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Minutes of the 

South Central Pastor-Teacher-Delegate Conference 
Our Savior Ev. Lutheran Church, San Antonio, Texas 

January 24th and 25th, 2008 

Thursday, January 24th 

Our conference opened with worship and a celebration of the Sacrament. Pastor Tim Soukup served as presiding 

minister and Pastor Caleb Schoeneck preached on John 1:1,2: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow - From the 

Beginning.” From the very beginning we’ve seen evidence of God’s love. It shines through the darkness of sin and 

unbelief that separates mankind from God. 

Conference Chairman, Pastor Bill Gabb called the conference to order at 11:30 am. The secretary called the roll and an 

attendance sheet is appended to these minutes. Accounting for a few late arrivals, there were 82 individuals present as 

follows: 37 pastors; 2 vicars; 4 staff ministers; 8 teachers; 25 congregational delegates; 6 Synodical representatives. We 

also welcomed the several guests. 

It was moved and passed to adopt the agenda as distributed. 

Pastor Vilas Glaeske delivered the first part of his District President’s report. 

At noon, Pastor Schoeneck led us in prayer and we recessed for lunch. 

Pastor Dave Kapler opened our afternoon session with a devotion on 2 Corinthians 3:12-14. We were encouraged to 

properly distinguish between law and gospel. The law’s function is to show us our sins. The gospel’s glory is that we’re 

saved in Christ alone. 

The following reports were given and the reporters fielded questions. It should be noted that we expressed our thanks 

to all the reporters for their faithful work on our behalf. All printed reports will be posted to the conference web page at 

www.welssc.org. 

• Pastor Glaeske – South Central District President: In addition to the printed report, we were encouraged to 

submit our CMO committments a.s.a.p. if we haven’t already done so. 

• Mr. Robert Timmerman – Synodical Council: Pastor Doebler announced that Immanuel Lutheran School in Fort 

Worth is not closing at this time, as was noted in the printed report. 

• Pastor Caleb Schoeneck – District Mission Board 

• Rev. Mark Schroeder – WELS President: He mentioned a generally positive atmosphere throughout synod. He 

especially encouraged home mission expansion as more than a few opportunities are presenting themselves. 

WELS leadership is working hard to streamline communications. The bi-weekly newsletter has been well-

received. The budget process is also being streamlined. An ongoing challenge is to find the proper balance 

between leadership accountability and grass-roots input. He acknowledged that there are challenges before us 

that are, for the most part, unchanged from those in the past, but that the spiritual health of our congregations 

remains strong. He encourged us to continue to faithfully proclaim the Word and expect its results by the 

working of the Spirit. He invited us feel free to share personal comments with him at any time. 

• Rev. Paul Prange – Michigan Lutheran Seminary President: He offered to visit with any of our young members to 

speak on the value of Christian education and our worker training system. 

• Rev. Mark Zarling – Martin Luther College President: Cards are available to send words of encouragement to the 

students and faculty at MLC. His slide presentation especially reminded us of the close connection between 

Worker Training and the Great Commission. It’s about Jesus! It’s about souls! 

• Mr. Steve Strucely – Luther Preparatory School Director of Mission Advancement: He highlighted items on the 

printed report. Pastor Glaeske emphasized the importance of the CMO when it comes to supporting the training 
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of future called workers. A question from the floor led to the encouragement to work at building up the schools’ 

endowment funds. 

• Mr. Arnie Nommensen – Ministry of Christian Giving 

• Pastor Phil Schwerin – Ministry of Christian Giving 

• Pastor Mike Gehl – 2009-2020 Conference Rotation: A motion was made and passed to revise the suggested 

schedule to a four-site rotation for the January PTD Conference, which would include Camp Shiloh. 

• Pastor Chris Goelzer – SC District Secretary: The treasurer’s report was reviewed. A motion was made and 

passed to set up guidelines for requesting funds for student aid. 

• Pastor Dick Schleicher – Church Extension Fund & District Nominating Committee 

• Pastor Nate Buege – District Coordinator for Adult Discipleship 

• Pastor John Hering – District Coordinator for Evangelism 

• Mr. Jim Henrickson – District Coordinator for Parish Schools 

• Pastor Jon Semro – District Coordinator for Special Ministries 

• Pastor John Koelpin – District Coordinator for Worship 

• Mr. Chad White – District Coordinator for Youth Discipleship 

Pastor Nate Buege presented his essay: “How Did We Get the Canon?” Discussion followed and we thanked Nate for his 

work. 

Pastor Andy Schroer called the motion that Bill Gabb continue as Conference Chairman and Mike Gehl continue as 

Conference Secretary into the indefinite future. The motion passed. 

The 2009-2020 rotation was approved as revised. Next year’s PTD Conference is scheduled for January 22nd & 23rd at 

Camp Shiloh. 

After several announcements, Pastor Kapler led us in prayer and we recessed for the evening at 5:45 pm. 

Friday, January 25th 

Pastor Guy Bergenthal opened our Friday morning session with a devotion on Romans 5:8, which says, “While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.” That’s an ongoing comfort as we continue to fall into sin. By God’s grace and forgiveness 

alone we go forward. 

Mr. Jim Henrickson delivered his essay / presentation: “Paradise Lost: American Republicanism and Church 

Governance.” After a short break, discussion took place and we thanked Jim for his work. 

Pastor Andy Schroer delivered his essay / presentation: “The Sermon – Preaching or Teaching?” Discussion took place 

throughout and we thanked Andy for his work. 

Dr. Dan Schmeling reported on Camp Shiloh. Display boards are available for use in our congregations. We gave thanks 

for Dan’s work and the blessing of Camp Shiloh in our district. 

Pastor Nathan Wagenknecht presented on Latin American missions. He referred us to the WELS World Missions web site 

and a few blog sites (listed below) for more information. We thanked Nathan for his faithful work and our chairman 

encouraged us to remember him in our prayers. 

• www.welsindr.blogspot.com 

• www.latteontheroad.blogspot.com 

• www.lutheransinmexico.blogspot.com 

Pastor Bergenthal led us in prayer and we recessed for lunch. 

Pastor Phil Schwerin opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Isaiah 54:8. No earthly expression of love or 

forgiveness can match that of our LORD and Redeemer. His kindness and compassion are everlasting. 
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Pastor Goelzer mentioned the procedure for requesting travel equalization funds. He also reviewed the Lone Star High 

School Fund Grant Guidelines. Those will be posted to the South Central Conference web site as soon as possible. 

Pastor Dave Kapler provided some details regarding our April conference in Mountain Home. 

Pastor Glaeske asked that any congregation that used the Parish Assistance program provide feedback to him. 

Pastor John Strackbein presented his essay: “What Are Catholics Hearing from the Pulpit?” Discussion followed and we 

thanked John for his work. 

Pastor Nate Buege presented an alternative to the 2008 Fall Pastoral Study Conference for the next three years. It would 

consist of a joint Pastor-Teacher-Family Conference. Two sites were proposed. Questions were raised and will be 

addressed by committee. A Thrivent grant may be available to heavily subsizide the cost. A motion was made to go 

ahead on a one-year trial basis, with or without a grant, on October 1st - 3rd, 2008. The motion passed and the 

committee will iron out the other details, including paper (re)assignments. 

On behalf of the Essay Committee, Pastor Buege presented the following slate of papers for next January’s conference: 

• John Koester - Isagogical Study of Hosea 

• Dan Schmeling – Nepal Mission Work Experience 

• Jon Semro - Comparing Old Testament Genocide to the Islamic Jihad: Aren’t they basically the same? 

• Ben Tomczak - Luther’s Large Catechism: It’s Historical Setting and Continued Significance 

Those assignments were approved. 

It was moved and passed that the offering gathered at the opening service, in the amount of $782, be designated 

toward WELS Debt Retirement. The treasurer of Our Savior is directed to send a check along with our cover letter. 

We expressed our thanks to the following: 

• Pastor Soukup and the members of Our Savior for their hospitality; 

• The Mayers for their audio system service; 

• Those who led us in worship and Pastor Koelpin for putting together the worship materials; 

• The reporters and essayists for their faithful work; 

• Vicars Krause and Tiefel for their efficient work in distributing materials; 

The Secretary read the minutes and they were approved. 

A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 3:05 pm. 

Pastor Larry Schlomer closed our conference with a devotion on John 1:16. Although we can’t begin to describe the 

fullness of God’s grace, we trust that all blessings flow from it. The reality is that the fullness of God’s grace is our Lord 

and Savior himself. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael L. GehlMichael L. GehlMichael L. GehlMichael L. Gehl    

Pastor Mike Gehl, Conference Secretary 


