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 The Book of Daniel can be divided into two sections. Chapters 1-6 make up the 

historical section of the book. They describe historical events that happened in Babylon 

over a period of about seventy years. Chapters 7-12 make up the prophetic section. They 

record a series of dreams God gave to Daniel, visions of future events. Daniel can also be 

divided into two sections according to language. Chapters 2-7 are written in Aramaic. 

Aramaic was the international language of the time; much like English is today.  Chapters 

2-7 of Daniel were therefore written for the benefit of the world. Chapters 8-12 are 

written in Hebrew. These chapters were written for the benefit of the children of Israel. 

The seventh chapter of the Book of Daniel is a pivotal piece that unifies the entire book. 

It also serves another important purpose. It leads the international reader, the Gentile, to 

understand that the Lord God Almighty is in control of all nations and hence all history. 

This leads the Gentile reader to seek out more about the Lord God of Israel. As each 

prophecy is revealed the Book of Daniel ultimately it leads every reader to the promised 

Messiah, Jesus the Christ.  

 

Chapter 7 

 7:1  In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and 

visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed. He wrote down the 

substance of his dream. 

 The setting for Daniel’s vision is the first year of King Belshazzar, probably 553 

B.C. Babylon was still the leading nation in the world, but its power was declining. 

Belshazzar was the last Babylonian king to reign when it collapsed before the attack by 

Medo-Persians under Cyrus. The vision described in this chapter came to Daniel when he 

was about sixty-five. 

The dream consisted of several visions. Daniel understood the importance of the 

visions and the fact that they came from God. Thereby God revealed to Daniel important 

information about the near future and the far distant future. Are the prophecies of Daniel 

true? Undoubtedly, yes. As proof, Jesus Christ himself calls Daniel “the prophet Daniel” 

in Matthew 24:15. The very fact that Daniel wrote down these prophecies while they 

were still fresh in his mind, and the great mass of essential details laid down bear out the 

hand of God. Such detailed prophecy is significant evidence of the inerrancy of Scripture.  

 

Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts 

 The vision that Daniel saw in a dream deals with the same subject matter found in 

King Nebuchadnezzer’s dream that Daniel interpreted in chapter 2. Both dreams deal 

with the rise and fall of nations. As in chapter 2, four successive empires rise and fall, and 

are followed by the establishment of God’s eternal kingdom.  

 

 2  Daniel said: "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the 

four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. 3  Four great beasts, each different 

from the others, came up out of the sea. 



 Daniel’s vision describes the disturbed state of the world that will usher in the rise 

of four world powers that appeared on the pages of ancient history. The continuous 

“churning up the great sea” represents the political unrest and turmoil in the world during 

the five centuries before Christ. 

  

The First Beast: Nebuchadnezzer and Babylon 

4  "The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until 

its wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet 

like a man, and the heart of a man was given to it. 

A lion with wings may seem strange to us, but it didn’t to Daniel. The first beast 

of his vision represents the Babylonian Empire, or more specifically, great King 

Nebuchadnezzer. Archaeologists have uncovered winged lions symbolically guarding the 

palace gates in the Empire’s capital city. Therefore, the winged lion was an emblem of 

Babylonian power; much like the bald eagle is a symbol of the Untied States of 

America’s power. 

While Daniel was watching the effective power of the first beast was destroyed. 

Its wings were torn off which prevented its rapid movement. It was lifted off the ground, 

which prevented it from striking its enemies. The statement “given the heart of a man” 

refers to Nebuchadnezzer’s bout with insanity. After the humiliation of his insanity there 

was a change in Nebuchadnezzer. He came to resemble a human being and no longer 

lived in the fields like an animal. He was no longer motivated by his lust for power.  

 

The Second Beast: Medo-Persia 

5 "And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It 

 was raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. 

It was told, 'Get up and eat your fill of flesh!' 

The empire that toppled and succeeded Babylon was the Medo-Persian Empire of 

King Cyrus. The statement “It was raised up on one of its sides” seems to refer to the 

greater importance of the Persian segment of the Medo-Persian alliance. This beast was 

greedy for prey. The words “it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth” describes the 

fate of any nation that opposed it. For two centuries the Medo-Persian Empire held sway. 

The three ribs represent the three major conquests of the empire: Lydia, Babylon and 

Egypt. Daniel heard a voice telling the beast: “Get up and eat your fill of flesh!” The 

Lord Almighty knows all and is in control of history. He moves the nations like pieces on 

a chessboard. This was God’s voice granting Cyrus authority to subjugate many nations.  

 

The Third Beast: Greece 

 6  "After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that 

looked like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This 

beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule. 

 Although not as big or strong as a lion or a bear, a leopard is a formidable enemy. 

This creature is known for its speed and an able killer. This animal symbolized the small 

Greek forces of Alexander the Great. With an army of only 30,000 men, Alexander 

attacked the enormous Medo-Persian Empire. In only twelve years he conquered and 

controlled an area that extended from India to Egypt. By the age of 30, Alexander was the 

master of the world.  



 “On its back it had four wings like a bird.” Babylon’s lion was fast for it had two 

wings. So this beast was twice as fast with four wings. Alexander fought battles in a new 

way. Rather than laying siege to a city and destroying it completely, Alexander offered a 

full pardon to all citizens if they would join him. He even left city officials in their offices 

if they capitulated. Rather than being destroyed, most of the cities agreed to serve and 

support Alexander. This allowed him to move rapidly from one conquest to another.  

 Daniel saw that this beast had four heads. When Alexander died suddenly at the 

age of 33, there was no one strong enough to replace him. As a result his empire was 

divided into four sections, each being controlled by one of his generals. 1. Macedon and 

Greece under Antipater and Cassander, 2. Thrace and Asia Minor under Lysimachus, 3. 

Syria under Seleucus I, 4. Palestine and Egypt under Ptolemy I.  

 One cannot review the history of Alexander’s empire without realizing the truth 

of Daniel’s statement. “It was given authority to rule.” Who gave this empire authority to 

rule? It was God himself. There is no other explanation of how it was foretold that such a 

small army could conquer such a vast area. God is in control of history. He moves and 

uses the nations to accomplish his holy will.    

 

Thr Fourth Beast: Rome 

 7  "After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a 

fourth beast--terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; 

it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It 

was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. 

 The fourth beast is different from the others and was not named intentionally. 

There is no animal like the nation described here. It is terrifying beyond description. It 

had large teeth of iron: the same metal used to symbolize the Roman Empire in 

Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the statue in Daniel chapter 2. This beast had ten horns. 

Animals use their horns to kill. Therefore the horn is an Old Testament symbol of 

strength. This beast has unusual strength, especially in the ten kings referred to in verse 

24. The ten horns correspond to the ten toes of the statue in Daniel 2:41,42. 

 The Roman Empire replaced Greece through the use of its raw power. Rome had 

little interest in developing the nations it conquered. “It crushed and devoured its victims 

and trampled underfoot what was left.” Unlike Alexander, Rome’s only aim was to 

destroy and conquer. When the Romans conquered Carthage they salted the earth so 

nothing would grow. Rome devoured people and sold them as slaves. Daniel gives a 

more detailed description of this fourth beast because of Rome’s importance as following 

verses will show. 

 8  "While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, 

a little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted 

before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke 

boastfully. 

 Daniel’s vision gives us a more detailed description of the fourth kingdom. Its 

history is presented in three stages. First the Beast itself, then the ten horns (ten kings), 

and then the little horn (the Antichrist).  In the case of the other three beasts, each 

appeared and then disappeared. This is not the case with the fourth beast. There is a 

change that takes place within the beast. Among the ten horns a little horn appears and 

pulls three horns out by the roots. This implies that although the horn was at first little it 



becomes the greatest of them all. The little horn has eyes like those of a man and a mouth 

that spoke boastfully.  In verse 25 it is described as speaking against the Most High, 

oppressing his saints and trying to change the set times and the laws. This points to 

human intelligence and reveals the character and personality of the little horn.   

 9  "As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his 

seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His 

throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 10  A river of fire was 

flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten 

thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the books 

were opened. 

 This is the climax of this particular vision of Daniel. The succession of earthly 

kings stopped, and God stepped in, to have the last word. It is a courtroom scene. The 

thrones are set in place, because God is about pronounce His judgment. This is the last 

Judgment. Therefore the span of the fourth beast lasts a long time. It involves the rise of 

the Roman Empire and extends all the way to the Second Coming of Christ.  

 It is important to note that the sea (the political world), or the four beasts (the four 

successive kingdoms) do not have the last word. God has the last word. God had placed 

them and allowed them limited power and influence. The thrones are symbols of kingly 

authority. God will have the last word in history, as he had the first in creation. 

 The courtroom proceedings are conducted by the “Ancient of Days.” This unusual 

title is used only here in Scripture. It refers to the eternal nature of God. This contrasts the 

unchangeableness of God with the instability of man’s rule. God was active long before 

nations and will rule long after. Here God grants a new and eternal kingdom to the 

Messiah. 

 God revealed himself in many ways through out the Old Testament. He appeared 

to Moses as fire in the burning bush. He led the children of Israel in the wilderness in the 

form of fire and cloud and smoke. Now the covenant God appears to Daniel in his vision. 

The eternal majestic God takes his seat on his throne to judge his enemies. “His throne 

was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.” God is pictured as seated on a 

chariot throne, just as Ezekiel saw him (Ezekiel 1:15).  

 A river of fire flows constantly from the Ancient of Days and this symbolizes the 

burning zeal with which he would destroy his enemies and rescue his people. Ten 

thousand times ten thousand attended him and stood before him. The entire heavenly host 

surrounds the throne of God, all eager to do his bidding. Their presence adds to the 

majesty of God’s appearance in glory. 

 “The books were opened.” In this courtroom scene the books of evidence are 

opened. The evidence is plain for all to see. In the language of Scripture God’s book is, 

first of all, his family register. All the names of those who belong to him are written in 

the book. (Exodus 32:32 “But now, please forgive their sin--but if not, then blot me out 

of the book you have written." Psalm 69:28 “May they be blotted out of the book of life 

and not be listed with the righteous.”) To have one’s name written in the book means that 

you are saved. On the other hand, to have our name blotted out of the book means that 

you are lost.  

 Other books of God are mentioned in Revelation 20:12. In these books are 

recorded all of the deeds according to which God will judge all the people. Both types of 

books may be referred to in Daniel’s dream. The Ancient of Days had witnessed all of the 



deeds of men and of the nations. He possesses and brings forth all of the evidence when 

he makes his decision. This makes it clear that when God passes judgment against the 

four beasts and the little horn, he does not judge arbitrarily or unfairly.     

 11  "Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was 

speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown 

into the blazing fire. 12  (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but 

were allowed to live for a period of time.) 

 Daniel watches intently as God’s final judgment unfolds. Right up to the very end 

the little horn keeps speaking boastful words. It is clear that there is something ungodly 

about those words, since they have brought down God’s judgment on the fourth beast and 

the little horn. The beast’s body, including the little horn, is destroyed and thrown into the 

fire. This is to be understood as everlasting punishment. Now that the awful end of the 

fourth beast is described, Daniel tells what happened to the first three beasts. They had 

been stripped of their power, but were allowed to continue for a period of time. Now that 

time extension had come to an end.   

 13  "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 

man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was 

led into his presence. 14  He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 

peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never 

be destroyed. 

 A new figure appears to Daniel in his vision. It is the promised Messiah, the God-

man, the Savior of the world. Here are some of the details that help us to identify Jesus 

Christ from Daniel’s description. 

1. He is called “one like the son of man.” The promised Messiah is a human being, not 

another in the series of the frightful beasts. We know from the New Testament that 

Jesus often used Old Testament terminology in speaking of himself and his work. 

Jesus referred to himself as the “Son of Man.” The humble appearance of Jesus on 

earth as the lowest of human beings emphasizes that it was not his purpose to frighten 

or overwhelm us. Rather, it was to gain our confidence and to win us by his self-

sacrificing love.  

2. He is pictured as “coming in the clouds of heaven.” He does not rise out of the sea 

like the four beasts did, or stands on the earth like we do. Here we think of Jesus’ own 

words, “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One 

and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:62). (Revelation 1:7) “Look, he is 

coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and 

all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.” 

3. He was given absolute and unlimited dominion over all people forever. This is in 

contrast to rule over a particular area of the world for a measured amount of time. 

4. All people will acknowledge his rule. Daniel’s vision pictures the fulfillment of the 

prophecy by the Apostle Paul in his Letter to the Philippians 2:10,11. “That at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

The final goal of all of history is described here as the Messiah’s taking up his eternal 

rule among his people that he purchased with his life’s blood.  

 



Visions of a Time Yet to Come and the Son of Man  

 

Daniel’s Vision of a Ram and a Goat (Chapter 8) 

 8:1  In the third year of King Belshazzar's reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after 

the one that had already appeared to me. 2  In my vision I saw myself in the citadel 

of Susa in the province of Elam; in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal. 3  I looked 

up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal, and 

the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. I 

watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. No 

animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from his power. He did as he 

pleased and became great.  

5  As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn 

between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the 

ground. 

 Daniel has a second vision. This one occurs in the third year of King Belshazzar’s 

reign. The year is about 551 B.C. This would take us to the last years of the Babylonian 

Empire. “In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam.” Susa 

would later become the site of the summer palace of Persian kings. Since this vision 

predicted the downfall of the Persian Empire the summer palace is an appropriate 

background for Daniel’s vision. 

 Again animals are used to symbolize world empires. Instead of a bear and a 

leopard (7:5,6) a two horned ram represents the Medo-Persian Empire and a one-horned 

goat represents the Greek Empire of Alexander the Great.  

 In Daniel’s vision the history of the Medo-Persian Empire is sketched briefly. “ I 

looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal, and 

the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later.” 

Daniel is not left to guess who this ram represents. A bit later in this chapter the angel 

Gabriel explained to Daniel: “The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of 

Media and Persia.” 

 The Medo-Persian Empire really consisted of two parts. Media, which lay along 

the Caspian Sea, and Persia which was located in modern day Iran. When King Cyrus 

came to power in Persia about the year 550 B.C., he succeeded in gaining control of 

Media and formed a combination empire. Therefore Persia was the dominant of the two. 

That is why, “One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later.” 

 Daniel watched the ram charge in all directions. This represented the empire’s 

growth from Iran to Iraq, into Palestine and Egypt, and also Asia Minor. History records 

that Cyrus conquered all with remarkable ease. “He did as he pleased and became great.” 

 5  As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn 

between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the 

ground. 6  He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal 

and charged at him in great rage. 7  I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the 

ram and shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the 

goat knocked him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the 

ram from his power. 8  The goat became very great, but at the height of his power 

his large horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up 

toward the four winds of heaven. 



 From Daniel’s vantage point in Susa, the second animal came from the west. This 

goat is later identified by the angel Gabriel as the king of Greece, Alexander the Great. 

“21  The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is the 

first king.” 

 Daniel saw the goat cross the whole earth without touching the ground. This 

represented the great speed that the Greek army moved and the widespread nature of 

Alexander’s conquest. Daniel saw the goat with the prominent horn attack the two horned 

ram. It knocked the ram to the ground and trampled him. In 334 B.C. Alexander the Great 

invaded the Medo-Persian Empire with 30,000 men. He attacked what is now modern 

Turkey. In two major battles Alexander defeated the Persian armies. He turned south and 

seized control of the eastern Mediterranean coast all the way to Egypt. He fought the 

Persians again in 331 B.C. at the headwaters of the Tigris River in Modern Syria. Then 

he marched his army into the interior of Asia and conquered Medo-Persian Empire 

completely.  

 “The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was 

broken off.” At the age of 33, at the very peak of his power and prestige, Alexander died 

of a fever. Alexander’s empire was divided into four smaller empires as mentioned in 

chapter 7. It was followed by decades of infighting among his generals. “And in its place 

four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven.” 

 Daniel’s attention is now turned to one fourth of the empire in particular.  

9  Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in 

power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 10  It grew until 

it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the 

earth and trampled on them. 11  It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the 

host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was 

brought low. 12  Because of rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice 

were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the 

ground. 

 A horn that starts out very small grows out of one of the four horns of the third 

kingdom. The horn that starts out small was identified as early as the time of Christ as the 

wicked Antiochus Epiphanes. He ruled from 175-164 B.C. He was the eighth king after 

Seleucus, the general who had inherited the Syrian-Palestinian segment of Alexander’s 

empire. Daniel saw it grow in power “to the south and to the east.” Antiochus waged war 

against Egypt and in the direction of Persia and Media. But he gave special attention to 

“the Beautiful Land” a term for Palestine. It is this land that bore the full brunt of the 

wicked king’s attacks.  

 Daniel saw this horn raise itself against the stars of heaven, cast some of them to 

earth, and trample on them. The angel Gabriel later explains that the stars represent God’s 

people—the “holy people.” Antiochus saw the Jewish believers as an inferior people. He 

unleashed his anger against the Jewish believers. The first and second books of 

Maccabees, found in the Apocrypha, tell of his atrocities.  

 During the last few years of his reign (168-164 B.C.), Antiochus made a 

determined effort to destroy the Jewish faith. He in turn served as type of the even more 

ruthless beast of the last days, who is referred to in 7:8 as the “little horn.” After a 

victorious campaign in Egypt, Antiochus came to the temple in Jerusalem. He plundered 



it and began a bloody persecution of the Jews. It is recorded that he killed more than 

100,000.  

 The height of his wicked pride was when he set himself up “to be as great as the 

Prince of the host.” The Prince of the host is God himself, and so Antiochus proclaimed 

himself to be a god. He put an end to the burnt offerings in the temple. These burnt 

offerings expressed the covenant relationship between God and his people. “You are our 

God, we are your people.” In order to stop all worship of God, Antiochus plundered the 

temple and desecrated it by slaughtering pigs on the altar. “it took away the daily 

sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low.” He then erected an 

altar to Jupiter, the chief of the Greek gods, in the place of God’s altar. Finally, he burned 

the books containing the laws of Moses so the people could not hear God’s Word. “Truth 

was thrown to the ground.” His reign was nothing less than a continuous rebellion against 

God and his good will for his people. And so, Antiochus Epiphanes is a type of antichrist. 

For a detailed account of these events please refer to 1
st
 & 2

nd
 Maccabees. 

 13  Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, 

"How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled--the vision concerning the daily 

sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary 

and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?" 

14  He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the 

sanctuary will be reconsecrated." 

 Although God’s people did not know how long the persecution would last, God 

did. The angel states, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will 

be reconsecrated." This language is mysterious and presents a problem for Bible 

interpreters. How are we to understand this period of time? Many have taken the 

expression literally as 2,300 evening and mornings a period of about six and one-third 

years. According to this interpretation this represents the time from the rise of Antiochus 

Epiphanes to the time when the temple was cleaned and rededicated. 

 The “Concordia Self-study Bible” states: There were two daily burnt offerings 

representing the atonement of Israel as a whole. The 2,300 evenings and mornings 

probably refer to the number of sacrifices consecutively offered on 1,150 days, the 

interval, between the desecration of the Lord’s altar and its reconsecration by Judas 

Maccabeus on Kislev 25, 165 B.C. The pagan altar set up by Antiochus in Kislev 25, 168 

B.C., was apparently installed almost two months after the Lord’s altar was removed, 

accounting for the difference between 1,095 days (an exact three years) and the 1,150 

specified here. Either way, such details are amazing and testify to the inerrancy of 

Scripture. 

         

 Daniel’s Prayer and his vision of the 70 “Sevens” (Chapter 9) 

 9:1  In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was 

made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom--2  in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 

understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to 

Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 

 These verses take us to the time when the Babylonian Empire had collapsed. The 

Medo-Persian Empire under the leadership of King Cyrus had toppled Babylon and 

replaced it as the leading nation of the world. The year was about 538 B.C. Thirteen years 

had passed since Daniel had received the vision of the ram and the goat.  



 21  While I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier 

vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 22  He 

instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and 

understanding. 23  As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have 

come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and 

understand the vision: 

24 "Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish  

transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. 

 25 "Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 

'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in 

times of trouble. 26  After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off 

and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city 

and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, 

and desolations have been decreed. 

 The answer that God sent Daniel through the angel Gabriel must have surprised 

Daniel because it really didn’t refer to the seventy-year captivity at all. Instead it spoke of 

a period of time called the seventy “sevens,” which God had determined for the 

accomplishment of certain matters relating to God’s people. The seventy “sevens” are  

divided into three periods seven, sixty-two, and one, respectively.  

 The interpretation of the closing verses of this chapter provide one of the most 

difficult problems of biblical interpretation. In general there are three different 

interpretations.  

1. The most ancient and the one favored by most Lutheran interpretations. This 

 calculates the period of seventy “sevens” from the time of the edict that permitted the 

Jews to return and rebuild Jerusalem and its temple. It concludes with the time when 

Christ came and finished his redemptive work. According to this view the seventy 

“sevens” represent a period of about 500 years.  

2. The traditional Jewish tradition also held by negative critical interpreters. This  

interpretation calculates the period of the seventy “sevens” from the same starting point 

as the first, but extends the period only as far as the Maccabees (165 B.C.). The king 

referred to is Antiochus Epiphanes, whom we met in Daniel chapter 8. According to this 

interpretation there is no reference here to the Messiah. 

 3. The third interpretation views the period of the seventy “sevens” as extending 

from the time of Daniel all the way to the end of the world. According to this view God 

responded to Daniel’s prayer by saying, “Yes, Daniel, you are correct in concluding that 

the seventy years of exile Jeremiah wrote about are at an end. Now another period of  

seventy “sevens” is beginning, during which I will bring all my work to a successful 

conclusion.” This interpretation is favored by millenialists who believe in a 1,000 year 

earthly reign by Christ. As the Bible does not teach millenialism, the third option is 

unacceptable. The second interpretation is also unacceptable because it rejects and 

conflicts with Daniel’s other prophecies of the Messiah. Therefore only the first 

interpretation is acceptable. 

 Accordingly the time between Daniel and Christ is divided into the following 

three periods: 



1. The seven “sevens” represent the period during which Jerusalem’s temple and 

its city walls were rebuilt at the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

2. The sixty-two “sevens” represent the period from Jerusalem’s rebuilding to the 

Messiah’s coming and death. 

3. The one “seven” is the time in which the Messiah will confirm a covenant of  

grace with many. Many will be saved through faith in the Messiah before the enemy 

comes, who will destroy Jerusalem. 

Now to the details of the information Gabriel brought to Daniel in answer to his  

prayer. Gabriel announced that God had decreed a definite period of time (seventy 

“sevens”) to accomplish his great work of rescuing the human race from the 

consequences of sin. The number seven represents completeness: seventy “sevens” cover 

the time it would take for God to fulfill and complete his plan of salvation. 

 God’s magnificent rescue operation is described in six terms, three negative and 

three positive. In his prayer Daniel repeatedly confessed his sin and Israel’s sin and asked 

for God’s forgiveness. Viewed negatively, God’s redemptive work will: 1. “finish 

transgression,” 2. “put an end to sin,” and 3. “atone for wickedness.” This work to be 

accomplished during the period of the seventy “sevens,” points to Jesus Christ. “But now 

he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of 

himself.” (Hebrews 9:26). 

 Gabriel’s answer to Daniel also views Christ’s work positively in three ways. 1. 

Christ will first of all “bring in everlasting righteousness.” 2. A second work Christ 

achieved was “to seal up vision and prophecy.” 3. And the third and final work of the 

Savior’s coming is “to anoint the most holy.” 

 The six terms all point to the work the promised Savior will do. This fact lends 

support to the view that the seventy “sevens” do not end at the time of Antiochus 

Epiphanes, and not with the Lord’s Second Coming, but at his first coming.  

 So, the seven “sevens” represents the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple 

under Ezra and Nehemiah. And the sixty-two “sevens” is the time from Ezra and 

Nehemiah to the time of Christ, the Anointed One. At the end of the sixty-two “sevens” 

two important events will occur. 

1. The Messiah “will be cut off and will have nothing.” The Old Testament expression 

“to be cut off” refers to a violent death. Surely this is a reference to Christ’s 

crucifixion. Isaiah also prophesied about the Messiah “For he was cut off from the 

land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken.” (Isaiah 53:8). 

2. An enemy will come and destroy the city and the sanctuary. As a result, “the end will 

come like a flood.” The coming of this enemy (the Romans) would not be an ordinary 

invasion. Gabriel explained to Daniel that this would be a special judgment of God 

causing complete destruction of the city and the temple. Jesus himself describes the 

destruction that would take place forty years after his crucifixion. He describes it as 

an act of judgment so awesome that he compares it with the end of the world. 

(Matthew 24:15-27). 

27  “He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 

'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he 

will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is 

poured out on him." 



The final verse of this chapter is not an easy one and has been interpreted in various 

ways. Those who believe the seventy “sevens” extend to the end of the world place a 

tremendous long period of time between the sixty-ninth and the seventieth “seven.” The 

natural assumption is, however, that the time periods referred to in the prophecy are 

consecutive. Gabriel here tells some details of what will happen after the death of the 

Messiah. 

“He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he 

will put an end to sacrifice and offering.” Some take this to mean that an enemy of Christ 

and of his church, perhaps the Antichrist, would forcibly suspend the temple sacrifices 

and forbid the worship of the true God. “As he (i.e. the Antichrist) seeks to take the place 

of Christ, so shall he imitate him,…He will inaugurate a covenant…but a covenant of 

terror, compulsion and violence.” (Leupold, Exposition of Daniel, p. 432). According to 

this view, the prophecy closes with the message of doom which is reserved for the 

destroyer. 

Jeske and the Concordia Self-study Bible say this is not the case. We need to 

remember the main emphasis of Gabriel’s message. This messenger of God consistently 

pointed forward to the fact that during the period of the seventy “sevens” Christ would 

make atonement for sin and would replace it with his perfect righteousness. This closing 

verse may therefore also be understood as referring to Christ. With his present life and 

innocent death Christ has fulfilled the covenant which centuries earlier God made with 

Abraham. “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you." (Genesis 12:3). Therefore 

this is the Messiah’s instituting the new covenant and putting “an end” to the Old 

Testament sacrificial system that God instituted on Mt. Sinai. On the basis of his work all 

of the blessings promised in the Old Testament are given to a world of sinners: 

membership in God’s family, forgiveness of sin and a place at God’s side forever. 

 Many will be saved through faith in the Messiah before a destroyer comes 

(perhaps Titus and his Roman legions). He will set up some abomination, perhaps an idol 

in the temple, which had been an empty shell ever since the curtain had been torn in two 

on the first Good Friday. After the enemy has done his work, he himself will come under 

God’s judgment. 

 The text says nothing about the exact time when the seventy “sevens” will come 

to an end, just as it is deliberately vague about exactly when they will begin. It is clear, 

then, that the emphasis is not on the beginning or the end, but on the mighty events that 

are to take place during the period. These events have achieved our peace with God. 

Despite all of the difficulties this chapter presents to the reader, one fact stands clear: the 

central figure is the Messiah. He alone has made reconciliation for sin. 

 

Daniel’s vision of God’s diretion of the future 

 The fourth and last vision that God gave to Daniel is recorded in Daniel chapters 

10-12. Chapter 10 is a sort of prelude to the vision recorded in chapter 11. Chapter 10 

brings some fascinating information about angels and demons and how they try to help or 

hinder the work of God.  

 

1. Revelation of Things to Come (10:1-3) 

10:1  In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel  



(who was called Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it concerned a great war. 

The understanding of the message came to him in a vision.  

 The third year of Cyrus is the third year after his conquest of Babylon in 539 B.C. 

In this vision God permitted Daniel to look into the future and see what lay ahead for the 

nations of the Eastern Mediterranean, especially for God’s people who would live in the 

land of Israel. 

 

2. Revelation from the angelic messenger (10:4-11:1 

4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of  

the great river, the Tigris, 5  I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in 

linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist. 6  His body was like chrysolite, 

his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam 

of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude. 

When we read the awesome description of the one who appeared to Daniel in the 

form of a man, we notice a striking similarity between this description and the vision of 

Ezekiel and the vision of John in Revelation. “26  Above the expanse over their heads 

was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure like 

that of a man. 27  I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like 

glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant 

light surrounded him. 28  Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, 

so was the radiance around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of 

the LORD. When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking.” 

(Ezekiel 1:26-28).  “13  And among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," 

dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 

14  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like 

blazing fire. 15  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the 

sound of rushing waters.” (Revelation 1:13-15). 

 Both Ezekiel and John identify the one whom they saw as the Son of God himself. 

John especially makes it clear that he saw the second person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ. 

It appears that the visitor who answered Daniel’s prayer was the Angel of the Lord. This 

is the name used to describe Jesus as he appeared in visible form in his pre-incarnate state 

in the Old Testament. The appearance of the Angle of the Lord often came at a time when 

his gracious plan for his people was under attack, as it was in the time of Daniel. 

  12 Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you  

set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your 

words were heard, and I have come in response to them. 13  But the prince of the 

Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief 

princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia.   

14  Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, 

for the vision concerns a time yet to come." 

 With these words Daniel’s visitor gave him a glimpse into a world normally 

hidden from human eyes, the spirit world where the evil forces of the prince of this world 

do battle with God’s good angels. We learn that Satan has assigned an underling to work 

in the Persian government. This “prince of the Persian kingdom” must refer to an evil 

angel, whose assignment was to hinder God’s will in and through the Persian 

government.  



 We know that God had used the Persian government to benefit his people, freeing 

them from exile in Babylon. On the other hand, Satan was working through his agent to 

undermine those royal decrees. It is comforting to learn that Satan’s attempt to use the 

Persian government to overturn God’s plan ended in failure when Michael, the only 

archangel mentioned in Scripture came to help the Angel that spoke to Daniel.  

 The Angel of the Lord’s message to Daniel was that although powerful forces of 

evil were at work against God’s people, still more powerful agents of good were at work 

opposing the evil and dooming it to failure. There was also another purpose for the 

Angel’s appearance to Daniel. “I have come to explain to you what will happen to your 

people in the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come." This future includes not 

only the immediate future but the distant future including the time of the Messiah and 

beyond. It is a long-range view of history which Daniel will be permitted to see. 

 20  So he said, "Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to 

fight against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will come; 

21  but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one supports me 

against them except Michael, your prince. 

 The Angel informed Daniel that he would return to fight against the evil prince of 

Persia, checking the power of evil that was making life so miserable for the returned 

exiles. As soon as the conflict was over, however, another would take its place. When the 

Persian Empire fell before the Greek armies of Alexander the Great, Satan assigned 

another of his demonic agents (“the prince of Greece”) to hinder God’s work—this time 

through the Greek government. The Angel would have to oppose this evil prince too. His 

helper would be the archangel Michael, the champion of God’s people. The Angel tells 

Daniel what is written in the Book of Truth. Even though the events lay in the future, 

God considers them already done. It is comforting to know that God controls all of the 

events of history for the good of his people.  

 Daniel chapter 10 tells a strange story. It is as St. Paul warns us: “12  For our 

struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 6:12). 

 In order to encourage Daniel the Angel gave him an amazing body of detail about 

the conflict. What follows is the most detailed prophecy found in the pages of Scripture. 

  

3. Prophecies conecerning Persia and Greece (11:2-4) 

2 "Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear in Persia, and  

then a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others. When he has gained power 

by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece. 3  Then a 

mighty king will appear, who will rule with great power and do as he pleases. 4  

After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the 

four winds of heaven. It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he 

exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and given to others. 

“I tell you the truth.” What the Angel was about to tell Daniel would surely 

happen. The pages of history have confirmed the Angel’s prediction. 

A single sentence covers centuries of history. “Three more kings will appear in 

Persia, and then a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others.” This fourth Persian 



king is Xerxes, also known as Ahasuerus. He ruled over the Persian Empire from 486-

465 B.C. and is the king in the Book of Esther. 

“When he has gained power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the 

kingdom of Greece.” Leupold writes in Exposition of Daniel page 447, “It is a matter of 

historical record that Xerxes spent four years gathering his army from all parts of his 

empire, and that the sum total of his men amounted to more than two and a half million.” 

Xerxes staked everything on an invasion of Greece and lost. After this disastrous 

expedition, the Persian Empire went downhill. The Persian Empire was bankrupt. 

Although it continued to exist for another half century it was politically dead.   

Then a mighty world ruler appeared on the scene, Alexander the Great. Alexander 

loved the Greek culture and set out to bring all of the world under the influence of Greek 

customs. We call this process “Hellenization.” Alexander knew that he had to break the 

power of Persia in order to accomplish this. Alexander succeeded. His armies made sure 

that Persia would never threaten Greece again.  

Alexander died of a fever at the age of thirty-three. “It will not go to his 

descendants.” Alexander had two young sons who were in line to inherit the throne. But 

they were assassinated in the power struggle that followed Alexander’s death. His empire 

was divided among four of his generals. Thus begins the era known as the Hellenistic 

Age. Two of these divisions are ignored in this chapter. Daniel’s messenger only spoke to 

him about the Syrian and Egyptian divisions. 

 

4. Prophecies concerning Egypt and Syria (11:5-35 

5 "The king of the South will become strong, but one of his commanders will  

become even stronger than he and will rule his own kingdom with great power.  

6  After some years, they will become allies. The daughter of the king of the South 

will go to the king of the North to make an alliance, but she will not retain her 

power, and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be handed over, 

together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported her. 

This is a summary of about 150 years of the history of Syria and Egypt. The 

Syrian rulers descended from Seleuceus were known as Seleucids; in Daniel’s summary 

they are known as “kings of the North.” The Egyptian rulers descended from Ptolemy 

were known as Ptolemies; Daniel refers to them as “kings of the South.” The list of rulers 

is not intended to be complete. Only those of Alexander’s successors are named who 

played a significant role in determining the future of God’s people.  

Ptolemy I Sotor (323-285 B.C.), “the king of the South,” was the first of 

Alexander’s generals to be established in the land he was to rule. “One of his 

commanders will become stronger” Seleucus I Nicator (311-280 B.C.), initially ruled 

Babylonia, and then added extensive lands to the east and west. “The daughter of the king 

of the South” Bernice, was the daughter of Ptolemy II Philadelphus (285-246 B.C.) of 

Egypt. An alliance was sealed with her marriage to the “king of the North” Antiochus II 

Theos (261-246 B.C.) of Syria. “But she will not retain her power.” Bernice’s father dies 

and Antiochus divorces her and returns to his first wife Laodice. Officers of the court 

subsequently murder Bernice and her children. To complicate matters even more, 

Laodice has Antiochus poisoned and has her son Seleucus II Callinicus (246-226 B.C.) 

made king. The net result was that the father who planned the political marriage was 

dead, as was his daughter, her husband and their children. 



7  "One from her family line will arise to take her place. He will attack the 

forces of the king of the North and enter his fortress; he will fight against them and 

be victorious. 8  He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their valuable 

articles of silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. For some years he will leave 

the king of the North alone. 9  Then the king of the North will invade the realm of 

the king of the South but will retreat to his own country. 10  His sons will prepare 

for war and assemble a great army, which will sweep on like an irresistible flood 

and carry the battle as far as his fortress.” 

Bitter opposition grows between the kingdoms of the North and South. Bernice’s 

brother, Ptolemy III Euergetes (246-221 B.C.) takes the throne of Egypt. He invaded 

Syria, defeated their army, and then killed Laodice who had been involved with his 

sister’s murder. Ptolemy’s smashing success can be measured in how after he defeated 

the Syrians he carried their gold, metal images and temple items back to Egypt.  

However the Syrian power was not broken permanently. Two years later Seleucus 

II rebuilt his army and invaded Egypt, but was defeated. His two sons Seleucus III 

Ceraunus (226-223 B.C.) and Antiochus III the Great (223-187 B.C.) were able to 

accomplish what their father could not. They recaptured territory along the eastern coast 

of the Mediterranean and penetrated far enough South into Egypt to attack the Egyptian 

fortress at Raphia in southern Palestine. 

11  "Then the king of the South will march out in a rage and fight against the 

king of the North, who will raise a large army, but it will be defeated. 12  When the 

army is carried off, the king of the South will be filled with pride and will slaughter 

many thousands, yet he will not remain triumphant. 13  For the king of the North 

will muster another army, larger than the first; and after several years, he will 

advance with a huge army fully equipped. 

Enraged at the loss of territory that he had occupied, Ptolemy IV Philopater (221-

203 B.C.), fought back. He moved north against the armies of Antiochus III (the Great) 

and forced them to retreat. He retook the cities in Palestine and Phoenicia. The historian 

Polybius records that Antiochus lost nearly 10,000 infantrymen.  

However, Ptolemy IV didn’t remain victorious for long. Instead of pressing his 

advantage and destroying his enemy, he returned to a life of ease at the palace. This lost 

him the respect and loyalty of his citizens. As a result Antiochus was able to raise an even 

larger army and several years later moved toward Egypt. 

14 "In those times many will rise against the king of the South. The violent 

 men among your own people will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, but without 

success. 15  Then the king of the North will come and build up siege ramps and will 

capture a fortified city. The forces of the South will be powerless to resist; even their 

best troops will not have the strength to stand. 16  The invader will do as he pleases; 

no one will be able to stand against him. He will establish himself in the Beautiful 

Land and will have the power to destroy it. 17  He will determine to come with the 

might of his entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the South. 

And he will give him a daughter in marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but 

his plans will not succeed or help him. 18  Then he will turn his attention to the 

coastlands and will take many of them, but a commander will put an end to his 

insolence and will turn his insolence back upon him. 19  After this, he will turn back 



toward the fortresses of his own country but will stumble and fall, to be seen no 

more.  

20  "His successor will send out a tax collector to maintain the royal 

splendor. In a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or in 

battle.” 
Daniel’s head must have been spinning (just like yours and mine) from the mass 

of detail which the Angel gave him about the wars, bloodshed and intrigue, which in the 

near future would engulf the Jews.  Daniel realized how closely the future of the Jews 

was intertwined with the politics in the surrounding lands: Syria to the North and Egypt 

to the South. Palestine would often be the scene of bloody struggles between these two 

rival powers. 

The Angel continued to reveal details of the vision to Daniel. The dissatisfaction 

with King Ptolemy was not limited to his Egyptian subjects. “The violent men among 

your own people will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, but without success.” The internal 

dissension in Egypt encouraged some of the Jews to rebel against Egyptian authority. 

They wanted to reestablish their independence, therefore they decided to support 

Antiochus in his struggle against the Egyptian king, now Ptolemy V Epiphanes (203-181 

B.C.). But the Ptolemaic general Scopas crushed the rebellion in 200 B.C. (For more 

information please refer to the writings of the Jewish historian Josephus.) 

It isn’t by accident that Antiochus III was called the Great. Twelve years after 

defeat by the Egyptians he reformed his armies, conquered Palestine and established 

himself in “the Beautiful Land.” Antiochus wanted to conquer Egypt but his armies were 

needed elsewhere, so he devised another plan to take Egypt. He arranged a political 

marriage between his daughter, Cleopatra I and the young prince of Egypt, Ptolemy V, in 

194 B.C. Antiochus trusted that his daughter would be faithful to her father. “But his 

plans will not succeed or help him.” Antiochus’ plans failed when his daughter did not 

cooperate. She was more interested in remaining loyal to her new husband that being a 

tool of her father.  

Then things really went sour for Antiochus. After capturing a number of islands 

near Greece and Turkey, the Romans felt threatened and attacked Antiochus. In 190 B.C. 

the Roman general Lucius Scipio defeated the Syrians and Syria came under the power of 

Rome. 

The next king of Syria, Seleucus IV Philopater (187-175 B.C.) realized that 

Antiochus’ adventures had been costly. The kingdom was nearly bankrupt, and on top of 

that the Romans wanted them to pay tribute. Seleucus sent out a special tax collector to 

raise money. One of the ways he did this was to rob the treasury of the temple in 

Jerusalem. Seleucus’ reign lasted only “a few years.” He died “not in anger or in 

battle”—most likely by assassination.  

21  "He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given 

the honor of royalty. He will invade the kingdom when its people feel secure, and he 

will seize it through intrigue. 22  Then an overwhelming army will be swept away 

before him; both it and a prince of the covenant will be destroyed. 23  After coming 

to an agreement with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will 

rise to power. 24  When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and 

will achieve what neither his fathers nor his forefathers did. He will distribute 



plunder, loot and wealth among his followers. He will plot the overthrow of 

fortresses--but only for a time.” 

The Angel continued to give Daniel details of the vision. Now he painted a 

picture of a treacherous king. This king was Antiochus Epiphanes, who has been called 

the Antichrist of the Old Testament. Fifteen verses are dedicated to this Syrian king. 

More than are devoted to any other. This king would cause nothing but grief for the 

Jewish people. 

We have met Antiochus Epiphanes before in Daniel 8:9-12 as the little horn that 

grew out of the goat’s four horns. Here he is introduced as a contemptible person who 

had no right to be the king. He had no right because he stole the throne. His predecessor 

on the throne of Syria was his brother Seleucus IV, whose son Demetrius I was being 

held hostage in Rome. When his brother died, Antiochus was quick to take advantage and 

seized the throne “through intrigue.”   

After an impressive victory over a larger army, Antiochus signed a peace treaty 

with the conquered nation. We cannot identify the “prince of the covenant”, but some say 

it was the Jewish high priest Onias III, who was murdered in 170 B.C. While others say 

that was Ptolemy IV Philometer (181-146 B.C.) of Egypt. Antiochus established himself 

as king and continued to practice deceit. He made many treaties and alliances but never 

intended to respect them. 

When neighbors felt secure, Antiochus would invade them. Antiochus was 

interested in the richest provinces and strongest fortresses. He rewarded his followers 

with the plunder of war, instead of buying loyalty with his own wealth. This was 

something new that his predecessors had not done. All of this happened “for a time,” a 

time that God had predetermined. 

25  "With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the 

king of the South. The king of the South will wage war with a large and very 

powerful army, but he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against 

him. 26  Those who eat from the king's provisions will try to destroy him; his army 

will be swept away, and many will fall in battle. 27  The two kings, with their hearts 

bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, because 

an end will still come at the appointed time. 28  The king of the North will return to 

his own country with great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy 

covenant. He will take action against it and then return to his own country. 

Antiochus invaded Egypt four times, with varying degrees of success. The 

Egyptian king was unable to defeat the Syrians “because of the plots devised against 

him.” Daniel’s heavenly messenger predicted that Ptolemy’s trusted friends, who would 

“eat from the king's provisions will try to destroy him.” As a result, Antiochus’ first 

campaign brought defeat for the Egyptian armies.  

 When the Egyptians learned of this defeat, they dethroned King Ptolemy VI 

Philometor and replaced him with his brother Ptolemy Euergetes. Antiochus saw an 

opportunity and convinced Ptolemy VI of his friendship and to join him against Ptolemy 

Euergetes. “The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie 

to each other.” 

 “But to no avail, because an end will still come at the appointed time.” Antiochus 

marched on the city of Alexandria, but was defeated. He returned to Syria with the spoils 

of war. However, he was frustrated by not conquering Egypt, so he turned his anger 



elsewhere. “His heart will be set against the holy covenant. He will take action against it 

and then return to his own country.” Antiochus took time out to unleash his first attack on 

the city and people of Jerusalem. Some historians report that Antiochus killed 80,000 

men, women and children, besides taking 40,000 prisoners and selling as many into 

slavery. To show his spite for the Jewish religion, he entered the temple, stole the gold 

and silver vessels and sacrificed a pig on the altar.  

 29  "At the appointed time he will invade the South again, but this time the 

outcome will be different from what it was before. 30  Ships of the western 

coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart. Then he will turn back and vent 

his fury against the holy covenant. He will return and show favor to those who 

forsake the holy covenant. 

31  "His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will 

abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes 

desolation. 32  With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, 

but the people who know their God will firmly resist him. 

In 168 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes took another expedition against Egypt. The 

Angel told Daniel that it would take place “at the appointed time,” that is, at a time 

appointed by God, not Antiochus. This time the wicked king would not enjoy success. 

While the troops of Antiochus lay siege to Alexandra, “ships of the western coastlands,” 

the Roman fleet, came to help the Egyptians. The Roman senate demanded that he 

withdraw from Egypt or risk war with Rome.  

Antiochus reluctantly withdrew his troops and headed back to Syria. This forced 

withdrawal gave him another opportunity to vent his anger against the people of God. In 

his second persecution of the Jews, Antiochus paid special attention to “those who 

forsake the holy covenant.” Antiochus wanted to use these apostate Jews to wipe out 

every trace of the God-given faith and replace it with Greek culture and customs. 

A detachment of troops was sent to destroy and defile Jerusalem. The Angel 

predicted that they would abolish the daily sacrifice. They did. They defiled the 

sanctuary. “They set up the abomination that causes desolation,” an altar and statute of 

Zeus. By doing this, the temple was desecrated so that no Israelite could worship the 

Lord there. 

33  "Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall 

by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered. 34  When they fall, they will 

receive a little help, and many who are not sincere will join them. 35  Some of the 

wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the 

time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time. 

The Antiochus episode closes with a reassuring statement that God had a good 

purpose in the frightful terror that would come upon the people of Jerusalem. The Jews 

that would see through Antiochus evil plan would remain faithful and help others to 

remain faithful to the faith of their fathers. For this they would pay a high price. Many 

were taken captive; others died by the sword; still others were burned in their homes or as 

a form of torture. It would be a time of terrible persecution, but it would mercifully come 

to an end when God concluded that his purpose was served.  

Those who remained loyal to the Lord would “receive a little help.” This is 

usually understood to be Judas Maccabeus and his followers. The Maccabeans led an 

uprising against the Syrian officals in 165 B.C. who had attempted to force Greek 



customs and culture on the Jews. The Pharisees were an outgrowth of the Maccabean 

movement. Antiochus wanted to stamp out the worship of the true God and force Greek 

customs and culture on the Jews. Instead, God’s faithful remnant was refined and 

purified. God turned evil into good for his people.  

 

5. Prophecies concerning the Antichrist (11:36-45 

36  "The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above 

every god and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be 

successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must 

take place. 

 This verse causes problems for Antiochus is not the king spoken of here. 

Antiochus was totally dedicated to the Greek gods—he did not “magnify himself above 

every god.” Therefore this verse is a transition to someone else, someone more sinister. 

But who is it? The answer lies in chapter seven and the four beasts. There was a little 

horn that grew out of the ten horns of the fourth beast. The little horn symbolized a king 

“who will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints” (7:25). “The king will do 

as he pleases” is a reference to the Antichrist, the archenemy of God. St Paul gives us the 

key to the correct interpretation of this passage in 2 Thessalonians 2:4. “He will oppose 

and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped.”  

 “He will say unheard things,” because they are so blasphemous. The appearance 

of the Antichrist and his blasphemous work is part of the foreordained plan of God. This 

is the judgment on the sins of people who “refuse to love the truth and so be saved” (2 

Thessalonians 2:10). 

 37  He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the one desired 

by women, nor will he regard any god, but will exalt himself above them all. 38  

Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his fathers he 

will honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 39  He will 

attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god and will greatly honor 

those who acknowledge him. He will make them rulers over many people and will 

distribute the land at a price. 

 The Antichrist will exalt himself above God not only by attacking what God has 

said, but also by claiming to be the only divinely authorized spokesman for God. The 

Roman Catholic pope can be interpreted as the Antichrist and a type of antichrist.  

“18  Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is 

coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 

19  They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged 

to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them 

belonged to us.” (1 John 2:18,19). 

As the Vicar of Christ, the Roman papacy has set itself up as the only spokesman 

for God. Rome has also rejected sexual relationships and demands celibacy among its 

clergy. “For the one desired by woman” is a reference to the Babylonian fertility god, 

Tammuz. A more literal translation is: “The desire of women,” i.e. the attraction men feel 

towards women. This “king” would be devoid of normal human sensibilities. (The rise of 

homosexual relationships or forced celibacy?) By contrast God shows how highly he 

esteems marital love when he compares it to the love Christ has for his bride, the church.  



 The Antichrist “will honor a god of fortresses.” He will display a powerful 

fascination with war and conquest. “He will greatly honor those who acknowledge him. 

He will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the land at a price.” He 

will gain many followers by distributing the spoils of war and selling power. 

 40  "At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, 

and the king of the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a 

great fleet of ships. He will invade many countries and sweep through them like a 

flood. 41  He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall, but 

Edom, Moab and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from his hand. 42  He will 

extend his power over many countries; Egypt will not escape. 43  He will gain 

control of the treasures of gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the 

Libyans and Nubians in submission. 44  But reports from the east and the north will 

alarm him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. 

45  He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet 

he will come to his end, and no one will help him.” 

  The closing six verses are very difficult to understand. The Angel describes to 

Daniel a final attack on God’s people. To make it even more difficult to understand, he 

describes it as a continuation of the battles, which raged in the centuries before Christ for 

the Holy land. But this is not about the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, it is “at the time of 

the end.” So the king “of the South” is not Egypt and the king “of the North” is not Syria. 

We will not know who they are until the Lord supplies the details and unlocks that 

mystery. Jeske reminds us that it is best for us “to remain with large truths instead of 

trying to make positive historical identification for each specific reference.”  

 The large truths are that “he will invade the Beautiful Land.” In the Old 

Testament God resided in Palestine, as a cloud above the Ark of the Covenant in the 

temple in Jerusalem. In New Testament terms, the Holy Christian Church is the 

“Beautiful Land” where the Triune God resides in all of his grace and favor. The 

Antichrist’s fiercest attacks will be directed at his church, causing innumerable casualties 

among the confessors of truth. (Modern liberal theology?) 

 Another large truth is “Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab and the leaders 

of Ammon will be delivered from his hand.” These ancient enemies of God’s people will 

not be defeated by the Antichrist. As enemies of God and his people they already stand 

for what the Antichrist represents. (The Islam religion?) So, there is no reason for the 

Antichrist to defeat them.  

 The third large truth is that “He will extend his power over many countries; Egypt 

will not escape.” The Antichrist’s program of conquest will subdue many countries. 

Egypt was the leading world power during Daniel’s time. So, the Antichrist will even 

conquer the world power during his reign.  

 “But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and he will set out in a 

great rage to destroy and annihilate many.” He will destroy and kill many people. But his 

reign will be cut short by God himself. When Christ returns on Judgment Day the reign 

of the Antichrist come to an end--the end that meets all of God’s enemies: “Yet he will 

come to his end, and no one will help him.” 

 

 

 



6. Distress and Deliverance (12:1) 

12:1  "At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will 

arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning 

of nations until then. But at that time your people--everyone whose name is found 

written in the book--will be delivered.” 

 Although most of the Book of Daniel contains a somber and sobering message, 

the keynote of its closing chapter is joy. Here God describes the climax of his work. The 

words "at that time” connect this passage with the preceding one, which pictured the 

destruction of the Antichrist at the end of the world. The Angel describes the last days the 

same way as Jesus in the 24
th

 chapter of Matthew. “There will be a time of distress such 

as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then.”  

 Some describe the world as a madhouse, but according to Daniel it is actually an 

arena. It is a battlefield where war is constantly raging between the forces of God and the 

forces of anti-God. There is not one single area of life that has not been claimed by God 

and counter claimed by Satan and his henchmen. 

 Daniel makes it clear that as we contemplate the future there is no reason for 

overconfidence. But there is no reason for despair either. Not only is there trouble ahead; 

there is triumph too. “At that time Michael…will arise.” Michael the Archangel of 

chapter 10, who was active against Satan’s agent in the Persian government, will 

intervene on the behalf of God’s people again.  

 “Your people...will be delivered.” Michael will succeed in defending God’s 

people. The raging of God’s enemies will stop when God sends final deliverance to 

“everyone whose name is found written in the book.” God’s book is his family registry 

containing the names of those who have been loved and chosen for eternity (Exodus 

32:32, Psalm 69:28).   

 

7. Resurrection to life and to contempt (12:2-3 

2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting  

life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3  Those who are wise will shine like 

the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the 

stars for ever and ever. 

 The enemy of death will be overcome in victory. The dominance of death will be 

broken when God brings the history of the world to a conclusion. Then “Multitudes who 

sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life.” Jesus tells us who 

these multitudes are: “The dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear 

will live.” (John 5:25). In the great resurrection of the last day, God’s people will rise to 

everlasting life. They will live with God in an existence that will be perfect and never 

ending. 

 On the other hand, those who spent their earthly lives evading God will 

experience the exact opposite. They will be sentenced to perpetual divorce from God. It 

will be a never ending existence of “shame and everlasting contempt.” In sharp contrast, 

Judgment Day will be a day of woe and sorrow for the unbeliever, but a day of joy and 

triumph for the believer. From that day forever the believer will live in glory. “Those 

who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to 

righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.”  

 



8. Instruction to Daniel (12:4) 

4  But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the 

end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge." 

With this the prophetic message to Daniel was complete. God commanded Daniel to 

“close up and seal” the book, not to hide it, but to preserve it. This way, future 

generations would be able to hear the message. God’s people would need to hear this 

message of the Book of Daniel to give them strength and comfort in the coming turbulent 

times.   

 

9. Conclusion (12:5-13 

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank 

of the river and one on the opposite bank. 6  One of them said to the man clothed in 

linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long will it be before these 

astonishing things are fulfilled?" 

     7 The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his  

right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who 

lives forever, saying, "It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of 

the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed." 

A new scene now appeared before Daniel’s eyes. On the banks of the river, probably 

still in Babylon, the Daniel saw “two others.”  Two angels stood on opposite sides of the 

river, in addition to the Angel, the Lord himself, who had been giving Daniel the 

heavenly information. One of the angels asked, "How long will it be before these 

astonishing things are fulfilled?" His question really amounts to: “How long will it be to 

the end of time?” 

  The divine speaker raised both his hands to heaven. Among the ancient Jews 

raising both your hands was a gesture of taking an oath. To assure Daniel of the utter 

truthfulness of his answer, the Angel took and oath. He swore by himself, “by him who 

lives forever.”  

 His answer given under oath is mysterious. The times of distress leading to the 

great deliverance would be “for a time, times and half a time.” That unusual expression 

occurs in Daniel 7:25. “He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and 

try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, 

times and half a time.” This means that God’s people would be handed over to the power 

of the Antichrist for that period of time—a time that has been appointed by God. 

Therefore this unusual expression refers to the duration of the times of persecution 

predicted in earlier chapters of the Book of Daniel. The explanation of “a time, times and 

half a time.” 

“A time”: the opposition to God and his people will begin and will last for a 

certain measured period.  

“times”: the opposition will increase and seem to be successful. 

“half a time”: its fury will be reduced and suddenly will end when all opposition 

to God collapses. 

It is useless and probably even harmful for God’s people to put a set time and 

 years on the events. God does not, because it might be a temptation to be careless to his 

call of repentance. 



One of the angels asked, “"How long will it be before these astonishing things are 

fulfilled?" The answer given was: “When the power of the holy people has been finally 

broken, all these things will be completed." When the Christian Church is near 

annihilation, the Lord will return and destroy the Antichrist.  

8  I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, "My lord, what will the 

outcome of all this be?"  

9  He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and 

sealed until the time of the end. 10  Many will be purified, made spotless and 

refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will 

understand, but those who are wise will understand.” 

"My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?" Although the Angel did not give 

Daniel the specific information he requested, but he did give him a general description of 

what the future will hold for the children of God. Difficult times, even persecutions await 

God’s people in the future. But under God’s guidance they are purifying judgments. 

Through them God will bring it about that “Many will be purified, made spotless and 

refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked.” God’s people are to hold on even 

though the future looks anything but bright. While the faithful struggle, the wicked will 

continue their blind opposition to God and his people to the end. They do not understand 

God’s plan. 

 11  "From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination 

that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12  Blessed is the one who 

waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.” 

 The Book of Daniel comes to an end on a surprising note. Although the Angel did 

not give Daniel and exact timetable of the end of time, he does name two periods—1,290 

days and 1,335 days. Many commentators take these time periods literally—each about 

three and a half years. Jewish commentators base the time according to Antiochus 

Epiphanes. The 1,290 day period would end in 164 B.C. the year Antiochus Epiphanes 

died. The 1,335 day period, 45 days longer than the first, would be when the full effects 

of Antiochus’ death would be felt when this period lapsed. 

 Others have interpreted the two periods as the time from when the Romans 

arrived to the time they destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D., but they do not explain the 

numbers.  

 Most commentators prefer to solve the problem by understanding that the two 

periods are symbolic rather than literal. The starting point for both periods is described as 

“"From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes 

desolation is set up.” This points to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes and the persecution 

of God’s ancient people. There is an interesting parallel in Revelation 11:2 where John 

was told that the enemies of the church “will trample on the holy city for 42 months,” 

again a period of three and a half years. God gave John the additional promise in 

Revelation 11:3: “And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 

1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth." Three and a half years is the time frame in the Jewish 

tradition for a period of persecution and oppression. 

 The 1.335 days then refer to that period of time when the Christian Church will 

suffer. By God numbering the days, he is assuring us that the suffering we will undergo 

will be limited. It will be bearable. So whatever persecution lies ahead for God’s people it 

will not be too much. Therefore, “Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of 



the 1,335 days.” Is the Old Testament form of Christ’s comforting promise: “But he who 

stands firm to the end will be saved.” (Matthew 24:13). 

 13  "As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of 

the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance." 

 The book comes to a close on a note of victory. Daniel was to go about his life 

undaunted and undeterred by the knowledge of the difficult days ahead. “You will rest,” 

in the grave, and “at the end of the days,” at Christ’s second coming, “you will rise to 

receive your allotted inheritance." What a wonderful inheritance awaited Daniel—eternal 

life in heaven! The same awaits those who will stand firm in times of persecution to the 

end.  

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Concordia Self-study Bible, St. Louis, Concordia Publishing House, 1986 

 

Jeske, John C. Daniel “The People’s Bible”, Milwaukee: Northwest Publishing House, 

1985 

 

Leupold, H.C. Exposition of Daniel, Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1985. 

 

 


