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Our conference opened at 10:00 am with Divine Service under the theme:  “Together in 
Gospel Ministry:  Gathered, Growing, and Going.”  Pastor Brian Doebler presided and 
Pastor Nate Bourman preached on Romans 10:9-15.  He encouraged us to save our own 
souls first, so that then we can proclaim that same sure foundation to our people.   
Those attending were fed on the body and blood of Christ in His Sacrament. 
 
After a brief break, Pastor Bill Gabb called all those who loved Jesus at the conference to 
come to order.  The secretary called the roll.  Present were 35 men as follows:  28 
pastors; 3 vicars; 1 pastor emeritus; 2 staff ministers; 1 guest.  Excuses were noted. 
 
The agenda was adopted and the conference began in earnest. 
 
District President Glaeske began his report.  Wisely and sagely he (among other things): 
 

� encouraged prompt reporting of CMO and statistical information; 
� lamented the possible loss of momentum in Synodical support; 
� told our elders to give us money to go to school so we can be more excellent; 
� reminded us to use the right envelopes to send in our Jubilee offerings so we 

don’t accidently fund his retirement; 
� put our hearts at rest that the current financial meltdown has not destroyed 

WELS funds – keep investing, it’s a yo-yo walking up stairs; 
� admitted that he did not have the latest gossip from Milwaukee because the COP 

meets shortly after conference. 
 

Questions and comments from our equally wise and sage brothers in the discussion 
time centered on  
 

� the Ad hoc commission and the Parish Service proposals 
� the Synod Pension Fund – who speaks for retirees like Hanson? 
� the intense need for continuing education – reformation begins in studies! 
� the issues our brothers and sisters are dealing with at King of Kings, LA 
� the structure of our conference meetings and schedules and locations  

 
Pastor Wayne Fischer made a few announcements about how to eat.  Pastor Bourman 
led us in prayer.  We broke for lunch. 



Rob Weiss began the afternoon with a meditation on 1 Cor. 10:16-17.   He called us to 
gather and grow around Christ’s body and blood, rejoicing in the gift of life and 
forgiveness that is ours in this meal, adding so many precious moments to our worship. 
 
Pastor Dick Schleicher called for nominations for next year’s Synod Convention.  The 
deadline is November 15.  Chairman Gabb begged us to take to heart the need for 
submitting nominations.  President Glaeske encouraged circuits to do this work. 
 
President Glaeske retook the floor to discuss his report.   
 
Pastor Neil Hanson was given the floor to raise the issue of restructuring our 
conference set-up.  A motion was made, supported, discussed, and passed to  
 

1) take a “fresh look” at how we are meeting as a conference, where, when, etc., 
for the purpose of making the best stewardship of time and money and any 
other factors that affect conference attendance (This also includes discussion of 
the future of the “family” or pastor-teacher conference.) ;  

2) restudy of the issue of creating two conferences in the South Central District 
(for both geographical and distribution of duties benefits); 

3) have Chairman Gabb appoint the committee (one member from each circuit). 
 
This concluded President Glaeske’s report.  He was thanked for his work. 
 
Mr. Robert Timmermann, our Synodical Council rep took the floor.  He seconded Pres. 
Glaeske’s encouragement to promptly report statistics and CMO.  He described the 
Synod and SC’s mood as “cautious optimism.”  Discussion followed.  We thanked him. 
 
37 minutes ahead of schedule, we met the vicars:  Greg Lyon – married, no kids, 
enjoying life; Abram Degner – single, looking for female relatives of the conference; and 
Silas Schmitzer – son of Brownie, still single despite Pastor Patterson’s best efforts. 
 
30 minutes ahead of schedule, Pastor Caleb Schoeneck presented the first essay:  “Small 
Group Youth Ministry:  Helping Teens to Mature and Serve.”  Discussion permeated the 
presentation.  We thanked Caleb for his work. 
 
Still 20 minutes ahead of schedule, a 15 (or 16) minute break followed. 
 
When all those who were elect returned from break, the afternoon of Schoeneck 
continued with his District Mission Board report.  He 
 

� summarized the mission board’s ongoing efforts in the district, as well as those 
identified areas where daughters are in the process of or could be planted; 

� presented the BHM’s strategic plan for 2009-2011; 
� reviewed with us the five home mission ministry categories to help us decide 

how to utilize the BHM’s resources in our local situation; 
� shilled for Kingdom Workers, the Vicar in Missions program, and CEF grants. 



The conference thanked Pastor Schoeneck for his report, which he concluded 10 
minutes ahead of schedule. 
 
For our next essay, Pastor Mark Bitter offered an exegesis of Matthew 5:38-48 (actually 
20-22, 27-30, and then 38-48), which he prefaced by saying we might respond to it by 
saying, “Bitter, you’re a heretic.”  Not surprising when he translated Jesus, “Give people 
your underwear.”  Discussion followed.  He wasn’t called a heretic.  We thanked him. 
 
Even though we were 41 minutes ahead of schedule and had the opportunity to play 
outside, we allowed some reports before dinner, including 
 

� Pastor Nate Buege (CAD) with a promised two minutes of updates, including the 
2009 marriage retreat at the same Galveston resort Ike kicked us out from; 

� Pastor Brian Doebler (Worship) talked about the Supplement, the record-
breaking worship conference, the need for future musicians, etc.; 

� Staff Minister Chad White (CYD) reminded us to sign up for the electronic 
newsletters and participate in the youth ministry survey, among other things; 

� and Pastor Wayne Fischer gave some Camp Shiloh news, including the 
availability of Shiloh for evacuation purposes, his desire to visit each 
congregation, and the request to fill out a survey so he can serve you better. 

 
Pastor Weiss led us in prayer allowing us to recess at 5:37 pm (23 minutes early) to eat 
and enjoy brotherly fellowship in the bucolic picturesqueness of Camp Shiloh.    
 

Friday, October 3Friday, October 3Friday, October 3Friday, October 3rdrdrdrd        
Pastor Marc Von Deylen began our morning session at 8:30 am with a devotion based 
on Ephesians 2:19-22 empowering us with the great good news that we aren’t merely 
citizens of God’s kingdom, but members of His household, united by Christ, who alone 
gives strength to the foundation of the apostles and prophets.  
 
President Glaeske reported some Jubilee numbers from the ether: $692,892.43 is the 
total given so far.  $37,412.52 has come from unidentified sources.  The South Central 
District has contributed $86,100 to this effort so far. 
 
At 8:48 am (3 minutes behind) Pastor Larry Schlomer took over, presenting on “The 
Sluggard in Proverbs.”  He started by making us get into small groups and then hinted 
that we are sluggards.  Discussion occurred in groups to help us stop being sluggards in 
the Word, as husbands, pastors, and congregations.  We thanked him for his work. 
 
We broke briefly.   
 
The elect returned at 10:38 am (eight minutes behind) for Pastor Dave Schneider’s 
isagogical study of John’s letters, with a special emphasis on our fellowship practices.  
He highlighted the positive aspects of the doctrine of fellowship, that is, we work 
together for the truth.  Discussion followed.  We thanked him for his work. 
 



Thanks to a well-prepared, concise essay from Pastor Schneider and equally concise 
and thoughtful comments from the assembled brothers, we were able to spend 44 
minutes before lunch handling the final bits of conference business. 
 

� Pastor Fischer distributed a feedback form on Shiloh’s work. 
� The offering of $211 was designated to go to the Year of Jubilee. 
� We offered thanks and blessings to Pastor Fred Schleg, attending his 

final SC conference before heading to the Pacific Northwest District. 
� The Essay Committee announced the intention to retry the Family 

Conference next October with Rick Loewen (WLCFS) as the featured 
presenter/essayist, discussing spiritual resiliency.  This intention was 
moved, supported, discussed and passed.  Dates will be forthcoming. 

� If Galveston doesn’t pan out again, Gethsemane or Holy Cross, Oklahoma 
City has offered to be Family Conference Plan B. 

� Chairman Bill Gabb appointed Neil Hanson (AR), chairman, Marc Von 
Deylen (Gulf), Dave Schneider (Capital), Dick Schleicher (DFW), and Craig 
Born (OK), to the Conference Location Committee (CLC). 

� The chairman reminded the brothers to submit travel equalization 
requests to circuit pastors to be signed and passed on Chairman Gabb 
and then to District Secretary Goelzer. 

� Thank yous were offered to Pastor Wayne Fischer and the Camp Shiloh 
staff, our presenters, our new worship coordinator and worship leaders, 
the various reporters, and the only somewhat sluggardly conference 
secretary. 

� The secretary also requested that all essayists, presenters, and reporters 
please email a copy of their reports to him so that he can in a non-
sluggardly way post them to the conference webpage. 

 
The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive them. 
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 11:46 am (almost two hours ahead of 
time!). 
 
Following these final announcements, Pastor Dan Voigt focused our minds on 
Ephesians 4:11-16 in our closing devotion, pushing us to go with the gospel together. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Pastor Benjamin J. Tomczak, Conference Secretary 


