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Colossians: Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient 

With a Brief Look at Modern Gnosticism 

Brian Doebler  South Central District Pastors’ Conference  October 2007 

Author: The apostle Paul 

Date of letter: Paul wrote the letter to the Colossians around 62 A.D. during his first 

imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28).  The letters to Philemon and Ephesus were written and 

delivered at the same time by Tychicus. (Paul also sends Onesimus back to his master.) 

Occasion: Response to “Pastor” Epaphras who told him the problems in the church at Colosse.  

Paul writes versus “Colossian Heresy.” 

Background Information:  Paul had never visited the Colossians.  This is the only letter other 

than Romans written by Paul to a church where he had not worked. 

Colosse is in Asia Minor east of Ephesus 100 miles.  It had been a large and important city, but 

by now had been reduced to nothing more than an insignificant town because the Roman road 

system had bypassed it.  It would soon be destroyed by an earthquake.  

Colossians...................................................................................... Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient 

“When Web Worms Attack”
1
 

Colosse as a city was barely hanging on.
2
  We also see this in the little church in Colosse.

3
  It 

was under attack.  A co-worker of Paul, named Epaphras, had carried the ministry and mission 

activity of Ephesus to the streets of Colosse and a congregation was born, thriving and bearing 

fruit.   

                                                 
1 We have this tree in our backyard.  This spring, our first one here, it produced some sort of blackberry looking 
fruit.  I even ate some.  It tasted alright.  Then early in summer, this fruit-bearing tree was covered, very covered, 
with some disgusting webs on the branches filled with (and this is news to me) web worms.  Very disgusting.  
What do you do?  Isn’t that a picture of the church?  It’s there; it produces fruit.  But this side of heaven, this side 
of glory, it’s under attack.  Like dealing with web worms in a fruit tree, when the church faces such challenges, 
what do you do?  We’re not the first church or church body ever to face hell’s attacks.  As we read through the 
book of Colossians we want to look at the church in Colosse.  We want to see their struggles, the adversity in 
their congregation, their web worms and also their fruits of faith and apply them to our lives and apply them to 
our congregations.   

2 Colosse was located in the middle of Asia Minor, modern-day Turkey.  It had been a thriving city at one point; 
everything went through Colosse.  But by the time when Paul writes this letter, it was little more than a dying 
town.  The then-modern interstate highway had bypassed Colosse, leaving it with little social or economic 
importance.  Its neighboring cities had grown in importance.   

3 The apostle Paul had likely never done any ministry there.  At best he rode through town on his way through 
Asia Minor.  For three years, however, Paul had spent time building a ministry in Ephesus 100 miles east of 
Colosse.  During his time there Luke tells us in Acts that “the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in 
power.”   
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Then came the web worms.  Maybe 5 years after its strong start, false teachers attacked.  “Sure,” 

they said, “this gospel that Paul and Epaphras teach is a good start, but there’s more, there’s true 

knowledge that saves.”  It was a mix of threats. 

 

The church was under attack.  Long story short, things were so bad that Pastor Epaphras went on 

a 1300-mile journey, mostly on foot, to seek out the aid and counsel of the Apostle Paul while he 

was in chains under house arrest in Rome.
4
  They were under attack.  What do you do? 

It’s back to the Word.  It’s back to the gospel.  The Colossians’ issues had to do with the 

question: Is Jesus Christ enough or do we need something more?  The false teachers responded 

unequivocally, “We need more!”  Paul in truth responds in the letter to the Colossians, “Jesus 

Christ is All-Sufficient.”  That’s our theme for this paper: “Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient” in 

every way:  In our salvation, in our forgiveness, in our Christian living and on and on. That’s the 

fruit-bearing gospel. 

We’ll also briefly examine modern Gnosticism and see Paul’s approach as he deals with it. 

                                                 
4 That would be like me walking from here to Milwaukee, WI (really beyond) to ask WELS’ President Schroeder 
to help us address some situations going on at Immanuel in Fort Worth, TX!   

The “Colossian Heresy” 
 

�  There’s something more 

�  Judaism 

�  Pagan Philosophies and idolatry 

�  Gnosticism:  πλήρωμαπλήρωμαπλήρωμαπλήρωμα, , , , τέλειοςτέλειοςτέλειοςτέλειος, , , , γνγνγνγνῶῶῶῶσιςσιςσιςσις    
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Colossians 1:1-8 ................. Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for the Gospel that Must Bear Fruit 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the holy 

and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 3 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 

because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the 

saints-- 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven 

and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to 

you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing 

among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth. 7 You 

learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on 

our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

Is the Jesus Christ enough?  Is the gospel enough?  Or, do we need more?  The gospel always 

bears fruit and that’s an understatement.  Paul establishes this from the start.  Paul addresses this 

congregation at Colosse facing enormous problems with these words:  “To the holy and faithful 

brothers in Christ at Colosse: Grace and peace to you from God our Father.”  No sweeter 

gospel words exist for the sinner to hear!  “You are holy and faithful in Christ.”  Why would we 

need more?   

It’s as simple as that.  Press anyone, believer or unbeliever, in this world and he’ll admit, 

“Nobody’s perfect,” but God demands from us this holiness.  He demands perfection.  We come 

up short.  Yet, without hesitation, without qualification, Paul says, “You are holy.”  Everything 

God demands from us, he gives to us in Christ Jesus.  He not only takes away our sin, but he 

also gives to us his holiness.  This is because of grace and it results in peace.  “Grace and peace” 

are yours as well in the All-Sufficient Savior. 

Paul presses the attack against the false teachers, “All over the world this gospel is bearing 

fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 

Modern Gnosticism in a nutshell 
 

� Gnosticism always holds out a secret knowledge superior 
to faith in Jesus 

� Ancient versions had Eastern origins   

� It contains some or all of the following: 
 

� Denial of the humanity or divinity of Jesus Christ and 
his saving work 

� A warped view of creation and the Creator 
� Elements of asceticism  
� Elements of elitism  
� The purpose of merging its followers with “god” or 

making one a god 
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understood God's grace in all its truth.”  It’s not the gospel plus this or that.  It’s the gospel 

period.  The gospel bears fruit in your life, in this world.  It does, it has and it must bear the fruit 

of faith in God’s truth.
5
 

Knowing the Gospel must bear fruit gives us faith and confidence to move forward as a church 

together.  A church under attack may make its people think defensively.  But, when Jesus 

promises that the “gates of hell will not prevail against his church” he does not set us on the 

defensive, huddled behind his mighty fortress waiting the passage of time until judgment day.  

No.  By grace, he sets us on the attack, on the offensive, so that we are confidently knocking on 

hell’s doors with the gospel, one unbelieving heart at a time, knowing he will produce fruit. 

“We have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints—

the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven.”  In Christ, 

God gives us the sure hope of heaven.  That is what gives us a confident faith, even in the face of 

attacks, and love
6
 for others, born of faith in Jesus.  The word for love here is his same “agape” 

love that Jesus Christ, our All-Sufficient Savior has for us, freely and fully given.  No matter 

what danger we face, what temptation, what loss, the gospel of the All-Sufficient Savior must 

bear the fruit of faith and love. 

 

Colossians 1:9-14 .. Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for the Knowledge that Brings Redemption 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you 

and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding. 10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 

and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 

knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so 

that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the 

Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of 

light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

                                                 
5
 This summer we looked around us at all the green in north Texas from the heavy rains and we enjoyed it 

because we knew all too well that we could have easily been looking at a severe drought and more brown grass 
and more dying trees and wasted crop fields.  We never know what we’re going to get from Texas weather.  But, 
this gospel must bear fruit in our lives.  There is no spiritual drought here because of the gospel. 

6  Such love is everything.  Hell will attack our church.  Our sinful nature will lead us to view fellow brothers 
and sisters in our churches as less an object of Christ’s love and our love and more as aggravations, annoyances, 
and troublemakers.  It wants nothing to do with love, but the Bible says, “Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins.”  (1 Peter 4:8)  In view of Jesus’ love, we’re led to love one another 
as our brothers and sisters in Colosse before us.  We’re led to look past other faults and shortcomings.  We’re led 
to share his love.   
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Knowledge is important.
7
  They say, “Those who don’t remember their history are doomed to 

repeat it.”  If you don’t know what has happened before, you’re going to make the same 

mistakes.  But others say, “It’s not what you know.  It’s who you know.”  Perhaps you’ve seen 

this bumper sticker: “My Kid Beat Up Your Honor Student.”  I think it means to say, 

“Knowledge isn’t everything.” 

Knowledge is important.  It’s even the signature word of the Gnostic.  So, what type of 

knowledge is important? 

It’s knowledge of God’s will.  In verses 1-8 Paul thanked God in prayer that the fruit-bearing 

Gospel had taken root in the lives of the Colossians.  Then we saw the attacks.  In view of the 

attacks being made against the Gospel, Paul continues his earnest prayer.  “We have not 

stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through 

all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”  Paul doesn’t say, “If you’re not already there yet, I 

pray.”  There’s always room for us to grow in knowledge.  It’s a good prayer.  Here is God’s 

will: 1. That his Word be taught in its truth and purity to all people,  2.  That all people believe in 

Jesus and be saved, and 3. That we live a holy life of love for God and neighbor.
8
   

Paul prays for God to fill the Colossians with the knowledge that matters, that has real, lasting 

value “through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”
9
  The Spirit’s tool for this is the Word.  

This gives the wisdom and knowledge that gives blessings.  Such a prayer gives us reason to 

thank God: that he is the only source, that he is the one who freely and fully gives knowledge of 

his will.  God has no secrets. 

Paul adds more to his prayer.  “And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of 

the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 

the knowledge of God.”  Paul prays for this knowledge because the result of knowledge of 

God’s will gives value and meaning to Christian life.  Then we live a life worthy of the Lord.  

Then we too bear fruit in every good work like that gospel.   

Apart from Christ, nothing we do or know has value.  Now in Jesus Christ, the All-Sufficient 

Savior, as knowledge of his Gospel grows, we too bear fruit in every good work.  Paul says, 

“[And so we] may please him in every way.”  Don’t let anyone ever say it is impossible for us 

to please God.  Sure, in and of ourselves… but the Gospel promises, and it does not lie, in Christ 

                                                 
7 Albert Einstein once said, “Only two things are infinite, the universe and human [ignorance], and I'm not sure 
about the former.”  Ignorance is not always bliss.  An old Chinese proverb says, “He who asks a question is a 
fool for a minute; he who does not remains a fool forever.”  Foolishness is not good.  Knowledge is important.  
What type of knowledge is important?  The pursuit of knowledge is big business in America.  It used to be that 
an elementary level education could get you through life.  Then it was a high school level education.  Now it 
seems that even a college level degree doesn’t guarantee much.   

8 These are simple things that any child can understand, yet we find ourselves constantly needing to grow in our 
knowledge of this good and gracious will of God.  So, we pray because such a prayer confesses, acknowledges, 
admits: I cannot obtain such knowledge by my own power or reason, insight or study.  King David in Psalm 119 
over and over prays for God to give him understanding.  Paul prays for the same.  King David and the Apostle 
Paul??!!?!  How much more you and me! 

9 Elsewhere Paul says, “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 
Corinthians 2:14)  But God gives his Spirit that gives wisdom.   
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Jesus, who makes the impossible possible, we please our God in every way.  What joy, what 

hope, what complete value!
10

 

That is why the lies of false teachers are so dangerous.  One by one they chip away at the 

Gospel: “Sure, knowledge of Jesus is important, but we have another knowledge.  It’s superior.  

It’ll make you even more true, more spiritual.  Sure, the gospel is important but a little 

simplistic.”  They added this law to make you better.  They added this philosophy to make you 

more knowledgeable. They forbade this food to make you more pure.  Proverbs 16:25 says, 

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”  They added 

human wisdom to, before and above the gospel.  It only devalued it.   

Paul answers, “Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient for Knowledge.”  “For he has rescued us from the 

dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  I guess it’s true.  It’s not what you know, it’s who 

you know and you know Jesus Christ, your Redeemer.  Paul says, in Jesus we “know this love 

that surpasses knowledge.” (Ephesians 3:19)  

Think of Paul’s choice of words.  These are done deals.  He has rescued us.  He has brought us 

into his Kingdom.  We have redemption.  God gives us such value in Christ Jesus.  From first to 

last he esteems us highly.
11

  So, he has redeemed you, “not with perishable things such as 

silver or gold… but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” (1 

Peter 1:18,19)  There is nothing more precious than the blood of the very Son of God.  That is 

the price he paid.  That is the value he gives us.  This guarantees “the forgiveness of sins.”   

Colossians, you know this, you are convinced of this, you are saved by this, because God himself 

has given to you this knowledge
12

 that brings redemption through Jesus Christ, the All-Sufficient 

Savior.   

 

Colossians 1:15-20 ............................................................ Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient (Period) 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before 

all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 

                                                 
10 Paul goes on in verses 11 and 12.  He talks of this power we have in Christ, endurance and patience, joyful 
thanksgiving and a equal share with all God’s saints! 

11 He has made you with the utmost care and wisdom, knitting you together in your mother’s womb; he 
promises that he has prepared for you the most perfect mansion in heaven for eternity; he has destroyed your 
rock-hard heart of sin and made it new again with this precious faith. 

12 There is no greater knowledge.  Even Maria knows the importance of knowledge.  All she wants to do is teach 
the Von Trapp children to sing.  She teaches, “When you know the notes to sing, you can sing most anything.”  
When you know the All-Sufficient Savior, you can and do produce the fruits God desires.  When you know 
Jesus Christ, the All-Sufficient Savior, you know redemption. 
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and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 

heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

One of the difficulties with the book of Colossians is getting a handle on the exact nature of the 

false doctrine that attacked the church.  We get hints of it, but Paul seems to take a very 

intentional approach: He refuses to put words to the false teaching.  First, he simply speaks the 

truth of Jesus.  Second, he repeats the truth of Jesus.  Third, he elaborates on the truth of Jesus.  

And if you don’t get it after all that, repeat steps 1-3 as needed. 

Know the Real Deal Jesus.  We normally think of the Secret Service as the guys who protect the 

president.  Not everyone knows, however, that another part of their job is to investigate and fight 

against counterfeiting.  A large part of their training might seem a little bit different.  They don’t 

spend as much time studying fake money as you might think.  They spend a lot of time studying 

the real deal, real dollar bills.  The more you know the look, the touch, the feel of the real dollar 

bill, the quicker a fake will stand out. 

That’s Paul’s approach.  We don’t need to study the false teaching and give it undue attention 

and weight just by mentioning it.  We just need to see the Real Deal, the real All-Sufficient 

Savior, and then the false teaching will stand out.
13

 

I read this section from Colossians and I see Jesus’ résumé to know Jesus as Paul lays it out for 

him.  The experience and qualifications listed are top-notch.  No weaknesses.
14

  With Jesus, there 

are no weaknesses because there are none to speak of.  The desired job is Savior.  The false 

teachers looked at Jesus and said he was lacking with his flesh and blood after all.  Paul says, 

“No.”  This is the right guy for the job.  Colossians 1:15-20 is Jesus’ résumé over against the 

attacks of the false teachers.  He’s more than qualified; he’s the All-Sufficient Savior. 

The résumé begins: “He is the image of the invisible God.”  God is Spirit.  You can’t see him.  

Yet, Jesus is his image, a word which means he is an “exact representation” of God.  If you want 

to see God, see Jesus.  His person, his actions, his words, these reveal God to us and he is God!
15

 

The résumé continues.  “He is … the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all things were 

created.”  This Jesus is the firstborn, the very Son of God.  This title, “Firstborn,” gives order to 

                                                 
13 This has meaning for all God’s people.  Know Jesus.  Know him inside and out, what he’s done for you and 
why so that you too can know truth from error.  A strong, confessing Christian once said to me, “I heard this 
neat illustration on Christian radio.  Our relationship with God is like a paddle boat.  One oar is faith, the other 
works.  If you have only one paddle going, you’ll spin in circles; both and you’ll go forward.”  I thought, “That 
was a nifty illustration.”  Only problem?  It’s not what the Bible teaches.   A strong, confessing Christian was 
misled by an error.  How do you fight that?  Know Jesus, know him real well, to equip yourself to spot error. 

14 I suppose nobody ever lists weaknesses in a résumé; whoever says in their résumé: “Great typer, experience 
with all word processing products, lousy coffee maker, shows up late on occasion.”  That’ll never help on a 
résumé. 

15 Even politicians are talking about God and their faith nowadays.  Are we or are we not to talk about God in 
public?  If just talk about God in public, I don’t think we’ll cause many ripples.  Jews, Muslims, Mormons, and 
even agnostics can talk about God.  But if you want to see the heavenly Father, you need to see his exact 
representation.  Talk about Jesus and that’s a different story.  Talk about Jesus and what he’s done to be the 
world’s Savior, the Way to the Father, the Truth and the Life.  We are Christians.  We bear the name of the one 
who is the image of the invisible God. 
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this creation.  Jesus is over everything in all creation because he created everything.  He is the 

one who has made the most powerful forces of nature, the most powerful figures of history… he 

is the one who has made you.  This right here is enough to say: “Right man for the job.”  The one 

who made you is the one who saves you as well.  The same love and thought and care that he 

used in our creation, we see in our salvation.   

Not only that, but Paul adds, “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  

Before anything, Jesus, true God, existed.  The Creator of everything continues to be the glue 

that holds everything together.  You get the impression that if Jesus slept on the job for a 

moment, everything would unravel before our eyes.  To have such a Savior who holds it all 

together!  Think of Jesus on the Sea of Galilee.  He was calm to sleep through a powerful and 

life-threatening storm.  It’d be ok; he created that storm; he’ll hold the boat together.  When he 

wanted, he was powerful to calm the storm, the wind and the waves.  He’s in control either way.   

The qualifications pile up and overwhelm you in a powerful way.  This Creator of all adds a 

personal touch to you.  “And he is the head of the body, the church.”  The word church means 

to “call someone out from.”  When he placed faith in your heart in him, he called you out of this 

world, he set you apart to be his own, a part of his body.  This picture is one of pure grace and 

thorough care.  He will take care of his own in a special way.  The Creator of this world holds 

everything together for everyone; believer or unbeliever has food on the table, believer or 

unbeliever has countless blessings to live with; the sun rises and sets the same.  But, you… you 

are his own.  You are as dear to him as your own right hand or heart is to your body and even 

more.  He will never lose you… 

Paul adds, because “He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead.”  If he is the 

firstborn, that means others will follow him.  What does birth guarantee?  Not much.  Elderly 

wives sit beside the bed of their beloved husband and watch the life given at birth fade away into 

death.  Parents even see their newborns die.  Then God answers, “God has given us new birth 

into a living hope.” (1 Peter 1:3)  That first birth we all experienced brought no guarantees.  Its 

end is death.  But there is a new birth with a Firstborn.  Through baptism, Jesus, who is the 

Firstborn from among the dead, is the proof of life after death. 

The résumé ends.  “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through 

him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”  The false teachers in Colosse had this 

thought that spiritual is good; the physical is bad.  For them, “How great could this Jesus be if he 

had flesh and blood?”  That’s physical.  Paul answers, “All God’s fullness dwells in him.”  You 

can’t take anything from him.  He is God in every way.  He lacks nothing.  He forgets nothing.  

He misses nothing.  “All,” Paul says.  The One and Only. 

Is Jesus overqualified for the job of salvation?
16

  We see him in these verses: the very image of 

God, Creator of all, Sustainer of all, eternal, Head of the church, undefeated Champion of death, 

true God in every way.  The Bible speaks in such absolutes of Jesus.  This is who he is.  He can’t 

change.  Maybe that’s too much for the job. 

                                                 
16 Is Jesus overqualified for the job?  Every once in a while you hear that a person got rejected for a job because 
according to his résumé, he was overqualified.  It almost seems absurd.  I think the fear is that you won’t be able 
to keep that person long.  They’ll move on to something more suitable quickly.   
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The Bible talks about us in equally amazing absolutes.  Our spiritual résumé says “Sinners.”  Not 

partly, but wholly.  God devotes 100% of his time to his creation, to us, to you and me.  The 

sinful nature devotes 100% of its time to itself.  We cannot change ourselves.
17

  This is who we 

are. 

“God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things… by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”  God can’t 

change.  We can’t change.  So God acts through him, this Jesus, this God-man, the All-Sufficient 

Savior, who took on human flesh to live among us, to reconcile to God all things, to make peace 

where there was hostility.  God has not changed.  He hates the sinner.  He totally and completely 

condemns sin.  He’s also love.  So, he carried out his righteous anger not against us, but against 

his one and only Son on the cross in our place.  God didn’t change.  People are not so much 

changed as they are declared by their God of grace to be holy, pure and innocent before him 

through the blood of Jesus.  That is our peace. 

There is no way Jesus is overqualified.  He is absolutely perfect for the job as the All-Sufficient 

Savior.   

 

Colossians 1:21-23 ........................................... Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Reconciliation 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 

behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to 

present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation-- 23 if you continue 

in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is 

the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, 

and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

If you need reconciliation, there must be separation.  Reconciliation means to restore to harmony 

or friendship.  It happens when your bank account says one thing in your check book and another 

thing on the bank statement; there’s a separation between the two numbers.  We say, “I had to 

reconcile my bank account the other day.”  One way or the other, bring the two together. 

We use the word to talk about personal relationships gone bad.  If it’s separation between 

nations,
18

 cultures or races,
19

 if it’s a wall of division between brothers in the same church,
20

 

                                                 
17 Just the fact that we are uncomfortable to hear that, that we want to disagree with that, that we want to try to 
justify ourselves a bit—“I’m not totally bad”— shows the Bible is right when it speaks.  We have fallen short.  We 
are lost and condemned.   

18 We say, “They need to reconcile their differences.”  We use it when talking about tense relations among 
nations.  Reconciliation means peace where there was hostility.  What brings reconciliation to nations torn apart 
by hatred and war? 

19 We use the word reconciliation when we talk about race relations.  Martin Luther King, Jr. had a dream of 
reconciliation.  “I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.”  Former slaves and slave-
owners calling each other brother!  That would be something else.  That would be reconciliation.  His dream 
called for the next generation to judge each other—not by the color of skin, but by the content of their character.  
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husbands and wives in the family,
21

 the reason is sin, the root cause our sin-born separation from 

God. 

Paul hits home with that in these verses.  Reconciliation is important.  Paul shows the separation.  

“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 

behavior.”  The Bible uses all sorts of word pictures to describe our problem.
22

  Here, we are 

separated from God.  The fractures and divisions that exist in the relationships between people 

pale in comparison to the deeper and more disturbing separation that exists in the relationship 

between the Creator and his creatures.
23

  Other separations are symptoms of our problem with 

God.  But let’s get this straight: We separate ourselves from him.  Unlike most relationships with 

problems, there is no shared guilt here. 

This is “evil behavior.”  It’s not just “separation.”   People going through a divorce sometimes 

try to soften the blow; they talk in terms like irreconcilable differences and amicable divorce, but 

this “evil behavior” means we’re enemies of God.
24

   

How do we fix this problem?  For warring nations, you negotiate peace.  For race relationships, 

you foster love and have peace marches and conferences.  For struggling marriages or fighting 

among brothers, there is counseling.  Each side sits together to reconcile differences.   

“Between people, reconciliation is a two-way street.”
25

  That is not the case here.  People have a 

problem with God, but people are not the solution, not even part.  We bring nothing good to the 

table, but the Bible never says that we and God have to sit down at the table and hammer out our 

differences.  This is not some sort of management/labor negotiation that we need to work out.  

Rather, “now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death.”  It’s basic 

grammar.  Who is the subject?  God.  Who is the object?  You.  What has he done?  He has 

                                                                                                                                                             
Yet, prejudice is alive and well and there remains yet a very visible separation between cultures and races.  His 
dream is far from reality.  What brings reconciliation to races separated by prejudice and bigotry? 

20 Oddly enough, we have to use the word reconciliation when talking about the relationship between Christian 
brothers and sisters.  In our churches, there are differences among people, differences of opinion, differences of 
personality, differences, differences, that can cause friction, tension.  What do we do when we perceive a 
difference among brothers in Christ?  What is the basis for reconciliation? 

21 We talk about reconciliation in marriage relationships.  I was at the WELS International Youth Rally this past 
summer.  Pastor Mark Hayes asked a room of 2000 WELS Christians, “Raise your hands.  How many of you 
have experienced the effects of a divorce in your family?”  We think we’re something sometimes… different from 
the world.  Way over half the hands shot up into the air.  There’s no pride in that.  Somewhere around 50% of 
marriages end in divorce in our country and that’s holding true in our congregations as well.  What can bring 
reconciliation to our struggling marriages? 

22 It starts with the sin we inherited from our parents.  We are a depraved bunch.  “No one does good, not even 
one.”  We are blind, dead.  We desire what is evil.   

23 Preus, Jacob A.O., Just Words.  Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO.  p.141. 

24 If were enemies, we’ve picked the wrong fight.  The Bible is clear.  God is holy.  He rightly demands holiness.  
He is not wishy-washy.  He cannot be true and faithful and change that.  Up front he warned, “The wages of sin 
is death.”  God will not change that.  His enemies will be destroyed without excuse, 100% guilty and responsible 
for their own end, forever in hell.  No one wants that: death and hell.   

25 Preus, Jacob A.O., Just Words.  Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO.  p.139. 
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reconciled you to him.  This is the most perfect one-way solution.  This is pure grace.  We 

harmed him.  He brings us back to him.  There is a wall of hostility, but God in grace by Christ’s 

death
26

 has knocked it down.  There is a separation, an impossibly wide spiritual gulf between 

you and God, but God in grace by Christ’s death has bridged it.  He put enmity back where it 

belongs.
27

 

So, you are reconciled to the Father.  Paul says, “But now he has reconciled you… to present 

you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”  In his sight you were 

guilty.  In his sight now you are innocent.  God will not count your sins against you.  That’s what 

Christ’s death means for you.  False teachers said you have a ways to go through this secret 

knowledge or set of rules.  Paul says, “No.  You are reconciled, reunited with your God by your 

All-Sufficient Savior.”  What God has joined together, let no one separate.   

“This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under 

heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.”  The message of reconciliation has 

gone out to “every creature under heaven.”
 28

  It doesn’t matter what gender, what language, 

what race, what culture. 

Servants of the gospel simply preach and teach, “God has reconciled the world to himself, not 

counting our sins against us”… so he has reconciled me to himself… so he has reconciled my 

neighbor, even my worst enemy.  In Jesus, I am one with God.  In Jesus, he is one with God.  In 

Jesus, they are one with God.  It’s simple geometry.  That means, in Jesus, we are one.  There 

will always be differences, but such differences and diversity are blessings from God for us to 

enjoy, when we recognize the impossibly wide gulf between us and God that has been bridged 

by the reconciliation that Jesus Christ, the All-Sufficient Savior, brings.   

 

Colossians 1:24-29 .............................................. Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for our Message 

Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 

regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have 

become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its 

fullness-- 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now 

disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the 

glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We proclaim 

                                                 
26 It’s Christ who took our separation on his shoulders.  Listen to his cry from that cross: “My God, my God!  
Why have you forsaken me?”  (Mark 15:34b)  Rather than you being separated from God, Christ, out of love for 
you, placed himself on the other side of that impossibly wide spiritual gulf, on the other side of that wall of 
hostility.  He placed himself firmly under God’s wrath in our place.  He suffered the pain of hell for us. 

27 You have to marvel at and absolutely love your Savior for what he did for us.  If our problem was separation, 
he himself took it completely, even way back in Eden.  Our first parents and models for sinful living chose to be 
friends with a snake, they chose to listen to his wisdom, they chose his word over the Word of God.  The end 
result was enmity between God and people… hostility; the end result was a partnership between people and the 
devil.  Here is grace: our Savior God says, “I will put enmity between people and Satan.”  It’s God himself who 
puts hostility back where it belongs, not between you and him, but between you and Satan. 

28 This means that Jesus could back any moment now.  Compare Matthew 24:14. 
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him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 

perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully 

works in me. 

There are many paths to God.  You can follow the wisdom of Buddha, Mohammed, Joseph 

Smith, Charles Taze Russell and L. Ron Hubbard, a true modern-day Gnostic.  They all have 

something to say about the path to God.
29

  

Some say, “There are as many paths to God as there are people.”  But if you take the time, you 

can boil that down to three.  1.  You can work your way to God.  2.  You can “know” or 

“understand” your way to God.  3.  You can “feel” your way to God.
30

  There are many paths to 

God, but the one true God says, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it 

leads to death.” (Proverbs 14:12)  Trying to be good is good, but it has its limitations: It ends 

in death.  Trying to know more, hit the books, is good, but it has its limitations for us: It ends in 

death.  Feeling good, meditation, joy, peace, whatever… these things are good, but it has its 

limitations for us: It ends in death.
31

   

Many dead-end paths, one sufficient message.  Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and the 

life.” (John 14:6)  Now that is a message!
32

   

Because the false teachers at Colosse wanted to make salvation into something else, because they 

wanted to make salvation a matter of one of those three deadly paths to God with a heavy dose of 

number two, “knowledge” and “understanding,” Paul needs to remind the faithful saints in 

Colosse that it’s all about God’s message, God’s work, God’s wisdom. 

                                                 
29 Nobody lives in a spiritual vacuum.  Solomon says God has placed “eternity in the hearts of men.”  
(Ecclesiastes 3:11)  People, wrapped up in time, are thinking about eternal things all the time.  It’s on their heart.  
Paul said to the Athenian philosophers, “I see that in every way you are very religious.” (Acts 17:22)  People 
think about religion, God, spirituality. 

30 You can work your way to God.  That means doing things, whatever, to earn God’s favor.  It’s moralism.  Do 
what’s right; avoid what’s wrong.  The sad thing about this path is that most people think that is Christianity.  
Go to church; don’t drink; don’t cuss; don’t smoke; be good.  This stuff showed up in Colosse.  People were 
making judgments about the quality of Christian you were by what you ate (or really by what you didn’t eat).  
You can “know” or “understand” your way to God.  This stuff goes back to Adam and Eve.  “Eat this fruit… 
then you will know good and evil like God.”  It goes back to Colosse.  “There’s a deeper understanding of God 
than just this come-in-the-flesh Jesus Christ.”  Today it’s, “If you just educate, we can get over racism, teen drug 
problems, child abuse, world hunger, etc.”  Knowledge will make us better, which will make us closer to God.  
You can “feel” your way to God.  Do you have your yoga mat out?  Breathe deep.  Exhale.  Let it go.  Let it all 
go.  Can you hear his voice?  Can you feel his presence?  Master your feelings, your spirit, your emotions.  It’s 
self-denial or meditation; whatever it takes to get closer to God, to be one with God or just to be a god. 

31 What are those three paths again?  (1) Works,  (2) understanding and (3) feelings.  Paul says in Romans: “(1) 
There is no one righteous, not even one, (2) there is no one who understands, (3) no one who seeks God.”  Out 
with human works, out with human understanding, out with human feelings as paths to God. This 3-step 
argument against different paths to God is from Gene Edward Vieth’s The Spirituality of the Cross (pp.18-24)  

32 We talk about the Bible.  That’s where you find these words of Jesus.  What is the Bible?  The word “Bible” 
comes from the Greek word that means “book.”  It’s like all other books in that it has words.  But we know it’s 
different.  It’s full of history, but it’s not a history book.  It’s full of songs, but it’s not a song book.  It’s full of 
laws, but it’s not a law book.  It’s the wisdom and power of God for your salvation.  Really, it’s a message from 
beginning to end about this Jesus Christ, the all-Sufficient Savior.   
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“I rejoice in what was suffered for you.”  That’s a simple message.  This was done for you.  

All other paths of salvation include some sort of self-denial or self-improvement.  Paul says, 

“Christ suffered for you.”  Jesus said, “It is finished.”  There is nothing left for you to do.
33

 

Paul is the Church’s servant to deliver this message of Jesus.  He writes, “I have become its 

servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness.”  

Literally, he means to say, “I am a servant-administrator.”
 34

  He’s lowly, but he’s got a big job: 

to present to you the Word of God in its fullness—that’s an all-sufficient message.   

The message is a “mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now 

disclosed to the saints.  To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the 

glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  It’s a mystery 

because people can’t figure it out on their own.  God set eternity in the hearts of men.  He wants 

us to seek him.  We try, but sin makes our paths to God end in death.  We’re worse off than blind 

chickens looking for a kernel of corn or blind seamstresses looking for a needle in a haystack.  

But here is grace.  The Bible is a message from God made known to the world because without 

it, we wouldn’t know what he’s done for us in Jesus. 

I think the biggest part of the mystery is the “how” and the “what” of our salvation.  It’s so very 

simple.  Man’s ways to God have you trying to be bigger, climb higher, do more: It’s 

transcendental, it’s rising up.  But God’s plan, this mystery, is all about him coming down.  The 

greatest of things are done and given in the simplest of packages:  A Savior born a baby, a 

disfigured body on a cross.  This is the world’s salvation?  Yes, it is.  Faith is given in this water?  

Tasteless wafers and a smidgeon of wine strengthen faith?  Simple ink on paper, the Word from 

a flesh-and-blood, sinful pastor, is the power of God for salvation?  Who’d’ve thunk?  It was a 

mystery, but now it is revealed. 

It is grace to know and believe in Jesus.  But it runs deeper.  I am amazed often at the story of 

Paul’s conversion.  God does not say, “I am making a believer out of you.”  He says, “I am 

making you my servant and witness.”  That is thorough.  From enemy to messenger; from 

seeking to kill Christians to seeking to make Christians.  Is not God’s work perfect in every way?  

Is he not doing the same for others?  Paul says, “WE proclaim him, so that we may present 

everyone perfect in Christ.”  Here’s what perfect means here: to bring you to God’s goal.  This 

message of Jesus Christ alone will bring us to the goal of eternal life.  It’s perfect along the way 

as well.  Like Paul, God has not only set us apart, converted us, made us believers; he’s made us 

                                                 
33 There is a curious phrase here that I want to explain really briefly: Paul adds, “And I fill up in my flesh what is 
still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.”  What does Paul 
mean?  How dare he say anything was lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions?  Paul is not talking here about 
Christ’s suffering for our salvation as if though it was incomplete.  Jesus promised, “If they hate me, they’ll hate 
you.  If they persecuted me, they’ll persecute you.  The servant will be no different than the master.”  Suffering is 
part of the follower-of-Christ’s life, not for salvation, but because we live in a sinful world that hates Christ and 
so is going to hate you.  Paul is simply saying here, “This is my share because God has made me a messenger of 
Jesus.”  You have yours too. 

34 A favorite childhood Bible history lesson is the life of Joseph.  This guy is sold into slavery and is made the 
head of Potiphar’s house, a foreigner, a slave, put in charge of a rich Egyptian guy’s house.  That was remarkable 
to me as a kid.  Then he’s framed by Potiphar’s wife.  He goes to jail.  There he is, an incarcerated, humiliated, 
tarnished, slave and the prison warden makes him head of the prison, over all the prisoners, over everything 
done in the prison.   God has the lowly do big things.   
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co-witnesses of this gospel.  The very message, as simple as it is, that saved Paul, saves others.  

Sharing the gospel, that is our job.
35

   

“To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.”  This 

is not labor like hard work.  This is God’s power, his energy working powerfully in us, Christ in 

us.  He doesn’t demand here.  He makes.  He promises, “You are my witness.  You are my light.  

You are salt.”  As sure as he says, you are a child of God, so he makes you his witness and 

equips you in every way to share this gospel.  Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient for the message.
36

 

 

Colossians 2:1-5 .................................. Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for the Struggle for Unity 

I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for 

all who have not met me personally. 2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart 

and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in 

order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all 

the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by 

fine-sounding arguments. 5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with 

you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is. 

Christianity is hard work.
37

  Christianity is backbreaking, sweaty, hard work.  I think I need to 

run in that marathon in Chicago to better understand the backbreaking, sweaty hard work of 

Christianity.  I never have… where your lungs are burning, your legs are jello, your head is 

pounding, your bodily functions take on a mind of their own.  It’s a marathon.  To be honest, 

Christianity is a marathon with a built-in obstacle course.   You don’t just run it.  It has obstacles, 

things to get over, get under, get through, obstacles that mean to hinder you.  Christianity is hard 

work for our neighbor.
38

   

                                                 
35 I’m sure that if you’ve taken this truth to heart, you’ve felt some guilt.   You’ve failed to share the gospel for so 
many sinful reasons.  It is shameful to be ashamed of Christ.  But hear our message.  The gospel presents you as 
perfect, forgiven in Christ.  It is your salvation.  It is also your strength, your motivation, your power to witness. 

36 Lutherans were originally called “Evangelicals.”  We still call ourselves, “_____________Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.”  They were not called “evangelicals” to be nice.  It was a slur.  Evangelical means all about the gospel.  
Other Christians would taunt, slam, harass, the Lutherans, “You talk about the gospel, you never shut up about 
the gospel, it’s always the gospel with you Evangelicals.”  I pray people taunt, slam and harass us WELSers the 
same.  Let us be all about this message of the gospel of Jesus.  It is the only path to God because it is God’s path.  
It is our message.  Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient for the message. 

37 If God’s people were expecting to be a child of God in an easy chair, they misunderstand Christianity.  If they 
were expecting to come to God’s house on Sunday, sit back like it’s a movie theatre with a popcorn, soda and 
juju fruits, absorb it all in and in one hour go home, they misunderstand Christianity. 

38 Now some are a bit nervous, “No.  It’s by grace you have been saved, not by works!  Look it up.  Ephesians 
2.”  You’re right.  Good.  You’re convinced of this.  In salvation God serves us completely from beginning to 
end.  He doesn’t need our help.  He doesn’t want our help.  The one who created the universe can do this good 
work, our salvation, very well, thank you very much.  Think of it.  God called on his own Son to serve you, to 
give up the riches of heaven, to take on human flesh, to experience human need, loss, hurt, pain, temptation.  
God called on his own Son to serve you.  The Master of all became a servant to us, his own rebellious enemies, in 
order to win for us salvation.  God so wants to serve you and so well serves you that he gives to you his Holy 
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“I am struggling for you.”  “God does not need our good works, but our neighbor does.”  What 

hard work are you doing for your neighbor or your fellow Christian?
39

  To be sure, we are so 

dependent on each other’s hard work.  God promises that he works out all things for his people.  

Yet, when I need money for my family, he doesn’t rain down some “Benjamin Franklins” from 

heaven.  He graciously gives me hands to work hard to support my family.
40

 When I’m sick, he 

could miraculously heal me, but normally he heals me though the hard work of a doctor or nurse.  

He protects me through the hard work of the military guys and police officers.  God doesn’t say, 

“Let there be…” and a new generation of people springs up from the dust of the earth.  He gives 

that hard work to moms and dads.  He gives children and raises children through the hard work 

of families.  Someone else always needs your hard work.  In fact, I’m inclined to agree with 

Luther.  If you’re doing something you think is good, but it’s “just” for God and it’s not for your 

neighbor, it’s not a good work.   

Christianity is hard work for our neighbor.  Often times, when it just isn’t convenient.  That’s 

what Paul discovered as he sat in his home chained to a Roman guard under house arrest in 

Rome.  Paul was minding his own business, waiting for his trial in Rome, when Pastor Epaphras 

showed up from 1300 miles away from Colosse with some big problems.  Paul had never met 

these Christians in Colosse.  He never had done ministry there.  He had problems of his own, but 

God through Pastor Epaphras gave Paul some new neighbors to serve, the Christians of Colosse, 

and it’s hard work: “I want you to know how much I am struggling for you.”  Here’s a 

glimpse into Paul’s heart.  He knows his neighbor.  He knows God calls him to do hard work.   

So, he struggles.  The word here in Greek is the root for our word “agony.”  The word has that 

picture of running a marathon course with obstacles, persevering through every hindrance and 

entanglement.  Paul has his own problems and here he is in spiritual agony over what these folks 

whom he’s never personally met are facing.  Paul couldn’t be there, but he could write this letter.  

He could wrestle with God in prayer for his hurting brothers. 

What makes such a heart for Paul?
41

  Paul’s heart for the Colossians simply reflects the heart of 

the Savior
42

 for the hurting which is your salvation.  Jesus too saw the people of his day misled 

                                                                                                                                                             
Spirit to live in your body still corrupted by sin.  He places saving faith in your heart.  You don’t even work 
faith into your heart by your choosing to accept him.  This is God’s work and thank God because he has done it 
all very well, completely, to guarantee you in your All-Sufficient Savior forgiveness and life eternal. 

39 Our modern day temptation is convenience.  Everything needs to be convenient.  If it’s not convenient, if it’s 
not my way, right away, if I’m not the customer that’s always right, we don’t struggle, we move on.  The sinful 
nature wants little to do with a struggle for someone else.  It has enough to worry about itself.   Our other 
temptation is that we turn grace into a license for laziness.  “It’s all been done for us.  I heard pastor say it.  So I’ll 
busy myself with my work, my boat, my vacations, my needs, my wants.”  

40 Sometimes, thankfully, very thankfully, he gives me fellow Christians and neighbors to lend a hand of hard 
work in time of need.   

41 Paul had built-in excuses.  “I’ve never met these Colossians.  I don’t have time now.  It’s not convenient from 
so far away.”  But, excuses are not the Christian heart.  The Christian heart wants to struggle for others.   

42 Christ first struggled for us.  “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” (Romans 5:8)  While we were still going our own way, struggling to be away from God for the sake 
of “our” convenience, Christ made the ultimate struggle for us.  He went through the agony of hell in our place 
to win us back.  He overcame every inconvenient obstacle, every temptation that Satan laid before his feet, every 
crack of the whip, every fist, every spit, every undeserved, unjustified mocking word to win you back for God.  
When were still God’s enemies, Christ reconciled us to God—he gave us unity with God.  All of the impossibly 
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by the religious teachers.  They were not being pointed to the grace of God but rather burdened 

with impossible expectations.  Jesus saw their need and he struggled for them each day, “When 

he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, 

like sheep without a shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36)  To struggle for others is the heart of the 

Savior and his followers.
43

  They struggle for others because of this singular confidence: All of 

the impossibly hard work to go through hell and defeat Satan and overcome death and even 

unbelief is done for them and for their neighbor fully and freely in Christ Jesus their All-

Sufficient Savior.   

It’s hard work with a purpose.  “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and 

united in love.”  Paul knows their struggles against the false teachers.  He knows the church 

there in Colosse is being torn apart by some cleverly worded arguments that separated “in the 

know” Christians from the “just” Christians.  The faithful need help.   

The Biblical picture for unity is the body.  Christ is the head.  We are its parts.  Each one must do 

its part.  We can’t look at Christ’s service-work for us and for others and come to any other 

conclusion.  If my neighbor hurts, I must hurt.  That is the nature of the body.  Paul is 1300 miles 

away and the Colossians’ hurt becomes his because this Pastor Epaphras shows up on his 

doorstep unannounced.  He must try to encourage.  The word “encourage” here has the picture of 

standing along side someone in need to support them.  Paul can’t be there in body, but he’s there 

in spirit.  He gives them the inspired Word of God they need to fight error.  If they’re united, 

they’ll be firm in the faith to fight against the arguments of the false teachers. 

“United in love.”  If we’re all different parts of the body, muscles, bones, organs, tissues, love is 

the ligaments that holds it all together.  Doesn’t God demand love?
44

  He certainly shows us this 

love that unites in Christ Jesus, our All-Sufficient Savior.  “This is love.  Not that we loved 

God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1John 

4:10)  They needed God’s active love.  It’s not a well-wish or merely a simple or even complex 

emotion.  God’s love acts.  Jesus’ love for us made him make the ultimate sacrifice for us.  

That’s hard work, but it’s done, completely done.  He says it’s an atoning sacrifice.  It makes you 

“at one” with God.  It’s Christ Jesus’ all-sufficient, active love alone that gives unity with God 

and among God’s people against the deceptive, “fine-sounding arguments” of false teachers.   

 

Colossians 2:6-15 ............................................................... Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Life 

                                                                                                                                                             
hard work to go through hell and defeat Satan and overcome death and even unbelief is done for you fully and 
freely in Christ Jesus your All-Sufficient Savior.   

43 When you were helpless on your own, he helped you; he shepherded you to this new life. Paul struggles for 
these strangers because he knows Christ’s heart.  By grace you too know Christ’s heart who struggled for you.   

44 He says, “Love God with all your heart.”  That’s a matter of faith, confidence in Christ Jesus, confidence that 
he has done all the hard work for our salvation.  He also says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  He doesn’t say, 
“Love your neighbor with all your heart,” although he certainly wants your heart in the matter.  He wants you 
to do the hard work for your neighbor that we naturally do for ourselves.  That’s love for your neighbor.  We 
mix these two commands up.  We ask, “What can I do for God?”  The Bible answers, “Nothing.”  So we sit back 
in our easy chair or busy ourselves for ourselves.  The right question is, “What can I do for my neighbor?”  
That’s what Paul asks.  What can I do for the Colossians?  Well, what do they need?   



 “Colossians: Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient” 17 of 36 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and 

built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 

philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world 

rather than on Christ. 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 

and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and 

authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not 

with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12 

having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the 

power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins and in 

the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 

our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and 

that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed 

the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by 

the cross. 

Life is interesting.  No life exists apart from the death of another.  We’d laugh, but we were a 

little grossed out when our oldest used to say as she ate her chicken, “buk-buk.”  I am the last 

one who wants to be reminded that the meat I’m eating comes from an actual, once living, 

animal.  Its death means life for me.
45

   

So, it is not so amazing then that we have spiritual life because of the death of our God and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient for Life.  That’s the way things work!  What is 

amazing is that God can bring such life from us who were dead, but he does!  We were dead, 

rotten to the core with inclinations of evil all the time from birth, enemies of God and from that 

comes life in Christ!  What grace!
46

  Living, walking, breathing people of God, that is what we 

children of God are! 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him.”  The word for 

“life” here is literally “to walk around.”  I can’t dance in rhythm to save my life, but I can keep 

in step with Christ and the Holy Spirit because he gives life—that means love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.  These are part of the rhythm of my Christian life and 

yours as well by the gracious work of Christ.
47

   

 “Continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him.”  It’s the old Biblical picture of the 

Vine, rooted in Christ.  We are in him as we are in his Word.  We need a good Gardener to keep 

                                                 
45 Even the most hardened of vegans needs to confess that they do not have life without death—biology includes 
the study of all life from the plant or animal kingdom—and those soy beans, tomatoes, legumes once had life as 
well, rooted to the vine, but its death brings life to the consumer. 

46 When we see a brother sin, we’re easily amazed and say, “I can’t believe a Christian would do that!”  Such a 
thought misunderstands the Biblical picture of grace and life.  Really isn’t it more amazing, God’s gracious 
miracle of life in Christ that keeps us from the most vile of behavior and even allows us to live in Christ, walk in 
his steps and do some good in the life our neighbor?   

47 Think of the paralytic.  He could do nothing, absolutely nothing but lie on his mat.  He had life but, he 
couldn’t walk.  Then Christ forgives his sins and says, “Take up your mat and go home.”  Like that, he’s up, 
walks out the room, praising God all the way home on his own God-given legs.  I’m sure he had a jig in his step 
as he walked in rhythm with the Spirit. 
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us rooted in Christ.  Jesus tells this parable of a fruitless fig tree.  Its owner wants to cut it down 

for the fire.  Why keep something around that bears no fruit?  But the Gardener steps in.  We 

have the best, most gracious One in Christ, our life; he says to the owner for you, “Leave it 

alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it.” (Luke 13:8)  Here is Christ, 

your life; he spares yours and cultivates and nourishes and fertilizes you to show the life you 

have in him in order to produce fruit.  I guess the old saying is true for you, “Make a tree good 

and its fruit will be good.” (Matthew 12:33)  Our power to live comes from being rooted in 

Christ.  

There are always enemies to life.  We live in a culture that is an enemy to God’s gift of life!
48

  

There are also enemies to spiritual life as well.
49

  Paul warns, “See to it that no one takes you 

captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and 

the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”   

The deceptive philosophy asked, for one, “Are you a quality Christian or just a regular one?  

Have you been circumcised in addition to this faith?  Are you a truly alive Christian in tune with 

the secrets of this world?”  This makes me think of our time’s “philosophers” who would love to 

draw tears to your eyes by talking about the quality of life to promote things like abortion or 

euthanasia.
50

  “That’s terrible,” we say, “that people should judge by human criteria and 

appearances and not by truth.”
51

  Paul says, “I’ll take a philosophy that depends on Christ rather 

than other people’s sinful conclusions.  Since you all have life in him, together we have life in 

him, and we do and we will see the most amazing fruits.”   

Looks can be deceiving.  If we are to judge by appearances, what we see, we would come to the 

most ridiculous conclusions.
52

    We cannot judge by appearances, but by Christ’s promise.  By 

all appearances the lifeless, tortured body of Christ on the cross is a meaningless death, but the 

                                                 
48 I am no longer amazed that people can be so angered at the mistreatment and murder of dogs, as we hear in the 
news concerning NFL quarterback Michael Vick, yet we can live in a society that loves to yank away the life 
from defenseless babies.   

49 We are our own enemies at times.  We are so tempted to be cock-sure of ourselves that we disconnect from the 
Vine.  Maybe an hour on Sunday?  Do we hope that is enough to avoid the captivity of the deceptive 
philosophies that will come?  They will raid your life; their goal is to enslave you, to choke away the life you 
have in Christ. 

50 One in-vogue philosophy is that we should end life that isn’t “quality.”  Who determines that?  If you might 
have some sort of physical or mental handicap, they say, “Why should we let a person suffer like that?”  If you 
might be really sick, in bed, even hooked up to a machine with no prospect of a “full” recovery, whatever that 
means, they ask, “Shouldn’t we pull the plug?  Shouldn’t a caring physician end such a sad life?”  To them, it’s 
not quality.  How dare anyone make such a sinful judgment about the life God gives to someone? 

51 Don’t be taken captive by such hollow and deceptive human philosophies.  Think, though.  There are many 
who would suggest in thought or action that we pull the plug on this or that church or even our synod as-is.  It’s 
not alive, they complain.  “It’s not the way it used to be” or “as good as ‘them,’” they say as they walk away to 
another church.  It’s boring, inactive, not quality life.  I could agree with them except God tells me that each one 
of you has full life in Christ.   

52 Some would say, “If we are growing in numbers that means we’re living.  If we’re shrinking in numbers we 
must be dead.”  This hardly aligns with God’s Word.  If that is our human criteria, then we must conclude that 
the Mormon church is the most alive even though they deny that Christ is our Savior, the Son of God.  They’re 
growing like crazy.  What would we say of Christ, who arguably ended with only a couple few dozen followers 
at best on Easter Sunday? 
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truth is that his death is your life.  Because Jesus died for you and everyone else here, we have 

the most amazing, and truly alive, life both here on earth and in heaven! 

Paul demonstrates this, “In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you 

have been given fullness in Christ.”  See?  There’s that little word “life” again.
53

  That God 

himself would take on human flesh and live among us for our salvation, now that’s a miracle.  

This Jesus is entirely God come in the flesh.  “All the fullness,” Paul says.  But it doesn’t end 

there.  We’re given this fullness in Christ.  The false teachers said, “If it’s just Christ for you, it’s 

not the “fullness.”  In Christ, our God, Paul says, we have a full life.  No matter what 

appearances may be, no matter what conclusions you might draw from looking at the things 

around you, no matter what some other ignorant person or brother may even say to you, do not 

be fooled or deceived; the Word says it clearly: “We have the fullness.  We have everything in 

Christ.” 

“We [have] been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the 

power of God, who raised him from the dead.”  It may have been years ago, but we keep 

going back to it because it is our life, this baptism.
54

  That was when we were born again by the 

grace and power of God.  In other words, he gave us new life.  What a close connection to Jesus 

this living faith given to us in baptism gives us in life.  This was 2000 some years ago.  We were 

not there, but God in grace says: You died with him on that cross.  You were buried with him in 

that tomb.  You were raised with him.  Through your God-given faith it’s as if everything Christ 

went through and did, you went through and did.
55

 

False teachers offer a “full” life through the law.  God gives it through the gospel.
56

  Look to 

Christ,
57

 your life, because in him it’s done.  “When you were dead in your sins and in the 

                                                 
53 Granted, it is a different word in Greek.  The first is “walk around.”  The second is more “dwell in.” 

54 Why else do we start our services with its Word?  “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.”   

55 Baptism is that picture of life from death on a daily basis.  Martin Luther says that daily we drown in our 
baptismal waters that damnable sinful flesh that clings to us, daily repentance to put to death our evil deeds and 
desires.  And God raises up each day in his new grace a living, breathing, walking child.  That is you.  May God 
ever daily give us such repentant hearts because it’s life from death. 

56 Do you see the difference?  How do you get life and fruits and an active, living faith?  Many a Christian church 
wants to use the law.  For them, it’s like a whip and you drive that animal and it’ll move.  No animal wants its 
backside burned.  So, guess what?  That donkey, that ox or cow, it moves out of fear.  You can beat it into 
submission.  The law produces.  People shape up when threatened.  But, we’re not animals and God is not a 
cattle driver.  You are God’s special creation and he is a God of grace that speaks gently to you with his gospel 
and encourages you and draws you to him.  He doesn’t just want your action but your heart.  So he wins it with 
his love.  So he speaks his Word of love to you.  He changes your sinful heart.  He makes you alive with Christ 
and by grace empowers you to really live.  We cannot get life by pointing to the law, but by looking to Christ 
our life. 

57 Think of John the Baptist.  He had it made.  A little strange, maybe, in the way he dressed and what he ate, but 
people came from everywhere to hear him.  People wanted to see this prophet of God.  It didn’t matter if he was 
way out in the wilderness.  Pretty popular.  He pointed people to Christ, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29)   He had it made.  Then everything fell apart.  Herod arrested him.  He 
was thrown into prison.  Satan attacked him with doubts.  He sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one 
who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” (Luke 7:19)  What changed?  He was pointing to the 
Lamb of God as Savior.  Later he’s not sure who Jesus is.  Christ’s answer is our strength.  He doesn’t question 
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uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all 

our sins.”  Did you hear that?  It’s a done fact.  Sin was your master.  You were dead.  God 

made you alive.  He took your sin to the cross, he took that law that drives you like a slave 

master and he nailed it to the cross.
58

  Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient for Life! 

 

Colossians 2:16-23 .....................................................Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Freedom 

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a 

religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the 

things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who 

delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a 

person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up 

with idle notions. 19 He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, 

supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. 

20 Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still 

belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 

22 These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands 

and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-

imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack 

any value in restraining sensual indulgence. 

These words talk about freedom, something we people like. 

I have been in a maximum security prison, and I never want to go back.  I have never been so 

uneasy.  There were seven gates and check points.  The cells were big enough for a bunk bed and 

a toilet (by the way, bunk bed means you shared that little cubby hole with someone else – 23 

hours a day).  I never want to go back.
59

  Thank God, my first visit was simply a tour for us 

                                                                                                                                                             
John.  He doesn’t turn John back to himself and ask him, “Why the doubts?  Where’s your faith?”  Jesus points 
John to himself, to his Savior and what he does and has done and will do.   

58 He has defeated your every enemy: sin, the devil, the world, even death.  Leave all your guilt, your shame, all 
your doubts, all your human criteria, all your personal points of view at the cross. There is your life and the 
forgiveness of sins.  Jesus says, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”   

59 Paul shared the gospel with courage on the open streets.  He had been warned by his human authorities to shut 
his mouth.  He refused to obey men instead of God.  He was thrown in jail by Herod for a trial.  Remember 
this?  An angel frees Peter: “Quick, get up!”  The chains fell of his wrists and Peter followed the angel out of the 
prison.  He didn’t go back to jail.  He went to John Mark’s house to share the good news—freedom!   
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wannabe pastors at Seminary.  I like my freedom.
60

  Why would you ever go back to jail?  Who 

would want to?
61

 

Martina McBride sings “Let Freedom Ring.”  Our gospel-singing, fellow Christians boom out, 

“Free at last, free at last, thank God almighty we are free at last.”  Want real freedom?  Jesus 

Christ is All-Sufficient for Freedom.
62

   So many people don’t know they have this freedom.  

There were some Colossians who had it in Christ Jesus who were trying to trade in this freedom 

for the most ridiculous human reasons and human desires.  Why would you ever give up your 

freedom that you have in Christ?  Maybe it is because you don’t really know the freedom that 

you have? 

So, Paul addresses this problem in Colosse.  It must have been a big problem because in a few 

short verses, Paul sounds the warning over and over, ““Therefore do not let anyone judge you 

by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or 

a Sabbath day.”  Paul warns, “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the 

worship of angels disqualify you for the prize.”  Paul warns, “Since you died with Christ to 

the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to 

its rules:  "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"?”  In other words, if you’re judging 

yourself or another’s faith based on rules that God has set aside, or that he has never even made, 

you’re a slave to your rules, not free in Christ.   

The first warning is about going back to those God-given Old Testament laws. Even though 

Jesus had freed them from the Mosaic laws, those special laws given to the Israelites at Mount 

Sinai in their desert travels, the Judaizers thought it would be good to bring them back, to go 

back to the “good ol’ days.”  Even though God said otherwise, they thought that following such 

laws made them better Christians, a cut above.  He’s a Christian, but I’m a Christian that doesn’t 

eat pork.  He’s a Christian, but I’m a Christian that still goes to the tabernacle on Saturday.  

Paul argues that those things weren’t even the real deal.  “These are a shadow of the things 

that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”  “Jewish converts to Christianity, 

you’ve been freed from such regulations,” Paul says, “They were just a shadow.”  God’s OT 

                                                 
60 It’s not just me.  Paris Hilton was as usual all over the news this summer.  She violated her parole and had to 
go to jail.  The warden released her for health reasons before her time was up.  This didn’t sit well with the 
judge.  He sent her back.  The cops came to her home, threw her in the back of their cop car and away she went 
back to jail with tears in her eyes.  She didn’t want to go back to a cell, even a cell built for a rich celebrity.  She 
likes her freedom. 

61 I also think of Jonah.  Jonah ran from God.  He didn’t want to share the Word because he knew the Word 
would work with his enemies in Nineveh.  He didn’t want his enemies converted.  God stuck him inside a 
stinky, filthy whale’s stomach.  After three days, God had the whale spit Jonah out on dry ground.  He didn’t 
dive back in the Mediterranean waters to chase down that whale and worm his way back inside.  He had 
freedom.  He ran to Nineveh to serve his neighbors with the gospel of Jesus Christ—now that’s freedom 

62 You are free from the condemnation you deserve for breaking God’s law.  “There is no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1)  You are free from the power of sin.  “Sin shall not be your master, 
because you are… under grace.” (Romans 6:14)  You are free from death.  You will die, but “Death no longer has 
mastery over” you.  (Romans 6:9)  You are free from the Mosaic laws, human traditions and human rules.  “It is 
for freedom that Christ has set us free.” (Galatians 5:1)  You are free to serve God and your neighbor without 
fear.  “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 
serve one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13) 
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laws served a purpose.  A shadow serves a purpose.  It lets you know that the real deal is coming, 

even if you don’t see it coming.
63

  Hebrews 10 puts it this way, “The law is only a shadow of 

the good things that are coming-- not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, 

by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make [you] perfect.”  All the 

sacrifices of the Jews, year after year, day after day, did not earn them an ounce of God’s favor.  

They only reminded them of their sin and their need for a Savior.
 64

  Guess what?  He’s come.  

The reality is here and it’s Jesus.  He actually brings forgiveness of sin and freedom. 

In Christ we are freed from human regulations.  Why go back?  The sinful nature has to try.  

Everyone enters life with this attitude that he can do something to get right with his Maker.  It’s a 

bad attitude, but we all have it.  Theologians call it the “opinio legis.”  In other words, you 

always want to go back to the law.  Grace says otherwise, but the sinful nature keeps on beating 

the drum: “There is something I must do.”  Ascetics beat the drum:  “Do not handle! Do not 

taste! Do not touch!"”  These are like the old blue laws.  Don’t drink.  Don’t gamble.  Don’t 

smoke.  They added rules to the freedom God gives.  They fooled God’s people, “Then I’ll be a 

better Christian.  He’s a Christian, but I’m a true believer or better Christian because I do this or 

don’t do that.”  In Galatians, Paul warns, “You who are trying to be justified by law have 

been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.” (Galatians 5:4)  If you want 

to rely on what you do or don’t do, or who you are, if that is your confidence before God, even in 

just a small part, you are destroying your faith in Christ.  Yet, that is the sinful nature.  We have 

freedom in Christ, but it wants to drag us back to being slaves to rules.
65

 

In Christ, we are freed from such soul-damaging human rules and desires.  “Since you died with 

Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you 

submit to its rules?”  What a gift of grace!  Did you hear it?  You died with Christ.  Me?  Yes, 

you, living, breathing, listening child of God.  You died with Christ.  It’s a fact.  It’s a done deal.  

Everything that enslaved you has been put to death on that cross of Calvary.  Jesus Christ means 

freedom from condemnation.  Jesus Christ means freedom from the power of sin.  Jesus Christ 

means freedom from the power of death.  Jesus Christ means freedom from the Mosaic laws, 

human traditions and human rules.  Jesus Christ means freedom to serve God and neighbor 

                                                 
63 If you see the shadow of someone you love, you don’t run up to that shadow and hug it or shake its hand or 
hold on to that shadow for dear life; that would be ridiculous.  You go to the source of the shadow—whose body 
is making it?  The reality, for us, is found in Jesus.  We hug him, shake his hand and hold on to him because he 
gives freedom.   

64 In fact, if you hang on to the law, whether God-given or man-made, for your salvation, even a part of it, it just 
means more sin for you.  It will only drive you away from God.   

65 In our culture and time, we’re just as likely in spite of our freedom to enslave ourselves to the master “More.”  
It’s always about “more.”  We always need more.  I need more money.  I need more education.  I need more 
work.  I need more leisure.  Some are slaves to their money—they can’t hardly part with a dime or they can’t 
settle for what they’ve been given.  For some, we might as well return to slavery or indenture servitude.  They 
take pride and find their worth in the excessive hours they are away from home and on the job.  In search of the 
ever elusive and self-indulgent American, good standard of living, some enslave themselves to large car and home 
and credit-card debts.  We have to have “more,” right now.  How quickly we forget that we are free in Christ, 
our all-Sufficient Savior, in whom we already have everything!  We have freedom in Christ, but want to go back 
to being slaves to our desires. 
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without fear.  Let freedom ring like the trumpets of Easter morning!  We are free at last!  As sure 

as Christ walked out of the confines of his dark tomb, we are free at last!
66

 

The Savior’s voice in the inspired Word of God supports Paul’s gospel, “It is finished.”  Not, “It 

is finished, if…”  No.  “It is finished.”  Paid for.  Done.  Complete.  Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient 

for salvation and freedom.  Put your conscience at ease, Colossians.  Paul says, “Don’t let 

people judge you by Sabbath rules.”  Sabbath means rest.  Jesus Christ is our Rest.  “Come to 

me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)  Rest is 

freedom from work, obligation, regulation.  Jesus Christ is your rest and freedom.  Why go back?  

Don’t.  Freedom in Christ
67

 is way too awesome, it’s way too enjoyable, it’s way too confidence-

building. 

 

Colossians 3:1-11 ..................................... Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Heavenly Thinking 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 

things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who 

is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, 

whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 

greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk 

in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such 

things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie 

to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on 

the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here 

there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, 

but Christ is all, and is in all. 

                                                 
66 There is so much freedom in Christ, stress relieved, burdens removed.  Take a deep breath and relax in Christ.  
Over history, evil people have tried to burden God’s people with this opinion legis.  The Pharisees of Jesus’ day 
did extra work for everyone to see and then laid these rules on people’s consciences.  The Judaizers of Paul’s day 
wanted to go back to the OT rules.  The Roman Catholic Church of the last 1500 years wants you to do your 
best to cooperate in your conversion and salvation to fill in the gaps where Christ has removed the sin.  The 
Calvinists of the last 500 years want you to look for the assurance of your salvation not in Christ alone but in 
whether or not you, a so-called Christian, are having success in life, visible blessings from God.  The Arminians 
of the last 500 years want you to look for the assurance of your salvation not in Christ Jesus alone but in 
whether or not you did the work to choose to accept Jesus or not into your heart.  The social gospel folks of the 
last 100 or so years want you to find the assurance of your salvation in whether or not you are sufficiently 
helping out your poor and down-trodden neighbor.  When will it ever be enough?  When will we ever hit the 
line where God says, “Good enough”?  When will he hit perfection under these conditions?  How high is over 
and above enough for the Pharisee?  How far back does the Judaizer want to go?  How much satisfaction does a 
person have to make?  How much blessing does a hard-worker need to find?  How much and for how long do 
you need to choose and keep on choosing?  How many of the needy must you help?  Will you ever do enough? 

67 The Bible goes on and on about your freedom in Christ.  Galatians 5: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us 
free.”  John 8: “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  Romans 8: Christ Jesus has “brought [you] into 
the glorious freedom of the children of God.”  Peter encourages, “Live as free men, but do not use your freedom 
as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.” 
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Paul gives a strong warning
68

  here; did you hear it?   He says, “Set your minds… not on 

earthly things.”  The wrath of God is coming against earthly thinkers.  

Ok.  Earthly thinking is bad, but is heavenly thinking really that good?  “He’s so heavenly 

minded, he’s no earthly good.”  Have you ever heard that saying?  It’s a powerful trap to 

Christian thinking. “Well, I don’t want to be no earthly good.  I better not be too heavenly 

minded.”
69

   

Paul sets up an attitude adjustment in Colossians 3—think heavenly.
 70

   This comes on the heels 

of 8 other sections of hearing the Good News: Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient. That makes such an 

attitude adjustment natural for the child of God.  Jesus Christ has done everything for our 

salvation, to give us faith, to redeem us from sin, death and the devil, to reconcile us with God, to 

unite us, to give us a full life, to grant us this extraordinary freedom.  Now he’s in heaven, 

ascended, victorious and here’s the attitude adjustment:  “Set your hearts on things above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”  He’s in heaven.  Where else should are 

thoughts be? 

What is earthly thinking?  Some Colossians also seemed to be saying, “A little of the old, pagan 

worship (idolatry) never hurt nobody.”  Earthly thinking comes in the form of bad attitudes.  

“Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality
71

, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed
72

, which is idolatry.”  These things are so bad, you need 

                                                 
68 When you hear a warning, does it get your attention?  Warnings go out all over today.   Where doesn’t the 
surgeon general warn us about something?  When you see an Amber Alert do you really start looking for that 
“grey Ford sedan license plate…”  Do you even read the warning on your TV screen during your favorite episode 
of 24, American Idol or the big football game or are you only annoyed that some warning bar cuts off half the 
picture and that “beep, beep, beep” sounds over important dialogue?  You don’t even read it.  A severe storm, 
tornado or hail may be coming, but “Get that off my screen!  Grrrrrgh!  I’m watching my program!  The satellite 
signal better not go out again.”  We’re skeptical, we’re preoccupied, we’re numb to them.  When you hear a 
warning, do you listen?  The wrath of God is coming against earthly thinkers. Half-listening maybe you thought, 
“Mmm-hmm.  Stinks to be them.” But Paul warns you against earthly thinking.  

69 The phrase is to describe Christians who supposedly have their heads so stuck up in the clouds and their nose 
so deep in the Bible that they dress funny, talk funny, act funny and otherwise can’t relate to the rest of the 
world.  I don’t want to be that guy.   So, we Christians try to keep a good dose of the earthly close to us just to 
be sure, just to make sure no one says that about us. 

70 This is as good a spot as any in the letter to note Paul begins his typical 2nd part of a letter, the so-called 
“sanctification” half. 

71 Sexual immorality is all around us.  We notice it.  We even talk about this unfaithful or scandalous celebrity or 
that.  Meanwhile we look right past our own heart.  If it’s outside of marriage, it’s a sin.  If it’s on your 
computer, the wrath of God is coming.  If it’s in your conversations, the wrath of God is coming.  If it’s in your 
heart, checking out that good looking girl at work, the wrath of God is coming.  That’s earthly thinking.  
“Ahh… but it’s just in my heart.  I didn’t act on it.”  Paul says “impurity, lust, evil desires.”  He puts these things 
right next to each other, same level.  There’s a distinction, but there’s not.  Those who have committed the act of 
adultery know the consequences they have to live with.  If you want to ruin your life, act on your evil desires.  
But, know this: the impurity, lust, evil desires, they bring God’s wrath just as well.  It’s earthly thinking. 

72 Greed is all around us.  We notice it.  We even talk about this overly rich, looking to get richer celebrity or 
that.  Meanwhile we look right past our own heart.  If it’s outside what God has given to you and made yours, 
it’s a sin.  It’s not just a desire to have and acquire material things.  It’s the sum of all sins: to want what God 
doesn’t give us, to want what God doesn’t want for you.  That’s why it’s idolatry.   That’s why you too trample 
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to kill them.  “Put to death.”  No one’s ever gone to jail for bad attitudes, so we think they’re no 

big deal, or we let them go on.  It’s just in my head.  Paul says, “No.  Kill them.”   

Again, we think, “Bad thoughts don’t put you in jail.  Lust or greed never hurt anybody else.”  

The rich man thought so.  He was simply building bigger barns for his tremendous blessings.  He 

was being prudent, a wise steward apparently.  God says, “You fool.”  God knows the heart.  

God says, “Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.” 

But Jesus Christ, the Lord of Heaven, already has come for you to rescue you.  Christ Jesus from 

heaven became your sin to make you a citizen of heaven.
 73

   Now that’s heavenly thinking!  

Here’s the beauty.  We’re heavenly thinkers in Christ, because Christ first thought about us 

earthly creatures.  

What is heavenly thinking?  Paul shows us heavenly thinking: “Christ, is your life!”  When we 

talk about extreme devotion to something we say, “Football is his life.  His work is his life.  

Music is his life.”  For the heavenly thinking Christian it’s, “Christ is my life!  For me to live is 

Christ!  It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me!” 

Heavenly thinking doesn’t stick your head in the clouds to ignore the things of the earth, but 

rather, in Christ, it changes the way you view and treat the things of this earth.
74

   

Heavenly thinking changes the way you view your neighbor.   In heaven, in Christ, “There is no 

Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free.”  The 

gospel is the fact that Jesus is the Savior of all people with no regard to race, religious rites, 

culture or social status.
75

  We used to make such distinctions, but no longer.   

Heavenly thinking changes the way you treat your neighbor.   Paul says, “But now you must rid 

yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from 

your lips.  Do not lie to each other.”   We used to find a controversy where there was none or 

                                                                                                                                                             
all over the first commandment, every time you substitute, “Well, I want” in place of “What God wants.”  That’s 
earthly thinking. 

73 The Bible says this of the One who came from heaven.  “Being in very nature God... he made himself nothing” 
(Philippians 2:6) for you a sin bound, earth bound, hell bound sinner.  He came from heaven to earth to save us.  
He did not mount a throne, but a cross to pay our debt.  He did not envelope himself in a sea of gold coins or 
green dollars, but rather in a dark tomb for us.  Earthly thinking is sin, but that sin Christ has taken to the cross, 
where he was crucified for you, once and for all.  Martin Luther prayed, “Lord Jesus, you are my righteousness; I 
am your sin.  You became what you were not.  And made me to be what I was not.”  Christ Jesus from heaven 
became your sin to make you a citizen of heaven. 

74 Heavenly thinking changes the way you view what you have.  I remember my vicar year.  I drove a two-door 
Nissan Sentra from Chicago to Flagstaff, AZ.  Pretty much everything I owned was in there.  Somewhat 
humbling.  Who cares?  Maybe yours now would fill a whole truck.  That can be a bit humbling as well.  But 
heavenly thinking is a God-given contentment.  Greed wants to have more.  Christ is your life.  He’s your 
everything.  He says, “There’s no more to want.  With me you have it all.”  How comforting, how good it will 
be, to say on the day your Lord calls to its heavenly home the soul he gave you, “All this stuff can go to someone 
else.  I belong to Christ and that’s all I need.”  But think heavenly.  With all your greed nailed to the cross in 
Christ, you can even say that now.  

75 The gospel, the fact that Jesus became my neighbor, that he died for me, that he lives for me, changes the way I 
think about my neighbor because he did the same for him as for me.    
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make one where there was none.  We would fight with our neighbor.  We would be disagreeable.  

That was earthly thinking.  But, now, here is Christ, your life.  Be kind people.   In Christ, you 

can.  Speak nicely.  In Christ, you can.  Speak the truth.  In Christ, you can.  Before you open 

your mouth about your neighbor or with your neighbor, in Christ, ask yourself, “Is it true, is it 

necessary, is it kind?” 

Heavenly thinking is given and wrapped up in Christ.  “You have been raised with Christ, set 

your hearts on things above. “ It’s a done deal.  A fact in Christ.  You have been raised to this 

new life.
76

 “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”  It’s a done deal.  

A fact in Christ.
77

  You died to the old way of life.
78

  You have been and are now wrapped up in 

Jesus completely.  That is what God sees when he looks at you.  Paul elaborates.  “You used to 

walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.”  That’s the way it used to be.  In Christ, it is no 

longer.  That way of life is done, a “used-to-be.”  Now, “You have taken off your old self with 

its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 

image of its Creator.”  It’s a done deal.  It’s a fact in Christ.
79

  You used to be in your own 

sinful image.  Now you are being renewed in the image of God, your Creator.
80

   You were born 

an earthly thinker unable to think heavenly.  Now, God has made you a heavenly thinker.  What 

grace!  

Paul draws our eyes again to Jesus Christ, our All-Sufficient Savior.  “Christ is all, and is in 

all.”  Not might be.  Nor partially.  Nor “he’ll meet you half way.”  He’s your all for salvation, 

for your faith, for Christian living, for heavenly thinking.  Paul seems to say here, “Jesus Christ.  

I will say it again.  Jesus Christ.  I will say it until you can’t think otherwise.  Jesus Christ is your 

all and is in all.”  Now that’s heavenly thinking. 

 

Colossians 3:12-17 .......................................................... Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Peace 

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 

forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as 

you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in 

                                                 
76 Think of your baptism.  God made you an unbelievable, unbreakable, undeniable promise in baptism—he 
raised you up with Christ, a new life.   

77 Think again of your baptism.  He drowned your sinful nature.  It died.   

78 Compare Romans 6. 

79 Think again of your baptism.  Those sin-stained garments were removed by God and thrown in the trash heap.  
He’s covered you in Christ’s robe of righteousness, washed clean in the blood of the Lamb.   

80 The sinful nature, though, is like the bad guy at the end of an action flick.  You don’t just kill him once.  He 
always comes back.  So you kill him again each day.  Jesus Christ is the All-Sufficient weapon for this.  Drown 
him again in the waters of  baptism, in repentance every day.  Sinful attitudes attack.  Sinful actions happen.   
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word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

Iraq was in the headlines.  Go figure.  The news was this: Over 500 people were killed by truck 

bombs in north Iraq.  After a while, perhaps we grow numb to such news.  It’s just a number.  

The news reports included pictures of murdered children to make it more real.   That is about 4 

times as are in my congregation on a typical Sunday morning.  My question is, “How do people 

live like that, in a war zone, where you and your children are in constant danger, where your next 

step on the open street, in the market or even in your church has a high probability of being your 

last?”  Life in a war zone, life without peace… 

Sometimes we view parts of our own lives as a sort of war zone.  Maybe your job is a war 

zone.
81

  Maybe home is a war zone.
82

 Maybe church resembles a war zone to you at times.
83

  

Maybe it doesn’t matter where you are.  That inner war zone, that inner turmoil, seems 

inescapable.  What do you have to do to get rid of that ever present, nagging regret, guilt, pain, 

sick feeling?   

Is there a cure for this?  The fact of the matter is this: we have the most incredible peace.  As 

sure as God made us, as sure as he fulfilled his promise to us in Christ, we have the “peace of 

Christ.”
84

  It’s true, it’s real, no matter what, even when all around is conflict, even when life 

doesn’t feel peaceful, because Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Peace. 

We tend to live without it.  On August 15
th

, 1945 Japan surrendered to the United States to end 

World War II.  It was a time for peace.  Yet for many Japanese units and troops on some more 

remote islands, it took a year or more to hear of the peace, and some didn’t ever even believe it.  

Maybe you’ve heard of Hiroo Onoda?  This Japanese soldier was on one of the most remote 

islands of the Philippines in World War II.  Unfortunately, no one ever told poor Hiroo that the 

war ended in 1945.  For 29 more years Hiroo lived in jungles, avoided people he thought were 

enemy scouts, waiting for further orders from his superiors.  He would surrender at no cost.  

                                                 
81 Many breathe a sigh of relief as they take their Friday commute home for some R and R.  But, Monday 
morning always comes, and we stick our heads out of the protective foxhole known as the weekend, and 
oftentimes by 10am Monday morning you’re back in the thick of it.  Is there a cure better than TGIF for this? 

82 You leave work to fight with the kids, fight with the wife, fight with the house, fight with the yard work, fight 
with the bills.   

83 This is the place you really want to go to leave behind the stress and weariness of the rest of life.  It is even 
called a sanctuary, a holy place.  You’d think all the bad, all the evil, would stay outside, yet at times church 
resembles a war zone with conflicting interests, opinions, needs, wants, hurts.  Is there a cure for this? 

84 Aaron blessed God’s people, “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)  Isaiah 
prophesied, “For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given and he will be called… Prince of Peace.  Of the 
increase of his… peace there will be no end.” (Isaiah 9:6,7)  The angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14)  Jesus promises a peace that is different than the peace 
the world strives for or tries to offer, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)  Peter preached a message of 
peace: “[It’s the] good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.” (Acts 10:36)  Paul starts out nearly 
every letter he writes: “Peace is yours through Jesus Christ.”    
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Twenty-nine years he lived at war when there was peace.  That describes the Colossian church.  

God had declared peace, yet they lived as if though they were at war. 

That is why Paul takes the time to grab their attention in these verses and remind them of this 

peace in Jesus, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace.”  The false teachers had created an atmosphere of contention in the 

church.  God’s people were laying extra burdens on themselves and on others.  You must do this 

to be a better Christian.  They were judging other people’s faith and hearts based on these man-

made rules.  Church life had deteriorated so badly that remember: Pastor Epaphras traveled 1300 

some miles to Paul in Rome, “What do we do?  No one wants to go to church anymore.  It’s a 

mess.  It’s conflict.” 

Paul’s answer is that you are letting the wrong folks guide your decisions and judgments.  The 

peace of Christ is the guide and the judge.  The word for “rule” here has the picture of a judge or 

umpire at a game.  You may not agree with his call, you may kick dirt, pound on the plate, storm 

to the dugout, but if he makes the call, that’s what it is.  He rules.  Here the peace of Christ 

rules.
85

  You were called to peace by a God of peace.
86

 

It’s this peace with God which gives us peace with each other.  In Colossians 3:1-11 we took off 

those old sinful clothes.  We don’t have to put on the flak jacket instead.  Here are the new 

“peace” clothes: “Clothe yourselves with compassion…” and the list goes on.  Do you see 

Christ in these clothes?  Listen closely.  Galatians 3 says, “All of you who were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”  It’s the exact same word.  This is no more a 

harsh and burdensome command than the one the Good Samaritan gave to the man beaten, 

bruised, naked on the road to Jericho.  “Put on these clothes,” the very clothes that God in his 

grace in Christ Jesus wrapped you in at your baptism.  You are not at war; you have peace.  You 

do not need flak jackets at work, home, church or otherwise, you have Christ’s clothes; that is 

your peace.   

Peace means compassion.
87

  Compassion is more than just a simple feeling.  Compassion sees 

suffering and leaves your insides all rolled up, churned up, mixed up.  Compassion suffers with 

the suffering.  Compassion puts you in the place of the sufferer to bring them peace.  That’s the 

                                                 
85 As sinful human beings, Satan and our sinful flesh have ruled that it is good to make sure we get it our way.  
Yet, Paul draws us back to Christ.  The peace of Christ rules in our hearts.   

86 We call it a peace beyond all understanding because that is what Paul calls it.  Usually a peace agreement comes 
either because two bitter enemies are so worn down neither can sustain the fight any longer or because one of 
the two overpowers the other in the conflict and “peace” is imposed as defined by the victor.  This peace is 
different.  “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)  It’s a peace that is given freely.  It’s a 
peace that is radical.  We were hostile, enemies, fighting against God.  This was a one way fight, a losing fight, 
but rather than crush us, Christ died for us.  On the cross, Jesus suffered the most violent of deaths, to bring you 
peace.  He brought the peace that the world cannot give.  He suffered the punishment that brought us peace.  By 
his wounds our relationship with God was healed.  He signed the peace treaty between us and God with his own 
blood.  We have peace through the blood of Jesus.  Paul is saying, “Let that peace rule in your heart, people!” 

87 Jesus defines compassion.  See it when Jesus heard the grumbling stomachs of 4000 and miraculously fed them.  
See it in Jesus’ tender touch when he heard the begging of the leper with unkempt hair and clothes torn and 
ragged, the leper who had no business being anywhere near other people.  Yet, filled with compassion, Jesus 
reached out his hand and touched the man and healed the man.  See it in Jesus’ tender words to his mother at the 
foot of the cross where he hung in pain. 
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Samaritan when he saw that man on the road to Jericho.  It didn’t matter the conflict between 

Jew and Samaritan.  He went over to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 

Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day 

he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look after him,”' he said, “and 

when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.”  I’m sure that the 

Samaritan had other designs for this oil and wine.  I am sure he had other plans than an evening 

in a hotel with a stranger.  I am sure had something else in his budget for those two silver coins.  

Peace-born compassion changed that.   

Peace also means kindness, humility, gentleness, patience.  This is the Colossians’ new clothing.  

This is the way in Christ they could treat each other, bear with each other even when one sinned 

against the other, to forgive each other.   

If this is their new clothing, the belt that holds it together is love, Christ’s love.  A good belt fits 

all the way around you.  God’s people are wrapped up together in Christ’s love.  You can see it 

in his Word.  You can encourage each other with it.  You can sing psalms, hymns, spiritual songs 

about it.  You can thank God for it.  Whatever!  Let it rule in your heart because Jesus is All-

Sufficient for Peace. 

 

Colossians 3:18-4:1...................................... Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Christian Living 

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and 

do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases 

the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 22 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on 

you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 

since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the 

Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and 

there is no favoritism. 

4:1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you 

also have a Master in heaven. 

Christian living is easy when it is centered in Christ.
88

  The NIV entitles this section from 

Colossians “Rules for Christian Households.”  There are only 162 words in English to tell us 

how to live as Christian husbands, wives, children, parents, employers and employees.  We 

might think this is more complicated than it is, that it requires professional training or at least a 

                                                 
88 What a night!  It’s the Passover Feast.  You’re with the Master.  You don’t know it, but it’s time for him to go.  
He’s loved you, but now he *really* wants to show you that he loves you.  So he gets up while you’re eating, 
wraps a towel around his waist, pours some water in a bowl, gets down on bended knee and washes your feet 
and dries them with his towel.  Mind you, your feet haven’t been protected by a good pair of Nikes.  They’re 
stinky, filthy, dusty road covered feet.  I know what you’d say.  “No way.  You can’t wash my feet.”  Why?  
Because we couldn’t bear to do the same for our neighbor.  It’s below us.  But, he washes your feet because he 
loves you.  Then he says, “Do this for others.”  You say, “I don’t know if I can.” 
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firm grasp of some lengthy how-to manual.    But, here it’s 162 words.  God says it plain and 

simple. 

It’s so easy, a Christian can do it, because God makes it so easy.  You can tear apart the 

Scriptures and you won’t find a manual on Christian marriage.  You can read it from front to 

back and you won’t find a detailed guide for Christian parenting: do this; don’t do that.  We’d 

like that.  We want that.  The Bible doesn’t give it.  Rather, our God of grace, who gave us 

freedom from sin, gives to us a thorough-going freedom in the gospel.  The Colossian false 

teachers had rules, rules and more rules for their deeper spirituality they offered.  God, however, 

doesn’t so much give rules to his children as he gives roles and empowers us in Christ for those 

roles.  He equips you to carry out your role in Christ Jesus your Lord.  In other words, you have 

Christ Jesus, by God’s grace; therefore, “it’s so easy, a Christian can do it.”
 89

  Note the 

simplicity of the roles.
 90

 

“Christian wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.”  Submit doesn’t mean 

inferior.  It takes us back to the Garden of Eden.  What a blessing a wife is to her husband as a 

companion and helper.  It lifts the Christian wife’s eyes to the cross of her Lord to ask, “How can 

I serve my husband?  How can I help him?” 

“Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.”  This is agape love!  What a 

blessing a husband is to his wife as he loves her and lives for her.  Agape love lifts the Christian 

husband’s eyes to the cross of his Lord to ask, “How can I serve my wife?  How can I love her, 

to die for her, to live for her?”
91

 

“Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.”  Obey.  Do what they 

say.  Jesus obeyed his parents.  I am sure he wanted to stay at church in Jerusalem and talk 

“Bible” with the pastors there, but mom and dad said, “It’s time to go back to Nazareth.”  He 

went.  “In everything.”  There are no limits to this obedience; there is no time limit.   

“Fathers, [Parents] do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.”  Kids 

can be discouraged?  Sure, if they’re never encouraged.  Martin Luther said, “Spare the rod and 

spoil the child.  It is true.  But beside the rod keep an apple to give him when he does well.”  I 

have actually heard discouraged parents say, “I have nothing in common with my kids.”  You 

have the Lord.  Train them up in the way of the Lord and you all will be blessed as only God can 

bless. 

“Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything.”  Here Paul spills the majority of his ink.  It 

might be shocking to think that Paul would allow for slavery.  He doesn’t advocate its abolition.  

                                                 
89 Really, “it’s so easy, a Christian can do it.”  You’ve seen the Geico commercials, I’m sure.  The sophisticated 
looking caveman is riding on one of those airport, people conveyor belts and he sees the advertisement—“So easy 
a caveman can do it.”  He’s all upset, of course, at the insult.  Geico implies that getting an affordable insurance 
package is a piece of cake even for the most challenged.  Why?  Presumably because they make it so easy. 

90 Or, we could say, God doesn’t so much tell you what you *must* do, but who you *are.*  You are a Christian 
husband, a Christian wife, a Christian parent, a Christian child, a Christian employer or a Christian employee.  
Note the vocatives. 

91 I am not a family psychologist or sociologist; I have written no books on the differences between men and 
women, but this is simple: men and women are a blessing to each other to mutually serve each other in their 
God-given roles especially in marriage. 
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He addresses the role without condoning it as well.  To the slave he still says, “Love your 

neighbor.”   

He says to love your neighbor, but the slave doesn’t see a neighbor.  He sees a whip.  “Back to 

Christ,” Paul says, “Lift your eyes off of the earthly to the heavenly, to the Savior.”  “Whatever 

you do for the least of these,” Jesus says, “You do for me.”  We glorify Jesus.  We thank Jesus as 

we do hard service for others.  A slave at best gets some pay from his master.  But, you are due a 

reward and an inheritance.  When your boss doesn’t pay attention to your hard work, when your 

customers don’t appreciate your extra effort, when your co-workers drag your name through the 

mud, when work isn’t rewarding or you feel worthless, take heart; know you have an eternal 

reward and inheritance.  God will take care of the rest. 

“Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also 

have a Master in heaven.”  Enough said. 

We have so few words from Paul on Christian living.  It’s so simple, really, in Christ Jesus your 

Lord, the Master who served, who carried out his role
92

 perfectly for our salvation.  But, the 

Master’s service for you doesn’t stop at the cross and leap over your life here on earth into 

heaven.  He is All-Sufficient for your Christian living as well.  We all have a God-given role.  He 

sees to it that you are equipped for that role.
93

  You have a Christ-empowered ability to live out 

that role.
94

  That’s why it’s so simple.  Some may say, “If you knew my situation, you’d know 

that it’s impossible.”  Jesus says, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things 

are possible with God.” (Matthew 19:26)  Others say, “I can’t do it.  Trust me.  It’s not that 

simple.  It’s complicated.  It’s different than what you think.  I can’t do it.”  Paul by God’s grace 

and you too in Christ Jesus believe, “I can do all things through Christ who gives me 

strength.” (Philippians 4:13)  Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Christian Living. 

 

Colossians 4:2-6 ......................................... Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Christian Talking 

                                                 
92 Jesus is our example in living in our God-given roles.  Look at him.  He knew his God-given role for you.  He 
gave up the riches of heaven for you.  He submitted himself to the poverty of this world for you.  As mentioned 
before, Jesus, true God, obeyed mom and dad (remember, he created them).  He always followed his Father’s 
will.  Jesus, the Lord of all, washed his disciples’ feet.  Jesus, the Author of Life, loved his bride, the Church, and 
died for her, “to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but 
holy and blameless.” (Ephesians 5:27)  Why did he submit and serve?  To make you his own, to give you 
everlasting life, righteousness, innocence and blessing! 

93 Compare Ephesians 4:11,12 

94 If we examine our hearts, we could easily confess: It’s not that the commands are too hard to bear or too 
complicated to understand.  We hate our roles.  We hate to be defined.  “Don’t tell me who I am.  Submit to 
him?  Love her?  Obey them?  Say something good about them?  Are you kidding me?”  Your sinful nature hates 
its God-given role.  “What am I getting out of this?  I give; I don’t get.  What am I missing since I’m stuck in this 
role?  That person in that other role seems to have it better than me in my role.”  Take it to the Lord in 
confession and see his grace and power as your All-Sufficient Savior.  See Christ wiping the feet of his disciples; 
see Christ in very nature God become a human “because Dad said so,” because he loves you.  In Christ, your sins 
are forgiven.  If you live hating your God-given role, (1) your life will be miserable, (2) that’s a sin and your sin 
earns for you death. 
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Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God 

may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for 

which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the 

way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation 

be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 

Christian talking
95

 is summed up here in two words: prayer and praise.  We speak to Jesus and 

we speak about Jesus.  It means the Christian talks to Christ and about Christ.  But mostly, it 

means it comes from Christ.   

People like to talk.  But, here Paul raises an important question: “Are you talking the Christian 

talk all the time?”  The Greek here shows that Christian talk, both prayer and praise, is a full-

time activity, not part-time or when I want.
96

  I’m sure the talk was full-time in Colosse, but not 

centered on Christ. 

First, Christian talk shows up in a healthy prayer life.  Paul addresses this as a full-time activity 

in verse 2.  “Devote yourselves to prayer.”  Devoted.  That word in Greek means to say “full-

time.”  The Jerusalem church in Acts gave the church such full-time devotion.  Some 3000+ 

Christians would get together every day at church.  What did they do there?  Same word in 

Greek: They gave themselves “full time” to Bible Study, fellowship, the Lord’s Supper and to 

prayer.  Every day.  Prayer was part of the “full time” daily life of the Acts Christian.  A healthy 

prayer life is constant as it considers its Savior who listens and gives the best answers. 

A healthy prayer life is alert.  Paul says, “being watchful.”  Jesus needed his friends’ support.  It 

was the night of his betrayal.  He sweated blood as he prayed.  Meanwhile, the disciples were 

asleep on the job.  A disappointed Jesus said, “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 

temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” (Matthew 26:41)  Peter, James and 

John’s eyes were heavy with concern for themselves.  They were not alert to see a friend in 

anguished prayer a stone’s throw away.  Prayer doesn’t start when you close your eyes to pray.  

It starts when you open your eyes to see the reasons to pray: a blessing, a neighbor in need.  A 

healthy prayer life is alert as it considers how awesome is this blessing from God that I, a poor 

sinner, am rich in Christ to help my neighbor! 

                                                 
95 Here is a story about talking:  Junior was a country boy.  At age 14, he just quit talking, not a word.  For seven 
years, he didn’t say a single word to anyone.  At first, friends, family, everyone was astonished, but as the years 
went by, “Well, that’s just Junior.”  Then one day, Ma burned the biscuits.  She was scolding herself as she 
carried them to the table.  “Ma, you burned the biscuits,” Junior said.  Ma dropped the plate on the floor!  The 
whole family, jaws wide open, stared in shock at Junior. “Boy,” Dad said, “you haven’t opened your mouth in 
seven years!  Why not?  Why now?”  “Because,” Junior said, “up ‘til now, everything’s been okay.”  (This story is 
adapted from Lesson 3 of Pastor Kenneth A. Cherney’s NPH Bible Study on Prayer) 

96 More than I care to hear, people call the church a “volunteer” organization.  When there is less than desired 
participation in the church, they’ll say, “That is typical of any volunteer organization.  People have their full-
time jobs to worry about.”  The Bible doesn’t talk like this about the local church.  It is no more a volunteer 
organization than a hand “volunteers” to be a part of the body.  By God’s grace, the Church is a living, breathing 
Body of Christ with each doing its part continually in view of Christ, its All-Sufficient Savior.  That shows in 
Christian talk as well. 
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A healthy prayer life is thankful.  Paul says, “being… thankful.”
97

  Again, prayer doesn’t start 

when you close your eyes to pray.  It starts when you open your eyes to see the reasons to pray.  

How do you know what to thank God for?  He shows you in the Word.  If you could see it 

anywhere else, the unbelievers would pray with you.  How do you know that food on your table 

is from God?  How do you know that new baby, that new job, that narrowly avoided accident, 

that roof over your head, that next birthday, that salvation full and free in Jesus Christ is from 

God?  The Bible tells you so.  If you’re not in the Word, Satan will have you soon looking at 

your own hands and praising your own efforts.  But, God’s Word draws your eyes again to him, 

your God of grace: “He gives me the ability to do this!  God has had mercy on me, a sinner!”  A 

healthy prayer life is thankful as it sees the boundless blessing of God in Jesus! 

A healthy prayer life prays with others for others.  Paul continues: “And pray for us, too, that 

God may open a door for our message.”  Literally, “pray together” for us, that is God’s wish.  

Paul, the apostle, needs prayers!  Last summer, I went with the youth on their yearly evangelism 

trip to Weslaco.  A church sign on 281, the never ending highway, read, “If you want a better 

pastor, pray for the one you already have.”  I thought, “How sad that the pastor would feel a need 

to put that on the sign.”  Yet, today, Paul says, “Pray for us.”  What a powerful way to bring 

God’s blessing and success to our individual churches as more and more members pray that the 

pastor is in the Word, understands it, has opportunity to share it and communicates it well to 

young and old, the hurting, the sick and dying.  

This brings up a second thought from Paul.  We pray for an open door “for our message.”  That’s 

praise.
98

  We call this evangelism.  Christian talk is as much about praise as it is about prayer.  A 

healthy prayer life prays for the gospel, that God would give us open doors
99

 and open mouths to 

proclaim his praise before all!  An open door is all a salesman wants because the more that hear 

his spiel, the more will buy his product.  An open door is all the evangelist needs because the 

gospel is the power of God for salvation.   

Paul asks, “Pray that I may proclaim [the gospel] clearly, as I should.”  Literally, Paul says, it 

is necessary to proclaim the gospel.  But, not just for Paul.  Paul adds, “Let your conversation 

be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”  
Again, literally, it is necessary, for you to proclaim the Gospel.  In other words, this is not 

optional or volunteer work.
100

  It is necessary because God says so, but mostly it is necessary 

because this is the greatest thing that will ever happen in your life, that God, the Creator of all, 

looked for you, called you by name, found you, washed you, made you his own, all in the name 

of Jesus, to guarantee you the riches of heaven for all eternity with this Jesus.  That’s something 

to talk about with others!  Amazing grace: that God will bring salvation to someone who 

desperately needs it through you!   

                                                 
97 Remember this “thankful” prayer?   “The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I 
am not like other men-- robbers, evildoers, adulterers-- or even like this tax collector.” (Luke 18:11)  Now that’s 
thanksgiving, right?   

98 We praise God as we speak this message about Jesus to others.  We praise God as we speak about God’s free 
gift of salvation through faith in front of others.   

99 What a bold, yet Godly prayer!  Give me an open door, God, to praise you before others!   

100
 Or “the job of the professionals” as members sometimes say of their pastors. 
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Are you talking the Christian talk?
101

  Here is the reason for Christian talk: the All-Sufficient 

One talks.  If we want to talk the Christian talk, first we need to see Christ talk.
102

  Jesus spoke, 

“Today salvation has come to this house… for the Son of Man came to seek and to save 

what was lost.” (Luke 19:9,10)  Jesus was at Zacchaeus’ house, you know, the “wee little man.”  

Zacchaeus, an accomplished tax man, knew how to talk people out of their hard-earned money.  

His mouth made him rich.  He was lost in sin and Jesus found him.  Jesus spoke Good News: the 

Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost!  Now, Zacchaeus had a something to talk 

about: what Jesus did for him!   

Jesus Christ spoke about God and spoke to God.  He prayed and his prayer always had his people 

in mind.  We see Jesus on bended knee in Gethsemane.  “May your will be done,” he perfectly 

prayed to his Father.  Then he got up and went to that cross for you.  He saw the sinner and 

prayed from the cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing.”  

Wrongly accused, innocently murdered, he prayed for your forgiveness and then he finished the 

sacrifice for your sins.  That’s Good News!  “My God prays for me and for you!  My God saved 

me and you!”  We have reason for Christian talk to Jesus and about Jesus, our All-Sufficient 

Savior. 

 

Colossians 4:7-18 .................................. Christ Jesus is All-Sufficient for Christian Fellowship 

Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and 

fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may 

know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. 9 He is coming with 

Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything 

that is happening here. 10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does 

Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to 

you, welcome him.) 11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only 

Jews among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to 

me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is 

always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature 

and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at 

                                                 
101 Paul’s talk is plain and simple straight talk.  Pray and praise, always be ready to give Bible-based answers to 
people’s questions.  Paul says, “Love your neighbor, pray for him and praise God around him.”  It’s that simple, 
Christian talk.  It’s not the complexity of God’s will that causes us to stumble.  It’s not that we don’t know what 
to do.  It’s that we don’t want to do it; it’s our sinful nature to avoid Christian talk.  God says, “always,” we say, 
“on my time.”  We wait for burnt biscuits to open our mouths in prayer to Jesus.  How about praise and 
evangelism? Excuses fall flat before your God.  “I don’t have time” (God gives the perfect amount of time).  “I 
don’t know what to say, I’m not a trained professional” (God gives his Word, devotion materials and Bible Study 
opportunities, he even promises his Spirit to give the words to say).  “I don’t think they’ll like my ‘fuddy-duddy’ 
church” (practice all these excuses in front of the mirror as if you’re saying them straight to God).  Jesus warns, 
“Whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.” (Matthew 10:33)  For how 
long will you insist on refusing to praise the name of Jesus before others, to talk about Jesus before your 
children, your neighbor, your co-worker?  For how long will refuse to invite a friend to hear the Good News at 
church?  Jesus warns you, “I will disown you before my Father in heaven.”  That is a long time. 

102 We speak to God because he first spoke in love to us.  We speak the gospel to others because God first spoke 
it in love to us.   
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Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. 

15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her 

house. 16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the 

Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea. 17 Tell Archippus: "See to 

it that you complete the work you have received in the Lord." 18 I, Paul, write this greeting 

in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. 

A good friend is hard to find.
103

  How do you identify such friends?  Paul gives us some insight.  

As he closes out his letter to the Colossians, Paul identifies such good friends that surround him 

in his life.  The folks Paul mentions have been by his side in his ministry and even now in his 

imprisonment.   These are fellow Christians.  These are fellow co-workers in the gospel.  Only in 

Romans does Paul include such a similar lengthy list of greetings in an epistle, but it adds 

warmth and a “personable-ness” to the letter.  You sense joy in his heart as he considers the 

fellowship that he and the Colossians enjoy because of these friends.  In a letter whose theme is 

Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient, we finish Paul’s letter with the thought Jesus Christ is All-

Sufficient for Fellowship.   

There’s an awesome Bible story for all of these friends of Paul: Tychicus,
104

 Aristarchus,
 105

 

Onesimus,
106

 Mark,
107

 Epaphras,
108

 Jesus, called Justus, Luke,
109

 and Demas.  We could say a lot 

                                                 
103 With people changing jobs every few years on average and moving equally as fast from one home to the next, 
it’s hard to find time to develop strong and lasting relationships.  We live on top of each other in urban America, 
but we shut ourselves to other people with tall fences, closed doors, on-line shopping and entertainment geared 
towards the individual.  With all those obstacles, a good friend is hard to find.  Proverbs 14 says, “Wealth brings 
many friends,” but are those the kind of friends we really want?  What about when the money dries up?  
Proverbs 17 says, “A friend loves at all times.”  A true friend sticks through such disasters.  Proverbs 18 says, 
“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”  
You can have a lot of buddies, but a real friend sticks closer to you even than blood. 

104 We find a friend in Tychicus.  Look at verses 7-9.  Paul calls Tychicus “a dear brother, a faithful minister and 
fellow servant in the Lord.”  He trusts him to share Paul’s story with the Colossians.  He trusts him to bring real 
encouragement to the Colossians.  The faithful in Colosse were on retreat.  The false teachers with their human-
made rules for distinguishing between “good, better, and best” Christians had beaten down God’s people.  Paul’s 
letter would encourage, but a friend like Tychicus, Paul knew, would bring God’s truth and encouragement to 
their hearts.  You can trust a Christian friend like Tychicus.  He was by Paul’s side on his difficult journey to 
Jerusalem where Paul knew that prison, hardships and maybe even death awaited him.  He was by Paul’s side 
during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome.    A faithful friend sticks by your side in the most difficult of troubles. 

105 Look at verse 10.  There is Aristarchus, Paul’s friend who volunteered to be by his side in prison so much so 
Paul calls him “my fellow prisoner.”  Can you imagine a friend who’d volunteer to join you in prison?  He too 
stuck with Paul through thick and thin.  He was with Paul during the riots in Ephesus.  He sailed with Paul to 
Rome.  He was shipwrecked with Paul.   

106 Onesimus is a story of the depth of Christian fellowship, that unity we share in Christ that destroys all human 
made distinctions and barriers.  He is the subject of Paul’s letter to Philemon, written at the same time.  He was a 
runaway slave from Philemon, a Christian.  He fled to Rome.  In Rome, he met Paul, heard the gospel and 
became a Christian.  Here is trust born of a faithful friend.  Paul tells Onesimus, “It is right to go back to your 
master,” and he goes!  Here is Christian love born of a faithful friend.  A runaway slave deserved death.  Paul 
writes Philemon, “Forgive him.  Take him back, not just as a slave, but as a fellow believer.”  Paul doesn’t even 
call him a slave.  Onesimus is “our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you.”  A faithful friend encourages 
Christian love and forgiveness, shares the gospel with you, and follows God rather than his own self. 

107 Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, the author of the gospel, is another story of the depth of Christian fellowship.  
Mark had been selfish and immature.  He quit on Paul during his first missionary journey.  Paul wasn’t ready to 
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of these friends of Paul.
110

  As we consider the temptations that the congregation in Colosse 

faced and that we face today, such faithful friends are necessary.  When you fall down 

spiritually, such a friend will pick you back up with the Word of God!     

Unfortunately, just as we recognize the value of such friendships, we also sadly see the 

limitations of such friendships among sinners in a sinful world.  Here Paul is surrounded by 

friends during his time in prison when he was under house-arrest.  Later, however, Paul was 

alone in a cold, dark prison in Rome.  In 2 Timothy near the end of his life, he writes, “Only 

Luke is with me.”  Some friends could no longer stay by his side.  Others abandoned him in his 

time of need.  “Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone.” (2 

Timothy 4:10) 

How about Jesus’ closest friends, the disciples?
 111

  How about us?
 112

  Fellowship flourishes 

among faithful friends, yes.  But, we know that people are not always the most faithful of 

friends.  That is why the title of this section remains “Jesus Christ is All-Sufficient for such 

Fellowship,” even for such friendship because such fellowship is based only on God’s grace in 

Jesus, our Best of Friends.   

                                                                                                                                                             
trust Mark on his second journey.  But, by now Mark had matured.  Now Paul holds no grudge.  Now Mark is a 
faithful helper in Paul’s ministry.  Now Mark had ministry work to do around Colosse.  Paul says, “If he comes 
to you, welcome him.”  A faithful friend forgives your faults and holds no grudges. 

108 Look at verse 12.  You remember Pastor Epaphras.  For some reason, he can’t go back to his job as Pastor of 
the Colossians.  He can only send greetings.  But that doesn’t take away a good friend.  Paul says of Epaphras, 
“He is always wrestling in prayer for you.”  A faithful friend wrestles in prayer for you.  Paul also says of 
Epaphras, “I vouch for him that he is working hard for you.”  A faithful friend speaks well of you.   

109 Luke is, of course, the author of the Gospel that bears his name and Acts.  We know how well he helped the 
mission work of Paul. 

110 Do these folks, friends of Paul, resemble your friends?  Look for such friends.  Pray for such friends.  Thank 
God for such friends.  There are those who need to hear Paul’s warning in Corinthians, “Bad company corrupts 
good character.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)  There are others who sadly have little time for such friends.  There are 
others who stubbornly or proudly consider themselves more islands of rugged individualism even among God’s 
people.  How can we develop such God given fellowship and friendships in our churches?   

111 We also think of Jesus’ closest friends, the twelve disciples.  They vowed with bravado to go to Jerusalem with 
Jesus and to fight for him and even die with him if necessary.  What greater friends can you have?  Yet, when 
they saw the mob that came to arrest Jesus, they fled in fear, one even so quickly he lost his clothing and fled 
naked.  One betrayed him to his enemies.  Another denied even knowing him. 

112 We like to sing “What a friend we have in Jesus!”  Yet, we should take a moment to see if deserve such a lofty 
title, a friend of the Lord.  Are we such the faithful friend to do these things for Jesus that we have just seen?  
Stand by his side in trouble?  Join him in prison?  We might ask the question, “Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?” (Matthew 25:44)  
“When could I have been such a friend to Jesus?”  He replies, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for 
one of the least of these, you did not do for me.” (Matthew 25:45)    With all his authority, he sends us out to all 
people of all nations.  He would call them friends.  Yet among Jesus’ friends, we find enemies, we find people we 
hate, we find people against whom we hold grudges, we find people we won’t forgive.  It doesn’t matter that 
Jesus says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  What only matters to my sinful nature is how I feel about so-and-
so who annoys me, who hurt me, who is not like me.  Perhaps the most difficult part in finding a faithful friend 
in this day and age is you yourself and your sinful nature.  Jesus says, “Love your neighbor.”  We say, “Maybe 
some of them.”  When we fail to obey his commands, we make ourselves enemies of God, not friends. 
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As usual, Paul ends his letter writing in his own hand, “Grace be with you.”  Four words.  The 

sum of Paul’s letter.  The sum of the Scriptures.  The sum of the Christian message.  The sum of 

your faith.  Grace.  God’s undeserved love in Jesus, our All-Sufficient Savior. 

Paul doesn’t end by saying, “You’ve read my letter; now go do it.”  He writes, “Grace be with 

you.”  No other religion gets it.  If you want Nirvana, Buddha says to follow his Eightfold Path.  

If you want the path to Allah, there are five pillars to observe.  For the Scientologist, the modern-

day Gnostic, it’s the big secret.  For some, it’s the Ten Commandments.
113

  For others, it’s follow 

in Jesus’ steps as your example.  Even for many Christians, we meet God part way.  For many, 

it’s about what we supposedly do for God.  It’s only about what God demands.  But for Paul, it’s 

all grace.  It’s about what God did for us.  It’s about a God who would call his enemies “friends.” 

That is what Paul has in mind when he says, “Grace be with you!”  See Jesus.  Here is a Friend.  

“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13)  
He laid down his life for you to forgive you.  He actually calls you his friend.

114
   

So, “Grace be with you” is our life.  It reminds us that Jesus is our Best Friend in all days, in all 

ways.  Even when he knew Judas’ betrayal, he still loved him enough to warn him!  When he 

knew Peter’s weakness, that he would deny him, in love Jesus warned him.  When Peter did deny 

him, when he was torn up with guilt, Jesus in love forgave him and restored him as a disciple, 

apostle and friend.  Is it any different for us?  What a Friend we have in Jesus, our All-Sufficient 

Savior! 

Concluding Remarks 

Paul takes the approach of not mentioning the Gnostic errors directly, presumably to not give 

them any weight or credence.  Is there modern Gnosticism?  Sure.  I think of cults like Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, Mormons, Christian Scientists (Mary Baker Eddy’s followers), Scientologists, 

Masons, Judaism, Reverend Moon and his Unification Church of Christianity, Transcendental 

Meditation folks, and others.
115

  They all “use” the Bible when it serves their evil purposes, even 

its terminology emptied of its content and replaced with a human philosophy.  We could also see 

Gnosticism in any false teaching that adds to the All-Sufficient Word, if we so desire.  As the 

great post-modern Humpty Dumpty said, "When I use a word, it means just what I choose it to 

mean - neither more nor less."  The great theologian, Alice, however, responded, “The question 

is whether you can make words mean so many different things.”  I prefer Paul’s approach.  

                                                 
113 We don’t even keep the summary of God’s Ten Commandment: Love God and love your neighbor.  We 
don’t keep the law.  The law just shows us our sin.  The Gospel shows us our Savior.  Here is grace: that Jesus, 
the Son of God, come in the flesh, has done everything, yes everything, well, very well, to keep God’s law for 
you, to bear your sin for you, to be punished for you, to die for you not because of anything you have done for 
him, but because of his great love for you!  What a Friend we have in Jesus! 

114 Here is a Faithful Friend: When you are sick, he carries your infirmities; when you are distressed, he carries 
your sorrows.  He speaks a word of peace to you when you are troubled.  He speaks a word of rest to you when 
you are weary.  When you face the valley of the shadow of death he promises to be by your side—he has gone 
before you!  “I lay down my life-- only to take it up again.” (John 10:17)  Your Best Friend promises you, 
“Because I live, you also will live!” (John 14:19) 

115 For a more in-depth look at many of these Gnostic cults, see Professor Richard Balge’s paper in the WLS essay 
files on line at http://www.wlsessays.net/authors/B/BalgeAnalysis/BalgeAnalysis.rtf.  He shows its origins in 
Eastern religions, especially Buddhism. 
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We’re better served by simply emphasizing the all-sufficiency of Christ, his Word and especially 

his Gospel.  Again, Paul suggests, “Know the Real Deal Jesus.”   First, he simply speaks the 

truth of Jesus.  Second, he repeats the truth of Jesus.  Third, he elaborates on the truth of Jesus.  

And if you don’t get it after all that, repeat steps 1-3 as needed. 


