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January 22-23, 2009 – PTD Conference 

Your Commission on Evangelism (COE) is here to serve you.  Your Synod’s Commission on Evangelism 

produces materials that your congregation might be able to use.  Or, if you are introduced to them, you 

might get the creative juices flowing and come up with your own better plan for outreach and evangelism. 

You know how it is. Sometimes we come home, kick off our shoes and sit down without noticing things 

that a guest might notice—dust on the ceiling fan, spots on the carpet, or walls that need some paint.  

We’re used to it.  We like it.  It doesn’t take any work to do anything.  Now, please don’t take that to mean 

we think you’re not doing anything when it comes to evangelism. We simply offer to come and focus 

some time on what you’ve been doing, and what you might considering doing better.  We want to serve 

your congregation by helping you to plan strategies to reach the lost with the gospel.   
 

Evangelism Seminars 
The COE has been offering a series of special evangelism seminars to congregations; 

� Assimilation of new members (16 Congregations) 

� Locating and Nurturing Prospects  (11 Congregations) 

� Friendship Evangelism   (Local) 

� Welcome Worship  (Local) 

� Connecting To Communities (12 Congregations) 

 

(Newest) Connecting To Communities: How well does your 

congregation express Jesus’ love to the community?  It is difficult for your church 

to move into the community until the change happens inside first. Does your 

congregation understand the Doctrine of Vocation (doing works of service to the 

glory of God)? This seminar examines assumptions like: People are by nature 

hostile to God, sharing law and gospel is a social activity (you need an audience), 

Evangelism is a process, the greatest need is a Savior from sin, God expects us to 

love him and our neighbor (passion for the lost). If you would like your congregation 

to review how best they can connect to their community, this seminar is for you.  

Talk to Pastor Hering today about hosting such a seminar. We’re a phone call away to 

have a commission member hold a workshops/seminar at your church. Or have your 

pastor order the materials and present them to you. 
 

Future Seminars that are planned: 

� 2009: Use of Technology for Outreach; Publicity 

� 2010: Evangelism Planning and Organization 



School of Outreach (SoO) 

In 2007 no Schools of Outreach were held in our district. Would your church 

consider hosting a School of Outreach in your area in 2009 or 2010? 

� 2000 - Arkansas churches 

� 2002 - Houston  

� 2003 – DFW 

� 2005 – Austin 

� 2008 – San Antonio 

� Who’s next in 2010???? ____________ 

If you would like more information, please go to: www.wels.net/evangelism and click on School of 

Outreach.   

The Web 

WhatAboutJesus.com continues to attract interest and connect with 

those who are attempting to grow in understanding Christ or to share 

their faith. The site has over 30,000 hits every month. Another part of 

the www.WhatAboutJesus.com ministry are the Daily Devotions. In 

2007 over 10,000 subscribers signed up. Podcasting has also been added to the devotions. The survey 

revealed that members are also forwarding these devotions to friends and the potential of readers could be 

hundreds of thousands.  Your WELS Commission on Evangelism is also developing a plan to establish a 

“cyber pastor.”  

Resources 

� Outreach Newsletters 2008 is a collection of twelve one-page articles (Short Stories that Speak 

Volumes for Our Lives) designed to help congregations reach out with God's Word to people in 

their parish areas and on their prospect lists. To provide flexibility for use of these newsletters, we 

supply them as electronic files recorded on a CD. A Spanish translation is included on the disk. 

The cost of the CD is $27.00 plus shipping sold at Northwestern Publishing House. A few disks 

are also available from me today for only $25.00!  Past years of disks are also available for a 

reduced rate ($15.00). 

� Evangelism Toolbox DVD  This set of three DVDs provides you with practical instruction for a 

congregation to use basic evangelism tools (canvassing, new resident lists, building awareness in 

the community, events, web site suggestions, and even how to get started with an early childhood 

ministry.  Could be used at the beginning of your evangelism meetings, too. 

� Evangelism Sunday materials are provided for congregations to focus on evangelism at a special 

worship service. If your church hasn’t conducted an Evangelism Sunday recently, perhaps you 

could give it a try. www.wels.net/evangelism 

� Evangelism Fliers from the COE are available from NPH.  You may choose from a series 

entitled, “I AM” or “What about Jesus” or “The Church is Not About.”  

 

� Thrivent Outreach Grants:  Last year the Synod’s COE distributed grants (up to $5,000 per 

congregation) totaling $40,000. Any catch?  Yes!  You had to have attended a School of Outreach 

(SoO) in the past year.  Sorry – none available for the coming year.  Who wants to host a School of 

Outreach for next year, or 2011?  

 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  Pastor John Hering 
 


