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I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.  2 Corinthians 6:2 
 
 
Field Reports: Mission Encouragement 
 

1) Mission Field Map.  There is more to opening missions than throwing a dart on the map.  However, in an 
effort to plan mission work and as a way to ask congregations and pastors who might like to be a partner in the 
effort, we have created the District Mission Field Map.  Based on the best and most current information we have, 
the top five Mission Encouragement sites are identified by name. Requests for Mission Encouragement sites to 
become Mission Enhancement or Mission Establishment are due to the DMB by January 16, 2009. 
 
 

Field Reports: Mission Enhancement 
 

2) Holy Word – Austin, Texas.  Pastor Don Patterson.  Holy Word’s Hispanic Ministry Coordinator (Staff 
Minister) is an example of Mission Enhancement.  The idea is to enhance a congregation’s current mission work 
by adding staff or resources.  Holy Word will be resubmitting their request to the DMB on January 16, 2009. 
 
 

Field Reports: Mission Establishment 
 

3) Christ the Rock – Round Rock, Texas.  Pastor Matthew Doebler.  The mission has just entered their third 
year of work in the fast growing Austin metro area.  They have done a remarkable job of handling a group of 
Christians that is growing quickly while their mission subsidy is decreasing just as fast.  Should it be needed, a 
request for additional mission subsidy needs to be submitted to the DMB by January 16, 2009. 
 

4) Christ the Lord – Houston, Texas.  Pastor Larry Schlomer.  The members of Christ the Lord continue to 
move forward with their effort to establish a daughter congregation in the area of southeast Houston known as 
Sienna Plantation.  Christ the Lord has located property and plans to work with the CEF to purchase the land.  
Depending on the congregation’s timeline, they may entertain a request to move forward with the establishing the 
daughter congregation by submitting a request to the DMB by January 16, 2009. 
 
 

Field Reports: Mission Development 
 

5) Abiding Savior – Killeen, Texas.  Pastor Steve Dorn.  We cannot say enough about the joy that has been 
brought to the developing mission in Killeen by Pastor Dorn.  The congregation is working hard to finish their 
building project in time to invite the community to the grand opening during the weekend of Palm Sunday 2009.  
Abiding Savior is a 13-year-old mission serving the community and military personnel of Fort Hood.  They are 
receiving mission subsidy through FY2009-2010.  A request for subsidy in FY2010-2011 and beyond is due to the 
DMB by January 16, 2009. 
 

6) Victory of the Lamb – Katy, Texas.  Pastor Nathan Buege.  Ever since the congregation began worshiping 
in the new building (Easter 2008), there has been a steady stream of visitors on Sunday mornings.  The 
congregation has worked diligently to turn this into a steady stream of students at the Bible information classes.  
Mission subsidy is scheduled to sunset in June 2010.  Victory of the Lamb does not need to submit a request to 
the DMB by January 16, 2009. 
 
 



Field Reports: Mission Enrichment 
The following five congregations submitted requests in August to the DMB for Mission Enrichment with grant 
funding provided by the Kingdom Workers National Project program.  Funding for these requests will be 
determined in the near future. 
 

7) Abiding Savior – Killeen, Texas.  Steve Dorn.  Ministry Plan: Kingdom Workers Senior Burst Team and 
fund mass media communication and promotion of the grand opening of the new church building. 
 

8) Redeemer – Edna, Texas.  Pastor Andy Schroer.  Ministry Plan: Make use of a lay worker to teach English 
and Spanish classes held at the church. 
 

9) Christ the Lord – Houston, Texas.  Pastor Larry Schlomer.  Ministry Plan: Utilize a layman who will begin 
Staff Ministry training.  He will serve as a project coordinator for the daughter congregation in Sienna Plantation. 
 

10) Christ the Rock – Round Rock, Texas.  Pastor Matthew Doebler.  Ministry Plan: Funding for an 
Administrative Assistant. 
 

11) Shepherd of the Plains – Lubbock, Texas.  Pastor Guy Bergenthal.  Ministry Plan: Making use of a 
Congregational Evangelist to assist with congregational outreach and follow-up. 
 

12) Mission Enrichment Funding Sources.  The Mission Enrichment category identifies congregations that are 
working together with the DMB to enrich ministry.  Funding is available at various times from various sources, 
including, but not limited to, WKW, LWMS, and BHM.  Requests for Kingdom Workers National Projects are 
submitted annually through the DMB at the August meeting (funding is for the following calendar year: January–
December).  Requests for designated funds from the LWMS for mission enrichment (often limited in scope) are 
made through the DMB Chairman.  For the past several years the BHM funded the “Outreach Grant” program.  
There are no plans to implement the Outreach Grant program in 2009. 
 
 

Other Items to Report 
 

13) Kingdom Workers Faith in Action.  This year there were 17 requests for Faith in Action teams, primarily 
Travel Canvass Witness (TCW).  Kingdom Workers is cautiously optimistic that they will be able to fund travel 
expenses for all the teams (roughly $2000 each).  In addition, Mission Counselor Ed Schuppe will be attending 
the January 2009 PTD Conference.  He works closely with the Kingdom Workers administration and the mission 
congregations that use the programs.  Would there be interest in attending a workshop on “follow-up” on 
Wednesday evening, January 21, prior to the PTD conference?  (Lay men could conveniently attend as well.) 
 

14) Vicars in Mission Settings. This program is designed to place vicars into a congregation with a mission 
setting and under the supervision of a pastor with a mission mindset.  [NOTE: A congregation does not need to be 
a “mission congregation” in order to participate in the ViMS program.]  The BHM provides funding to assist 
congregations with the expense of the vicar.  [NOTE: the minimal expense to a congregation is approximately 
$2000.]  The hope is to assign approximately 15 vicars through this program.  If you and your congregation are 
interested in the program, please request additional information and from the DMB Chairman. 
 

15) Ministry Categories.  The definitions of the Ministry Categories are printed in this report (see attached). 
 

16) BHM Strategic Plan 2009-2011.  The BHM has adopted a new vision to invest in 20 new mission starts 
(Mission Establishment) and 75 new Mission Enhancements in FY2009-2010 and FY2010-2011 (see attached). 
 

17) Next DMB Deadline: January 16, 2009.  If you didn’t catch it yet, the deadline for all new ministry requests 
(Mission Establishment and Mission Enhancement), Vicars in Mission Settings, and Mission Program Support 
Agreements (MPSA’s for existing Mission Establishments and Mission Developments) are due to the DMB by 
January 16, 2009.  Please email all requests and documentation to CalebSchoeneck@gmail.com. 
 

18) Support the Church Extension Fund.  The CEF is a tremendous blessing to our mission work.  Please take 
advantage of any opportunity you have to encourage support of the CEF.  Also, keep in mind that individuals may 
send contributions directly to the CEF to pay down the principle of a congregation’s debt.  These gifts can save 
hundreds and thousands of dollars in interest to the congregation. 
 
19) Thoughts to hold before the Lord in prayer.  Praise and thanks to God for the work that is developing in 
Katy, Killeen, and Round Rock.  Plead that God would allow us to encourage and establish new missions in the 
district—especially as the population of our major metropolitan centers leads the nation in growth. 



Field Reports: Mission Enrichment  
 

7) Abiding Savior – Killeen, Texas.  Steve Dorn.  The ministry has been enriched by a generous grant 
($17,000) from the Kingdom Workers National Project program.  The ministry plan makes use of a Kingdom 
Workers Senior Burst Team as well as funding for mass media communication and promotion of the grand 
opening of the new church building. 
 

8) Redeemer – Edna, Texas.  Pastor Andy Schroer.  The ministry has been enriched by a generous grant 
($29,000) from the Kingdom Workers National Project program.  The ministry plan makes use of a lay worker who 
teaches English and Spanish classes.  The congregation is working hard to connect with the students and share 
Jesus with them in their personal lives and at worship. 
 

9) Christ the Lord – Houston, Texas.  Pastor Larry Schlomer.  The ministry has been enriched by a 
generous grant ($30,000) from the Kingdom Workers National Project program.  The ministry plan includes using 
the gifts of a lay worker from the congregation.  He will begin classes to become a Staff Ministry and serve as a 
mission project coordinator on site at the new daughter congregation in Sienna Plantation. 
 

10) Christ the Rock – Round Rock, Texas.  Pastor Matthew Doebler.  The ministry has been enriched by a 
generous grant ($13,000) from the Kingdom Workers National Project program.  The ministry plan uses this 
funding to assist with salary and related expenses for the mission’s Administrative Assistant. 
 

11) No Outreach Grants in 2009.  Mission Enrichment as a mission category identifies congregations that are 
working together with the DMB to enrich ministry.  Funding is available at various times from various sources.  
Requests for Kingdom Workers National Projects need to be submitted to the DMB by August 15 (funding is 
provided for the following calendar year: January–December).  Some enrichment projects are eligible for funding 
from designated LWMS contributions to the BHM.  For the past several years, “Outreach Grants” have been 
awarded to mission enrichment projects and funded directly by the BHM.  There are no Outreach Grants for 2009. 
 
 

Other Items to Report 
 

12) Kingdom Workers Faith in Action.  This year there were 17 requests for Faith in Action teams, primarily 
Travel Canvass Witness (TCW).  Kingdom Workers is cautiously optimistic that they will be able to fund travel 
expenses for all the teams (roughly $2000 each).  In addition, Mission Counselor Ed Schuppe will be attending 
the January 2009 PTD Conference.  He works closely with the Kingdom Workers administration and the mission 
congregations that use the programs.  Would there be interest in attending a workshop on “follow-up” on 
Wednesday evening, January 21, prior to the PTD conference?  (Lay men could conveniently attend as well.) 
 

13) Vicars in Mission Settings. This program is designed to place vicars into a congregation with a mission 
setting and under the supervision of a pastor with a mission mindset.  The BHM provides funding to assist 
congregations with the expense of the vicar.  [NOTE: A congregation does not need to be a “mission 
congregation” in order to participate in the ViMS program.]  The hope is to assign approximately 15 vicars through 
this program.  If you and your congregation are interested in the program. 
 

14) BHM Strategic Plan 2009-2011.  The BHM has adopted a new vision to invest in 20 new mission starts 
(Mission Establishment) and 75 new Mission Enhancements in FY2009-2010 and FY2010-2011. 
 

15) Support the Church Extension Fund.  The CEF is a tremendous blessing to our mission work.  Please take 
advantage of any opportunity you have to encourage support of the CEF.  Also, keep in mind that individuals may 
send contributions directly to the CEF to pay down the principle of a congregation’s debt.  These gifts can save 
hundreds and thousands of dollars in interest to the congregation. 
 
16) Thoughts to hold before the Lord in prayer.  Praise and thanks to God for the work that is developing in 
Katy, Killeen, and Round Rock.  Plead that God would allow us to encourage and establish new missions in the 
district—especially as the population of our major metropolitan centers leads the nation in growth. 


