Dallas) 
Micah Koelpin, LPS ’12 (Calvary, Dallas) 

Brittany Patton, LPS ’14 (Abiding Word, Houston) 
James Penrod, LPS ’14 (Cross of Christ, Universal City) 

Andrew Nemmers, LPS ’11 (Atonement, Plano) 
Rebecca Nemmers, LPS ’13 (Atonement, Plano) 

Annette Scharf, LPS ’11 (Living Water, Hot Springs Village, AR) 
Marah Schneider, LPS ’14 (Cross of Christ, Universal City) 

Nathan Vieths, LPS ’13 (Calvary, Dallas) 
Katelyn Vollmer, LPS ’13 (Our Savior, San Antonio) 
Scott Vollmer, LPS ’14 (Our Savior, San Antonio) 

 
� The Essay Committee announced April 2012’s essay theme:  “Adult Learning”: 

� Three sessions by Pr. Thomas Kock from Adult Discipleship entitled “Learning How “Learning How “Learning How “Learning How 
Adults Learn”Adults Learn”Adults Learn”Adults Learn”  

� Exegetical paper on    1 Corinthians 6:121 Corinthians 6:121 Corinthians 6:121 Corinthians 6:12----20 “Everything is permissible, but…”20 “Everything is permissible, but…”20 “Everything is permissible, but…”20 “Everything is permissible, but…” by Pr. Paul 
Seager  

� Exegetical paper on    Romans 14 “Freedom and Love in Tension”Romans 14 “Freedom and Love in Tension”Romans 14 “Freedom and Love in Tension”Romans 14 “Freedom and Love in Tension” by Pr. John Vieths 
� The slate of essays was moved and accepted. 
� Essayists are reminded to keep their work to 12 written pages so that it can be read in 

about 45 minutes at normal reading speed. 
� Next year’s Pastoral Study Conference will be held April 16-17, 2012 at Divine Peace in Garland, 

TX.  A motion reflecting this was moved, seconded and accepted. 
� Thank yous were offered to Pastor Chuck Huebner and Grace Lutheran Church and School, our 

presenters, our worship coordinator and worship leaders, and the various reporters.   
� The secretary also requests that all essayists, presenters, and reporters please email their 

materials to him for web-posting. 
 
The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive them.  
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 2:22 pm. 
 
Following these final announcements, Pastor Dave Kapler focused our minds on Matthew 24:29-33… 
reminding us of the angel’s gathering of the elect on the last day. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor John M. Koelpin, Acting Conference Secretary 
 


