
Minutes of the 

2007 Fall Pastoral Study Conference 

Mount Olive Ev. Lutheran Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

October 15th and 16th, 2007 

Monday, October 15th 

At 10:00 am, our conference opened with a service of Word and Sacrament. Host Pastor, Dan Voigt, led us in 

worship and Pastor Andy Schroer (Redeemer, Edna) preached on Revelation 21:10-22. In spite of all the obstacles we 

face here in this life, how refreshing it is to focus on our eternal life to come in Jerusalem the Golden! Praise be 

to our Savior for making it ours as a free gift! 

After a short break, our conference chairman, Pastor Bill Gabb (Atonement, Plano) called the conference to order. 

The roll was called and excuses were noted. The following were in attendance (the numbers include a few late 

arrivals): 38 pastors; 2 vicars; 1 staff minister; 1 pastor emeritus. A motion was passed to enthusiastically receive 

John Mahnke as a member of the conference, having retired to the Round Rock area. An attendance sheet is 

attached to the official copy of the minutes. 

South Central District President, Pastor Vilas Glaeske (Grace, Scroggins), delivered the first part of his report. He 

encouraged us to begin the planned WELS Year of Jubilee Celebration (elimination of synodical debt) already this 

year, after Thanksgiving if possible. (See report item #11.) 

As it was noon, the chairman announced that the report would continue after lunch. 

The agenda had been distributed in advance and was adopted at this time. 

Pastor Schroer led us in prayer, and we recessed for lunch. 

Pastor Jon Semro (Prince of Peace, Houston) opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Revelation 21:23-27. He 

focused us on the Light of heaven, our Savior himself. 

Sally Valleskey reported briefly on LWMS and the various materials and project funds available. Two redesigned 

brochures were distributed, and she referred us to the LWMS web site for all sorts of useful information. 

Pastor Glaeske concluded his report. Quite a bit of discussion followed - especially regarding the Jubilee 

Celebration - and we thanked Vilas for his faithful service on our behalf. 

Pastor Don Patterson (Holy Word, Austin) briefly updated us on behalf of Mr. Robert Timmeran, our SC rep, who was 

unable to attend this conference. Robert encourages us to do all our giving out of love and thanks to our Savior. 

He’s very encouraged by his preliminary meetings with the new synodical leadership.  

Pastor Steve Valleskey (Abiding Word, Houston) distributed field updates (the most recent updates are available online) 

and delivered the Board for World Missions report. The board has been reduced from 15 to 5 members. He 

expressed thanks that budget dollars were restored to the world missions budget by this summer’s convention. 

Even though some cutbacks have been made in individual fields, positive results can be seen. New opportunities 

and open doors for the spread of the gospel continue to abound. Some discussion followed and we thanked 

Steve for his work. 



Pastor Roger Zehms (Risen Savior, Austin) delivered the District Mission Board report, giving updates on our district’s 

various mission fields and other possible opportunities. We thanked Roger for his work. 

After a 15 minute break, Pastor Brian Doebler (Immanuel, Fort Worth) presented his essay: “Colossians: Christ Is All-

Sufficient (with a brief look at modern gnostism).” Discussion followed and we thanked Brian for his work. 

After another break, Pastor Matt Doebler (Christ the Rock, Round Rock) presented his essay: “Raising the Hearts of God’s 

People toward Outreach.” Discussion followed and we thanked Matt for his work. 

Pastor J. Semro led us in prayer and we recessed for the evening (6:15 pm). 

Tuesday, October 16th 

We reconvened at 9:00 am on Tuesday, and Pastor Tim Soukup (Our Savior, San Antonio) opened our session with a 

devotion on Revelation 22:1-5. Two thoughts: Heaven’s home is better than Eden’s best. The curse of sin is 

replaced by the commendation of Christ himself. 

Pastor John Koelpin (Calvary, Dallas) presented his essay: “Exegesis of Psalm 150 – Ways of Praising God.” Discussion 

followed and we thanked John for his work. 

After a 15 minute break, Pastor Don Patterson (Holy Word, Austin) presented his essay: “Wauwatosa Theology and Its 

Impact on Pastoral Study, Preaching and Teaching.” Discussion took place within the paper, and we thanked Don 

for his work. 

At noon, Pastor Soukup led is in prayer, and we recessed for lunch. 

Pastor Caleb Schoeneck (Beautiful Savior, College Station) opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Revelation 19:6-

10. The Church rejoices in her marriage to the Lamb! 

Pastor Dan Voigt (Mount Olive, Tulsa) presented his essay: “The Sacramental Practices of the Early Christian Church.” 

Discussion followed and we thanked Dan for his work. 

Pastor Nate Buege (Victory of the Lamb, Katy) was given the floor to discuss the possibility of a joint pastor-teacher-family 

conference for next fall. A rough-draft agenda was distributed, which included the rationale for such a 

conference. Discussion took place, and a motion was passed that a proposal be brought to our January PTD 

Conference in San Antonio. He also made brief announcements regarding a post-PTD fellowship opportunity in 

January and the upcoming marriage retreat next month. 

An offering in the amount of $600 was gathered at our opening worship service. Seminary Professor John Brug 

concluded his summary of this summer’s synod convention with these words: “I would encourage all pastor and 

teacher conferences this fall to have a special offering greater in amount than the typical conference offering in 

which conferences are informed ahead of time and our called workers are encouraged to make a substantial 

special gift in support of the 2008-2009 budget and that they accompany the offering with a letter of support 

and encouragement to the new president and special commission.” It was moved and passed to support that 

encouragement and designate the offering from this conference accordingly. We direct the treasurer of Mount 

Olive Congregation to send a check on our behalf along with our cover letter. 

The Essay Committee [Pastor Nate Buege and Mr. Chad White (Holy Word, Austin)] recommended the following slate 

of papers for next fall’s conference: 

• Small Group Youth Ministry (Caleb Schoeneck) 

• How to Communicate the Doctrine of Fellowship (Mark Bitter) 

• Exegesis of Ezekiel 37:24-28 (Jim Krause) 

• Practical Ideas of How to Balance Professional and Personal Time (Phil Kieselhorst) 



After discussion, those were all approved. 

Pastor Nate Bourman, on behalf of Abiding Faith, Fort Worth, Texas, extends an invitation to host next year’s fall 

study conference. The dates are October 20-21, 2008. 

We extend our thanks to the following: 

• Pastor Voigt and the members of Mount Olive, for hosting us; 

• Pastor Koelpin, for preparing our worship materials; 

• Our worship leaders, for sharing God’s Word with us; 

• Our organists / keyboardists for edifying our worship; 

• Our reporters and essayists, for their faithful work; 

The secretary read the minutes and they were approved. 

A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 2:45 pm. 

Pastor Vilas Glaeske closed our conference with a devotion on Revelation 21:1-6. The Church anticipates the 

eternal embrace of her Savior. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pastor Mike Gehl, South Central Conference Secretary 

* * * * * 

Addendum 1: Upcoming South Central Conferences 

• January 24-25, 2008 @ Our Savior, San Antonio, TX (PTD) 

• April 21-22, 2008 @ Trinity, Mountain Home, AR 

* * * * * 

Addendum 2: Upcoming Conference Papers 

• 01/08 - Buege: How Did We Get Our Canon? 

• 01/08 - Henrickson: Church Governance in America 

• 01/08 - Schroer: The Sermon: Preaching or Teaching? 

• 01/08 - Strackbein: What are Roman Catholics Hearing from the Pulpit? 

• 04/08 - Deutschlander: Lutheran Preaching (5 sessions) 


