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Resurrection blessings to all of you! The victory we share in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead is the most positive assurance we have of everything being settled in our relationship 
with our heavenly Father. The resurrection also assures us that Jesus is in control of all things. In 
these troubling times for our country this truth of the resurrection is a solid rock on which we can 
stand knowing that the gates of hell cannot topple us. The enemies of our Christ can take what 
they will. They cannot take the kingdom from us. What is more, they cannot stop us from 
speaking of the things of Christ which is the power of God for the salvation of souls. God bless 
your ministries. 
 
First, let me address the vacancies in the synod. Present count shows that we have 53 pastoral 
vacancies in the synod. 40 are congregations; 0 foreign missionary; 1 professor; 10 other pastor 
trained and 2 semi-retired. Including men returning from the classes of 2007-9, we expect to be 
blessed with 46 pastoral candidates. We presently have 27 requests in hand for pastoral 
candidates. 33 men are available to be assigned as vicars. Our rough count shows 39 requests for 
vicars. This number is dependent on the number of ViM granted by the BHM and the seminary. 
Of course not all the vacancies will be requesting a candidate. We anticipate there may be 
several men who will not receive a call at this time. 
 
In the district we have no pastoral vacancies at the present time. However, Abiding Word in 
Houston has elected to request a candidate to replace the vicar they have had for the past couple 
of years. We are requesting 5 vicars for the district. A vicar for the DP, a vicar for Holy Word, a 
vicar for our campus work at A&M, College Station), a Spanish vicar for Redeemer, Edna, and a 
vicar for John Strackbein in OK City. The last two will have to pass muster at the BHM meeting 
on the 23rd. 
 
We do not have complete numbers yet on the available candidates from Martin Luther College. 
Preliminary numbers show that we have 34 male and 58 female candidates available for 
assignment, however, not all possible candidates have replied to MLC about their availability.  
 
If you are planning to come to the Assignment Committee for a Pastor, Vicar, Teacher or Staff 
Minister and have not forwarded to me your request with the pertinent information, I am not able 
to process the request to be included in the book of requests for assignment day. I need to turn in 
my requests to Carla Martin by the first days of May. This gives you a week to get the 
information packet with the Divine Call form to me. 
 
In the district we have two vacancies for teachers. One is at Gethsemane, OK City, which will 
become effective on June 30th.This is for the office of principal and upper grade students. Mr. 
Thomas Plitzuweit, currently serving at Plymouth, NE has been extended the call.  The other is 
at Calvary, Dallas with the retirement of Linda Hengst. 
 



Currently Mr. Shawn Herkstroeter is holding the call to be principal at Apostles in San Jose,  
CA. 
 
The statistical report of the synod is available online by going to the MGC website. You can also 
purchase one from NPH by ordering online. 
 
The June WELS Connection will feature Christ Alone Mission and the work being done in the 
Alliance area of Northwest Fort Worth. Watch for it. The work is being blessed. 
 
The total CMO commitment at this time is $18,831,172. This is 1.8% below last year’s 
commitment. Last year the commitment was $20,623,388 and 102% of the commitment was 
given. This came to $68.92 per communicant for the year. 
 
For the district the commitment received this year is $758,092. It was $814,177 last year. After 
three months $151,833 has been remitted or 99.4% of where we should have been at the end of 
March. This comes to $108.89 per communicant annualized.  
 
Our district has five congregations which did not get their commitment in on time to be included 
in the reporting process.  I urge you already at this time to fill out the forms online when they 
come out in Dec.-Jan. It is extremely important for financial planning at the Synod 
Administration Building. I might add a pitch for getting your parochial report in on time as well. 
When the e-mail comes in with the form, fill it our right away and return it. I know that you will 
have to wait for the financial information for the year end, but do it as soon as you can. 
 
The District Convention will be held at Calvary, Dallas on June 7th and 8th. The preacher for the 
opening service will be Pastor James Huebner. The essayist will be Professor Mark Paustian. At 
the convention the synod wide program “Christ’s Love – Our Calling” will be launched. At the 
time of the convention plans will be set for Circuit Pastor’s workshop to take place later in June 
or early in July. President Charles Degner will be leading this workshop when it takes place.   
 
Materials for “Together Sunday” will be ready soon. You should receive an e-mail notice for 
ordering the materials. You are encouraged to plan for observing this Sunday sometime in the 
fall of the year – like the old mission festivals used to be! 
 
Up-coming COP meeting:  One of the first items of business will be the calling of a Director of 
Youth Discipleship. Other items include what should be, what may be and what should not be 
included in the Yearbook: a review of the biographical profile form used in generating a divine 
call list; questions concerning Thrivent; moving toward standardizing the compensation for the 
district presidents’ assistant; district convention plans; and other things! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Vilas R. Glaeske, 
President 
 
 


