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Your Commission on Evangelism (COE) is here to be your congregation’s friend.  We are here to serve 
you by helping you evaluate how you are managing the means of grace God has so mercifully granted to 
us. We don’t exist to make pastor feel guilty, but to help pastor and congregation appraise, estimate, plan 
and arrange strategies pertaining to reaching the lost with the gospel. May we share some ideas with you?    
 

School of Outreach (SoO) 

This past year no Schools of Outreach were held in our district. According to 
schedule, Arkansas churches attended in 2000, Houston area in 2002, 2003 in the 
DFW area, and in 2005 in the Austin area. Let me ask, “How often do you encourage 
your members to attend one of your Bible Information Classes?”  Answer: Once 
every five year.  The same could apply to the School of Outreach.  Bring along your 
church leaders and have an intensive weekend of planning and creating vision for 
your church.  Why?  To share Jesus’ love with people the best we can! There are no 

SoO scheduled in 2007 in our district. However, God willing, your SCD-COE will schedule a SoO 
for your area in 2008. If you would like more information, please go to: www.wels.net/evangelism 

and click on School of Outreach. 

 

District Evangelism Seminars 

As part of the North American Outreach emphasis, the COE is offering a series of 
special evangelism seminars to congregations; Assimilation of new members, 
Locating and Nurturing Prospects, Friendship Evangelism, and this year we will 
introduce Welcome Worship into the seminar arsenal. 

As you know, these seminars have been hosted the past three years around our 
district. We are thankful for the 16 congregations that attended the assimilation 
seminar and the 11 congregations that have attended the 
Prospecting seminar. If your congregation hasn’t made 
use of these opportunities, please contact me.  Finally, 
this past year the COE developed an “in-house” seminar 
on Friendship Evangelism, we have provided materials 

to sell at the display, or you can order them on-line. 

 



Your WELS Commission on Evangelism has just completed the next seminar dealing with Worship 
Welcome. Please pay attention to the announcements for this seminar taking place near your church 
in the coming year. For instance we may conduct a Worship Welcome seminar at Camp Shiloh the 
weekend of November 9th and 10th, 2007.  
 
Future Seminars that are planned: 

– 2008: Building Bridges to the Community 

– 2009: Use of Technology for Outreach; Publicity 

– 2010: Evangelism Planning and Organization 
 

 

WhatAboutJesus.com had nearly 30,000 hits in the past three month.  
Another part of the www.WhatAboutJesus.com ministry are the Daily 
Devotions.  “Daily Devotions” is sent out every week Monday through 
Friday through e-mail.  

Resources 

� Outreach Newsletters 2006 is a collection of twelve one-page articles designed to help 
congregations reach out with God's Word to people in their parish areas and on their prospect lists. 
To provide flexibility for use of these newsletters, we supply them as electronic files recorded on a 
CD. A Spanish translation is included on the disk. The cost of the CD is $25.00 plus shipping. It is 
a WELS product sold at NPH. It is also available on the table display today! 

 

� Evangelism Sunday materials are provided for congregations to focus on evangelism at a special 
worship service. If your church hasn’t conducted an Evangelism Sunday recently, perhaps you 
could give it a try. You may also wish to include a series of fliers from NPH entitled, “I AM” or 
“What about Jesus” or watch for the new series coming from NPH soon. If your congregation is 
already giving evangelism periodic emphasis, God bless you.  

 

� Sharing Jesus with the Word – Media Program  The WELS Commission on Evangelism has 
developed a media program designed to help your congregation communicate to people in your 

area about your church and its ministry. There is a Sharing Jesus With The World brochure on 
the display table. 

 

� Thrivent Outreach Grants:  Last year the COE distributed grants (up to $5,000 per 
congregation) totaling $60,000.  Any catch?  Yes!  You have to have attended a School of 
Outreach in the past year.  While this doesn’t apply to anyone here this year, let’s remember this 
for the next time you get to attend a SoO in your area! And, if you want a SoO in your area, now is 
the time to start planning for one.  Talk to me today! 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  Pastor John Hering 
 


