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REPORT OF THE DISTRICT PRESIDENT 
Mt. Olive, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

15 October 2007 
 
 
And God said and there was. Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth.”  Young man, I say to 

you arise. 

 
The references could go on. The point is that the power is in the Word. We might even 
say the power is the Word!  The Word of God makes some staggering promises to us. To 
take God at His Word is to live in those promises. Could I plead with all of you to live in 
the promises God has given you!  God is always with you. God will make all things serve 
for your good. God will most certainly bless your Gospel ministry. God will finally bring 
you to your heavenly home. 
 
I am on my way home from the October meeting of the Conference of Presidents.  I 
would describe the atmosphere at the SAB as being positive and optimistic in all aspects 
of the ministry of the WELS. Reports such as a congregation that contributed over 40 
thousand dollars for debt retirement and the congregation that borrowed a sum of money 
from the bank and forwarded it to the synod for debt retirement were typical of support 
coming from around the synod. Mr. Poppe, speaking about the up-turn in offers, made the 
remark that prior to the convention people seemed to have been holding back but now are 
relieved and releasing funds for the synod’s ministry. What a refreshing breath of air. 
 

1. Vacancies: 
Synod – 28 parishes 

- 12 others for pastorally trained men 
SCD    -   1 parish – Abiding Faith at Killeen 

  
 Calls:   Pastor Kurt Schaser has received the divine call to Abiding Faith 
  Brother Joel Sauer is holding the divine call to Granada 
  Brother Chris Goelzer is holding the divine call to Grace, Charlotte, NC 

Note:   Pastor Ken Brokmeier has received the divine call to be the new President  
            of Luther Prep School. 

 
2. Synod Finances: 

Congregational Mission Offerings for the calendar year; 
January through August 2007 - $ 13,948,086   3.5% increase 
January through August 2006 - $ 13,482,693 
 
Walking Together Offerings; 
2007 Walking Together Appeal - $ 845,072 (541 congregations, 919 
individuals/organizations) 
2006 Walking Together Appeal - $ 548,191 (627 congregations, 979 
individuals/organizations) 
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Endowments:  06                  07                    Totals              Deferred 
WELS Med     707,183.06    892,143.76    1,599,326.82     7,461,933.00 
MLC                602,474.24    297,895.61       900,369.85     3,581,676.05 
MLS                   10,145.17     67,060.00          77,205.17         33,100.00 
WLS                 108,071.80   200,850.21        308,922.01     4,420,427.05 
LPS                    97,628.75     59,000.00        156,628.75        415,000.00 
WELS Mission 522,304.74   180,456,15        702,760.89     6,121,224.50 
Home M.is.         92,586.32     10,844.50          103,428.8     5,942,927.05 
World Mis.        279,090.91   234,236.38     3,400,427.05         15,755.63 
Totals             2,419,482.99  1,503,840.79    4,361,969.58   31,376,714.70 
 
Schwan Foundation Grants: 
 04-05   $7,975,000 
 05-06   $9,162,000 
 06-07   $8,200,000 

  
3. Forward In Christ 

There will be rate increase. $16 per year for an individual subscription (up from 
$14) 
Two year subscription will be $29; Bundle subscription is $9. The reason for the 
increase is largely due to the increase in postage.  
Upcoming offerings include the following on this approximate timetable: 
a. Lord’s Supper (J. Braun) Nov and Dec 07 
b. End Times (W. Mueller) Jan and Feb 08 
c. Spirits and Angels (J. Schuetze) March and April 08 
d. Law – third use of he law (W. Laitinen) May June 08 
e. Church (J. Korthals) either July & August or Sept. & Oct 
f. Ministry – Public Ministry (M. Woldt). 
g. Earle Treptow will convert his convention paper into a four part series 

beginning in January. 
Suggestions for articles on theological issues are appreciated by Pastor Braun. 

 
4. Q & A changes 

Synodical questions (when the author identifies himself) will be addressed by 
President Schroeder over his signature in a private response. 
Doctrinal questions will be addressed by the WLS faculty. 

 
5. CICR meeting with ELS Doctrine Committee 

Some confusion has arisen over a document from the ELS which was submitted 
for review by WELS (Conference of Presidents). The document dealt with the 
ministry and the issue of women administering communion to women. Our COP 
reviewed it and returned it to President Moldstad. In the meeting between the 
CICR and the ELS the document was presented as coming from the COP. 
President Moldstad will easily be able to clear this up. (It was written by joint 
communication between President Moldstad and President Gurgel.) 
  



 3

 
 
 
6. Colloquy Recommended 

Our District Praesidium met with Dr. Paul Johnston and has recommended him 
for colloquy in preparation for entry into the ministerium of the WELS. The 
request for colloquy was lost in the transition from one president to another. I will 
renew this request once I return home and President Schroeder will appoint a 
committee to conduct this examination. 
 

7. Great Commission Document 
The COP will give attention to this document at its January meeting and 
subsequent to that conferences and circuits are also encouraged to study and 
discuss the document. The document can be found on the Web under “convention 
documents.” 
While talking about documents forwarded for study – whatever happened to the 
documents on fellowship forwarded to the essay committee to be considered for 
study in our conferences? 
 

8. Moving Subsidy Rate 
The current moving subsidy rate is $50.40.  The new rate as of January 1 will be 
$53.00. 
I would encourage our congregations to pay as much as they are able when 
moving a called worker because the financial crunch depleted the money in this 
fund.  

 
9. CMO pledges for the coming year are averaging 8.5%.  However, only 45 pledges 

have been received at this time. If your congregation already increased her pledge 
in June or July, you will have to inform Joyce Tucek (MCG office) of that 
increase again so that it can be recorded. 

 
10. Together 

Copies of this publication can be made and distributed to those who do not 
receive email. I would suggest that you encourage your members to submit their 
e-mail addresses to the Together office so that they can get the mail directly.  

 
11. Debt elimination offering plan – “WELS Year of Jubilee Offering” 

a. The official theme of the debt elimination campaign shall be “The WELS Year  
    of Jubilee Offering.” 
b. The 2008 Walking Together campaign shall be conducted between January   
    2008 and the end of May 2008 (Prior to District Conventions) so that full    
    attention can be given to WYJO. 
c. The October 2008 Endowment Campaign is not to receive prime emphasis. 
d. The official opening of the offering begins with the dates of the 2008  
     conventions in the individual districts and ends in connection with the 
     synodical convention in 2009. 
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e. Gifts may also be given at any time by going to the WELS website and clicking  
    on the button specific to the WELS Year of Jubilee. 
f. All expenses for the campaign will be paid out of the MCG budget. 
h. District presidents are permitted to start early but the synod will only cover the   
    cost of one letter being mailed out from President Schroeder. 
 Reasons for holding the debt retirement drive next year: 

• Not to interfere with the 2008 CMO 

• All the synod can work together on the offering 

• MCG needs time to put materials together 

• Synod-wide publicity 

• Gives time for organizing in larger districts 

• Nov – Dec is the best time for giving 
 

12. MLC Chapel 
A preliminary plan for the MLC chapel has been submitted. The cost 0f 
$7,169,410 is expected to stay within the money that has been specifically given 
for this purpose -7.2m. 
The SC needs to approve the release of this restricted fund before the project can 
move forward. If everything moves along as planned the building will be 
completed by the summer of 2009. 

 
13. VEBA 

The claims office will move to Indianapolis  
Medco will remain the prescription drug service 

 4,604 members – 11,198 total insured (down 54) 
 Premium rates should decrease a bit for most folks 
 
14. Pension 

Money has been moved to a hedge fund fixed at 6% 
Disability – increases.  This has been moved to SunLife – fixed rate for 3 years 

 
15. Debt consolidation 

Mr. Poppe has proposed, and the SC will decide at the end of the month, to 
consolidate all the different debts into one lump sum. The COP concurred. 

 
16. Parish Assistance 

Congregations using this service of the synod are to inform the CP of such use. 
Congregations using services outside of the WELS are to report this as well. 

 
17. The COP elected yours truly to represent the COP on the Ad Hoc Committee   
      chaired by Pastor Voss. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Vilas R. Glaeske, 
President 


