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AFRICA

Zambia - A January visitation by the Administrative Committee for Africa found the
national church's boards and committee's functioning well and pro-actively discussing
ways to outreach to other countries l ike Mozambique, Uganda, Zimbabwe and Congo.
The LCCC - Zambia formally approved long-range plans which will bring WELS
missionaries in from the villages by 2008 and give increased attention to urban ministry.
A training program for wives of seminary students is being provided through Judy Voigt
and Amanda Paltzer; the training includes l i fe skil ls for health and home and the learning
of English.

Malawi - Plans are being finalized to call a third missionary for the Lutheran Bible
Institute (LBl). With this added staff, more can be done for the continuing education of
national pastors and for education through distance learning. At the end of October, a
comprehensive trip to Mozambique was conducted to focus on a proposed strategy for
starting a mission in that country.

Nigeria - Christ the King Seminary completed the second year of its three-year program
in March. The seminary anticipates ten graduates in spring of 2008, with three graduates
to Christ the King Lutheran Synod and seven for All Saints Lutheran Church. In July
2007 Doug Weiser will visit the field. He'll be traveling with the team of Pastors Joel Nitz
and Todd Goldschmidt.

Cameroon - The Lutheran Church of Cameroon (LCC) is functioning without a full t ime
missionary. The LCC has 17 national pastors. Kingdom Workers Jim and Ginger Schlote
returned to the United States in March.

CENTRAL AFRTCA MEDTCAL MfSS|ON (CAMM)
Malawi - A fifth mobile clinic began in May 2006 in Kamphoni. Two new congregations
have begun as a result of our presence. The total number of patients seen at the five
mobi le c l in ics in 2006 was 41 ,122 This is a 5% increase from 2005 and 65% of the
patients were children under the age of f ive years. The most prominent diagnosis in all
pat ients is malar ia.

Zambia - As of December 2006, for the first time, an expatriate nurse is not present at
our medical mission in Mwembehzi. A national is now in charge of the clinic. Members of
the Central Medical Mission wil l  be visit ing in June2007 to evaluate this change.

JAPAN/EUROPE/ASIA

Albania - Two ESL classes are held in Durres with an average attendance of 10 and
four classes in Tirana with an average attendance of 38. The Sunday school in Tirana



has increased in attendance to 38. These children joined the Durres Sunday School for
the Christmas program in Durres, where about 20 parents and adults attended.
Missionary Ahlers conducts Sunday morning English worship in his home, and may
move this soon to the center. Average worship attendance in Durres for 2006 was 81.
He has also asked his lay leader to begin taking more time for studying and working as
an evangelist, paying him 10,000 Lek (about $105) a month. A visit was made by Pastor
Koelpin and Danny Wehmeyer last fall and new JEA AC member, Ron Drecktrah and
Pastor Paul Hartman visited in February. Pastor Hartman wil l  explore possibil i t ies of
expanding mission outreach through l iterature.

Bulgaria - The Bulgarian Lutheran Church has increased in numbers about 260
baptized souls and 188 communicants with three deaconesses and four pastors serving
a church body that delights in offering worship to the Lord. Plans to reach out to
neighboring communities include regular devotions, Bible classes, and VBS summer
camps offered by called workers of the national church.

Japan - Plans for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Japan field are underway. Pastor
Habben's retirement call has been approved for funding by Kingdom Workers. Pastor
Oshino has lasting effects from a stroke suffered in 2005 and may have to retire.
Teaching and preaching help wil l  be needed in Ashikaga. Three men and one woman
graduated from the lay training program in Tsuchiura in March 2007.

Russia - Our Russian congregations are served by three missionaries, two Russian
pastors, and one Russian vicar. Worship attendance approaches 120 a week and
Sunday school programs thrive in Akademgorodok, lskitim, and Novosibirisk. Our
missionaries serve stations in Reftinski and Listviyanski where 50-60 children gather for
Bible lessons on a monthly basis. A continued relationship with Sergei Smirnykh, the
tent-ministry pastor of the congregation in Voronezh has helped our attendance for the
Bible lessons. Pastors Phil Koelpin and Mark Paustian wil l  visit in February.

LATIN AMERICA

Brazil - In the far south of Brazil the focus is on theological education, training, outreach,
and gathering. Because of this work the congregation is growing steadily. Progress
continues on a land search to build a chapel and community center. In far western Brazil
Pastor Charlie Flunker serves the largest WELS-affiliated Lutheran congregation The
missionaries' emphasis is on outreach and equipping national leaders. Neighborhood
Bible schools (escolinhas,) and friendship evangelism have been powerful tools for
reaching out with the Gospel. In two years, or so, the national church wil l  have two to
three fully formed national pastors and wil l  be in a better posit ion to continue functioning,
should it become necessary to withdraw our expatriate manpower.

Colombia - With the polit ical situation improving, Latin American Traveling Theological
Educators (LATTE) instructors are able to visit Colombia again to complete the
unfinished training of national pastors and to mentor the Colombian church.

Dominican Republic - Groups are meeting in Santo Domingo, Santiago and San Pedro
directed by national leaders. The techniques for outreach used by the Santiago
congregation are: neighborhood presentations of The Passion, mass handouts of lhe
Promise, baseball nights, camps and aggressive street evangelism.



Mexico - Mexico has six congregations, four missions, and two exploratory missions.
The seminary in Torreon is training five students. The national church serves over 500
souls in five metropolitan areas. Over thirty prospects show interest in membership
classes in Puebla and exploratory work is being done in Huamantla, about 1.5 miles
away. In August the Mexico City congregation was turned into a preaching station and
exploratory work is being done in Pachuca, a bedroom community of Mexico City.

Mission to the Children - In northern Sonora, just south of the Arizona border, are
communities thri l led to have the guidance of a resident missionary, Ron Baerbock.
There are a number of recent baptisms and renewed interest in the preaching of the
word. In 14 vil lages, about 300 gather regularly to hearthe word of God.

Portugal - Pastor Artur Villares seryes confessional Lutheran congregations in Lisbon
and Porto (Gaia), the first WElS-affiliated presence on the lberian Peninsula. There is a
new group of Christians being served by Pastor Villares in the city of Ponte de Lima.

Puerto Rico - Steps are under way to have the Puerto Ricans submit confessional
statements to the Commission on Inter-Church Relations for review. lt is hoped that at
some point, a formal declaration of confessional unity can be celebrated at a synod
convention. The Puerto Rican church is enjoying a strong sense of confessional
Lutheran identity and close fellowship among its members, however, it also struggling
with an aging membership, dwindling church attendance, and overworked national
pastors in tent ministries.

Latin American Traveling Theological Educators (LATTE) - This program has
enabled ministry to continue in several fields where we no longer have expatriate
missionaries. LATTE has matured as a program and is beginning to bring maximum
effectiveness to the work in Latin America. LATTE serves 28+ seminary students
throughout the six f ields it serves. Additionally, Bible Institute students are served by
members of the LATTE team. missionaries and nationals.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

f ndonesia - Geraja Lutheran Church wil l  celebrate its Twentieth Anniversary in2007.
The national church's membership now numbers over 1000 souls. Seventy percent of
the membership is in some form of Bible study weekly.

Nepal - A field/teaching visit was made in October 2006 by Pastors Harold Essmann
and Paul Hartman. Thirty two people were present for two weeks of intensive Biblical
training. Our national contact and his coworkers are using humanitarian aid in the form
of medical cl inics in mountain and remote areas to open doors for bringing the Gospel to
the Nepalese. The recent earthquakes have changed the building codes resulting in an
additional request to the World Mission Building Fund for the construction of a modest
building to store Scripture materials and provide classroom space.

Pakistan - Pastors Harold Essmann and Paul Hartman visited in October 2006. Many
souls are being reached in a difficult part of the world by the alternate mission strategies
of humanitarian aid and l iterature distribution. Our contact is going to enclose the third
floor of his hospital to provide storage and classroom space for the Bible
Correspondence Courses in Sahiwal.



Taiwan -The Kingdom Worker ESL program continues to have attendance of over 100
students per week. Everlasting Happiness Lutheran Church in Lukang held a special
service in November 2006 celebrating the purchase of the land on which the church is
located. The World Mission Building Fund assisted with the purchase.

Thaifand - A second congregation named "By Grace Alone" has been formed in Chiang
Mai. Twenty students are enrolled in the Bible Institute and seminary program in Chiang
Mai. Kingdom Workers volunteers continue to be a great asset in our reaching out efforts
in Chiarrg Mai

India - There is now a three man team in India. The Seminary has over 75 enrolled in
the seminary and Bible Institute program. Persecution of some Christians has been
experienced. One pastor and his congregation were relocated for safety reasons. Ways
to build bridges to the Gospel are: humanitarian aid, orphanages, and Christian schools.

NATIVE AMERICA

The Apache Christina Training School (ACTS) is going through a trying time. lts director,
Kirby Spevacek, is recuperating from the auto accident that took his wife's life and
severely injured his daughter Roxanne. lf you would like updates on Kirby and Roxanne
check: www.caringbridge.org/visiUspevacek. Audrey's victory service was held Monday,
February 12. Please keep Kirby and Roxanne in your prayers.

John Kurth and Gary Haag are teaching most of the ACTS classes. The ACTS Board of
Directors is calling a director to serve following the retirement of Pastor Spevacek who
announced his plan to step down as of June 2007 . Currently classes are being offered at
East Fork, Cibecue, Peridot and Bylas.

In other news former missionary Art Guenther secured the new lease for WELS northern
reservation properties for the next 25 years. Because donations are not keeping pace
with expenses, the East Fork Lutheran School's board of control decided to close the
high school portion of the school. East Fork Principal Rich Carver and the board of
control are investigating what it would mean to have a charter high school on the
reservation.

For additional information on any field, go to: http://vvww.wels.neUjump/nameoffield Example:
http://www.wels.neljump/Mexico For the security of our missionary families, national workers, and those we
are reaching with the Gospel, the Board forWorld Missions has chosen NOT to post information about
select mission fields. The public posting of such material could endanger the people or the work being done.
lf you would like to know about our activity in a specific part of the world and do not find the information on
our website, please contact the wodd mission office at worldmissronsgro up@sab.wels.net with your
questions.


