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God’s grace moves!  Melody took Haley, a non-Christian teenager, under her 
wing.  Haley became a Christian and was confirmed.  Haley got married to Lewis, a 
non-Christian.  Haley continually lived and shared Christ in their home.  Lewis 
eventually trusted Christ and was baptized.  After that, Haley and Lewis worked on 
Todd, Haley’s brother.  He was very resistant at first, but Christ brought him around, too.  
He was baptized and immediately began sharing his faith with Michael.  After much 
wrestling, Jesus grabbed hold of Michael’s heart as well.  Michael immediately began 
working on his brother Johnnie and Johnnie’s wife, Maribel.  Soon, they visited a 
Worship Gathering, jumped into a Basic Bible small group, and were saved by Christ.  
Since that time, Johnnie and Maribel have been sharing the joy of Christ with people at 
work, knowing that God is working through them to bring hope to hopeless people.  
Someday soon, yet another one will undoubtedly be carried to Christ.  Melody to Haley 
to Lewis to Todd to Michael to Johnnie and Maribel.  God be praised for his Amazing 
Grace!    

I can’t help but think of Andrew who brought Peter to Jesus, or Philip who 
brought Nathaniel with those simple words, “Come and see,” or the Samaritan woman 
who told everyone she met, “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did.  
Could this be the Christ?”  Come and see the Messiah.  Come and see what he has 
done for me.  Come and see the true hope he offers in the gospel.  Many years later, 
Peter would write, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have.” (1 Peter 3:15)  The New Testament 
exhortations to reach out and examples of outreach most often speak of individuals 
sharing the message of Christ with individuals like Andrew did for Peter.  Even much of 
what missionary Paul did was teaching, discussing, and sharing with individuals or small 
groups in markets, lecture halls, and homes.   

It seems like such a simple plan:  Christians sharing their faith with others.  And 
yet, it is so difficult in practice.  For many, outreach has become a necessary evil of 
following Christ that they try to ignore altogether or that constantly fills them with guilt 
because they know they should be doing more.  I think of a scene in the movie, 
Ratatouille.  Remy is a unique rat who appreciates fine cuisine.  His father, brothers, 
and all the rest of the rats are typical rats:  they eat anything.  Remy catches his brother 
Emile eating a big blob of grey trash.  He asks him, “What are you eating?”  Emile 
responds, “I don’t really know, but if you can muscle your way past the gag reflex, it isn’t 
too bad.”  Sometimes, that seems to be our attitude toward outreach.  We don’t see it as 
a joy and privilege but something which we must gag our way through.   

As a response, many church leaders attempt to renew outreach zeal through all 
sorts of backwards methods.  Some try to “law” God’s people into outreach by treating it 
as a duty more than a privilege.  “I’m expecting everyone to bring a friend.”  Some force 
attractional programs to carry the outreach load in a congregation.  That’s not to say 
that Vacation Bible School and harvest parties are bad, unless fear or frustration has led 
us to use them in the place of encouraging God’s people to share their faith.  Others call 
staff, not to encourage outreach among God’s people or facilitate opportunities for them 
to practice it together, but to do it for everyone.  Others place the “burden” of outreach 
on styles of worship or rockin’ youth programs, good locations and or fancy signage with 
pithy sayings that are about as understandable to non-churched people as the TX law 
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code in Swahili.  “Fight Truth Decay!” and “God answers knee mail.”  Still others place 
the “burden” of outreach on a building.  “Build it and they will come.”  They argue:  “No 
one will come to a library for ‘church’.”  Heaven knows how the Christian Church ever 
survived those catacombs with their poor lighting, bad acoustics, and, oh yes, creepy 
skeletons.  Others rely on pulling in disenfranchised Church folk.  “We’ve got a better 
youth program or a hipper band.”  And, while we want to be a haven for those fleeing 
the sad demise of the liberal churches, that doesn’t make a good outreach strategy for 
the lost.  Others rely on marketing, whether they have the goods or not:  a constant, 
expensive stream of postcards and flyers inundate the neighborhoods around them.  
Others rely on sales tactics.  One wonders if it’s such a good idea, in many places, to 
knock on doors and threaten people with “if you were to die tonight…” in an age of 
terrorism and fear.  One wonders if, in many places, spiritual surveys seem a little too 
much like door to door salesmen.  One wonders if some outreach events have people 
wondering “what’s the catch?”   

While the list of books on outreach programs like these is nearly endless, the 
reality is that there isn’t some magical outreach program that’s going to replace 
personal outreach or raise the hearts of God’s people toward outreach.  The key to that 
is the exalted status and assignment given to God’s people in the gospel!   

 

Exalted status! 

The Jews of Judah who lived during Isaiah’s ministry faced some cataclysmic 
times.  Israel was in steep decline.  The Assyrian empire was expanding.  Its march was 
relentless; its rule was ruthless.  In 722 B.C. it swept Israel away like dust.  In 701 B.C. 
Sennacherib threatened Jerusalem itself.  And amidst all of this, Isaiah prophesied that 
another fierce kingdom would rise in Babylon to bring swift destruction on the ungodly.   

And yet, in the midst of this growing nightmare, Isaiah, the great evangelist of the 
Old Testament, prophesied repeatedly about the One who would rise up from the stump 
of Jesse, who would be a child and yet everlasting God, who would be punished for our 
iniquities, who would rise to life and bring hope to the nations, who would eventually 
create a New Heavens and a New Earth.  I just try to imagine how the fearful and 
haggard people responded to such glowing promises.   

Even more, I wonder what they thought of Isaiah’s prophesies about their exalted 
status “in those days” of the Messiah.  What did they make of Isaiah 60:1-6? 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.  
See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the 
LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will come to your 
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look about 
you:  All assemble and come to you; your sons come from afar, and your 
daughters are carried on the arm.  Then you will look and be radiant, your heart 
will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to 
you the riches of the nations will come.  Herds of camels will cover your land, 
young camels of Midian and Ephah.  And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold 
and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.  
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It’s clear from the end of chapter 59 that God is referring to the Church (Zion) here.  In 
his commentary on Isaiah II, Pieper holds that these verses are spoken of Christ 
together with His Church.1  In other words, God was talking about His Messiah and His 
People as if they were all kings and queens with the wealth of the nations being brought 
to them.   

 And then, in Isaiah 61:6, God paints yet another exalted picture of His followers:  
“And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God.”  
Imagine how strange that must have sounded to the Old Testament believers.  Although 
they had the promise of priesthood in Exodus 19:6, those must have seemed like days 
long gone, long before their rebellion, their idolatry, and the abominations of the 
priesthood which God had punished in the north.  The priesthood was a sacred office 
reserved only for the descendents of Aaron in the tribe of Levi.  Even among that elite 
few, only one could enter the Most Holy Place and that only once a year.   

Priests and kings!  What did they think of that?  Was there a twinge of excitement 
or fear?  Was there an uncomfortable feeling at the almost “blasphemous” thought that 
descendants of Dan or Ephraim should be called priests or the descendants of anyone 
but Judah should be treated as royalty?  God was promising to truly exalt this broken 
and “dried up” people.   

The fulfillment of those promises was, by grace, reserved for us “on whom the 
fulfillment of the ages has come.”  But I wonder.  Do we, who have received the 
promises fulfilled in Christ, who have seen him crucified and raised before us, fully 
grasp and treasure the exalted status we have before God through Christ?  Do we truly 
understand how high God has raised us through Christ?  In Ephesians 1, Paul tries 
mightily to help us to see it.  Interestingly enough, in his brief commentary on 
Ephesians, Professor J.P. Koehler draws a parallel between the lofty poetry and 
worship of Isaiah II and Ephesians 1 where the imprisoned Paul is carried beyond the 
agony of his imprisonment to a poetic burst of praise for how much God treasures his 
people and has exalted them.   

 In verses 4 and 5, Paul tells us that God chose us in eternity to be adopted into 
his family.  I have two adopted sisters who came in almost perfect health, and I have 
always marveled at those parents who adopt a mentally or physically challenged child.  
When the social worker says, “She has cerebral palsy” or “He will need major heart 
surgery throughout his life,” and the parents say, “We’ll take them,” that is amazing love.  
Or when parents adopt a troubled teen, knowing full well what destruction he is capable 
of doing, that’s amazing love.  And then I consider what Paul is saying here.  In eternity, 
God had the full list of our faults, our pride and despair, our pet sins and personality 
“quirks,” and it says, “He chose us in Jesus,” and he “predestined us to be his sons.”  
The form for “adopted as sons”, taken from υυυυἱἱἱἱόςόςόςός, emphasizes our status.  We aren’t 
house slaves or neighborhood kids.  We aren’t unwelcome step-children.  We are his 
true Sons and Daughters, beloved children, and heirs of everything that is his.  In fact, 
Romans 8:17 adds, “Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-
heirs with Christ.”  Co-heirs!  Everything that is Christ’s is and will also be ours in 
heaven.  That makes us kings and princes!  In fact, Revelation begins and ends not only 

                                                 
1
 Isaiah II.  Pieper, August.  Northwestern Publishing House.  Milwaukee, WI.  1979, p. 570-575 
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with the reign of Christ but also the royal status of his followers.  1:6, “[He] has made us 
to be a kingdom,” and 22:5, “And they will reign forever and ever.”  In chapter 2 of 
Ephesians Paul reiterates the exalted status of this royal sonship with that amazing 
phrase, that “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus!”  (2:6)  Luther speaks of this exalted status in his Treatise 
Concerning Christian Liberty:   

First, as regards kingship, every Christian is by faith so exalted above all things 
that, in spiritual power, he is completely lord of all things, so that nothing 
whatever can do him any hurt; yea, all things are subject to him, and are 
compelled to be subservient to his salvation. Thus Paul says, “All things work 
together for good to them who are the called” (Rom 8:28), and also, “Whether 
life, or death, or things present, or things to come, all are yours; and ye are 
Christ's” (1 Cor 3:22,23)…This is a spiritual power, which rules in the midst of 
enemies, and is powerful in the midst of distresses. And this is nothing else than 
that strength is made perfect in my weakness, and that I can turn all things to 
the profit of my salvation; so that even the cross and death are compelled to 
serve me and to work together for my salvation. This is a lofty and eminent 
dignity, a true and almighty dominion, a spiritual empire, in which there is 
nothing so good, nothing so bad, as not to work together for my good, if only I 
believe. And yet there is nothing of which I have need — for faith alone suffices 
for my salvation — unless that in it faith may exercise the power and empire of 
its liberty. This is the inestimable power and liberty of Christians.”2 

 Back to Ephesians 1 for a second spiritual blessing.  God chose us in spite of our 
depravity, but he didn’t leave us that way.  Verses 7 and 8 tell us that we were 
redeemed, “bought back,” for God from the slavery of sin.  And the price that was paid 
was Christ’s precious and innocent blood, shed on the cross in our place.  That was our 
cross, our thorns, our nails, and our eternal death, but it was all placed upon him.  He 
paid the hellish price and we go free.  

And I love how Paul frames this.  Our redemption wasn’t something Christ paid 
begrudgingly or under compulsion.  It was “in accordance with the riches of God’s 
Grace that He lavished on us!”  In other words, God has an endless store of grace and 
his heart is just overflowing with it when it comes to you; he just can’t keep it in.  He 
can’t help himself.   It’s like a good BBQ party when the cook isn’t satisfied until your 
Styrofoam plate is cracking in half under the weight of juicy brisket.  He just keeps 
studying the plate like a scientist, trying to figure out how he can fit more on the top.  
God didn’t just forgive a certain amount of sin in your life and leave the rest up to you 
(Catholicism).  He didn’t give you a grace loan that you have to pay him back 
(Mormonism).  He didn’t forgive you on the condition that you show yourself worthy of it.  
(JW’s)  He simply forgave even though He knows that we will sometimes take 
advantage of it and won’t often appreciate it.  He lavished it on us!  We see that in the 
Holy Supper when he says, “Take and eat; this IS my true body and blood, given for 
YOU.”  How could two such simple, monosyllabic words (“is” and “you”) have become 
so beautiful?  This IS Jesus’ own body, the very body broken on the tree, not just for the 
world, but for YOU.   

                                                 
2
 (from Luther: Treatise Concerning Christian Liberty, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database 

Copyright © 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)   
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 The picture of redemption has an added beauty from the Old Testament through 
the kinsman redeemer.  I immediately think of Boaz who was not required by law to be 
the kinsman redeemer for the foreigner Ruth.  And yet, he chose to be her redeemer, to 
pay the price necessary, and to wed himself to her even though she had little to offer 
him.  Jesus also chose to be our Redeemer, to pay the price necessary, and to wed 
himself to us even though we had nothing to offer him.  Ephesians 5 pictures it so 
powerfully, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the 
word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish, but holy and blameless.” (5:25-27)  To think that Christ turned us 
“Gomers” into his bride and made us appear holy and blameless, beautiful, to the holy  
God in fulfillment of Isaiah’s amazing prophesy, “As a bridegroom rejoices over his 
bride, so will your God rejoice over you.” (Isaiah 62:5)  Luther speaks of this truth in the 
most glowing terms in his Treatise Concerning Christian Liberty:  

Who then can value highly enough these royal nuptials? Who can comprehend 
the riches of the glory of this grace? Christ, that rich and pious Husband, takes 
as a wife a needy and impious harlot, redeeming her from all her evils and 
supplying her with all His good things. It is impossible now that her sins should 
destroy her, since they have been laid upon Christ and swallowed up in Him, 
and since she has in her Husband Christ a righteousness which she may claim 
as her own, and which she can set up with confidence against all her sins, 
against death and hell, saying, "If I have sinned, my Christ, in whom I believe, 
has not sinned; all mine is His, and all His is mine," as it is written, "My beloved 
is mine, and I am His" (Song 2:16). This is what Paul says: "Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ," victory over sin and 
death, as he says, "The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law" 
(1 Cor 15:56,57).3 

Praise God for His unbelievable grace! 

 Ephesians 1 offers us a third spiritual blessing.  Verse 9 says, “And he made 
known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure.”  The term “mystery” 
is used many times in NT (7 times just in Ephesians) to describe that which we human 
beings could never have discovered on our own but something which God has revealed 
to us.  Has anyone ever whispered, “Can I let you in on a little secret…” or “I’m going to 
tell you something I’ve never told anyone else”?  We feel kind of privileged that 
someone would trust us with their heart, their problems, and their dreams.  That is what 
God has done for us through the Word and Sacrament.  He has let us in on a great 
secret.  The infinite God has revealed His heart to us.   

And what is the mystery God is sharing with us?  Verse 10 explains it:  that 
everything is summed up in Jesus.  Jesus is God’s answer to everything, and 
everything centers on Jesus.  Everything in history points to him.  The Old Testament 
points ahead to him; the New Testament points back to him.  J.P Koehler summarized it 

                                                 
3
 (from Luther: Treatise Concerning Christian Liberty, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database 

Copyright © 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.) 
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with this thought:  “From eternity to eternity God has one grand thought, that is Christ, 
the Savior of sinners.” 

The pastor of one of the largest churches in the country (in Texas) says that he 
doesn’t like to talk about the cross and blood in his sermons.  As a result, you can listen 
to him talk for ten minutes and hear little about Jesus.  Instead, he chooses to give 
people a healthy diet of victory speeches and good advice like Ann Landers.  I’m afraid 
that there are going to be a lot of church people who know how to eat healthy and make 
a budget on their way to hell without Jesus.  If you don’t have Jesus, you don’t have 
anything.   

But if you have him, you have everything you need.  His death means we don’t 
have to walk around with hunched over shoulders.  His resurrection means we are 
forgiven and that we can live a new life of purpose, hope, and peace.  It means we have 
power to grow and change.  He is the secret to everything.   

And, “it was God’s good pleasure” to share this secret with us.  In the Old 
Testament, the priests handled the mysteries of God.  Only the priests were allowed to 
handle the work of the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  But now, we are welcomed 
into the Holy of Holies, into the presence of God, without fear as Hebrews 10:19-23 tells 
us, “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God 
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us 
from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.”  We are now 
God’s priests as Peter writes, “You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ.”  (1 Peter 2:5) 

 Unfortunately, we don’t have time to go into the rest of Chapter 1 as Paul talks 
the Spirit’s deposit, the rich hope that is ours through Christ, the power of Christ’s 
resurrection that is available to us, and the glorified Savior who fills all things in every 
way for the good of His Church.  But what is clear is that God’s people have an 
unbelievably exalted status before God.  And God is going out of his way to make sure 
that we never doubt it! 

 We spend a lot of time focusing on the cross and rightly so, because Jesus’ 
death means deliverance for us.  But His resurrection is the pinnacle of his work.  His 
resurrection means forgiveness, new life, salvation, and exaltation, as Paul writes, 
“Those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.”  (Romans 8:30)  
We aren’t grunts at the bottom of a fifty foot org chart.  We aren’t the nameless ensign 
in a red shirt who dies on every episode of the old Star Trek show.  We aren’t distant 
acquaintances of Christ trying to get in through his secretary to ask for a hand out.  We 
are the precious possession of God, exalted as His kings and priests, as His precious 
sons, as the Bride of Christ, and as a New Creation.  Luther writes, “Who then can 
comprehend the loftiness of that Christian dignity which, by its royal power, rules over 
all things, even over death, life, and sin, and, by its priestly glory, is all-powerful with 
God, since God does what He Himself seeks and wishes, as it is written, "He will fulfill 
the desire of them that fear Him; He also will hear their cry, and will save them"? (Ps 
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145:19).4  As John wrote in the Revelation, “To him who loves us and has freed us from 
our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God 
and Father — to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.” (Revelation 1:5,6)   

Just a couple of questions to chew on regarding our exalted status.  Are God’s 
people leaving our services marveling at the exalted status they have before Him?  
Sometimes, it seems a little difficult to lift people up to such heights in 12 to 16 minutes 
of preaching.  Paul told Timothy that one of his primary tasks was to, “devote yourself to 
the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.”  (1 Timothy 4:13)  Do we 
still give preaching and teaching the high priority that our forefathers gave it?  Do we 
free up enough time during our week so that we can dig deeper into the depths of our 
exalted status for the benefit of God’s people or has our sermon prep taken a back seat 
to busy-ness?  Are we preaching the resurrection and its implications enough?  Would 
there be benefit in taking God’s people through a series or Bible book (like 1 Peter, 
Ephesians, or portions of Isaiah II) that focuses on the exalted state of the Christian and 
his exalted assignment?  Would it be possible to evangelically raise the expectations for 
member attendance at Bible Study or Small Groups so that God’s people can really 
start to grapple with and grasp these truths?  Do our churches need to deepen before 
they can faithfully widen? 

 

Exalted assignment! 

Now, when the Holy Spirit works in God’s people a deeper understanding of what 
a marvelous status they have before God, their hearts will be raised toward outreach as 
a natural outflow.  They can’t help but telling what they have seen and heard!   

 As God’s exalted priests, this is one of our primary purposes, to carry this 
amazing message out to the world.  That’s why Paul encourages us in Romans 
12, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies 
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of 
worship.” (12:1,2).  In view of God’s mercy, His people are called to sacrifice 
their time, talent, and treasure as priests for the cause of the gospel.  But it’s 
much more than a backseat role.  It’s right up on the frontlines.  Peter writes, 
“You are a royal priesthood…that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  (1 Peter 2:9)  We are all 
commissioned to preach the gospel.  Luther wrote, “Peter gives them not only the 
right but also the command that they are to show forth the praises of God, which, 
indeed, is nothing less than to preach the Word of God.  This office, which deals in the 

Word of God, is common to all Christians.”5  Professor John Schaller wrote,  

“In this passage it has found the truth expressed that every believer, on the one 
hand, can deal with God personally, without an earthly mediator, and, on the 
other hand, that in dealing with his fellow men he is to exercise a priestly 
function….whatever could be said about the nature of an Old Testament priest’s 
responsibility now applies to every believer on earth by virtue of the fact that the 

                                                 
4
 (from Luther: Treatise Concerning Christian Liberty, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database 

Copyright © 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.) 
5
 How One Chooses Servants of the Church.  St. L., Vol. 10, pp. 1572-73, par. 39,40,40, Quoted in Pieper 



 9

Holy Ghost applies the term to him.  When Malachi 2:7 says, “For the priest’s lips 
should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law in his mouth; for he is the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts,” that now applies not to a special class in the 
time after Christ, but to each individual Christian.”6   

Whether pastors or lay people, we preach the gospel message that has exalted 
us as priests to everyone who will listen.  Professor Schaller later argued that linguistic 
usage has narrowed the concept of “preaching” down too much.  While the pastor is 
called to preach on behalf of the congregation, we are all preachers of the gospel as the 
priests of God, as witnesses “in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.”—“at home, across the street, across cultures, and together as synod 
all over the world!”   

God goes so far as to call us his ambassadors, “as though He were making his 
appeal through us!” (2 Corinthians 5:20)  I am amazed by such exalted speech!  God 
speaking through someone like me?  God speaking through my six year old to call 
people to repentance and exaltation as priests?  God could have chosen much better 
ambassadors.  The angels would have done a much better job of sharing the good 
news in Bethlehem than the shepherds.  It was bright lights and the glory of the LORD 
versus country hicks who desperately needed a bath.  But God chose shepherds.  And 
God has chosen us, “to show that the all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7)  And for Christ to say to us, “I tell you the truth, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.  Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it 
will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three come together in 
my name, there am I with them."  (Matthew 18:18-20)  That is unbelievable!  We, 
ordinary people, exalted as priests, are speaking for God, announcing forgiveness and 
deliverance to repentant sinners!  Like Christ, we have been sent “to preach good news 
to the poor…to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and 
release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor…to 
comfort all who mourn…”  (Isaiah 61:1,2)  4 verses later Isaiah prophesies what we 
heard before:  “And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers 
of our God.”  Luther adds these great thoughts:   

But just as we became Christians through this Priest and His priestly office and 
through faith have been embodied in Him, thus we also receive the right and the 
power to teach and confess the Word which we have received from 
Him…according to his own call and station.  Now Christ is the great High Priest, 
who was anointed by God and has also offered His own body for us, which is 
the highest office of a priest.  After that He prayed for us on the cross.  In 
addition to this He also proclaimed the Gospel and taught all people to know 
God and themselves.  He has given these three offices also to all of us.  For this 
reason, since He is Priest and we are His brothers, all Christians have the 
power and the command and are in duty bound to preach, to come before God, 
to bring petitions for one another and to sacrifice themselves to God.”7   

                                                 
6
 Schaller, John, “The Origin and Development of the New Testament Ministry,” WLQ, January 1981.   

7
 Sermon on 1 Peter 2:5 St. L., Vol. 9, p. 1013, emphasis mine. 
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We are God’s priests sent on an awesome mission with His mighty backing!  
How can we help but telling what we have seen and heard!   

 Attractional events like VBS, parenting classes and harvest parties, are all great 
ideas in many settings and often draw people in to hear the gospel or at least peak their 
curiosity.  But there is no attractional event that can hold a candle to God’s royal priests, 
overflowing with his gospel hope, declaring the praises of Him who called them out of 
darkness.  There is nothing like relational outreach.  And if you want that kind of 
outreach, tell God’s people who God is, what He has done for them, how He has exalted 
them, and what He calls them to.  Show them how God chose them in eternity, 
redeemed them through Christ’s death and resurrection, and how He sealed them in the 
Spirit.   

 Just a couple of questions to chew on regarding our exalted assignment.  Do we 
talk about reaching out often enough in the context of “How can we keep from sharing 
this news with the world” as a response to the gospel?  Are we encouraging people to 
use their natural connections in the neighborhood and on the job to witness and pray or 
have our people become so caught up in church programs that they are no longer in the 
world?  Are we allowing God’s priests to do more than just cheer in the stands?  Are we 
empowering them to play on the field?  Are we really treating God’s people like priests 
and equipping them for the tasks of preaching, praying, and sacrificing or are we too 
afraid that they might mess it up (and that we could do it better ourselves)?  Are we 
setting expectations of outreach for all or subtly giving the impression by our programs 
that it is just the responsibility of a few, such as an evangelism board?  Are we 
encouraging men to shepherd their homes (their mission field) as priests, leading their 
family by example, through prayers, and in the Scriptures?   

And, finally, a little musing.  If God’s people truly understood the depths of God’s 
love for them, would we be begging fewer and fewer folks for more money every year to 
keep us afloat or would we be sending missionaries out to the ends of the earth and 
planting churches all over the continent?  Would we be moaning about the coldness of 
God’s people or spending our days partnering with them in God’s Great Commission?  
Would we be entertaining a host of divergent ideas on what will “grow the church” or 
see a congregation united on mission to reach our communities?   Would there be an 
outcry when the sermon went over 20 minutes or a clamoring for more about God’s 
endless love?   

Great outreach starts with Spirit-filled people who understand how exalted they 
are before God!  May God richly bless you as you lead them with the Gospel!   

 

Rom 15:13 

 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

NIV 


