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AFRICA 

 
Cameroon – WELS work in Cameroon is continuing once again with the help of a second year 
vicar in the person of Joel Hoff who is working with lay leaders. The mission team is concentrating 
on teaching stewardship, leadership, and administration at all levels this year -- training the pastors 
for one week, the certified assistants for two weeks, and the men wanting to become certified 
assistants for three weeks.  Peggy Myers continues to work with the ladies whose spiritual growth is 
helping to stabilize the church, especially in the Northwest Region.  The only current potential 
complication is the election of the Cameroon president in 2011.  The team will have to leave the 
country for at least a month during this time.  
 
Malawi – There are special and serious challenges in Malawi these days.  One challenge has to do 
with relationships.  The national church is at a stage in which it can be difficult to live with, or live 
without, a foreign mission’s help.  Another challenge is logistical.  The problem of serving 135+ 
congregations with so few pastors continues to trouble this young Synod.  But where there are 
special challenges, God gives special gifts to his Church.  The six WELS missionaries in Malawi 
mesh well and have an average Field 
experience of 13 years.  The 26 national 
pastors are a stable group and have an 
average of 11 years in the ministry.   
 
Nigeria – While the work in both synods 
– Christ the King Lutheran Church and 
All Saints Lutheran Church – continues, 
problems within each synod also 
continue. Pastoral unrest and 
questionable teachings and practice 
demonstrate how weak our influence on 
our distant brothers and sisters in Nigeria 
is.  Team Nigeria is taking a pro-active 
stance in addressing these problems. 
 
Zambia – This year (2010) the LCCA Continuing Education Programme for LCCA pastors was 
hosted in Lilongwe at our Bible Institute.   Professor Allen Sorum from WELS Seminary was the 
invited instructor.  He had lessons on Leadership and a review of 1st and 2nd Thessalonians. 
   
The Board of Control has established an Advanced Continuing Education Program called the 
Greater Africa Theological Studies Institute (GRATSI).   
Goal 
To provide pastors in the Lutheran Church of Central Africa, Christ the King Lutheran church, All 
Saints Lutheran Church, and Lutheran Church of Cameroon synods and opportunity for advanced 
studies in theology.  
 
 



Benefit 
To provide structured and directed advanced education for pastors with the desire to further their 
study of God’s Word that results in;  
 
a. A Bachelor of Divinity (BDiv) degree issued by the Pastoral Studies Institute of the Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary (Mequon, WI, USA) upon successful completion of the course. 
 
b. A potential pool of qualified national pastors, in the greater African Lutheran churches, for 
teaching in the various African Bible institutes and seminaries (LCCA, CKLCN, and LCC).   
 
The first GRATSI class was held in Lusaka from the 2nd through the 6th of August.   The five 
Zambian pastors chosen were Pastors Kamwata, Simweeleba, Tarisayi, Phiri and Mutentami.  The 
alternates were Pastors Mweete, Shanzala, Milambo, Mbonga, Mutuwa and Kalyobwe.   Professor 
Allen Sorum was the teacher.     
 
We are thankful to those congregations who send their pastors for this important time of education 
and fellowship. 
 
 

 
EUROPE 

 
Albania – Faithful Agron and Mikel are carrying on Gospel ministry in two places in Albania.  John 
Vogt’s visits and work with these men is strengthening and improving their ministry at a slow but 
steady pace. 
 

Bulgaria – The people of the BLC continue to preach and teach 
God’s Word in four separate areas including the large urban 
area of Sofia in the West, Varna along the Black Sea in the East, 
and in Dunavsti in the North among the Roma (gypsy). Excellent 
growth opportunities exist in Bulgaria.  The people of the BLC 
are taking important steps to continue ministry despite an 
economy that lags behind the rest of Europe and declining 
support from the USA. 
 
Russia – As of the fall of 2010, we will have two American 
missionaries on the field who, together with a gifted Russian 
pastor, and two full-time seminary students will care for the 
members of four congregations. Pastor Igor Logvinov and the 
two seminary students conducted services while the 
Wolfgramms were on furlough. Pastor Arno Wolfgramm, with his 
wife Joan, has joined Pastor John Vogt as a part-time professor 
in the Concordia Seminary.  Three Russian deaconesses help 
care for the spiritual needs of children, the sick, and the deaf in 
Iskitim and Berdsk.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LATIN AMERICA 
 

Bolivia – In May, 2007, the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (FIEL) in Bolivia asked 
WELS to help it become a Biblical, Lutheran Church body. We are seeing results of our 7 LATTE 
teaching trips as FIEL struggles to understand and to put Biblical doctrine into practice. FIEL is 
taking our courses and teaching them to those from the interior who can’t attend our classes.  
 
 
Brazil - Two Brazilian pastors and one volunteer WELS missionary, together with zealous lay 
leaders, continue to share the risen Christ in their respective locations of the world's fifth largest 
country.  The Brazilian church's home mission in Presidente Prudente is looking into hosting special 
events in the community to find new contacts and prospects.  The Gravatai congregation is 
updating its plans to become self-supporting.  Increased internet capability in Dourados provides 
the opportunity for online ministerial education from a LATTE professor in Mexico. 
 
Colombia – Due to God’s grace and blessing, the congregations in Colombia continue to prosper 
under the direction of their own national leadership.  The spiritual needs of the congregations are 
being met, training of members for ministry is being done, the congregations are active in 
evangelism, and outreach continues to be done to other cities of Colombia.  The national church 
leaders are now concentrating more attention on developing a more advanced theological training 
program.   
 
Dominican Republic  (DR)–  Attendance at Lamb of God  in Moca has grown by 15%. The Moca 
congregation is starting a radio program, using a station that covers the entire Cibao region, an 
area of approximately 4 million people.  The congregations Lamb of God and Soldier of Christ in 
Santiago have received 17,000 copies of the Bible Teaching Series from Multi-Language 
Publications. These books will be a great help to the evangelism program of these congregations. 
 
Haiti – Haiti is a new area of outreach for our 
synod since the devastating earthquake in 
January of this year.  Pastor Rona Abraham, a 
Hatian who was trained by LATTE in the DR, 
has been working there only a few months but 
already his visits are blessed with 16 people 
studying the Bible with him in the Cap Haitien 
area. Cap Haïtien is a city of over a million 
people in which there seems to be plenty of 
need and opportunity for gospel outreach.  In 
the aftermath of the earthquake the need in 
Haiti seems greater than ever. Pastor Rona 
reports that the illiteracy rate is about 80%. 
Missionary Terry Schultz and Robert Smith 
plan a visit here October 11-15.  
 
Internet Evangelism - Multi-Language Publications has done some pioneering work in the field of 
internet evangelism and distance learning through its Spanish Publications Director, Gonzalo 
Delgadillo. There are regular church services every Sunday at 8 am via Skype (Iglesia Virtual, the 
Virtual Church).  Quite a few people attend this service regularly. The membership list includes 46 
people. There are also many contacts through the Virtual Church. God blessed the mission field in 
Colombia with a new congregation in Quibdó because its pastor studied the Scriptures with 
Gonzalo. 
 
LATTE (Latin American Traveling Theological Educators) –  LATTE professors were able to 
continue the course delivery in distance learning that had been planned for the last six months in 
spite of other heavy responsibilties. Prof. Strackbein has been able to incorporate Pastor Henry 



Herrara of Medellín,Colombia with the course work he is offering in the DR thus lessening the need 
for frequent trips to Colombia.  LATTE teaching trips to parts of the Caribbean and Bolivia continue 
as well as the Bible Institute and Seminary instruction and pastoral work in Leon. In the next week a 
new on-line class will be offered to the three pastors of ConLut of Guatemala for the three pastors 
he met on his visit there earlier this month. A seminar is being planned for all the pastors of ConLut 
for January or February—one that can't be offered on-line since many of their pastors live in the 
mountains where internet service is unavailable. 
 
Mexico - In spite of the challenges faced due to the increased insecurity in some areas of the 
country, God continues to bless His church in Mexico. 7 national pastors and 5 seminary students 
serve the 10 congregations and 18 preaching stations throughout the country. In July the women 
held the first national convention for Lutheran Ladies in Monterrey. Women from all parts of the 
country attended. They are planning a second convention in the summer of 2012.  A new church 
building was dedicated in Torreón in September. The national church formally adopted the website 
www.luteranosmexicanos.net as their official website and are using it to serve those living in areas 
of the country where there are no Lutheran churches nearby. 
 
 
 

 
NATIVE AMERICAN MISSION 

 
ACTS (Apache Christian Training School) – ACTS currently has about 60 students enrolled, with 
a hand-full of men enrolled in the pre-seminary program.  Dan Rautenberg is serving as the director 
and professor.  During the next year, professors from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will visit ACTS 
to present seminars for the students. 
 
Apache Congregations – Congregations at East Fork, Canyon Day, Whiteriver, Peridot, San 
Carlos, Bylas, Cibecue, and McNary continue to be served by two WELS missionaries and one 
Evangelist on the northern reservation and two WELS missionaries on the southern reservation.  
Each location continues to focus on building Christian leaders for the future long-term stability of the 
church.  
 
Apache Schools – East Fork and Peridot schools both have dedicated staffs of teachers who are 
sharing God’s Word with about 75 students on the northern reservation and about 75 students on 
the southern reservation.   
 
 
 

ASIA-PACIFIC RIM 
 

Japan – Our lone missionary in Japan continues to work with 
national pastors to nurture Japanese Lutherans and reach out to 
those who don’t know Jesus.   
 
Indonesia – A call has been extended for a WELS pastor to 
serve as a resident professor at the Indonesian seminary.  This 
seminary professor will teach doctrine courses and exegetical 
Greek.  This will enable the next generation of national pastors 
to search the New Testament Scriptures in the original Greek, 
and to have the certainty that our teachings are clearly based on 
God’s Word.  
 
Thailand – A new Field Coordinator for Thailand, Pastor Ken 
Pasch, was commissioned for work in that country at a worship 



service in Arizona on October 24.  He will soon be traveling to Thailand to work with Thai national 
pastors and leaders to better coordinate the training and outreach efforts in that country. 
 

 
 
 

EAST ASIA 
 
Asia Lutheran Seminary (ALS) – ALS continues its existence as a small, viable, and respectable 
seminary in Hong Kong.  A second graduation will be held with three students receiving degrees on 
November 1.  ALS is engaging the challenge presented by greater East Asia.  The transfer of the 
school's presidency will take place on January 1 with the installation of Dr. Steve Witte at the 
November graduation.  ALS intends to increase the number of distance learning students using 
electronic attendance in 2011. 
 
 
 

SOUTH ASIA 
 

India – The Lord continues to bless the heart and soul of the WELS work in India, the theological 
training program. In August ninety-three men were enrolled in the seminary and pre-seminary. On 
July 16th eleven men went through the seminary graduation ceremony. All graduates and pastors 
attend Pastors’ Institute, which is held for three days every three months. Papers are read, 
Scripture is studied and every Pastors’ Institute contains a half a day of studying resources on the 
internet. In addition, every pastor receives a monthly Bible study lesson and sermons studies.  

 
Nepal – The church in Nepal is being 
blessed by God in extraordinary ways.  It is 
exhibiting the spirit of the early church 
where “they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer . . . and 
the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42,47)  In 
September, 2010, 102 people gathered for 
the ninth worker training workshop in Nepal 
to study The History of the Christian Church.  
National leaders are now the main teachers 
at the workshop.  These devout Christians 
knew they had been “completely in the dark” 

about the early church history and the Reformation in Germany with Luther.  Now they appreciate 
the sacrifices that others have made to preserve the treasure of the Gospel.  Their awareness of 
the controversies that have troubled the Christian church will also “put them on guard” against these 
heresies so that the “same mistakes are less likely to be repeated. 
 
While the workshop was being conducted, the first-ever shipment of Luther’s Catechism in Nepali 
arrived.  The leaders of the church put a great amount of effort into translating the catechism.  The 
Nepali catechism looks identical to the Kuske Catechism in America –except for the words written in 
Nepali. It is a beautiful book. There were tears in many eyes. 
 
Materials are being published to share with Tibetan refugees along the border with Tibet. We are 
aware of no other Christian ministry working with the people of Tibet.  The church in Nepal is just 
starting to reach out this population and already some of the refugees have converted to 
Christianity.   
 



Pakistan – The mission in Pakistan grows like a beautiful rose in the desert.  Surrounded by a 
nation that is 97% Muslim many seeds are being sown.    More than 67,000 Christian books have 
been distributed.  More than 24,000 people have been enrolled in the Bible Correspondence & 
Teaching School.  There is a great hunger for the gospel in this country though militant Islam is on 
the rise.  In spite of the threat of persecution the gospel is being shared boldly.  10,000 copies of 
The Promise have been published into Pashtu – the language of the northwest tribal region of 
Pakistan.  20,000 copies of The Promise have been published into Punjabi, a third language of 
Pakistan.  Plans are being made to translate the Kuske Catechism into Urdu.  The “Feeding Jesus’ 
Lambs in Pakistan” Sunday School ministry cares for 1,341 children in 31 different Sunday Schools.  
Medical clincs are conducted every Friday.  Flood relief was provided on many occasions and in 
spite of personal danger.  Christian literature was also shared with Muslims.  These humanitarian 
efforts open many hearts and minds to the love of Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Want stories direct from the mission field? 
Visit the WELS Missions Blog at http://blogs.wels.net/missions 


