
How Does MLC Compare? 

The annual IPEDS Data Feedback Report is one way we can 

evaluate how we’re doing as a college. IPEDS (Integrated 

Postsecondary Education Data System) collects data from 

nearly 6,700 American institutions for use by the colleges 

themselves, by parents and students, and by governmental 

agencies that develop educational policy.  

MLC’s comparison group consists of 25 colleges similar in 

size, location, and programs, including the schools in our 

athletic conference. The highlights of the 2008 data below 

compare MLC with the comparison group mean (CGM):  

• Student-to-faculty ratio: MLC – 11, CGM – 13 

(MLC has large class sizes for some courses and smaller class sizes in 

some specialized programs. We continue to investigate ways to 

increase class sizes where appropriate.) 
 

• Tuition and related fees: MLC - $10,350, CGM - $19,198  

(We’re committed to keeping our tuition low so that no student who 

desires to pursue the public ministry is impeded by financial 

constraints. Note that this total does not include room and board.) 
 

• Percentage of full-time, first-time, degree-seeking 

undergrads receiving grant aid:  

MLC – 92%, CGM – 98% 

(We would like to increase this percentage by making more merit-based 

scholarships available to our students.) 
 

• Average amount of grant aid received by above-

mentioned students:  MLC - $6,028, CGM - $10,759  

(We offer the same federal and state aid as other colleges. The large 

gap is due to smaller institutional aid resources. Gifts to student 

assistance can help us increase this number.) 
 

• Retention rates of first-time, degree-seeking 

undergrads:   MLC – 92%, CGM – 70% 

(This number is a tribute to the commitment of our students to pursue 

the public ministry.) 

• Full-time non-faculty professional staff:  

MLC – 4, CGM – 43  

(The reason for this low number is that MLC’s professors assume many 

of the duties for which other institutions hire specialized staff.)   
 

• Percent distribution of core expenses:  

Instructional:  MLC – 38%, CGM – 36% 

Academic support:  MLC – 19%, CGM – 8% 

Student services:  MLC – 30%, CGM – 23% 

Institutional support: MLC – 13%, CGM – 26% 

(MLC targets the majority of its resources to those areas that directly 

support the educational experiences of our students.) 


