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 The Ministry of Christian Giving continues to encourage responsible and God-pleasing stewardship 
in support of our synod’s work at home and abroad.  The Ministry of Christian Giving emphasizes how we 
glorify our Lord and proclaim his gospel through principles of proportionate, regular, and joyful giving.   
 Synod: 
 In 2007 our synod congregations gave 101.9% of their CMO commitments.  We all need to rejoice 
in how God has worked in the hearts and lives of our people in this support.  The total CMO was 
$21,435,882 as compared to $20,223,050 in 2006, representing an increase of 6%.   
 District: 
 In 2007 our district gave a CMO of $742,019, which was 103.3% of our commitment.  This is in 
comparison to $718,662 in 2006 and represents an increase of 3%.  Our per communicant CMO was 
$136.65 as compared to the synod per communicant figure of $66.03.  We have a district communicant 
base of 5,430 (end of 2006 figure), the third smallest in the synod.   
 Commitment for 2008: 
 God has done great things through us and for 2008 we continue to emphasize his grace among us 
and our desire to share that grace with others.  As you send in your CMO commitment for 2008, we 
encourage every congregation to consider the “10-10” plan of CMO giving, which is to raise CMO to 10 
percent of receipts, or, if you’re already at 10 percent, aim to raise your subscription by 10 percent of 
the dollar amount previously given.  This is a plan that seems to give a manageable goal to congregations 
and has been emphasized for several years now. 
 CMO’s Still Needed: 
 I do not yet have congregational statistics for 2008.  The cutoff date for the synod receiving 
the 2007 offerings was January 9.  Any CMO offering received after that date is credited to 2008.  
The local MCG representative receives an update each quarter on your congregation’s CMO amount.  In 
many cases this mail just goes to the church address.  A list of those congregations still needing to 
submit their CMO is on the back of this sheet.  It doesn’t take but maybe two minutes to fill out the 
form on the website listed, and if I say it’s simple, you know it has to be simple to do. 
 Endowment Fund: 
 The MCG is also encouraging and asking each congregation to consider an endowment or planned 
giving committee as part of good financial planning.  Some of the congregations in our district have 
already set such a committee in action with a proposed goal in mind.  Our synod has established an 
endowment fund and they are seeking 300 million by the year 2018.  The last report I had showed there 
was already 3.5 million in current gifts and 33.1 million in deferred gifts, but I believe my figures are a 
couple of months old.  What a wonderful start to this endowment fund.  Please give this consideration in 
your congregation.  For more information you can contact me or perhaps a congregation close to you that 
has already done some work in this area.   
 May your service to the Lord always be joyful as we have the privilege of not only proclaiming his 
grace, but holding that grace in our hearts and lives. 
 
 Pastor Philip Schwerin, district MCG chairman 


