
REPORT OF THE SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT MISSION BOARD 
Pastor – Teacher – Delegate Conference 
Holy Word Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas 

January 24-25, 2007 
 

Do you want your church to grow?  Do you want to help start congregations throughout Texas, the 
United States and around the world?  I’m sure your answer is “Yes, of course.”  How do we 
accomplish that?  First of all, it is not we who accomplish it – it is the Lord.  How does the Lord do 
that?  Through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments.  These are the 
means he has given us to use. 
 
I am reading a book given me by one of the men in a Bible class about the ministry and preaching of 
George Whitefield.  Whitefield saw the apathy in the Church of England in the 1700s and decided to 
do something about it.  He didn’t start an advertising campaign, he didn’t change the worship style 
the people were used to; he preached the Word.  One of the sermons I read was thirty-one pages 
long based on Jeremiah’s words, “The Lord Our Righteousness.”  The sermon was nothing else than 
sin and grace, law and gospel.  That’s what our work is all about whether we are pastors, teachers or 
laypeople.  Yes, we will use advertising to get the message out.  Yes, we will provide worship that 
meets the needs of the people we are striving to reach.  But the focus of our work must always be a 
clear presentation of sin and grace, law and gospel. 
 
Your South Central District Mission Board (SC-DMB) is here to assist you in that work. We are here to 
hold up your hands as you offer God’s Word to the people in your area of concentration.  We are 
here to help you broaden your view of the opportunities around you. 
 
Right now we are working in the following areas: 
 
Katy, Texas – Victory of the Lamb – Pastor Nathan Buege 

The ground is broken, the work has begun, and by the summer you will be invited to the 
dedication of their new worship facility!  Current membership is 67 communicants, 99 souls, 
with an average attendance of 75 per Sunday.  There are presently six people in the BIC class. 
This spring the congregation will face a financial challenge when the rent for their storefront 
worship facility jumps an extra $1450 per month after their lease expires before they can 
occupy their new worship facility.  They have raised $219,000 of their $280,000 building fund 
goal. 
 

Killeen, Texas – Abiding Faith – Pastor Joshua Martin 
The Iraq war has had it effect on this congregation taking away many of its leaders. The 
congregation recently met with WELS Kingdom Workers Builders for Christ to discuss plans for 
their permanent church building.  Current membership is 67 Communicants and 94 souls.  
Average attendance was 40 in December with two people in the BIC.  Nine of the 18 children 
in their December Christmas for Kids program were unchurched. 
 

San Antonio, Texas – Living Hope – Pastor Christopher Goelzer 
Living Hope is reorganizing itself with the counsel of Mission Counselor Pastor Ed Schuppe.  
They are looking for a new permanent location and a place where they can conduct weekday 
meetings and classes.  Current membership is 41 communicants and 83 souls.  Average 
attendance is 70 with seven people in BIC.  One hundred one people attended their Children’s 
Christmas Service with 22 of them being prospects. 



 
Round Rock, Texas – Christ the Rock – Pastor Matthew Doebler 

Christ the Rock is a daughter congregation of Holy Word, Austin.  They have completed their 
incorporation and their charter membership was 41 communicants and 78 souls.  Average 
attendance was 77 with 4 in BIC and 25 in Sunday school (“Little Rockers”).  They are quickly 
outgrowing the worship space in the public library and are looking for a facility that will serve 
for worship and other activities and provide for other outreach possibilities. 
 

Your DMB is also working with other district congregations, assisting them in their outreach 
ministries. 

Abiding Faith, Fort Worth, Pastor Nate Bourman – Eastland, Texas outreach 
(They conducted a winter canvass and a very successful Christmas song service in Eastland.) 
 
Christ the Lord, Houston, Pastor Larry Schlomer – Sienna Plantation outreach 
(Regular Bible study is being held in the Sienna Plantation area. The group is looking for a CEF 
loan to purchase property and erect a building suitable for a preschool program.  They 
recently received a gift in excess of $100,000 for this purpose.) 
 
Cross of Christ, Universal City, Pastor David Schneider – Outreach to the Cibolo area north of 
San Antonio.  (The congregation purchased land for future expansion in this area.) 
 
Atonement, Plano, Pastor William Gabb – Outreach to Denton, north of the DFW area. (The 
congregation has several members interested in spearheading this effort.) 
 
Holy Cross, Oklahoma City, Pastor John Strackbein – Future outreach to Norman, OK. (Holy 
Cross has members in the area who could become a nucleus for this work.) 
 
Trinity, Temple, Texas, Pastor John Koester – Outreach to Waco, Texas. (There are members 
of the Temple congregation living in Waco and have requested assistance in considering 
mission work there.) 
 

In addition our Hispanic consultant, Pastor Michael Roth, assists our district with Hispanic outreach 
from his office in Round Rock, Texas. 
 
Are there other areas where we should be looking?  Can we assist you in some way?  Please let us 
know how we can help you present sin and grace, law and gospel! 
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