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Introduction 
 
Consider the following quotes: 
 

“As a parent, you are the most important influence in your child’s success in 
school and in life.” (National PTA) 
 
“To me it seems clear that our society is seriously malfunctioning in its role of 
preparing children for adulthood.”  (Vance Packard, “Our Endangered Children”) 
 
“America’s families and their children are in trouble, trouble so deep and 
pervasive as to threaten the future of our nation.  The source of trouble is nothing 
less than a national neglect of children by those primarily engaged in their care – 
America’s parents.”  (White House Conference on the Family) 

 
Consider also the following scripture passages: 
 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 
(Proverbs 22:6) 
 
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training 
and instruction of the Lord.  (Ephesians 6:4) 

 
It should be clear to us from these quotes and passages that a ministry that targets the 
training, equipping and encouraging of parents is not only God-pleasing, but also 
necessary in today’s society.  Personally, I believe that a ministry that targets parents 
should be one of our top priorities, because the effects of one parent can have far 
reaching effects, whether positive or negative, for generations to come.  One only has to 
review the long line of kings in ancient Israel to see how the failings and poor parenting 
of one bad king led to generations and generations of similarly bad kings. 
 
So the need for training and equipping parents is there.  The challenge is what 
parenting program(s) can be used or developed in order to meet those needs?  If we 
look inside the WELS there is a program called Faith Stepping Stones and other 
parenting resources (mainly books).  Outside of the WELS, there are several parenting 
programs out there to choose from – some of them good, some of them not so good.  If 
we are going to look outside the WELS, it is important for us called workers to review 
and evaluate these programs, and choose programs that are based on Biblical 
principles, or at least choose programs that do not conflict with Biblical principles.  It is 
also important to evaluate programs to determine how effective the methods are, how 
cost-effective are they, how easy are they to conduct, etc.  
 
The following is an evaluation of a parenting program that is fairly popular within 
America.  The program is called “Becoming a Love & Logic Parent.  It is my hope and 
prayer that this evaluation will not only help you understand this particular parenting 
program better, but that it will also give you some suggestions and ideas for your own 
personal evaluation of parenting programs and resources.  I also hope to give you some 
encouragement to make parenting programs a valuable ministry at your church. 



Background of the “Becoming a Love & Logic Parent” Program 
 
The “Becoming a Love & Logic Parent” seminar is one of several parenting and 
teaching resources/programs that are offered by the Love & logic Institute for parents 
and teachers.  The Love & Logic Institute and its sister company, School Consultant 
Services, are based out of Golden, Colorado.  The co-founders of the Love & Logic 
Institute are Jim Fay and Foster W. Cline, M.D.  Jim Fay has 30+ years of experience in 
education as a teacher, principal and administrator, and is also a parent of three.  
Foster Cline is an adult and child psychiatrist as well as the father of three biological 
children, one adopted child, and several foster children.  Fay and Cline act as speakers 
and consultants within the Love & Logic Institute.  Another key member of the Love & 
Logic team is Charles Fay, Jim Fay’s son, who was raised with Love & Logic principles 
and is a child/family psychologist, speaker and consultant. 
 
Why the terms “love” and “logic?”  Foster Cline and Jim Fay describe it this way: 

Effective parenting centers around love: love that is not permissive, love 
that does not tolerate disrespect, but also love that is powerful enough to 
allow kids to make mistakes and permit them to live with the 
consequences of those mistakes.  Most mistakes do have logical 
consequences.  And those consequences, when accompanied by 
empathy – our compassionate understanding of the child’s 
disappointment, frustration, and pain – hit home with mind-changing 
power.  (Cline/Fay, p.13) 

 
Besides the “Becoming a Love & Logic Parent” seminar that is taught at our church, the 
Love & Logic Institute offers many other products and services including: 

- books 
- audio tapes and CD’s 
- articles and newsletters 
- conferences 
- speaking engagements 
- consulting services 

 
Background of this Program at Holy Word 
 
My wife Cindy and I were first introduced to this parenting program when we attended a 
seminar at an Austin area church in October of 2003.  Pastor Patterson had heard 
about the program and suggested that we attend to see how we like it and to consider it 
for more Holy Word families.  Cindy and I were impressed by the simplicity and 
effectiveness of the techniques, and decided to investigate offering the program at Holy 
Word for our own families, and for the community as an outreach tool.  Holy Word 
Lutheran Church has offered the “Becoming a Love & Logic Parent” seminar 
approximately every 6 months since March of 2004.  We have a team of individuals who 
help to both coordinate and teach each seminar.  That team is made up of an elder and 
his wife (parents of three teen-agers), a member who is married to a man with terminal 
cancer (parents of two boys – a teen-ager and a son in elementary school), and Cindy 
and me (parents of three children – 8 yrs, 6 yrs, and 2 yrs).  In addition to the seminars 



we have given at Holy Word, Cindy and I have also taught the class at Cross of Christ in 
Universal City, TX, at Lord of Life in Friendswood, TX, and at Christ the Rock in Round 
Rock, TX.  We have also held Love & Logic follow-up discussions or open forums for 
past participants at our church.  Our seminars have drawn anywhere from 12 to 43 
participants.  Initially, the participants were mainly our own members, but since the 
initial seminars we have had as many as 24 non-members at a seminar. 
 
We have conducted most seminars in a Friday night, Saturday format, but we have also 
conducted a 6 week seminar, one night per week.  The 6 week seminar was attended 
by the most people we have ever had.  I have also heard of this seminar being offered 
in a condensed format (2 nights focusing on just the basic concepts), and also a 3 day 
format, one half-day of seminar each day. 
 

Basic Concepts of the Program 
 

1. Allow children to experience as many real-world situations as possible in order to 
prepare them for the world.  In particular, allow children to make many mistakes 
when they are young, when the price is small and when there is short term 
discomfort, in order that they don’t make many mistakes when they are older 
when the price is much greater and there can be long term pain. 

2. Offer appropriate choices to children within limits in order to share control 
Examples:   “Would you like juice or milk?” 
  “Would you like blue socks or brown socks?” 
  “Would you like to clean your room or hire me to do it?” 

3. Guide children to own and solve their own problems   
4. Set limits for children using thinking words vs. fighting words, and enforceable 

statements vs. unenforceable statements 
Example:   “You’re not going to talk to me that way!” vs. “I’ll be happy to 

talk to you when your voice is as calm as mine.” 
5. Respond to children’s failures and mistakes with love and empathy vs. anger and 

lecturing, and allow consequences to do the teaching 
 
The program is broken down into 7 modules.  Except for module 1 (introduction) and 
module 7 (summary/closing), the modules generally focus on one of the concepts given 
above. 

 

Sample Video Clip 

 

 

 

 



Evaluation Considerations 

1. How well does the program reflect Biblical principles? 

2. How effective is the program in structure and format? 

3. How easy are the concepts to understand and implement? 

4. How effective are the implemented concepts? 

5. How effective is the program as an outreach tool? 

6. How much does it cost to offer the program? 

 

Strengths of the Program (both in parenting principles and as a viable church 
program) 

1. It is based on Biblical principles such as: 

a. reacting with love and empathy vs. anger and harsh words (Proverbs 
15:1) 

b. The parenting methods presented (except for the lack of the gospel) 
model God’s interaction with us (i.e.giving children choices, and the 
opportunity to make decisions and even fail in order to learn from mistakes 
and mature) 

As they (children) grow older, we move from protecting them to preparing 
them.  One of the ways we prepare them is to give them more options to 
make choices in their lives.  God gives us their childhood to let them practice 
making decisions under our roofs.  (Kimmel, p.107)   

2. The methods and techniques are easy to learn and apply – This program is not 
filled with a bunch of theory that the parent then needs to figure out how to 
practically apply.  Instead, the program gives the exact words to say and actions 
to take for various situations. 

3. The methods have shown to bring parents a sense of freedom, and help make 
parenting fun again. 

4. Facilitating the course is relatively easy – In fact, the producers of the course 
prefer that you are not the “expert” when facilitating this course, but instead ask 
you to follow the words, videos, and format presented in the facilitators guide.   

5. The program format is entertaining and interactive – As mentioned above, the 
program uses short, humorous video segments.  Participants follow a handbook 
that incorporates questions and exercises to help them understand the concepts 
and apply them to their specific home environment and situations. 



6. The program format addresses the three learning modalities (auditory, visual, 
and kinesthetic) 

7. There are plenty of additional support resources available – The Love & Logic 
Institute offers plenty of books, tapes, CD’s, on-line articles, seminars taught by 
the founders of the program, a very helpful 800 number (where you actually talk 
to a human being), etc. 

8. There can be a long-term return on cost 

9. The program allows for inclusion of the gospel (i.e. devotions, prayer, scriptural 
examples) 

10. It can be an attractive outreach tool –  

a. Love & Logic has become a popular, well-known program 

b. families are looking for parenting help 

c. cost for participant can be kept fairly low 

11. The program has proven valuable for children who suffer from ADD and ADHD 

 

Weaknesses of the Program 

1. Love & Logic is not a Bible-based, or Christian program – Although this program 
incorporates some Biblical principles as mentioned above, the seminar material 
does not include any scripture, or references to Jesus or Christianity.  Because of 
this, the importance of the Christian faith and spiritual nurturing in a child is not 
really touched.  My guess is that the program has been secularized in order to 
appeal to a broader audience.  (In ways this is a negative aspect of the program, 
but also a positive in that it can draw the lost into a church and gospel 
environment.)  

2. Behavior changes are mainly law and consequence driven.  Gospel motivation is 
non-existent.  The Love & Logic parenting methods do indeed change behavior 
in children, and do it quite well.  And as Bible believing Christians, we recognize 
that there is a place for the law and consequences for the Old Adam in our 
children.  However, we also recognize that the law alone cannot motivate our 
children nor enable them to produce fruits of faith in a God-pleasing life.  Only the 
gospel can do that. 

It is true that the threats and demands of the law may get results, even 
outward obedience.  But it does not prompt the good works that are 
pleasing in the sight of God.  Only the gospel of Jesus Christ fills the 
sinner’s heart with such gratitude that he desires to obey God’s 
commandments.  (Fischer) 



3. Forgiveness is not really touched on in the seminar material 

4. The seminar moves along at a pretty good pace with plenty of information being 
presented.  Participants can often feel overwhelmed with what has been 
presented and may feel ill-equipped to remember and/or implement the methods.  
Love & Logic recommends targeting one new method from the seminar and work 
on perfecting that method before moving on to the next.  Some of these feelings 
can also be helped when the seminar is offered in a one night per week, for 6/7 
weeks format which allows for more time per module, more time for questions 
and application to personal situations, and time to practice techniques in between 
meetings. 

5. The program covers the spectrum of childhood stages (toddler, elementary, 
middle school, high school) in a short amount of time.  Having a seminar that 
focuses on one or two of these stages might be more helpful. 

6. The initial cost to get started is high ($700 for the facilitator’s guide) – although it 
can be recovered over the long-term through participant fees 

 

Comments from Past Attendees 

“I consider the love & logic concepts to be practical to implement.  They're very 
user friendly ideas as long as both parents are willing to implement them 
together.  I found specific ideas to be great for work with youth.  I even suggest that the 
seminar be given to those who are about to serve as tutors in our prep schools.” 

“Have 2 separate classes: one for young kids, and one for teens.  Maybe even 3 
classes: one for toddlers, one for middle aged, one for teens.” 

“The cost is great.  I think $25 is nothing for what I've gotten from the class.  And $35 for 
couples is a great discount.  I'd easily pay that every time if you asked.” 

“The videos are a great tool. They provide both a visual and auditory learning 
environment.  Awesome how love and logic is available in CD's, books, DVD’s, etc. – 
meeting anyone on their level.” 

“Easy to understand concepts.  It’s important to implement them a little at a time.” 

“I think the seminar is very cost effective and well worth the money. I think for the most 
part, understanding the concepts is easy, but I've seen lots of errors in the 
implementation of them.  I do know that the program lacks on bringing in 
law/gospel. The facilitators have the control over that, but the program itself 
leaves it out.” 

“The teachings are very easy to learn and retain.  The biggest benefit that my son 
and I have comes from regularly thinking through the question 'What will the future bring 
if I do not allow my child room to make this mistake and learn from it now?'  The training 
freed me to enjoy my child.” 



“It would be useful to break the groups up when you teach the classes (i.e. families with 
teenagers versus families with young children).” 

“Implementing the techniques learned in the class is important in order for parents to 
see that the methods (i.e. choices) do indeed work.” 

“The concepts are easy to follow and to implement and the child learns rather 
quickly the consequences of his action when he does something wrong.  It is such a 
common sense and practical kind of class. It definitely works if you stick with the 
concepts.  The value of this class is enormous and the cost is very minimal.” 

General Positive Results of this Program at Holy Word Lutheran Church 

1. It has provided a valuable parenting resource for Holy Word members, members 
of other churches within the district, and people within the community. 

2. It has provided an opportunity to proclaim the gospel to and share the love of 
Christ with several unchurched people including two lesbian couples. 

3. It has allowed for development of relationships among team members. 

4. It has allowed for several service opportunities among Holy Word members (high 
school youth childcare, providing meals and snacks for participants, various 
promotional and advertising activities, participant follow-up, etc.). 

5. We have added several people to our prospect list from these seminars. 

 

Suggestions for Offering This or another Parenting Program for Outreach in the 
Community 

1. Contact foster parent associations – These parents are required to take so many 
hours of parenting classes per year. 

2. Handout registration packets to area schools, childcare centers, YMCA’s, etc. 

3. Send a personal invitation to your prospect list (get creative with when and how 
you send invitations to a parenting class) 

4. Make use of area parenting and family activity magazines, and any publications 
offering free advertising 

5. Put together a team to organize, promote and conduct your programs 

6. Use posters, pre/post/between service displays, and personal letters to 
encourage members to attend 

7. Give each member a referral form 

8. Offer a free meal(s) and free childcare (get your youth involved) 



Recommendations 

The “Becoming a Love & Logic Parent” seminar, along with the other products from the 
Love & Logic Institute, can be a useful ministry for a church.  It has practical methods 
that are easy to understand and implement, which is extremely refreshing for today’s 
parents.  The format of the program is interactive and entertaining for the audience.  It is 
relatively easy for a church to get started offering the program, and the program does 
allow for inclusion of the gospel in a Christian environment.  For all of these reasons, it 
can be a great outreach tool.  With that being said, it is important to understand that this 
is not a Christian or Bible-based program.  For churches offering this program, it will be 
necessary for facilitators to stress the importance of a gospel foundation in the home 
where forgiveness and gospel motivation reign, since these are lacking in the Love & 
Logic approach.   
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