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“[My servant] will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.  A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or 
be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope” (Isaiah 42). 
 

I told my four-year-old daughter, “Would you please ask Mom where my phone is.”  With an almost 
inaudible, “Okay,” she politely turned, took half a step forward, stopped, and said at the top of her voice, 
“Mom!  Where’s Daddy’s phone!” 
 

We know for a fact that our Lord raised his voice.  It wasn’t with a whisper that the words, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lama sabachthani,” escaped his lips.  Although his voice could—and did at times—gust like the wind, 
his very mission was defined by the gentle, cool words of the gospel. 
 

When it comes to the mission of planting the gospel, I’m not much different than my daughter.  The 
Lord says, “Go,” so I turn, move half a step forward, plant my feet, and say, “The Lord says, ‘Come!’”  
That’s hot air.  But, we are forgiven!   
 

The same Holy Spirit who came with the sound of a rushing wind on Pentecost and didn’t blow the 
apostles over—weak blades of grass that they were—doesn’t blow us over either.  The resurrected 
Lord breathed on the disciples and said, “Peace be with you,” and he didn’t extinguish the faith of his 
followers—dim though it was—and he doesn’t snuff us out either.  Instead, he established justice when 
he hung on the cross, extinguished his own light, broke his own body, breathed his last, and then… 
breathed again on Easter morning.   
 

That’s what we put our hope in.  The islands will too.  The work of the District Mission Board is to say, 
“If I wanted to shout, I could have done that myself.  Now, would you please just go and tell them?” 
 
 
 
Station Reports 

 
1) Victory of the Lamb – Katy, Texas.  Pastor Nathan Buege.  The building project is coming 

along nicely.  While they wait, they are meeting in a grade school gymnasium.  They anticipate 
a March/April move-in and a May/June dedication. 

 
2) Abiding Savior – Killeen, Texas.  Vacant.  Pastors Kurt Schaezer and Jerome McWaters 

have returned the call to serve at Abiding Savior.  Currently Pastor Mark Luetzow is holding the 
call.  Abiding Savior is just beginning the construction of their facilities.  The Builders for Christ 
are on-site a preparing for the project. 

 
3) Christ the Rock – Round Rock, Texas.  Pastor Matthew Doebler.  The congregation 

continues to work very well organizing and carrying out ministry in small groups.  On Sunday 
mornings, they are meeting in facilities that they rent from a non-profit Texas historical 
organization (Old Settlers). 

 



District Mission Activity 
1) Alief, Texas - Hispanic Outreach.  Pastor Larry Schlomer (Christ the Lord – Houston, Texas) 
2) Eastland, Texas - Preaching Station.  Pastor Nathan Bourman (Abiding Faith – Fort Worth, TX) 
3) Waco, Texas - Preaching Station.  Pastor John Koester (Trinity – Temple, Texas) 

 
 

Board for Home Missions 
1) In December 2007, a call was extended to Pastor Steve Wilkens to be the Mission Counselor to 

the Pacific Northwest, Arizona/California, and South Central Districts.  Also, approximately 
$250,000 was designated for new ministries and over $100,000 in congregational outreach 
grants.  Two congregations from the South Central District received outreach grants: 

a) Beautiful Savior – College Station, Texas.  “Easter in the Park” outreach event. 
b) Victory of the Lamb – Katy, Texas.  Prospect follow-up project. 
 

2) The April 2008, an additional $250,000 will be designated for new ministries.  The Vicars in 
Mission Settings requests will also be prioritized at this meeting for assignment day. 

 

Note: New ministry requests and vicar in mission setting requests are due to the District Mission 
Board by March 2, 2007.  Please send them via email to CalebSchoeneck@gmail.com .  The 
cost for the 2008-2009 vicar year is $34,200. 

 
 

Lutheran Women’s Mission Society 
1) Capital Circuit: Saturday, March 1, 2008 at Shepherd of the Hills—Fredericksberg, TX. 
2) Gulf Coast Circuit: Saturday, March 8, 2008 at Victory of the Lamb—Katy, TX. 
3) Red River Circuit: Date and Place? 

 
 
Miscellaneous 

1) Summer vicar program 
2) WELS Campus Ministry Rally – May 2008 

 
 

Thoughts to hold before the Lord in prayer 
Victory of the Lamb – that the congregation would maintain contact with and follow-up on the prospects 
whom they will meet as they begin worshiping in their new facility.  That no one would slip through the 
cracks.  Let the church family be known for their welcoming ways, warm personality, and words of truth. 
 

Abiding Savior – that the Lord would provide them with a resident pastor soon.  That together they 
would take the keys of the new church and drive it.  That all would be kept safe during the building 
project.  That the congregation would grow in leadership. 
 

Christ the Rock – that God would continue to give strength to those who sever—especially those who 
volunteer.  That a door would open to provide a long-term place for the congregation to call home.  That 
the desire to reach out to the lost would cascade from one new member to the next.  
 

Christ the Lord – that the community would be a ripe harvest field for Hispanic ministry.  That the 
congregation would be able to multiply into two ministries with one heart.  That a new location would be 
secured and plans for the future would become clear. 
 

Eastland and Waco Preaching Stations – that Jesus would give courage and comfort to the core group 
members and add to their numbers so that they might be able to take their ministries to the next step  
 

Mission Board – that God would give wisdom to the three pastors on the mission board who have a 
combined total of 21 years parish ministry experience.  That God would keep their congregations strong 
while serving others.  That God would give time and energy to the laymen on the mission board. 


