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“By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by 

the altar to make an offering. He cried out against the altar by the word of the LORD: ‘O altar, altar! This 

is what the LORD says: 'A son named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he will sacrifice 

the priests of the high places who now make offerings here, and human bones will be burned on you'” (I 

Kings 13:1-2).  So begins the account of Josiah (640-609 B.C.) who reigned as King of Judah.  Have you 

ever wondered what it would be like to follow Josiah around, to experience his monumental task of taking 

a nation full of idolaters and leading them back to the Lord?  Wait!  That’s what we’re doing, isn’t it?  

May the Lord continue to reform our hearts to see the power of God and to know the mercy of our Savior 

through the life of King Josiah. 

 

Shaphan
1
 sat in the palace garden speaking with King Josiah. “You’ve been faithful to the Lord from 

the time you became king—at the age of 8.” 

“That’s true.” 

“Why?” 

“The Lord is creator of heaven and earth.  He created me …and you.  Then too, I’ve read the records.  

God blessed Judah during the reign of my great-grandfather, Hezekiah,” the young man explained. “And 

I’ve read about the wickedness of my grandfather Manasseh.  Even though he came back to the Lord in his 

later years, still the country refused to follow him.”  Josiah rested his chin on the back of his hand. “And I 

saw the results of the idolatry of my father.”  An angry expression clouded his face.  “If he’d followed the 

Lord he’d still be alive today.” 

“I see.” 

Josiah’s eyes narrowed, and his voice became more firm.  “As I see it, our only hope of survival as a 

nation lies in a total return to the Lord.” The king stared at the shrine on the top of the Mount of Olives.”  

Our only hope is to destroy all the pagan shrines and high places, and cleanse the Temple once and for 

all.” 

“That’s not likely to happen,” humphed Shaphan as he stood to leave. 

“Why not?” 

“The people are wedded to their idols.  You’d have to become a very strong king to carry out what 

you’ve suggested.” 

∞ = Scene Change 

At 26, Josiah had reigned 18 years, and God had richly blessed him.  Many of the people now 

followed his lead in worshiping the Lord at the morning and evening services.  It had begun to be difficult 

to find a place to stand.
2
 

Josiah sent Shaphan to speak to Hilkiah
3
, “Something must be done about the Temple. There are so 

many idols and other trappings lying around that there is not enough room for the worshippers.” 

“That is true.  What do you suggest we do?  I don’t know if I have the authority to do it myself.” 

“You do have the authority,” Josiah chided in a gentle way.  “But I will help you.” 

“How can you do that?” 

                                                 
1
 Shaphan – Secretary of the Temple in Jerusalem (2 Kg 22:3).  Age 8 = 2 Chronicles 34:1 
2
 2 Kg 22:3   Time to remodel the Temple. 
3
 Hilkiah -- The high priest (2 Kg 22:4) 
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“I think the first thing we need to do is round up the priests of other gods and the male and female 

prostitutes who live in the Temple rooms, and then get rid of their idols and shrines.  You know the ancient 

law of the Lord requires that leaders of idolatry be executed for their sins.”  The king paused and looked 

past Hilkiah at the frost still covering the plants in the Temple garden.  “Then we’ll have to raise some 

money for repairs.”
4
  

 

∞ Scene Change, in the dusty Temple 

“You’re right,” Shaphan said as he took the roll of papyrus from Hilkiah, broke the seal, and opened 

the covering. “This scroll must be of great importance.  Where did you find it?” 

“I discovered it while I was bringing out the money to pay the workers.
5
 I think it’s a book of the 

Law,” Hilkiah breathed.  “We must handle it with the utmost of care.” 

Shaphan took the scroll, laid it on his table, and slowly rolled it open.  The material was old and stiff.  

“I’ll have to spend some time examining this.  I’ll report to you later.” 

The more the scribe pored over it, the more alarmed he become.  “Ahhh!” he moaned.  “We stand 

condemned before God!”  Hurriedly he rerolled the scroll, replaced it in its covering, spoke briefly with 

the high priest, and together they hurried off to the palace. 
 

∞  In the Palace 

“Your Majesty.” They caught their breath after rushing from the Temple. 

Josiah strolled toward them from the royal quarters.  “What is it?” 

“Hilkiah and the workmen have found a book of the Law in the Temple,” Shaphan blurted out.  “It’s 

terrible, my king.  We’re doomed!” 

“Calm down, Shaphan!”  The king smiled to see one of his chief officers in such a state.  But he 

realized that it must be something of life-or-death importance, and an expression of deep concern soon 

replaced the smile. 

“Your Majesty,” the scribe began again.  He now spoke more calmly as the high priest stood quietly 

behind him.  “Some of the workmen found this scroll of the Law in an old jar.  I’ve read it, Your Majesty, 

and it contains divine curses against the idolatry that has so prevailed among the people.  If I interpret it 

correctly, the curses extend to us and to all future generations.” 

He read some of the passages to the king. 
 

“Cursed is the man who carves an image or casts an idol-- a thing detestable to the LORD, the work 

of the craftsman's hands-- and sets it up in secret…Cursed is the man who dishonors his father or his 

mother….Cursed is the man who moves his neighbor's boundary stone….who leads the blind astray on the 

road…..who withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or the widow….Cursed is the man who sleeps 

with his father's wife, for he dishonors his father's bed…..Cursed is the man who accepts a bribe to kill an 

innocent person." 

“If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the 

LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. …. You will be blessed in the city and 

blessed in the country. The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of 

your livestock-- the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. … The LORD will grant that the 

enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction 

but flee from you in seven…... Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right 

or to the left, following other gods and serving them.”  

                                                 
4
 Kei-Delitzsch, Commentary on the OT, Vol 3,  Eerdmans,  pg 493  The money the Levites collected from the Children of 

Israel, and when it was being brought out to pay the faithful workers, Hilkiah discovered the Scroll.  2 Chron 34:14 
5
 2 Chron 34:14  It was during the remodeling that the scroll was discovered while bringing out payments for the workers. 
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“However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and 

decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you…..Your carcasses 

will be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them 

away. The LORD will afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, festering sores and the itch, 

from which you cannot be cured. The LORD will afflict you with madness, blindness and confusion of 

mind. ….You will be pledged to be married to a woman, but another will take her and ravish her. You will 

build a house, but you will not live in it. You will plant a vineyard, but you will not even begin to enjoy its 

fruit…..Your sons and daughters will be given to another nation, and you will wear out your eyes watching 

for them day after day, powerless to lift a hand.” 

“All these curses will come upon you. They will pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, 

because you did not obey the LORD your God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you. 

…..You will be uprooted from the land you are entering to possess. Then the LORD will scatter you 

among all nations, from one end of the earth to the other. There you will worship other gods-- gods of 

wood and stone, which neither you nor your fathers have known. Among those nations you will find no 

repose, no resting place for the sole of your foot. There the LORD will give you an anxious mind, eyes 

weary with longing, and a despairing heart. You will live in constant suspense, filled with dread both night 

and day, never sure of your life.”
6
 

 

By the time Shaphan had finished, he had gone through much of the scroll. 

“That’s terrible,” the king gasped. “Great is the Lord’s anger!  I’m sure it will be poured out on us just 

as it says in that book.”  The king began to pace about the room. “We have not kept the word of the Lord.”  

Josiah tore his royal robes to show his grief.  “The people have not done what was written in this book!”
7
 

Josiah did not say anything for a moment, weighing the matter in his mind.  “Does the curse still 

strike us if we have repented?  We must know!”  He continued to pace.  “Perhaps we should seek counsel 

from one of the Lord’s prophets.  Whom should we go to?  Jeremiah?  Zephaniah?  Huldah?  Habakkuk?” 

“I believe that Huldah would be best able to bring us the word of the Lord at this time.” Shaphan 

seemed confident of his decision. 

“Then have several of the elders and counselors accompany you.  Take the scroll and ask Huldah 

what we should do.  May God go with you.” 
 

∞ The Second District in Jerusalem 

Shaphan, Hilkiah the high priest, Ahikam (Shaphan’s son), and Asaiah, the king’s servant slowly 

made the trek to the Second District
8
 where Huldah lived. They had put on sackcloth and had sprinkled 

ashes on their heads.  Many along the way wondered at the mourning of the kingdom’s highest leaders.
9
  

When the men knocked at her door, Huldah
10
 rose to welcome them into her home.  She already knew they 

were coming, their identities, and their mission.  It was not even necessary to open the scroll.  The Lord 

had revealed to her the answer she should give them.
11
 

“God’s wrath has been kindled like a fire that cannot be quenched,” she told them.  “Once kindled, 

that fire will burn until the nation has been consumed.” She paused to allow them to grasp the importance 

of her message. “Even though Josiah has sought to make reforms, the nation is guilty, and the reforms 

cannot save it.” 

                                                 
6
 Deuteronomy 27:15 – 28:66  NIV selected verses 
7
 2 Chronicles 34:21 
8
 2 Kings 22:14,  2 Chronicles 34:22 
9
 At times our appearance can give a firm testimony to our heart.  What a visual it would be to see pastors and lay leaders come 

to worship on Sunday dressed in repentance of heart and clothes. 
10
 Huldah was married to  Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (2 Chron 34:22). 

11
 2 Chron 34:23 jumps right to her answer, I concede that it might have been read to her before her answer (poetic license). 
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“But—” She stopped them as they solemnly rose to leave. “Tell the king of Judah, … This is what the 

Lord, the God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard: Because your heart was responsive and you 

humbled yourself before God when you heard what he spoke against this place and its people, and because 

you humbled yourself before me and tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares 

the Lord. Now I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be buried in peace.  Your eyes will not see 

the disaster I am going to bring on this place and on those who live here.” 

The heavyhearted counselors, when they returned to the palace, found Josiah sitting on the platform 

below the throne.  Concerned that their report would be a blow to the king, they prayed that he would not 

abandon his reforms. 
 

∞ Back at the Palace 

“I was afraid of that,” Josiah admitted when the men presented Huldah’s message.  Obtaining some 

ashes from a brazier used to heat the room, he sprinkled them on his head.  “Whatever we do to restore the 

faithfulness of the people, it will all come to nothing.  Judah will be lost.” 

Just then the king noticed a movement out of the corner of his eye and glanced toward the doorway.  

He recognized immediately the young man advancing toward him.  Jeremiah
12
, near the age of Josiah, 

walked so closely with God that Josiah actually envied him, wishing such an experience for himself. 

“Your Majesty.” The counselors turned at the sound of the young prophet’s voice. 

“Jeremiah.” Josiah smiled faintly. 

“I grieve, as you do,” the seer continued, “for the idolatry that plagues our nation.  But I have been 

gratified to witness the work of reform that you have done.  The Lord is indeed pleased with your work.”  

Jeremiah smiled, and nodded to the others standing near the throne.  “Do not think that your work is 

useless.  It is not.  Even though the nation will perish as a consequence for their sins, think of all the 

people whose lives your work will have saved.  Your efforts at reform will impress many of the people in 

your kingdom, and they will be turned once again to the Lord in repentance and faith.” 

“Thank you, Jeremiah.” The king hung his head for a moment.  “I was at the point of quitting. But 

you have opened my eyes to a great vision.  As long as God gives me breath, I will fight evil and 

encourage faithfulness to the Lord.”
13
 

 

∞  On a palace porch before the crowd 

“My people.” King Josiah looked over the hundreds who had come to the Temple as a result of his 

invitation. “You know of my zeal to purge the country of idolatry.  I mean to continue until the only God 

worshiped in all of Judah will be the Lord, Creator of heaven and earth.”  He paused and searched their 

faces to see their response to what he had said. 

“Some of you, I’m sure, have been upset by the deaths of those belonging to the shrines I have 

ordered destroyed.  It has upset me as well.” For a second he swallowed hard, stared at the ground, then 

once more faced the crowd. “The news of our actions has spread all over the country, and every priest and 

prostitute in the kingdom knew what would happen to them if they remained unrepentant and in unbelief, 

the reason for judgment.”  Another pause. “Even now,” he continued, “there are many shrines with pagan 

high places, that are still open in the kingdom.  Anyone executed because of their leadership of pagan 

worship dies only because he or she has refused the grace of God.”
14
 

                                                 
12
 2 Chron 35:25  Jeremiah composed laments for Josiah,  Jer 1:1 – he was the son of Hilkiah, the high priest so was probably 

about the same age as Josiah 
13
 The Church Through The Ages, S.J. Roth & Wm. Kramer, CPH, 1949, pg 154  Unfortunately King Josiah tried to stop 

Pharaoh Necho and was slain in the battle of Megiddo. 
14
 2 Kings 23:1 ff 
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“Today I want to show you why I’m so zealous for the Lord.  Recently a book of the Law of God has 

been found in the Temple, and the book explains it all.”  Then he gestured toward the Temple Scribe. 

“Shaphan, will you read the scroll for us?” 

The scribe read in the high-pitched, monotone voice he had learned in scribal school.  It took more 

than an hour, and some of the children became restless.  As a result, their mothers missed some of the 

details.  But all realized the gravity of the message presented to them. 

By the time Shaphan had finished reading, many wept softly, while others mourned loudly.  Everyone 

realized how far they had come from the plan that God had laid out for them, and had written in his book.  

It spelled out the blessings that would come to those who served God faithfully.  But it had also explained 

the curses that would strike the nation if the people went astray.  There lingered no question in any mind 

that the Lord loved them with an everlasting love—that, in fact, he did not want any of them do die, that 

all should come to repentance and live. 

“Have we gone too far?” asked one man in the group. 

Josiah stood near Boaz,
15
 “Yes.  My dear people”—tears trickled down his checks—” repent of your 

sins, leave behind your evil ways, and bring your burnt offerings to the Temple. God has forgiven you.  It 

may be that the threatened curses will delay, or that perhaps they will not fall at all.  What shall we do?  

Shall we renew the covenant with God, cast out our idols, and bring our sin offerings to the Lord?” 

Every voice shouted at once, as though it had been choreographed by the Temple choir director: 

“Renew the covenant!  Renew the covenant!” 

The king’s heart leaped for joy as he smiled broadly and his tears turned to those of rejoicing. 

“Hilkiah”—he turned to the high priest—“renew the covenant with the people.” 

Hardly able to believe his ears, the high priest at first had difficulty speaking.  Then, at last, he found 

his voice. “The covenant is in the Ten Commandments that God gave our fathers at Mount Sinai. Read 

them for us, Shaphan.” 

The scribe found the place and read the Ten Commandments, “This is the covenant that the Lord our 

God made with us at Sinai.”
16
  Hilkiah extended his hands upward, “Because we cannot keep them on our 

own, we ask the Lord to help us.”  He paused. “People!  Will you make this covenant with God today?” 

The resounding “Amen!” must have been heard across the valley, even to the Mount of Olives. 

Many thousands of people made their covenant with the Lord on that day,
17
 and Josiah praised God 

for the marvelous miracle the Lord had worked in Judah.
18
 

 

Today’s Continuing Reformation 

You know why this account burns in your heart.  When you compare your life, your ministry, your 

service in God’s kingdom to the holy will of God you know how far short you have fallen to give the glory 

to the Lord he deserves.  On the other hand you fear for our nation, don’t you?  How many times have you 

heard the words, “It only takes one generation to lose the Lord!” Allow me to lay out reasons for the 

continuing reformation of Josiah today. 

“This is a big, beautiful church.  But it’s sleeping!  The report says there are only 48% in worship!”
19
  

Therein is a challenge for the leadership of our church.  Is God’s Word hidden in your temple?  Let’s 

quote members who were so loved by their pastors to be visited, called to repentance and by the power of 

the Holy Spirit responded, “Pastor, thank you.  I needed someone to come and wake me up.” Or “I’ve been 

worrying about our church for a long time.  Besides you
20
 no one has called or visited to ask, ‘Where are 

                                                 
15
 1 Kings 7:21  pillars set up at the entrance to the Temple 

16
 Exodus 34:28 

17
 2 Kings 23:3 

18
 The Temple Gates—The Story of Josiah, Thurman C. Petty, Jr., Autumn House Publishing, pg. 57-71 

19
 Spoken to Michael Klatt, Belle Plaine, MN during his research on his doctorate studies. 

20
 Spoken to a pastor who was making a member visit 
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you?’”  For some there needs to be a reformation of the heart that overflows with compassion for fellow 

believers, to leave the ninety-nine and search out the lost.   

Or how about this one from a concerned member watching the thrill of Christian Education wane 

among his church:  “There are two children in kindergarten, one student in 1
st
 grade and two in 2

nd
 grade.  

How long until you declare a state of emergency?”  Who needs the reformation of Josiah?  The called 

staff? The Parents? The Church Council?  Some will say the priorities of so many families is mixed up.  

Others will observe that the role of parents to be parents needs a reformation.  Too many have lost their 

purpose in life.  We all need to repent for our sins and trust in Jesus’ forgiveness and then let there be a 

change in our service to God by serving others. 

What could I possibly teach this esteemed group of pastors, teachers and dedicated laymen?  I 

suppose we could spend another day or two discussing solutions for our plans for reformation.  Perhaps 

effective planning, learning and teaching isn’t about coming up with all the right answers;
21
 perhaps our 

focus is on coming up with good questions! Just think about our country!  Is America renewing its 

greatness, or is America dangerously on the cusp of falling from being a great country to just a good one?  

We’ve (country and church) had tremendous success in the past twenty years.  When you’re at the top of 

the world, when you’re the church everyone in town is talking about, your very success might cover up the 

fact that you’re already on the path to decline.  So, a good question to ask is this: how would you know? 

A story to illustrate (Jim Collins): On a cloudless August day in 2002, my wife, Joanne, and I set out 

to run the long uphill haul to Electric Pass, outside Aspen.  At about 11,000 feet, I capitulated to the thin 

air and slowed to a walk, while Joanne continued her uphill assault.  Through the tree line I spotted her far 

ahead in a bright-red sweatshirt, running from switchback to switchback toward the summit ridge.  Two 

months later, she received a diagnosis that would lead to two mastectomies.  I realized, in retrospect, that 

at the very moment she looked like the picture of health, she must have already been carrying the 

carcinoma. 
22
 

Perhaps now is a time for two more questions: 1. What happened leading up to the point at which 

decline became visible.  2.  What did the church do once they noticed the decline? The temptation is to 

study the contrast between the success and the failure and think we’ve come up with a solution. But, if the 

solution fails to revitalize using the tool of the Holy Spirit
23
 then we are destined for eternal failure. 

Compare this to the institutional church declining like a staged disease—harder to detect but easier to 

cure in the early stages. Easier to detect but harder to cure in the later stages.  Josiah had little trouble 

diagnosing the spiritual corruption all around him.  What about you and your church?  An institution can 

look strong on the outside but already be sick on the inside, dangerously on the cusp of a precipitous fall.
24
  

Some will scream, “This is a time for change or we will die!”  Really? If they mean outward change then it 

is futile.  A prostitute could nearly kill herself changing clothes a hundred times a day, but the fact would 

remain of just who she is.  

Go ahead and be a fly on the wall and listen to teachers and pastors discuss their challenges.  Pastors 

would love to have their boards of elders making …. “even friendly calls on the congregation.”  The 

causes for reformation are many due to our many idols and poor priorities; laziness, plasma TVs, 

comfortable homes, family over church.
25
  You’ve heard the many reasons why staff and boards don’t 

                                                 
21
 We don’t have to look far for the right answers – we have God’s Word! 

22
 How The Mighty Fall, Jim Collins, Harper-Collins Publishers Inc, 2009, p.4 

23
 The Word of God 

24
 I recognize this could be challenged as a “Church Growth” statement.  We know sin lurks. It always has.  But, awareness of 

the dangerous consequences of unrepentant sin must be proclaimed in order to prepare for the sweet Gospel. 
25
 Sermon, Bible Class, and bulletin preparation for a great worship experience are so important –  have you ever said, “I’m 

being a faithful pastor if I get these done during the week.  I’m lucky to have a few spare minutes to go and make calls.” 
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want to make calls; fear of rejection, fear of confrontation,
26
 and the relative poor ratio of effort per results 

you get in return.  Who of us would rather go chase after delinquents over pursuing a new prospect?
27
 

Fly over to the next room and listen in to more reasons why we need a reformation today….. Faithful 

teachers would love to have their board of education take more interest in the school.  Then they get piled 

on because someone compares teachers today to teachers of years ago….. “They were the janitors, nurses, 

organists, taught Bible Class and Sunday School, but today our teachers are at school from 8:00 to 4:00 

and then they’re gone!”
28
  Really?  Oh, I’m sure we could find unfaithful teachers like that somewhere, but 

when faithful teachers are blasted for having perceived banker’s hours what a slam on morale! What a 

slam on the faithful teachers in our midst who unfortunately are perceived as having little enthusiasm for 

Christian education from their own church.   

True, our teachers are trained and called to teach and reach our children, and they would probably be 

the best Sunday School teachers among us.  Let a reformation take place that fires up rutted teachers to 

consider the privilege they have to bring God’s Word to Jesus’ little lambs.  And let there be a church wide 

reformation to take up the cause of Christian education, to heed the warning about losing the Gospel in one 

generation, to prioritize that which will last for an eternity, rather than for one season.
29
 Let our called staff 

help to reform our lay-people by showing them how to teach Sunday School, by making home visits to 

encourage families with children to see the importance of Christian education.  

Changing gears for a moment, may I talk about the dress code? I don’t know about you, but my 

impression is casual dress means casual attitude.  If “anything goes” then you’ll hear a comment like the 

following at church:  There was a young couple in the front rows of church with little children.  The 

mother had to repeatedly bend over to attend to her children and after church a well respected member 

said, “I think I was at Hooters today.” Casual dress can give the impression of a casual attitude. 

Inappropriate dress can distract from God’s Word.  Believe me, I’m as guilty as the next guy in wearing 

dress shorts and a polo to the study in the middle of summer,
30
 but let us be aware of our appearances and 

the impression it makes on others. God’s Word is beautiful, let a reformation take place that causes our 

dress to reflect the respect and honor due. 

The devil is working hard at all levels to make God’s Word less and less important in our lives, just 

like the days of Josiah.  We can tell our children, “God’s Word is important,” but kids see most adults 

skipping Bible Class or Church Council members not in worship or Bible Class regularly.  We aren’t 

fooling our kids, and we certainly aren’t fooling God!  Let there be a reformation for God’s people to 

hunger and thirst after the life-giving Word of God.   

How does the Bible disappear? Let’s take the Sunday School teacher who faces this challenge. After 

the first service, and right before Sunday School starts, a mom bends over to her little boy and asks, “Do 

you want to stay for Sunday School?”  That probably isn’t the time for you to scream, “Be a parent!”  But, 

the reality is that the kids are given the choice.  So, you’re the Sunday School teacher.  What will you do 

to get little Johnny to come to Sunday School?  It might go like this, “Today boys and girls we will read 

some from the Bible, but then let’s color, play some games, and eat some popcorn.”  Then next week 

                                                 
26
 Who wants to whack a bee hive and get stung! 

27
 This is not an either/or statement, but a both/and statement.  Both need to hear of Jesus’ forgiveness, believe, and be saved. 

28
 Conversation recently heard at a place that will remain anonymous. 

29
 Spoken by a recent parent who didn’t want to send her child to a Christian Day School, “They don’t offer ceramics at the 

Christian School, so I’m sending my girl to public school.” 
30
 Received an emergency call to the hospital and I was dressed in blue dress shorts and a white polo because I was “off duty” 

and across town. I thought, “Should I go home and change quick, or rush to the hospital?”  I went straight to the hospital 

knowing the family who called wouldn’t mind.  But, after a long stay with the family another member arrived later for another 

procedure. Her daughter from Arkansas was along.  We’d never met. I greeted them at the door and because they had a medical 

speed pass, having done their pre-op paperwork two days earlier, I followed them into the pre-op room to squeeze in a Bible 

reading and prayer.  I left with “Jesus bless you!” and walked away back to the first family.  The daughter from Arkansas turned 

to her mom and said, “You know, that was the kindest valet I’ve ever met!  He even prayed with us!”   
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….”Oh, where’s the Bible? That’s okay, we can read from it next week, but let’s play Bible Pictionary 

instead.”  And what happens when the Bible disappears?  Who of you doubts that this next Sunday in an 

ELCA church somewhere they will not learn about Adam and Eve, but about Adam and Steve?  You know 

the answer!  The answer is to get back into God’s Word.  Both adults
31
 and children

32
 will soak up the 

Bible as the Holy Spirit causes faith to grow. Let there be a reformation among the fathers and heads of the 

family to lead their family into God’s Word on a regular basis at home, and see to it that their family is 

regularly in church. 

Perhaps one of the greatest reasons for such challenges in the church is because of this challenge to be 

in the Word at home.  The competition is great: sports, Wii, texting, etc. Anecdotal evidence: We recently 

had a family visit our church.  On the follow-up visit I learned that mom had a WELS Lutheran school 

background. She was actually working on publishing a coloring book for Bible Stories.  I learned the 

names of the children—Jacob and Joseph—fine Biblical names!  I smiled and asked the older one, “And 

you know the Bible story where your name comes from, don’t you?”  He said, “No.”  Neither did the 

younger.
33
  The reformation of Josiah is so needed! 

Even in writing this paper I have realized the challenges that come to me.  Whenever I put something 

into writing it is “out there” to be picked apart and railed on.
34
 Michael Klatt experienced this fervor of 

critic. In his research he ran across a non-member lady who was sending her little girl to a WELS pre-

school.  During the interview he asked, “Why did you choose the WELS pre-school?”  She answered, “It 

was close, there was a banner outside the church, and the cost was right.”  Then he asked, “Do you visit 

the church for worship?”  She replied, “Yes, when they sing… I come to church with my daughter.”  

When Mr. Klatt put this interview on a blog he was blasted by someone who said, “What business does a 4 

year old non-member have singing in our WELS church?”  Mr. Klatt wanted to cry.   I get the comment.  I 

get church fellowship.
35
  Or in another example a pastor removed the girls from the Christmas Eve Service 

under the call for a proper distinction between the roles of men and women.  I get this.  I understand that 

the Lord wants men to be the public speakers from the pulpit.  Yet, my heart cries for my personal need of 

a reformation, for a burning love for souls, for God’s mercy.  My heart also cries for a synod and for 

families who are crashing while holding up the banner that says, “We are Christians!”  The devil is 

working hard to tear down instead of building up. The need for the reformation of Josiah is great! 

Reformation and change.  Using the Means of Grace as our tool for reformation must never change. 

There are some things we might change, and some things we must change.  The point here is not as simple 

as “they failed because they didn’t change.” We know there are churches that have changed constantly but 

without any consistent rationale collapsed just as surely as those that didn’t change at all. There’s nothing 

wrong with adhering to specific practices and strategies,
36
 but only if we comprehend the underlying why 

behind those practices, and thereby see when to keep them and when to change them. We need to stay true 

to our purpose—to grow in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ and to share his love with others.  We 

need a reformation to remind us to be all things to all people in the hope that we might bring the saving 

Gospel to all.
37
 

                                                 
31
 A recent adult convert said after her BIC class to a friend, “I never heard of God’s grace before!” 

32
 Our Young Adult’s group repeatedly has asked that we simply use the Bible and talk about it in their class 

33
 Two weeks ago during our Sunday School opening devotion, this same child was overheard asking his mother, “What is 

hell?” and last week, “What is sin?” 
34
 A pastor recently told me that is one reason why he doesn’t put his sermons on their church web site. 

35
 On the one hand God says, “Preach the good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15), and on the other hand he says, “agree with 

one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought” (1 Cor 

1:10). 
36
 God has blessed his Church with tremendous consistency down through the ages for sticking to the Word of God 

37
 1 Corinthians 9:22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible 

means I might save some. 
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The solution? Let it begin with me.
38
  Who am I?  I am a forgiven child of God.  But, I also need to 

recall that God hates it when people perish.  But, I need to take God at his Word when he says that after 

rejection of the Gospel, when people give his glory to things, then he lets his Gospel move on to a new 

place and a new people.  I believe this is the time for a great reformation because too many of God’s 

people do not fear God.  I’m not just talking about awe and respect, but the Old Sinful Flesh downright 

being afraid
39
 of what sin and rejection of the Savior will bring—hell! 

I believe the monkey is on our backs.  By the grace of God it is up to me (and you [sg]) to go one on 

one, go to the people and share God’s Word with them.  I know some we visit will be honored.
40
  Some 

will be ashamed.  Some are embarrassed. But, all of them need to hear God’s Word.  I also believe that 

due to the place in history in which we find ourselves, we also need to recruit carefully.  Who are you 

picking to reach out to God’s people?
41
  What is their personality? Some will say this doesn’t matter 

because they are bringing God’s Word to people.  To be sure, the power is in the Word, but let them also 

have the skill-set
42
, be Scripturally sound, and be spiritually on fire for Jesus. 

Reformation means never giving up. Let us prepare faithfully, serve on boards and committees 

faithfully, make calls, be husbands (and wives), counselors, lawyers (judges), and serve God’s people with 

his powerful Word!
43
  The enthusiasm you show will rub off on people, just ask Josiah!  Like the people of 

Josiah’s day, every generation needs God’s spokesmen to love them and be ready to call sin a sin. No one 

wants to excommunicate people, but Josiah excommunicated the head from the body of those temple 

prostitutes.  Let us do the hard kingdom-work because we love God’s Word, we love their souls, and we 

want everyone to be in heaven some day. 

The continuing reformation of Josiah in our midst is a great calling. Like an artist who pursues both 

enduring excellence and shocking creativity, we recognize the tension between continuity based on God’s 

Word and change all around us. We thank the Lord for the successes. We repent of our failures.   

We are beloved children of God.  Jesus is our dear Savior!  Let us drown the Old Adam in the waters 

of our baptism and look forward to our Savior who is waiting for us in heaven!  That is the ultimate goal of 

any reformation! 

 

Jeremiah 7:3 

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 

Reform your ways and your actions, and I will let you live in this place. 

                                                 
38
 Catastrophic decline can be brought about by driven, intense, hard-working, and creative people. It’s hard to argue that the 

primary cause of the Wall Street meltdowns of 2008 lay in the lack of drive or ambition. 
39
 Matthew 10:28 “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
40
 Betty Merrick in OKC used to just love it when Pastor Knickelbein would make a home visit! 

41
 As the body of Christ each person has been given certain gifts.  Let us work to match up the talents of people with the needs 

of the church as blessed by the Holy Spirit.  Let us also work hard to train and equip those who serve. 
42
 Let us carefully train and mentor those sent out to have confidence in God’s Word to help people. 

43
 Imagine church leadership introducing themselves not by using their titles, but by articulating their responsibilities 


