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Our conference opened at 10 am with Divine Service commemorating St. Timothy, 
pastor and confessor. Pastor James Krause presided and Pr. John Koester preached on 2 
Timothy 1:1-7, reminding us that what Paul told Timothy he would tell us – remember 
your faith, remember Christ.  Those attending were fed on the body and blood of Christ. 
 
After a brief break, Pr. Bill Gabb called the conference to order. The secretary called the 
roll. Present were 91 pastors, teachers, lay delegates, and guests, as follows: 41 pastors; 
25 delegates; 3 vicars; 7 teachers; 4 staff ministers; and 11 guests.  Excuses were noted.  
The agenda was adopted and the conference began. 
 
Before reports, Pr. Gabb opened the floor to nominations for a new conference 
chairman to replace him (retiring in June 2011).  The following men were nominated: 
 

� Pr. Larry Schlomer 
� Pr. Eric Hartzell 
� Pr. Tim Soukup 
� Pr. Andrew Schroer 

 
District President Glaeske made his report (printed and available online).  He paused in 
his report for lunch. 
 
Pr. Koester led us in prayer. We broke for lunch at 12:00pm.  Chairman Gabb 
encouraged us (commanded us) to return by 1:00pm. 
 
Pr. Karl Gurgel began the afternoon with a meditation on 1 Kings 19:1-13, diagnosing us 
with SAD (spiritual affective disorder) and prescribing the only medication:  the Son’s 
light. 
 
President Glaeske finished his report.  Some discussion followed, focusing on the NIV 
2011 study committee work.  Pres. Glaeske was thanked for his report. 
 



Mr. Harvey Dunn, our Synodical Council representative, took the floor to make his 
report.  Questions and discussion followed, focusing on the potential sale/renovation of 
Synod headquarters in Milwaukee.  Mr. Dunn was thanked for his report. 
 
A run-off election for conference chairman was held.  The two candidates were Prs. 
Hartzell and Schlomer. 
 
More reports followed.  
 
Pr. Caleb Schoeneck (District Mission Board chairman) presented the District Mission 
Board report (printed and online).  He was thanked. 
 
Chairman Gabb reported the successful election of his successor, Pr. Larry Schlomer 
(Christ the Lord, Houston, TX).  He will assume the mantle of conference chairman for 
the April 2011 pastoral study conference (Grace, Lowell, AR, May 2-3, 2011). 
 
The Board for World Missions was represented by former board member, Pr. Steve 
Valleskey (printed and PowerPoint report).  He was thanked. 
 
Pr. John Hering energetically offered his Commission on Evangelism report (printed 
and online).  He was thanked, energetically. 
 
The District Worship coordinator, Pr. Brian Doebler, made a brief report (printed and 
online).  He was thanked. 
 
Pr. Jon Semro reported (printed and online) on behalf of Special Ministries and brought 
forward a proposal for possible conference action – contracting with WLCFS for the 
South Central District to take part in the Member Assistance Program.  He was thanked. 
 
The District’s Adult Discipleship coordinator, Pr. Nate Buege, reported (printed and 
online).  He was thanked. 
 
Pr. Wayne Fischer, the director of Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat, reported (printed and 
online) on goings-on out at the camp and coming events.  He was thanked. 
 
Pr. Dave Liggett (Ministry of Christian Giving director) was given the floor to report 
(printed and online).  He was thanked. 
 
A brief break was taken.  More reports followed the break: 
 
Teacher Jim Henrickson, our district’s coordinator for the Commission on Lutheran 
Schools, reported.  He was thanked. 
 
Luther Preparatory School (Watertown, WI) was represented by their recruitment 
director, Pr. Nathan Scharf.  He was thanked. 
 



Prof. Jim Hahn came from New Ulm to report on behalf of Martin Luther College and 
their Mission Advancement office and was thanked. 
 
Pr. Richard Schleicher reported on behalf of WELS Church Extension Fund and was 
thanked. 
 
Mr. Don Krueger represented LACE and was thanked. 
 
Reports concerning district funds and goings-on were brought to the floor by Pr. 
Benjamin Tomczak (printed and online). 
 
Pr. Emeritus Jim Radloff took the floor to report about the work of China Partners and 
was thanked. 
   
Following the reports, Prof. Emeritus Alan Siggelkow was given the floor to lead us in 
our study and discussion concerning addictions and their impact on pastors, teachers, 
and members.  The first session was a brief study of encouragement in 1 Thessalonians 
called Brother to Brother Encouragement.Brother to Brother Encouragement.Brother to Brother Encouragement.Brother to Brother Encouragement.    
 
Pr. Gurgel took us to recess and dinner with prayer. 
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Pr. Kevin Mau began our morning session at 9:00 am with a devotion based on Job 
19:13-27 reminding us of how bad friends can be some times, but how incredible God’s 
grace, our Redeemer, is! 
 
Prof. Siggelkow opened the second session of our study of addictions, Definition of Definition of Definition of Definition of 
Addiction: Scriptural and Secular.Addiction: Scriptural and Secular.Addiction: Scriptural and Secular.Addiction: Scriptural and Secular.     He led us in a discussion of the warning signs for 
various kinds of abuse and addictions. 
 
We broke briefly.  Mr. Bill Meier, the new director of WELS Kingdom Workers, briefly 
introduced himself to the body and made himself available to the conference.  The 
third session of study, The Need for Prevention and Treatment, The Need for Prevention and Treatment, The Need for Prevention and Treatment, The Need for Prevention and Treatment, followed. 
 
Pr. Mau prayed us to lunch. 
 
Pr. Mark Tiefel welcomed us back from lunch with Jonah 2:1-10, reminding us that in 
our powerlessness to prevent our sinful faults, God was so powerful to remove those 
faults in Christ. 
 
President Glaeske took a moment to congratulate Pr. Larry Schlomer on his election to 
the office of conference chairman.  He then took a moment to wax eloquent about our 
outgoing chairman, Pr. Bill Gabb, thanking Christ for the blessings brought through the 
South Central Conference through him.  The conference thanked him in our usual ways 
(twice!). 
 



Prof. Siggelkow led session four, Assisting Others in BreAssisting Others in BreAssisting Others in BreAssisting Others in Breaking the Cycle of Addiction.aking the Cycle of Addiction.aking the Cycle of Addiction.aking the Cycle of Addiction.    
 
After discussion closed, some conference business was discussed. 
 

� Discussion was reopened on an item referred by Pr. Jon Semro, our 
Special Ministries coordinator.   

� He made two recommendations: 
• First, that our District purchase 10 sessions of internet 

counseling through Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family 
Services (WLCFS) at $70/session ($700 initial outlay) for 
our called workers and their family members.   

• Second, that our District approve the Special Ministries 
coordinator publicizing the availability of the counseling 
program to all district congregations.  In this program, 
individual congregations would, at the direction and 
referral of the local pastor, decide whether or not to make 
use of the program.  If they decide to do so, they would 
contact the Special Ministries coordinator for help in 
setting up the program.  Congregations would be billed 
quarterly for such usage by WLCFS. 

� Further sessions would follow if funds are approved and the 
District decides to maintain the program.   

� It was moved and supported.  Discussion followed.  The question 
was called.  The motion passed. 

� At the request of some of our districts teachers, there was a discussion 
about the meaning and purpose of the January PTD conference due to 
scheduling challenges for our District’s schools. 

� Because we are constitutionally required to meet as a conference 
(pastors, male teachers, lay delegates) biennially, we must meet 
in some form some time during this period. 

� Chairman Gabb suggested the discussion be handed over to the 
District Presidium.  This will be brought before the gathered 
pastors, male teachers, and delegates at some future time. 

� Pr. Nate Buege reported on the future of the Pastor-Teacher-Family 
Conference (held in Galveston in 2009 and 2010).  After consultation with 
both the pastors and teachers conferences, it was suggested that we have 
the Pastor-Teacher-Family Conference every other year (with separate 
pastor-teacher sessions so that teachers can earn their continuing 
education credits), with normally scheduled pastor and teacher 
conferences in the “off” years. 

� The Essay Committee announced October 2011’s essay themes: A Study A Study A Study A Study 
of NIV 2010 (exegetical and isagogical, with comparison to other of NIV 2010 (exegetical and isagogical, with comparison to other of NIV 2010 (exegetical and isagogical, with comparison to other of NIV 2010 (exegetical and isagogical, with comparison to other 
translations):translations):translations):translations): 

� Gender-Neutral/Inclusive Language/Feminism – Pr. Dave Bivens 
� Justification Passages – Pr. Mark Tiefel 
� The Jews in the Gospels – Pr. Dan Voigt  



� The Means of Grace – Pr. Brian Doebler 
� Messianic (Rectilinear) Prophecy – Pr. Eric Hartzell 

� The Essay Committee announced January 2012’s essay themes:  
Speaking the Truth in Love about Tough Topics 

� Christ-Centered Marriages – A light exegesis of 1 Peter 3:1-7 – Pr. 
Don Patterson  

� Paul and Women (1 Corinthians, 1 Timothy, Titus) – Pr. Joseph 
Koelpin 

� A Pastoral Response to Domestic Violence/Abuse – Pr. Kevin Mau 
� Bible Study: How do we handle gay marriage issues in our 

country? – Pr. Nate Buege 
� The Role of Women in the Church Through the Centuries – Pr. 

Matt Doebler 
� Essayists are reminded to keep their work to 12 written pages so that it 

can be read in about 45 minutes at normal reading speed. 
� Our conference offering of $744 will be sent on to China Partners. 
� Next year’s Pastor-Teacher-Delegate Conference will be held on January 

19-20, 2012 at St. Mark, Duncanville, TX. 
� Thank yous were offered to Pastor James Krause and the members of 

Gethsemane, our presenter, our worship coordinator and worship 
leaders, and the various reporters. 

� The secretary also requests that all essayists, presenters, and reporters 
please email their materials to him for web-posting. 

� The secretary read the minutes and they were received. 
� A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 3:29 pm. 

 
Following these final announcements, Pr. Ron Semro focused our minds on 2 
Corinthians 4:7-18. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor Benjamin J. Tomczak, Conference Secretary 
 


