
Minutes of the 

South Central Conference 

Spring Pastor’s Study Conference 
Cross and Crown Lutheran Church, Georgetown, TX 

April 20-21, 2009 
 

Monday, April 20Monday, April 20Monday, April 20Monday, April 20thththth        
Our conference opened at 10 am with Divine Service under the theme: “The Lord’s 
Supper:  Preparation and Blessings.” Pastor (Pr.) Eric Hartzell presided and Pr. Chris 
Esmay preached on Luke 18:10-14, reminding us that, despite our pharisaic sinfulness, 
God has in fact propitiated for our sins with His blood.  He has had mercy on us!  Those 
attending were fed on that propitiating body and blood of Christ. 
 
Pr. Bill Gabb called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll.  Present were 
36 pastors, 3 vicars, 1 staff minister.  Excuses were noted.  Eight men were absent with 
excuse.  2 men were absent, without excuse.  Three congregations currently stand 
vacant (Our Savior, Mt. Zion, Our Redeemer).  The conference began in earnest. 
 
District President Glaeske began his report (the full report can be found on the 
website).  Among other things, He reported to us that 
 

� BORAM will be available at the end of May; 
� fruitful discussions were held between the COP, Church and Change, and 

the Commission on Worship; 
� the Ad Hoc report is available online, read, learn, and inwardly digest it; 
� the Seminary is prepared to lead district-wide seminars to discuss the 

growing concerns and issues related to internet pornography addiction; he 
encouraged us to find space for it at an upcoming gathering; 

� every congregation with a school ought to check to make sure their 
teachers are synod certified or working towards that; 

� CMO pledges have come in at a 2% decrease from 2008.  Combined with the 
decrease in other gifts (Schwan, Antioch, the Canada gift) this is another 
“sharp stick in the eye” for Synodical work and planning; 

� Year of Jubilee gifts have reached $3.1 million with a forecast of $4 million 
by the convention; only half of WELS congregations have participated; 

� two budgetary refinements are in the works:  the effectiveness of the 
development offices at the Ministerial Education schools will be studied; 
CFO Todd Poppe plans to move to a process of setting our budget based on 
previous year’s receipts, not future forecasts; 



� Synod-wide vacancies and candidates stand as follows:  50 parishes vacant, 
14 other pastoral vacancies; 43 pastoral candidates available for 
assignment; 41 vicars available for assignment.  As things currently stand, 
the numbers are close relative to candidates and requests. 

 
Pr. Esmay prayed us to lunch.  We broke at 11:57 am and were asked in the nicest, most 
evangelical possible way to return at 1:00. 
 
Pr. Paul Kuehn began the afternoon with a meditation on Gen. 18:1-15, encouraging us 
to take for ourselves the same comfort of forgiveness we offer to others, for nothing is 
impossible with God…not even the forgiveness of us so often pharisaical pastors. 
 
President Glaeske retook the floor to discuss his report.  Questions and discussion 
continued, focusing on: 
 

� why the Year of Jubilee offering has gone how it’s gone;    
� how to comment on the Ad Hoc report before Synod Convention;    
� the role of the Synodical Council and the Convention in preparing the 

Synod’s budget, the role of rhetoric and emotion in decision making, and 
the role of how we govern ourselves as we make our local, district, and 
synodical decisions, the wisdom and value of memorials, etc.    

 
At the end of questions and discussion, our District President was thanked with 
enthusiastic and rapturous knocking upon the pews from the brothers. 
 
Pr. Steve Valleskey took the floor to present his World Missions report.  He handed out 
a written report and then made additional comments regarding the future potential of 
cuts in the world mission field.  Current reports indicate perhaps $2 million in world 
mission cuts.  This will lead to severe reductions in manpower and openings.  Yet, we 
remain confident in the Lord’s ability to do His work in ways we can’t imagine. 
 
Discussion followed, centering on 
 

� just how all the enrollees in our correspondence courses (for example, 
17,000 people in Pakistan) have their courses graded.  Pr. Valleskey 
indicated that this is done by people “in-country,” that is, not stateside.  
He will seek to find the exact ratio of responders to students;    

� Pr. emeritus Jim Radloff reported on some of the exciting developments 
as the sleeping giant of China begins to awaken to Christianity.    

 
Pr. Valleskey was thanked for his report (available online).  Our illustrious chairman 
then called Pr. Caleb Schoeneck to take the floor and give us the most up-to-date 
information on Home Mission affairs in our Synod and the South Central District.  
Report and questions were interspersed.  His full report is available online.  Among 
other things  
 



� he allowed some of the brothers here who had Travel-Canvass-Witness 
teams recently tell the good news about their teams and encourage us all 
to repeat their experience by having TCW teams of our own; 

� he reminded us that Kingdom Workers does have some somewhat 
significant funds available for congregations with a plan; 

� he is personally invested in the National Campus Ministry Retreat and 
wants to organize a carpool caravan of South Central folks heading up to 
Eau Claire.  Talk to him about it – as many cars as you need, he’ll find; 

� he noted that, much like the World Mission area, Home Missions is 
cutting back it’s budget, perhaps as much as $2.5 million (about 1/3 of 
the budget).  The ramifications of such cuts are heavy; 

� he encouraged us to redouble our efforts to find those who might be our 
next adult confirmands, let us do the work God has called us to do; 

� finally, he encouraged us to conduct our work, proactively looking for 
home mission work, even when “funds are not available.” 

 
Pr. Schoeneck was thanked for his report.   
 
A 14-16 minute break prepared us (pun intended) to begin our slate of essays on the 
Lord’s Supper.  Pr. Marc Von Deylen took the floor to present the first essay, An An An An 
Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 11:23Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 11:23Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 11:23Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 11:23----29.29.29.29.        Extensive and thought provoking discussion 
followed on a variety of points.  The essayist was thanked for his work.    
 
With a little extra time, we covered some extra business.  Pr. Benjamin Tomczak took 
off his conference secretary hat and put on the Pres. Glaeske-appointed district 
secretary hat, he took a moment to discuss three items: 
 

� the availability of travel equalization funds to be doled out after 
receiving a circuit-pastor signed request; 

� also, the need for some congregations to inform him about the status of 
their 2008 District Dues – whether they’ve paid or not.; 

� finally, he announced the recipients of the 2009 Lone Star Grant: 
 

Joshua Hix – Prince of Peace, Flower Mound 
Andrew Nemmers – Atonement, Plano 
Amelia Nemmers, Atonement, Plano 
Aubrey Rabenberg – Mt. Olive, Tulsa 
Shelby Rabenberg – Mt. Olive, Tulsa 
Kendra Inman – Mt. Olive, Tulsa 

Jamie Hering – Divine Peace, Garland 
Joel Hering – Divine Peace, Garland 
Nathan Vieths – Calvary, Dallas 
Carrie Vieths – Calvary, Dallas 
Micah Koelpin – Calvary, Dallas 
Philip Koelpin, Calvary Dallas 



Each student, attending one of our Synod’s ministerial education schools, received a 
grant of $67.04.  The total was arrived at by dividing the total annual interest in the 
Lone Star CEF fund by the number of applicants. 
 
Pr. John Vieths announced that Calvary, Dallas, will be receiving a vicar from our sister 
church body in Norway – Oyvind Edvardsen.  He will arrive sometime in 
August/September for a sixth month stretch. 
 
President Glaeske urged congregations to set up education assistance funds. 
 
Pr. Kuehn took us to recess and dinner with prayer. 

    
Tuesday, April 21Tuesday, April 21Tuesday, April 21Tuesday, April 21stststst

    

Pr. Seth Dorn began our morning session at 9:00 am with a devotion on Jeremiah 31:31-
34, bringing to our minds once more the incredible nature of the new covenant our God 
has made with us – not based on our holiness, but based on His holiness! 
 
Immediately following the devotion, we dived into our next essay, by our venerable 
chairman, Pr. Bill Gabb, who answered the question, What’s An Appropriate Age for the What’s An Appropriate Age for the What’s An Appropriate Age for the What’s An Appropriate Age for the 
Lord’sLord’sLord’sLord’s Supper? Supper? Supper? Supper?        Discussion was interspersed in the presentation itself and the 
Conference determined that we aren’t ready yet to determine the absolute perfect age 
for a person to receive their first communion, recognizing the possible value of 
lowering the age, while at the same time recognizing the value of working through the 
catechism as we do.  As with our first essay, there was much thought-provoking 
material and discussion.  Our essayist was thanked for his work.    
 
Following a break, Pr. John Vieths, helped us exploreexploreexploreexplore the Lord’s Supper’s Old  the Lord’s Supper’s Old  the Lord’s Supper’s Old  the Lord’s Supper’s Old Testament Testament Testament Testament 
Roots, Roots, Roots, Roots, focusing especially on three golden threads – the Passover (Ex. 12, 1 Cor. 5:7, 
Luke 22:14-16), the fellowship offering (Lev. 7:11-15, 1 Cor. 10:16-18), and the Sinaitic 
Covenant (Ex. 24, Heb. 9:19-22, Jer. 31:31-34).  Discussion of Pr. Vieth’s essay followed. 
 
Pr. Dorn prayed us to lunch. 
 
Pr. Steve Dorn (no relation) welcomed us back from lunch with Rom. 6:15-23, showing 
us the reality of our slavery – devastatingly to sin – now gloriously to our Savior God. 
 
Pr. Caleb Schoeneck offered us some more Easter business cards (a neat canvassing 
idea) and also announced that he and Pr. Jonathan Schroeder (Faith, Sharpsburg, GA) 
are working on getting business cards as evangelism handouts. 
 
After feeding on the Word, we indulged some more, hearing Pr. Joel Sauer read his 
essay, Reception of the Lord’s Supper:  Preparing Myself and My PeopReception of the Lord’s Supper:  Preparing Myself and My PeopReception of the Lord’s Supper:  Preparing Myself and My PeopReception of the Lord’s Supper:  Preparing Myself and My People.le.le.le.        We were 
reminded of this incredible gift and how we are prepared especially in the liturgies, the 
law and gospel proclamation of our worship.  Discussion followed, as the body 
acknowledged its joy in being reminded of this precious Meal, which we now take back 
and proclaim to our people that they hunger for it more.  We thanked the essayist.   



There were some final reports. 
 

� The Essay Committee moved April 2010’s essay theme:  “The Doctrine of 
Justification,” topics, and essayists, and with the bodies assent: 

� Exegesis of Objective Justification Passages (Exegesis of Objective Justification Passages (Exegesis of Objective Justification Passages (Exegesis of Objective Justification Passages (e.g.e.g.e.g.e.g. John 1:29 John 1:29 John 1:29 John 1:29, 2 Cor., 2 Cor., 2 Cor., 2 Cor.    
5:21, 1 John 2:2, 5:21, 1 John 2:2, 5:21, 1 John 2:2, 5:21, 1 John 2:2, moremoremoremore at essayist’s discretion), at essayist’s discretion), at essayist’s discretion), at essayist’s discretion), Pr. Steve Dorn; 

� An Isagogical Study of Romans focusing on Objective and An Isagogical Study of Romans focusing on Objective and An Isagogical Study of Romans focusing on Objective and An Isagogical Study of Romans focusing on Objective and 
Subjective Justification (1Subjective Justification (1Subjective Justification (1Subjective Justification (1----5, 15, 15, 15, 1----8, or 18, or 18, or 18, or 1----11)11)11)11), by Pr. Craig Born;    

� Is Objective Justification Universalism? or Is Objective Is Objective Justification Universalism? or Is Objective Is Objective Justification Universalism? or Is Objective Is Objective Justification Universalism? or Is Objective 
Justification a Denial of Justification a Denial of Justification a Denial of Justification a Denial of Sola FideSola FideSola FideSola Fide? or “Are the Damned Forgiven?”? or “Are the Damned Forgiven?”? or “Are the Damned Forgiven?”? or “Are the Damned Forgiven?”, 
by Pr. Dick Schleicher;    

� A history of Justification by faith alone since the Reformation, A history of Justification by faith alone since the Reformation, A history of Justification by faith alone since the Reformation, A history of Justification by faith alone since the Reformation, 
especially focusing on the emergenespecially focusing on the emergenespecially focusing on the emergenespecially focusing on the emergence of the terms “objective” ce of the terms “objective” ce of the terms “objective” ce of the terms “objective” 
and “subjective” in relation to Justificationand “subjective” in relation to Justificationand “subjective” in relation to Justificationand “subjective” in relation to Justification, by Pr. Rob Weiss;  

� Justification as Justification as Justification as Justification as habitus practicushabitus practicushabitus practicushabitus practicus:  How do I respond to:  How do I respond to:  How do I respond to:  How do I respond to: “Why me : “Why me : “Why me : “Why me ––––    
Jesus couldn’t possibly love me that much?”, “I’m not that bad!”, Jesus couldn’t possibly love me that much?”, “I’m not that bad!”, Jesus couldn’t possibly love me that much?”, “I’m not that bad!”, Jesus couldn’t possibly love me that much?”, “I’m not that bad!”, 
or “He’s way worse than me!”or “He’s way worse than me!”or “He’s way worse than me!”or “He’s way worse than me!” by Pr. Karl Gurgel 

� It was also announced that the essay committee planned to invite 
Prof. Alan Siggelkow, from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, to 
come to our January 2011 Pastor-Teacher-Delegate Conference to 
discuss the issue of internet pornography addiction and its 
impact on us, our people, and our ministry. 

� Essayists are reminded to keep their work to 12 written pages so 
that it can be read in about 45 minutes at normal reading speed, 
leaving sufficient time for discussion. 

� Pr. Chris Esmay made a plug for the Pastor’s Institute at Camp Shiloh on 
May 28-29.  Prof. Daniel Leyrer, from the Seminary, will lead the brothers 
through an exegetical study of Hebrews 11-12:4.  All those planning to 
attend, please call Pastor Fischer at Camp Shiloh to reserve a place.  This 
will not be for credit, so do as much or as little work as you desire. 

� Pr. Nate Buege reminded the conference about the Pastor-Teacher-
Family Conference on October 7-9 at Galveston.  The conference begins 
on Wednesday evening with worship.  Rick Loewen will be the featured 
presenter, discussing the spiritual revitalization of called workers and 
their families.  Cost-saving measures are being implemented.   

� Pr. Buege also put on our radar the February 2010 Marriage Retreat at 
Saledo or Waco or some such location, led by Prs. Patterson and Buege. 

� Our conference offering of $327.00 will be sent on to the Year of Jubilee. 
� Pr. Eric Hartzell moved to reconsider having a pastor-teacher-lay 

delegate District meeting for our BORAM discussions, on Saturday, June 
13, 2009, from 9:00am-2:30pm at Holy Word, Austin, TX.  After wide-
ranging discussion, the motion was called, seconded, and passed. 

� Pr. Bill Gabb thanked our vicars – Abram Degner, Greg Lyon, and Silas 
Schmitzer – for their work in our district, and offered them our thanks 
and a wish for God’s blessings as they finish their ministerial training. 



� Pr. Eric Hartzell spoke as a Governing Board member of Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary.  He called us to keep the faculty of the Seminary in 
our thoughts and prayers and noted that they are being run somewhat 
ragged between their classroom duties, various synodical assignments, 
and continuing education.  He noted the wish that another faculty 
member could be added to help them in their labors. 

� Pr. Radloff asked anyone interested in learning more about Chinese 
efforts or teaching a weekly web-class, or in need of a preacher to 
contact him by email (in the Yearbook). 

 
Closing Business 
 

� Next year’s Spring Study Conference will be held at Abiding Faith 
Lutheran Church, Fort Worth, on Monday-Tuesday, April 19-20, 2010. 

� Thank yous were offered to Pr. Eric Hartzell and the members of Cross 
and Crown Lutheran Church, the various reporters, devotion leaders, 
essayists, and what not. 

� The secretary also requests that all essayists, presenters, and reporters 
please email their materials to him for web-posting. 

 
The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive them.  
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 3:14 pm. 
 
Following these final announcements, Pastor Andy Retberg focused our minds on 
Romans 5:1-10 and the beautiful nature of our faith by which we have salvation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pr. Benjamin J. Tomczak, Conference Secretary 
 
 

In Attendance:In Attendance:In Attendance:In Attendance:    
o PastorsPastorsPastorsPastors    
 Neil Hanson, Beautiful Savior, Bella Vista, AR 
 Dave Kapler, Trinity, Mountain Home, AR 
 Chris Esmay, King of Kings, Alexandria, LA 
 John Strackbein, Holy Cross, Oklahoma City, OK 
 Dan Voigt, Mt. Olive, Tulsa, OK 
 Don Patterson, Holy Word, Austin, TX 
 Karl Gurgel, Holy Word, Austin, TX 
 Paul Kuehn, Risen Savior, Austin, TX 
 Caleb Schoeneck, Beautiful Savior, College Station, TX 
 John Koelpin, Calvary, Dallas, TX 
 John Vieths, Calvary, Dallas, TX 
 Benjamin Tomczak, St. Mark, Duncanville, TX 



 Andy Schroer, Redeemer, Edna, TX 
 Dick Schleicher, Prince of Peace, Flower Mound, TX 
 Nate Bourman, Abiding Faith, Fort Worth, TX 
 Brian Doebler, Immanuel, Fort Worth, TX 
 Seth Dorn, Shepherd of the Hills, Fredricksburg, TX 
 Marc Von Deylen, Lord of Life, Friendswood, TX 
 John Hering, Divine Peace, Garland, TX 
 Eric Hartzell, Cross and Crown, Georgetown, TX 
 Steve Valleskey, Abiding Word, Houston, TX 
 Larry Schlomer, Christ the Lord, Houston, TX 
 Jon Semro, Prince of Peace, Houston, TX 
 Nate Buege, Victory of the Lamb, Katy, TX 
 Steve Dorn, Abiding Savior, Killeen, TX 
 Larry Cross, Abiding Faith, Pinehurst, TX 
 Bill Gabb, Atonement, Plano, TX 
 Matt Doebler, Christ the Rock, Round Rock, TX 
 Tim Soukup, Our Savior, San Antonio, TX 
 Vilas Glaeske, Grace, Scroggins, TX 
 John Koester, Trinity, Temple, TX 
 Mark Bitter, Good Shepherd, The Woodlands, TX 
 Andy Retberg, Good Shepherd, The Woodlands, TX 
 Dave Schneider, Cross of Christ, Universal City, TX 
 Joel Sauer, Abiding Savior, Weslaco, TX 
 Jim Radloff, pastor emeritus 
  
o VicarsVicarsVicarsVicars    
 Abram Degner, Grace, Scroggins, TX 
 Gregory Lyon, Abiding Word, Houston, TX 
 Silas Schmitzer, Holy Word, Austin, TX 
 
o Staff MinistersStaff MinistersStaff MinistersStaff Ministers    
 Chad White, Holy Word, Austin, TX 
 

AbsentAbsentAbsentAbsent    
o ExcusedExcusedExcusedExcused (Pastors) (Pastors) (Pastors) (Pastors)    
 Ted Horneber, Living Water, Hot Springs Village, AR 
 Rob Weiss, King of Kings, Little Rock, AR 
 Phil Schwerin, Faith, Russellville, AR 
 Craig Born, Gethsemane, Oklahoma City, OK 
 Ron Semro, Christ our Savior, Angleton, TX 
 Jim Krause, Gethsemane, Corpus Christi, TX 
 Guy Bergenthal, Shepherd of the Plains/Good Shepherd, Lubbock, Midland, TX 
 Wayne Fischer, Camp Shiloh Retreat Center, Pittsburg, TX 
 
o UnexcusedUnexcusedUnexcusedUnexcused    
 Rev. Chuck Huebner, Grace, Lowell, AR 



 Mr. Robert Timmermann, SC Representative, Austin, TX 
 Staff Minister Bob Hill, Holy Word, Austin, TX 
 
o Absent because Absent because Absent because Absent because VacantVacantVacantVacant    
 Our Savior, Arlington, TX 
 Mt. Zion, Hillsboro, TX 
 Our Redeemer, San Angelo, TX 
 
o Absent Absent Absent Absent GuestsGuestsGuestsGuests of the Conference of the Conference of the Conference of the Conference    
 Arnie Nommenson, Ministry of Christian Giving 
 Rev. Steve Nuss, Ministry of Christian Giving 
 Rev. Nathan Wagenknecht, LATTE 
 Pastor Emeritus John Engel 
 Pastor Emeritus John Mahnke 
 Pastor Emeritus Myrl Wagenknecht 


