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It seems like it happens every December and then again in March.  In the news, the 
media will push some anti-Christian message trying to convince people that the Bible is 
trash, a fairy tale, or just one of many authoritative sources on religion.  In recent 
memory, we’ve had the Da Vinci Code, the Gospel of Judas, the “authentic” tomb of 
Christ with a few bones still inside, and those are just the ones I can remember.  The 
latest was the book-turned-into-movie Golden Compass.  That’s the one written by an 
atheist to demean and ridicule Christianity.  Notice it hit the theaters just before 
Christmas.  Satan is aggressive – he goes for the jugular with things like this.  He’s an 
aged master who overwhelms us with multiple angles of deception.  We think about it 
too much…and compared to us, a deer in the headlights looks convinced and secure.  
With so many ideas flying around, how can we ever know what’s truth and what’s not? 
 
Thankfully God did not leave us to guess about the truth regarding who he is and what 
he has done.  If he did, we’d be having a conference paper today on why the Da Vinci 
Code and the Gospel of Judas are reasonable possibilities.  Then we’d have another 
paper on why they aren’t.  In the end, we wouldn’t agree; each one of us would be right 
and wrong at the same time; and we’d all only be guessing.   
 
One of my favorite New Testament words is the word  “apokaluptw.“ It means “to 

reveal” or “to disclose.”  It is a beautiful and hope-filled word.  The picture of 
apokaluptw is this: someone pulls back the curtain to reveal the shiny new sports car 

and shouts, “Ta-Da!”  Before the curtain is pulled back, you don’t know what’s behind it.  
It could be a shiny new sports car, it could be a boring chandelier; it might also be 
something whose only value is to be stored until the next white elephant Christmas 
party; it might be a jail, or even a fast ticket to hell.  Until the curtain is pulled back, we 
don’t know what’s behind it.  Something worthwhile?  Something terrible?  We are only 
left to guess. 
 
God has revealed something better than a sports car to us.  In the canon, God has 
pulled back the curtain and revealed who he is and what he has done on our behalf.  
Jesus could have sat in eternal loneliness but instead became a baby that couldn’t even 
roll over.  He could have come down from the cross, but instead stayed there in 
committed love we can hardly fathom.  The Holy Spirit has burned his love into our 
hearts and caused the unbelievable to be swallowed.  And then, he trusts us so much – 
he encourages us to unveil His Word for others!  
 
So how did all this happen?  Luther put it this way – “My teaching is not mine.  It did not 
grow in my garden, but it is God’s gift.” Luther vividly understood life before the opening 
of the curtain.  He knew how terrible it was to look at God all covered up and wonder.  
He easily remembered how afraid he was when he was left to guess about God.  He 
didn’t find the revelation as much as it found him.  He didn’t devise it; he didn’t even 
realize how thick that curtain really was.  But when the curtain was pulled back, what he 
found underneath was better than anything he could have imagined.  Free forgiveness – 
from God to you – with no strings attached.  God is not an angry judge; in Christ he is 
loving and forgiving.  It is by grace you have been saved.  
 
And so the unveiling of the Word to the masses began.  We call it the Lutheran 
Reformation.  You could also call it “the Lutheran Revelation” or if you want to have 
some fun, try, “The Lutheran Apocalypse.”  All the Reformers did was this: open the 
Bible, pull back the curtain of the Word and help people erase the guesswork about God. 
 
 



But whoever decided that the canon is the only source for pulling back the “God’s truth” 
curtain?  Why not the Apocrypha or the Gospel of Judas?  Why is Ecclesiastes revealing 
truth about God, but not the book of Ecclesiasticus?  It’s a crucial discussion.  So the 
question before us today is, “How is it that in the sixty-six books of the canon, and only in 
these books, do we accept that God is the one opening the curtain?”   
 
Certainly Satan is capable of deceiving people in this curtain issue.  He helps humans to 
think that God is pulling back the curtain when it’s really Satan pulling it back.  “You must 
spend time in purgatory before entering heaven” is one example.  And when it is truly 
God unveiling His truth – he passes the truth off as mere human opinion.  He helps 
people to say,  “Homosexuality’s a sin?  We’ll, that’s just your take on it.”  The terrible 
LIAR can make the good look like evil, and the evil look like good.  We’re up against a 
powerful liar when trying to decipher the truth from error.  The question we’re asking is 
crucial.   
 
 

The canon is God’s revealed truth. 
 

The word “canon” comes from the Greek word kanon and is related to the Hebrew word 

meaning “reed.”  A reed was used as a measuring rod, as a standard of judgment.  This 
is a word that appears several times in the New Testament.  We easily capture how it is 
used when we read Galatians 6:16, where Paul writes, “And as many as walk 
according to this rule (kanon), peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the 

Israel of God.”   
 
Some years after Paul wrote Galatians, the church came to recognize Galatians and the 
sixty-five other books of the Old and New Testament as the rule of faith and truth.  The 
term they applied to these books was “the canon.”  They were the books by which all 
doctrine and practice would be judged.  They were accepted as authoritative, that is, 
they were accepted as the way by which God opens the curtain for us and reveals who 
he is and what he has done.  We continue to use this term today.  When a confirmation 
or installation happens, the pastor asks, “Do you hold all the canonical books of the Bible 
to be the inspired Word of God?” 
 
We hold that the canon is God’s Word about man, not man’s words about God.  God is 
the one pulling back the curtain, sharing with us exactly what he wants to reveal about 
himself, and keeping hidden exactly what he does not want to reveal.  “The secret 
things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to 
our children forever (Dt 29:29).” 
 
Also, whenever God pulls back the curtain, not only is he always speaking about man.  
He is always speaking the truth.  “God is not a son of man, that he should lie; nor a 
son of man that he should change his mind.  Does he speak and not act?  Does he 
promise and not fulfill (Numbers 23:19)?”  Jesus of course, agreed when he said, “I 
am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me (John 14:6).”  This is in clear contrast to all those who pull back the curtain and 
come to the Father with their own opinions.  When the arrogant air their opinions and 
count their opinion on an equal plane with God’s Word…well, dem’s fightin’ words.   
 

“Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream, but let the one who has 
my Word speak it faithfully.  For what has straw to do with grain?” declares 
the LORD.  “Is not my Word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a 



hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?  Therefore,” declares the LORD, “I 
am against the prophets who steal from one another words supposedly 
from me (Jeremiah 23:28-30).”  

 
The canon is God’s Word about man, not man’s words about God.  Recently, in a Bible 
Information Class, we were studying the account of the transfiguration.  The student was 
intrigued by God’s voice booming from the heavens, “THIS IS MY SON, WHOM I LOVE.  
LISTEN TO HIM.”  The man asked, “Is this the only time in all the Bible where God 
talked?”  What a wonderful teaching moment to explain how all the Bible is God talking!  
The canon is God’s Word about man. 
 
The canon is God’s Word because God says so, not because man says so.  The canon 
is not something created by the church; the canon is God’s gift to the church.  The 
church is not the source of the Scriptures; rather the Scriptures are the source of the 
church.  J.L. Packer, a conservative Anglican, links canonicity as something exclusively 
given by God. 
 

The church no more gave us the New Testament canon than Sir Isaac Newton 
gave us the force of gravity.  God gave us gravity by his work of creation, and 
similarly he gave us the New Testament canon, by inspiring the books that make 
it up (Gawrisch, 10).  

 
Whether man accepts this or not does not alter God’s truth.  Gravity is still gravity, even 
if a scientist refuses to believe that this hidden force is at work.  Many rejected Jesus as 
Savior and God’s Son, but that didn’t mean he stopped being either the Savior or the 
Son of God.  If man rejects, man is the loser (not God).  And what about this?  If it really 
is God’s Word, humans never have the ability to make it into man’s opinion.  And if it 
really is not God’s Word, humans never have the ability to change it into God’s Word.  
The truth will be the truth…and a lie will be a lie…whether a human being stamps his 
approval or disapproval or not. 
 
 

The Old Testament Canon 
 

How did the church test the Old Testament books to see if they are the true Word of God 
or not?  One possible test could be to look at the predictions made in the books, and 
then see if the predictions made have come true.  Certainly every prophecy of the Old 
Testament canon has been fulfilled.  Certainly many non-canonical predictions have not 
been fulfilled.  But “Prediction Check” isn’t a great test because a) it takes a long time for 
predictions to come true and b) sometimes false prophets make predictions that come 
true as well. 
 

If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and 
announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder 
of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, “Let us follow other 
gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship them,” you must not 
listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer.  The LORD your God is 
testing you to find out whether you love him with all of your heart and soul.  
It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must revere.  Keep 
his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.  That prophet 
or dreamer must be put to death.  (Deuteronomy 13:1-5a)    

 



The best reason for accepting the Old Testament as God’s Word is not that their 
predictions came true – even though they all did.  A better reason for accepting the Old 
Testament as God’s truth is that they authenticate themselves.  The authors of the Old 
Testament knew that.  Take a peek at this list of verses from the prophets. 
 

Isaiah 1:2 “Hear, O heavens!  Listen, O 
earth!  For the LORD has spoken.” 
   

Jeremiah 1:4  “The word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you; before you were born, I set you 
apart.” 

2 Samuel 23:2 “The Spirit of the LORD 
spoke through me; his word was on my 
tongue.” 

Hosea 1:1 “The word of the LORD that came to 
Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.” 

Joel 1:1 “The word of the LORD that came 
to Joel, son of Pethuel.”    

Amos 1:3 “This is what the LORD says, ‘For 
three sins, even for four, I will not turn back my 
wrath.” 

Obadiah 1 “The vision of Obadiah.  ‘This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says about 
Edom…’ 

Jonah 1:1 “The word of the LORD came to 
Jonah, son of Amittai: ‘Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and preach against it, for its 
wickedness has come up before me.” 

Micah 1:1 “The word of the LORD that 
came to Micah of Moresheth during the 
reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah…” 

Nahum 1:14 “The LORD has given a command 
concerning you, Nineveh: “You will have no 
descendants to bear your name.” 

Habakkuk 2:2 “Then the LORD replied, 
“Write down the revelation and make it 
plain on tablets so that a herald may run 
with it.” 

Zephaniah 1:1 “The word of the LORD that 
came to Zephaniah, son of Cushi, the son of 
Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of 
Hezekiah, during the reign of Josiah son of 
Amon king of Judah.” 

Haggai 1:1 “In the second year of King 
Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, 
the word of the LORD came through the 
prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel. governor of Judah 

Zechariah 1:1 “In the eighth month of the 
second year of Darius, the word of the LORD 
came to the prophet Zechariah, son of 
Berekiah, son of Iddo.” 

Malachi 1:1 “An oracle: The word of the 
LORD to Israel through Malachi.” 

 

 

 
Where is there any distinction made between God’s voice and the prophet’s voice?  Do 
any of them say, “God pulled back the curtain for me in chapter one, but chapter two 
represents my best guess.”  Absolutely not.  And notice all of the historical references, 
detailing the exact time when the Word of the Lord was revealed.  The prophets knew 
they were speaking God’s Word from the time the ink hit the papyrus.  Those who insist 
differently are wrong.  It didn’t take long for God’s people to make this public.  By the 
time Jesus came to earth, the Old Testament canon was settled. 
 

Sometime before the second century, B.C., all thirty-nine books of the Old 
Testament were set apart from all other literature as God’s Holy Word.  Though 
the Jews combined some of the books to come up with the number twenty-two, 
corresponding to the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet, they had the very 
same 39 books of the New Testament as we do today  (Keller, 133). 

 
Perhaps the best reason for accepting the Old Testament as God’s truth is that Jesus 
himself accepted them.  In Luke 24:44, Jesus encouraged his disciples, “This is what I 
told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about 
me in the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  The phrase “the Law, the Prophets 
and the Psalms” refers to the entire Old Testament, the 39 books that Jesus had in his 



day, and that we have today.  Jesus did not quote from every Old Testament book, but 
he did quote from each of the three Old Testament divisions.  We accept the Old 
Testament because Jesus accepted them.  End of story. 
 
The church “approved” the 39 books at the Council of Jamnia in 90, but it was only 
approving what had already been long accepted.   

 
 

The Apocrypha 
 
“The apocrypha” – this word means “ones hidden away.”  Don’t confuse this word with 
“apokaluptw.”  They are opposites.  The term “apocrypha” refers to a number of 

books written between the time of Malachi, 400 BC, and the coming of Christ.  Here is 
one list of the apocryphal book titles. 
 
The Wisdom of Solomon    Ecclesiasticus, or Sirach 
Tobit      Judith 
I and II Esdras    I and II Maccabees 
Baruch     Letter of Jeremiah 
Additions to Esther    Prayer of Azariah 
Susanna     Bel and the Dragon 
Prayer of Manasseh 
 
Luther translated these books as worthwhile reading, but he never considered them to 
be God’s Word.  The Roman Catholic Church, however, pronounced them to be God’s 
truth at the Council of Trent in 1545.  According to that council, those who do not accept 
the apocryphal books in their entirety as sacred are to be anathema.  Interestingly, it is 
only in the Apocrypha where one will find the teaching of purgatory or prayers for the 
dead.  What arrogance the Church of Rome shows when it presumes the authority to 
decide what is and what is not God’s Word! 
 
There are very good reasons why the apocryphal books are not included in the canon.  
We note that Jesus never made any reference to them.  That alone is sufficient to 
convince us that they don’t belong on a par with God’s Word.  In addition, they neither 
authenticate themselves nor are they Christ-centered in nature.  Thankfully, as we have 
seen before, a human being can attempt to make a book into God’s Word, but if it really 
isn’t God’s Word, their efforts will be thwarted.  The church doesn’t create the canon, 
rather, the canon creates the church. 
  
 

The New Testament Canon 
 
Let’s move on to the canon of the New Testament.  At first glance, this might seem like a 
more difficult problem, for it was written after Jesus ascended into glory.  We have no 
statement from him regarding his acceptance of the Gospels, the Letters, the books of 
Acts and John’s Revelation as being unequivocally the Word of God.  Nor do we have a 
special revelation or a voice from heaven giving divine approval to the 27 books of the 
New Testament.  
 
However, it is not so difficult as it first appears to be.  Much like the Old Testament, the 
New Testament also authenticates itself.  The authors knew they were writing God’s 
words about man, not man’s words about God.  In the 2 Peter verse, notice that the New 



Testament canon given through the apostles was on a par with the Old Testament 
canon, which had already been universally accepted. 
 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants 
what must soon take place.  He made it known by sending his angel to his 
servant John, who testifies to everything he saw – that is, the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus Christ. – Revelation 1:1,2 
 
I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and 
the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. – 2 
Peter 3:2 
 
Did the word of God originate with you?  Or are you the only people it has 
reached?  If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let him 
acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord’s command.  If he 
ignores this, he himself will be ignored.  – I Corinthians 14:36-38 
 
This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down.  
We know that his testimony is true.  – John 21:24 

 
 
The apostles wrote God’s Word.  What they wrote was to be read as God’s Word in 
worship services, along with the Old Testament canon.  What they wrote was accepted 
as the word of God, not the word of men. 
 

Brothers, pray for us.  Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss.  I charge you 
before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. – I Thess. 5:25-27 
 
After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church 
of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.  – 
Colossians 4:16 
 
And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word 
of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, 
but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.   
- I Thessalonians 2:13 

 
Which New Testament writings were God’s Word and which were not?  The general rule 
of acceptance was the test of “apostolicity.”  The first criteria of this test was simply this: 
had this book been written by an apostle or not?  Mark, Luke and Acts were not written 
by an apostle, but were accepted as such because of Mark’s close relationship with 
Peter and Luke’s connection with Paul.  A second criterion was the contents of the 
book…was it free and clear from bias and heresy?  This criterion chopped out many of 
the apocryphal books.  A third criterion was “catholicity”…was the book universally 
accepted or not?  This criterion helped reject other books that did not belong.  
 
Not only did the apostles write the Word and lead God’s people to accept it as such, they 
also aided in exposing false doctrine and counterfeit writings.  Here’s an interesting 
quote giving another reason why the Lord let the apostle John live so long. 
 

Martin Chemnitz cites a story that goes back to Tertullian, who was born in 150 
A.D.  This story tells how St. John exposed a spurious writing that was being 



circulated as Paul’s.  Then Chemnitz makes this observation: “To John, God 
granted a longer life after the death of the apostles in order that apostolic 
watchfulness might look out for the church of all posterity, lest counterfeit writings 
might be foisted under the name of the apostles  (Gawrisch, 12).  

 
John lived until approximately the year 100, and after he wrote Revelation, the New 
Testament canon was closed.  It was during the lifetime of the apostles that the New 
Testament was inaugurated, written, collected, distributed, and finished.  The apostles 
took a personal hand in directing this important work. 
 
By the year 150 AD, the New Testament canon was virtually accepted and recognized.  
A document was  uncovered at Nag Hammadi in Egypt in 1945 called “The Gospel of 
Truth.”  This document, dated to 140-150 AD, shows that at that time “the people in 
Rome knew of a collection of authoritative writings which were practically identical with 
the New Testament (Gawrisch, 13).”  Within about five decades after John’s death (150 
AD), every single book of the New Testament had been quoted, mentioned, or alluded to 
as God’s Word by some church father (Keller, 141)   
 
In the year 150, Satan sent Marcion to throw some confusion into the church.  Marcion’s 
Gnostic background led him to reject the entire Old Testament and whittle the New 
Testament down to Luke and ten epistles of Paul, and even there, his version of those 
books was somewhat mutilated.  Shortly after Marcion, the Montanists, the Gnostics, 
and other heretical sects questioned the canon.  These heretics sparked considerable 
debate and led the church once again to the question, “Which books are inspired and 
which are not?”  This debate would linger for approximately 200 years. 
 
By the year 200, some things had been settled once again.  Twenty-one books had 
achieved homologoumena status, which means “accepted as God’s Word by all.”  Isn’t it 
amazing that the majority of the New Testament enjoyed a remarkable consensus?  The 
homologoumena books were the four Gospels, Acts, the thirteen letters of Paul, I Peter, I 
John, and Revelation (although Revelation, generally accepted at the turn of the century, 
was increasingly challenged and eventually landed on the antilegomena list.  
 
The term “antilegomena” means “spoken against” and was used to describe those books 
which were under question.  The antilegomena list included Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 
and 3 John, Jude and later, Revelation.  Incidentally, some Old Testament books made 
the list as well.  Ecclesiastes, in the eyes of some, misinterpreted life after death.  Song 
of Songs was sexually explicit.  Esther never mentioned the name “God.”  Proverbs had 
some seeming contradictions.  And Ezra included some perceived differences between 
the temple of Ezra’s day and the Solomonic temple.  Were these eleven books of the 
Bible inspired by God or man?  That was the struggle.  
 
In 325, the Council of Nicea divided between homologoumena and antilegomena.  In 
367, in his annual Easter letter to the churches within his diocese, Athanasius listed all 
twenty-seven New Testament books as the inspired Word of God.  He may have been 
the first to apply the term “canonical” to refer to the twenty-seven books we have in our 
New Testament.  The Council of Hippo (393) recognized the twenty-seven books, as did 
the Council of Carthage (397).  Jerome’s translation of the Vulgate in the early fifth 
century, strengthened by the support of Augustine, all but settled the debate on the 
canon in the West.  The sixty-six were in; all the others were out. 
 
 



Luther’s take on the anti-legomena 
 
When Martin Luther taught, he was aware of the historical distinction between the 
homologoumena and the antilegomena.  Here are some of his thoughts on the books 
that were not always widely accepted: 
 

On Hebrews:  (The authorship of this epistle) is not St. Paul’s nor any other 
apostles’ (Valleskey, 10).  
 
On James:  I cannot put him among the chief books, though I would not prevent 
anyone from putting him where he pleases…there are many good sayings in him. 
(Valleskey, 10) 
 
On Jude:  Although I praise this book, it is an epistle that need not be counted 
among the chief books, which are to lay the foundation of faith. (Valleskey, 10) 
 
On Revelation:  About this book of the Revelation of John, I leave everyone free 
to hold his own ideas, and would bind no man to my opinion or judgment; I say 
what I feel.  I miss more than one thing in this book, and this makes me hold it to 
be neither apostolic nor prophetic…My spirit cannot fit itself into this book.  There 
is one sufficient reason for me not to think highly of it – Christ is not taught or 
known in it…Therefore I stick to the books which give me Christ, clearly and 
purely.  (Valleskey, 10) 

 
The comments on Revelation were written by Luther in 1522.  Note that in 1545, Luther 
wrote a new, extended preface on the book of Revelation.  Even though the young 
Luther was skeptical about the presence of Christ in Revelation, in his later years Luther 
could say, “We see, in this book, that above all plagues and beasts and bad angels, 
Christ is with his saints, and wins the victory at last (Valleskey, 10).”  With regard to 
James, Luther wrote, “I praise it and hold it a good book, because it sets up no doctrine 
of men and lays great stress upon God’s law (Valleskey, 10).”   
 
Before we come down too hard upon Luther, it needs to be remembered that he always 
included these antilegomena books in his editions of the Bible.  It seems that as he grew 
in his love for the Word over his life, more and more he was convinced that the 
antilegomena belong in the canon.  What a blessing for all of us to be a lifelong student 
of the Word!  
 
 

Closing thoughts 
 
Accepting that the canon is God opening the curtain is not logical or normal.  It is a 
matter of faith, a faith that believes in God’s divine, miraculous ability to reveal himself to 
us.  The Word is powerful – it is the dynamite of God. It is living and active, sharper than 
a double-edged sword.  When God pulls back that curtain, revealing who he is and what 
he has done…the Spirit burns his way into our hearts.  When our Savior shared the 
Word on the road to Emmaus, those two disciples were changed forever.  “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?” they asked one another in Luke 24:32.  The Word of God does its 
own work.  The faith we need to identify and accept the canon as God’s truth can spring 
only from the Word itself.  It is not longing for man’s endorsement.  It does not need a 
majority vote.  The Word authorizes and authenticates itself. 



 
Our synod highlighted the self-authenticating characteristic (called autopisticity) of the 
Word when it adopted this “Statement on Scripture” during the 1959 Convention: 
 
 Scripture being the Word of God, it carries its own authority in itself and does not 

receive it by the approbation of the Church.  The Canon, that is, the collection of 
books which is the authority for the Church is not a creation of the Church.  
Rather, the Canon has, by a quiet historical process which took place in the 
worship life of the Church, imposed itself upon the Church by virtue of its own 
divine authority (Gawrisch, 16). 

 
Is it possible God will open the curtain further in the future?  Of course it is possible.  If it 
happens, I make a motion that Pastor Mark Bitter write a new “books of the Bible” song 
to replace the one that so many currently learn.  God is God.  He can do whatever he 
wants.  He’s in control of what is revealed and what remains hidden, and if he wanted to 
give us a little more of a peek into his majesty, who could stop him? 
 
Even though we might WANT God to open the curtain further, we don’t NEED God to 
open the curtain any further than he already has.  He’s already gone above and beyond 
the call of duty in the curtain-opening category.  Our King of Compassion has already 
opened the curtain more than enough to satisfy our needs and many of our wants.  He 
has given us not one, not two, but thousands of promises and descriptions about who he 
is and what he has done for us.  So our attitude about canon addition is this: we don’t 
anticipate God opening the curtain more; we aren’t searching, digging or anxiously 
expecting more revelation; yet we are open to that possibility.  We trust that if further 
curtain-opening takes place, that Scripture will be self-authenticating just like all the rest.  
The pressure is not on us to grow it in our garden or give our stamp of approval.   
 
And we look forward to this: the day when not only will God’s curtain be fully opened, but 
that we will be behind the curtain in the presence of the LORD forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____ homologoumena  1.  a book of the Bible accepted by everyone 
____ antilegomena 2.  “hidden ones” referring to a group of books 
____ catholicity       written between 400 BC and 0 
____ autopisticity 3.  false writings – someone else wrote the letter 
____ pseudopigrapha       and signed Paul’s name to it 
____ apostolicity   4.  self-authenticating 
____ apocrypha   5.  revealed, as in a curtain being pulled back 
____ apocalypto   6.  a book of the Bible that was spoken against 
 7.  a test criterion – was the book written and 

approved by an apostle? 
8.  a test criterion – was the book universally 
accepted? 
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