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Go  into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Mark 15:16 W
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Our Mission
Michigan Lutheran Seminary exists to give teens the opportunity to 
train for the full-time ministry of the gospel. Our role, so well aligned 
with the other three ministerial education schools of the WELS, ensures 
the supply of young men and women whose training enables them to 
carry out the great commission of our Lord. 

A System Worth Preserving
The Wisconsin Synod has a unique and valuable gem in our 
four-school, three-tiered system. This system, unlike any other, 
is praised and envied by other churches. It continues to supply 
well-trained workers to a world that more desperately needs 
their message with each passing year.

www.mlsem.org

President’s  
Message
The 2010-11 school year at MLS is an 
exciting one.  We began the year with a 
freshman class that is 50 percent larger than 
the previous one.  By the first semester’s 
end, we have received 58 applications for 
next year’s freshman class.  That is well over 
20 more than we had received by December 
2009; we are confident that the new class 
of 2015 will be as large, or larger, than our 
class of 2014.  MLS admitted four transfer 
students for the second semester, so its 
enrollment for this year has grown.

Our active co-curricular program had 
excitement in two activities in the first 
semester.  Our varsity football team won 
a playoff berth in the state tournament. 
Our Court Street Players presented the Neil 
Simon comedy, 45 Seconds from Broadway, 
in November.  This was a change in our 
schedule; MLS has not produced a fall  
play, other than children’s theater, in over 
30 years.

While our senior class is small, by semester’s 
end 73 percent of the class had applied to 
one of the academic programs at MLC.  We 
anticipate a strong majority of the seniors 
will be freshmen at New Ulm next fall.

While there was much excitement on 
campus in the first semester, there was 
much good, solid academic work going on 
in the classrooms and study areas of MLS.  
There was also good attention to God’s 
Word in the classroom and in morning and 
evening chapel services.  God’s Word and 
academics are the most important things at 
MLS.  They are the activities that we spend 
the most time on.  That is the best way to 
prepare our students for the programs at 
Martin Luther College and for service to  
our Savior.

Recruitment News
In cooperation with the ministerial education system, world missions, and home missions of the 
WELS, MLS will be expanding its international program next school year.  Professor Norv Kock will 
be the director of this expansion.

The expansion is designed to help with our world-wide gospel outreach effort by providing 
valuable training to students from foreign fields who can use that instruction back home or in the 
United States.  MLS has been involved with international work for thirty years.  The main changes 
that the expansion will produce are a slight increase in the numbers of international students 
and having students from a few more foreign fields than in the past.

As the second semester begins, the MLS recruitment staff is busy making visits off campus and 
hosting students, teachers, and parents on campus.  The staff is organizing the summer’s Project 
Titus trips to four congregations in our country and three world mission destinations.  Specific 
recruitment events for the second semester include the following:

 Jan 18 Frosh Ministry Day
 Jan 21 MLS Open House
 Jan 28 MLS Mission Seminar
 Feb 4-5 Boys’ Small School Basketball Tournament
 Feb 11-12 Boys’ Large School Basketball Tournament
 Mar 12 Science and Fine Arts Fair
 Mar 16-21 Sophomore Tour to MLC and WLS
 Mar 31-Apr 1 Hardin Street Harmony Mini-Tour
 Apr 2 Orientation and High School Placement Testing
 Apr 15-25 MLS Concert Choir Tour to East Coast Congregations
 Jun 1 MLS Grade School Track Meet

This year MLS has fifteen students from the ELS mission in Seoul, South Korea. There is one senior boy 
from China. Four students are attending from the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of Germany. Two 
students are from Ontario, Canada. One student is from the Ukraine. We are pleased to have them 
with us this year.
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MLS update

Michigan Lutheran Seminary

2777 Hardin Street
Saginaw, MI 48602

Phone: 989-793-1041
Fax: 989-793-4213

Recruitment Contacts: Rev. Norv Kock, nlk@mlsem.org or Rev. Andrew Naumann, atn@mlsem.org

I thank God every time I remember you. 
In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the �rst day until now...

Philippians 1:3-5 
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Chapel Renovation
After more than 25 years of heavy use, the Michigan Lutheran Seminary chapel-
auditorium is undergoing a remodeling.  The large project is a gift to the school from 
generous donors to the MLS Foundation.

Before 1985, the MLS chapel had been the school’s gymnasium.  In the 1985 construction 
of the chapel, the old wood floor had been carpeted.  Once attractive, the 25-year-old 
carpeting showed its age.  It also deadened the music and voice sounds in the large room 
that is used for worship, concerts, and stage productions.  The builder of the chapel’s pipe 
organ and an acoustical engineering company both strongly encouraged the school to 
replace the carpeting with a hard surface.

When finished, the large room will have a new oak floor with cherry wood accents, 
new molding around the stage opening, new stage curtains, and reupholstered chapel 
furniture.  The room will have a new paint scheme and new provisions for sound wiring 
and stage lighting.  By  March, the chapel will have a fresh and updated look—and much 
better sound and lighting for worship, music, and theater productions.

Junior Night
MLC pastor-track student Joe 
Lindloff (MLS ’08) speaks to juniors 
and their parents at Junior Night.  
Rachel Sellnow (MLS ’09) made a 
presentation about the MLC teacher 
track.  Representatives of the MLC 
admissions program and Prof. 
John Brenner (MLS ‘69) from WLS 
also spoke at the annual event this 
December.

New 
Instructor
Mrs. Melissa LaBair joined the MLS 
faculty on the first day of the second 
semester of 2010-11.  She accepted a 
six-month emergency instructor’s call 
to teach English, help in dormitory 
supervision, and coach.  Her work 
will help the school as it calls for a 
new president and as it adjusts its 
curriculum to make a significant 
change in its recruitment program.

Instructor LaBair is a 1999 MLS 
alumna and a graduate of Martin 
Luther College.  She has had six 
years of teaching experience in both 
elementary and secondary classrooms.  
She and her husband, Seth, who also is 
an alumnus of MLS, live in one of the 
dormitory apartments.

MLS was able to extend this call 
because of unexpected generous gifts 
to the school designated to provide 
faculty assistance at a time when the 
school was experiencing growth.  The 
gifts and Mrs. LaBair will insure that 
our academic, dormitory, and  
co-curricular programs remain strong.
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