
Minutes of the 

South Central Pastor-Teacher-Family 
Conference 

Victorian Suites, Galveston, TX 

October 27-29, 2010 
 

Wednesday, October 27, 2010Wednesday, October 27, 2010Wednesday, October 27, 2010Wednesday, October 27, 2010    

Pastor (Pr.) John Hering opened our conference at 7pm with a devotion on Acts 26:9-18.  
Our conference devotions and worship follow the theme, “Fields Ripe for the Harvest: 
Called to Mission in the Book of Acts.”  Pr. Hering’s devotion reminded us that we are 
converted for the mission by God’s grace.”  
 
Following the devotion, Pr. Ken Fisher led the assembled group in the first session of 
our mission conference discussing The heart of the harvesterThe heart of the harvesterThe heart of the harvesterThe heart of the harvester, reminding us that even 
as we wrestle with the challenges that sin brings into our ministries, we have so many 
harvest victories to celebrate. 
    
After the presentation, the group broke from fellowship. 
 

Thursday, October 28, 2010.Thursday, October 28, 2010.Thursday, October 28, 2010.Thursday, October 28, 2010.    
Pr. Larry Schlomer began the second day of our conference at 9am, leading the plenary 
group in the second session of the conference, The eye of the harvester.The eye of the harvester.The eye of the harvester.The eye of the harvester.        Using 2 
Corinthians 1:1-6:10 Pr. Schlomer used law and gospel to have us look through the eyes 
of the Corinthians at the souls around us, at our callings, and at ourselves 
 
At 10:15am, the conference broke.  At 10:30 the conference reconvened for Divine 
Service.  Pr. Caleb Schoeneck presided and Pr. Brian Doebler preached.  Pr. Doebler’s 
sermon text was John 4:31-38.  Those gathered were fed by the Word spoken, sung, and 
distributed in Holy Communion. 
 
Lunch followed the Divine Service.  Families were given free time and the called 
workers reunited at 1:30pm to hear the standard conference reports. 
 
At 1:35pm, District President Vilas Glaeske took the floor first to offer his report.  Some 
questions and discussion followed.  Pres. Glaeske requested the District Council to meet 
at 2:45pm after our reports. 
 
Pr. Caleb Schoeneck took the floor and offered the District Mission Board report. 
 



Teacher Jeff Inniger (Associate Director, Commission on Lutheran Schools) reported for 
CLS. 
 
Pres. Glaeske took a moment to welcome the new workers to our District 

• Ms. Nicole Wendt (1-2 grade teacher, Calvary, Dallas), 
• Pr. Mark Tiefel (Abiding Word, Houston), 
• E. John Fredrich (Principal, Gethsemane, Oklahoma City), 
• Kevin Boushek (College Station, TX), Daniel Waldschmidt (Grace, Scroggins, TX), 

Nathan Zastrow (Holy Word, Austin), our District’s vicars, 

• and Jocelyn Connell (Hispanic ministry coordinator at Holy Word, Austin). 
 
The conference broke at 2:45pm.  The District Council met briefly during the break. 
 
The third session of the conference (for called workers only) focused on the the the the 
responsibility of the harvester.  responsibility of the harvester.  responsibility of the harvester.  responsibility of the harvester.  Pastors and teachers divided to hear ministry specific 
presentations.  The pastors were led by Pr. Ken Fisher again for a ministry discussion 
and workshop, focusing especially on the issue of assessment in the ministry (pros and 
cons, strengths/weaknesses, barriers [valid and less so]).  Teacher Jim Henrickson 
focused on Lutheran elementary school continuing education. 
 
Break came at 4:30pm. 
 
At 4:45 pm, the pastors and teachers returned for more ministry specific sessions under 
the theme, The Resources of the Harvester.  The Resources of the Harvester.  The Resources of the Harvester.  The Resources of the Harvester.  Pr. Ken Fisher talked about approaches and 
ways to fund ministry (especially three-year appeals, endowments, and grant writing) 
with the pastors.  Mission Counselor, Pr. Ed Schuppe, talked to teachers about the 
Lutheran elementary school as an outreach tool. 
 
At 6pm, the conference broke for dinner.  Pr. Tim Soukup ended the evening with a 
devotion on Acts 8:1b-4 under the theme, “We are Graciously Given Godly Examples.” 
 
Fellowship for the pastors, teachers, and families followed. 
 

Friday, October 29, 2010Friday, October 29, 2010Friday, October 29, 2010Friday, October 29, 2010    

At 9am, Pr. Bill Gabb opened the third day of our conference with a devotion on Acts 
4:23-31, the theme, “We are Equipped by God’s Grace.” 
 
Mission Counselor Ed Schuppe took the floor to lead the plenary group for the fifth 
session of the mission conference, The harvester and priorities.The harvester and priorities.The harvester and priorities.The harvester and priorities. 
 
At 11:24am, Pr. Bill Gabb took the floor to handle all pending conference business. 
 

� Thank yous were offered to all the people who helped make the 
conference successful – organizers, planners, worship coordinators, 



leaders, musicians and vocalists, baby-sitters, and of course the hotel.  
And, the presenters were also thanked for their time. 

� Blessings were offered to the children among us attending Luther Prep 
School from our District. 

� Pres. Glaeske offered a fond fare to Mrs. Joanna Buchik for her years of 
service to the District at Lord of Life, Friendswood.  She will be taking up 
the vocation of mother now. 

� 36 pastors, 22 teachers, 4 staff ministers, 29 spouses, about 60 children, 6 
babysitters, and some grandparents – for a total of about 160 – attended 
this year’s conference (60 less adults and children than last year). 

� Our conference offering of $800.00 will be sent on to Luther Preparatory 
School (Watertown, WI). 

� He reminded everyone to fill out their conference feedback form. 
� Next year’s fall Conference will be held on October 3-4 (Capital Circuit, if 

Pastoral study conference), October 6-7 (Lord of Life, Friendswood if 
Teacher Conference) or October 5-7 (Galveston, if family conference).  
Please put those dates in your calendar now.  The decision will be made 
at Pastor-Teacher-Delegate Conference in January (Corpus Christi). 

� The Essay Committee/Planning Committee will prepare the speakers and 
presentations for next year and announce them at a future time. 

� The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive 
them.  

 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 11:32 pm. 
 
Following these final announcements, Pr. Benjamin Tomczak closed the conference 
with a devotion based on Acts 18:4-11, “We are Encouraged by God’s Grace.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor Benjamin J. Tomczak, Conference Secretary 
 


