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There are a great many things about which each of us is poorly informed.  Depending on your 
interest you may be ignorant about sports, about politics, or even about the church across the 
street.  If you weren’t following NCAA basketball all season, it probably caught you by surprise 
(and perhaps, it did even if you were following it) that George Mason made such a charge down 
the homestretch during March Madness.  If you haven’t been following politics lately it may 
catch you all the changes in the White House staff may be catching you by surprise. 
 
How naïve I was when I started my work on this paper.  Imagine my surprise when I walked 
into the locker room at the local YMCA to the sounds of an intense discussion about the state 
of Israel and its relationship to biblical prophecy.  That was probably the last discussion I 
expected to be hearing, especially considering the personalities of the gentlemen involved.  
Yet, there they were in their towels and jock straps talking about the millennial reign of Christ 
from Jerusalem. 
 
It shouldn’t have surprised me.  Upon further review these false teachings about the millennial 
reign of Christ have invaded the Christian church from the earliest times.  Robert Zink reminds 
us: “The idea of a millennial reign proceeded from Judaism, for among the Jews the 
representation was current, that the Messiah would reign a thousand years on earth, and then 
bring to a close the present terrestrial system.1”  It shouldn’t really surprise us, then, that 
disciples repeatedly asked Jesus about the “impending” kingdom of God. 
 
This was something the early church had to deal with as well.  Professor Gawrisch catalogues 
those on both sides of this issue.  For instance, Justin Martyr, Iranaeus, and Lactantius 
advanced the idea of a millennial, earthly kingdom, while Origen, Jerome, Augustine, and 
Luther opposed it.  Even Calvin writes that the doctrine of the millennium is a “fiction too 
puerile to require or deserve refutation.”2   
 
If only, I could leave this paper there!  But there is no safe false doctrine.  There is no false 
doctrine that we can leave without refuting.  And therefore, we confess with our Lutheran 
fathers: “Likewise rejected are some Jewish teachings, which have also appeared in the 
present, that before the resurrection of the dead saints and righteous people alone will possess 
a secular kingdom and will annihilate all the ungodly.”3 
 
Likewise, Prof. John Jeske makes his stand with Confessions:  
 

God’s plan for saving the sinful world does not have as its goal the 
establishment of a visible earthly kingdom, with its capital at Jerusalem.  The 
final goal to which God wants to lead people – those descended from Abraham 
and those not descended from him –is not a piece of real estate in the Middle 
East but an eternal homeland in heaven – “the heavenly Jerusalem” (Hebrews 
12:22).4 

                                                 
1
 Robert Zink, “Millennialism: a false hope and formidable threat.”  Essay presented at Wisconsin Lutheran High 

School on June 13, 1978. 
2
  Wilbert Gawrisch, “Eschatological Prophecies and Current Misinterpretations.” 

3
 UAC XVII, Concerning the Return of Christ to Judgment.  Edited by Robert Kolb and Timothy Wengert.  

4
 John C Jeske, “Connecting Sinai to Calvary,” 40. 
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By God’s grace his Spirit has convinced us that the Augsburg Confession confesses the biblical 
truth.  We know and believe what Prof. Eickmann urges us to teach:  
 

Our listeners today should see Old Testament Israel as the visible church 
B.C….So who is Israel today?  The New Testament leaves no doubt: “Understand, 
then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.  The Scripture foresaw 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in 
advance to Abraham….So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the 
man of faith.” (Galatians 3:7-9).5 

 
Therefore, this essay will not be a refutation of the millennial views which thoroughly pervade 
American religion, and even invade their politics. 
  
Therefore, rather than waste ink refuting these teachings (I trust you can do that) 6, the 
purpose of this essay will be to: 1) Put forth what the teachings are which lead to and influence 
millennial theology; 2) Show how they influence the politics and policies of the Middle East; 3) 
Show how these heresies affect religion in America.  It is my prayer that through the 
knowledge of these dangerous heresies we might continue to be faithful watchmen for the 
people in the city of God, and especially the chosen people of our congregations. 
 
 

Thy Kingdom comeThy Kingdom comeThy Kingdom comeThy Kingdom come. 
 
 
When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he included this as the second petition.  And so we pray 
in this petition what Scripture teaches us to pray: 
 

What does this mean? 
 

God’s kingdom certainly comes by itself even without our prayer, but we pray 
in this petition that it may also come to us.   
 

How does God’s kingdom come? 
 

God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives his Holy Spirit, so that by 
his grace we believe his holy Word and lead a godly life now on earth and 
forever in heaven.”7 

 
However when millenialists pray this prayer they have something much different in mind.  For 
instance, James Tabor says:  

                                                 
5
 Prof. Paul Eickmann, “Who is Israel?” published in Preach the Word, November/December 2005. 

6
 Here I might add that I’m glad that I don’t need to refute these teachings.  By God’s grace we believe what his 

Word teaches.  I was expressing my frustration about the paper, namely that it was about heresy, to a worker at 

Mardel, and he asked how the pastor’s conference would receive it.  And I had no doubt that we all would stand up 

in rejection of these Jewish myths.  Thanks be to God who has made us one!  
7
 Luther’s Small Catechism. 
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The phrase “kingdom of heaven” does not refer to a kingdom in heaven as the 
prayer that both John the Baptist and Jesus taught makes clear: “Let your 
kingdom come, let your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  In contrast 
Paul taught that the “earthly Jerusalem” was no longer relevant but a new 
spiritual “Jerusalem above” where Christ now ruled as King (Galatians 4:26).8 

 
I realize that there is some danger in quoting Tabor, since many Bible believing millenialists 
would abhor the mention of their name with his.  And yet, they put themselves into his 
category when they say:  
 

“The kingdom of God which crushes the preceding empires will “fill the earth,” 
so it is…a worldwide kingdom….There will be a one world government, headed 
by Jesus Christ, and there will be one system of laws for all of the inhabitants of 
the earth based on righteousness, justice and fairness.  The hard cases will be 
settled by the Lord Himself with absolute wisdom.9 

 
Likewise, Tim LaHaye, the co-author of the Left Behind series, describes the kingdom of heaven 
as an earthly kingdom.  Well, not quite.  He teaches that Christ came to set up one kingdom 
with two phases.  The first phase, in his view, is the spiritual phase.  This is what Jesus 
explained to Pontius Pilate (John 18:36) and to Nicodemus (John 3:3).  After the spiritual phase 
of the kingdom, “such individuals are then entitled to enter the literal kingdom of God on this 
earth when Christ comes physically to set it up.”10 
 

The Age of the ChurchThe Age of the ChurchThe Age of the ChurchThe Age of the Church    
 
 
Naturally, out of the understanding that the kingdom of heaven is a literal, physical kingdom 
of earth, these teachers must develop another doctrine to explain and defend the next.  This is 
where dispensationalism comes into play.  For C.I. Scofield this was the most obvious answer.  
He defines dispensationalism as follows: 
 

Whoever reads the Scriptures with any consecutiveness or attention cannot fail 
to perceive that in them may be traced a gradual unfolding of divine truth and 
purpose….When this is understood, then it begins to be seen that there is a 
beautiful system in this gradualness of unfolding.  The past is seen to fall into 
periods, marked off by distinct limits, and distinguishable period from period, 
by something peculiar to each.  Thus is comes to be understood that there is a 
doctrine of the Ages, or Dispensations, in the Bible….for lack of clearness at the 
point of the dispensational divisions the inevitable penalty is some degree of 
confusion everywhere.11  

                                                 
8
 James Tabor, “The Jesus Dynasty: The Hidden History of Jesus, his royal family and the birth of Christianity,” 

280. “Ad memoriam Albert Schweitzer – “Missionary, philosopher, historian extraordinaire.  In whose shadow we 

all stand.” 
9
 Pat Robertson, “The New Millennium” 314, 316. 

10
 Tim LaHaye, “Understanding Bible Prophecy for yourself,” 175. 

11
 C.I. Scofield, “Addresses on Prophecy,” 13. 
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The natural result is, as Prof. Gawrisch points outs, a division of world history into seven 
dispensations: “Innocence (Genesis 1:28-2:13); Conscience (Genesis 3:23); Human Government 
(Genesis 8:20); Promise (Genesis 12:1); Law (Exodus 19:8); Grace (John 1:17); Kingdom 
(Ephesians 1:10).”12  Scofield believes that we are, therefore, in the Dispensation of Grace 
waiting for the arrival of the Kingdom. 
 

The The The The chosen people chosen people chosen people chosen people –––– replaced? replaced? replaced? replaced?    
 
 
Almost every millenialist finds himself/herself as a dispensationalist.  It is the only “logical” 
way to understand all the church-talk and mesh that together with the kingdom-talk.  In fact, 
almost every millenialist teaches that we are in the Age of Grace, a.k.a. the Church Age.  
However, not all agree upon who will be at the center of this millennial kingdom.   
 
On the one hand there are those like C.I. Scofield, Pat Robertson, and Hal Hobson who teach 
that the Jews are the ones to whom the Kingdom will be restored.  This teaching has led Mark 
Twain to declare: “All things are mortal but the Jews.”13   It’s obvious to them that there is a 
reason the Jew still exists as a race, while so many other nations have been absorbed into other 
nations – God has plans for them. (This will become clearer as we consider briefly the 
establishment of the current state of Israel.) 
 
On the other hand, there are also those who hold to what is called “replacement theology.”  
Gary Burge, a self-described evangelical Christian, began in favor of the Zionist movement, but 
since then has converted to replacement theology when a Greek Orthodox father told him: 
“The church has inherited the promises of Israel.  The church is actually the new Israel.  What 
Abraham was promised, Christians now possess because they are Abraham’s true spiritual 
children just as the New Testament teaches.”14  Therefore, the Christian church will be at the 
center of God’s kingdom in Jerusalem. 
 
Then, there are those who insist that neither of these ideas are consistent with biblical 
teaching.  (What a concept!)  “What is needed instead is a spiritualized understanding of such 
key words as “nation,” “people,” and so on.  Thus: ‘This is not to argue a replacement theology.  
God ultimately has a role for the Jews (Romans 11), but it will undoubtedly be one consistent 
with biblical history (i.e. hesed - steadfast love and faithfulness), not necessarily a nation 
state.’”15 
 
However, if we were to paint a broad picture of the millennial movement and the reign of 
Christ on earth, we might summarize it this way. 
 

1) The Jews are generally considered to be at the center of biblical prophecy – “It is 
clear then that God has wondrous plans for the Jewish race.”16 

                                                 
12

 Gawrisch, 11-12. 
13

 John Rice, “Jewish Persecution and Bible Prophecies,” 13. 
14

 Quoted by Paul Merkley, “Christian Attitudes toward the State of Israel,” 187. 
15

 Merkley, 188. 
16

 Rice, 13. 
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2) The Land of Palestine is all-important – “There is, in the purpose of God, an 
inseparable connection between the Jew and that land.”17  
 
3) The Messiah will return to rescue the Jews from their oppressors and will usher in 
the Age of the Kingdom.18  “The other portrait shows the Messiah as a conquering king 
with unlimited power, who comes suddenly to earth at the height of a global war and 
saves men from self-destruction.  He places the Israelites who believe in Him as the 
spiritual and secular leaders of the world and brings in an age free of prejudice and 
injustice.”19 

 
It all sounds so attractive? 
 
 

The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household 
and go to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I and go to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I and go to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I and go to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I 
willwillwillwill make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and  make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and  make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and  make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”     
Genesis 12:1Genesis 12:1Genesis 12:1Genesis 12:1----3333    

    
 
God has made incredible promises since the world was made.  “Don’t eat this fruit and you’ll 
never die.”  “Your seed will crush the serpent’s head.”  “All nations will be blessed through 
you.”  “I will remember your sins no more.”  Again and again in both the Old and the New 
Testament God affirms and reaffirms his love to his people, the Israelites, and through them to 
the entire world.  After all, the Jews are the ones from whom the prophets came, and not just 
the prophets, but the Messiah as well.  The blessings of the Jewish Messiah, our Messiah, are 
for you and for me.  We have the One who has redeemed us from the slavery from sin.  All 
God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ: “For no matter how many promises God has made, 
they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.”20  
 
Yet, despite this clear truth of Scripture, many keep looking for Palestine to be the place where 
Christ will return to set up his Messianic kingdom.  And so for many, the establishment of the 
state of Israel in 1948 started the timer which would signal the end of the church age, and 
usher in the kingdom age. 
 
 

The state of Israel todayThe state of Israel todayThe state of Israel todayThe state of Israel today    
 
 

                                                 
17

 Scofield, 52. 
18

 Both pre-millenialist and post-millenialist look for this return of Christ to rule.  For them it’s just a matter of when 

and how that kingdom is ushered in.  Most of the views shared in this essay are from the pre-millennial point of 

view. 
19

 Hal Lindsey, “The Late Great Planet Earth,” pages 18-19. 
20

 2 Corinthians 1:20 
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The push for the establishment of the state of Israel had already begun in the late 1890’s.  
Journalist David Dolan relates the following:  
 

The young journalist, Theodore Herzl, had already begun to despair of the 
continuing anti-Jewish discrimination in “enlightened Europe”…Suddenly, as if 
inspired from above, he became a fiery advocate for a Jewish state, seeing it as 
the only solution for his perennially despised and persecuted people.  But Herzl 
was not content to sit around and wait for the Messiah to set up such a state, as 
most Jews had been since the Roman exile.21 

 
So, Herzl wrote a book, gathered some like minded friends, designed a flag, wrote a national 
anthem, and so began the impetus to form what is Israel today. 
 
Finally, 50 years after Herzl began to push for the state of Israel, the United Nations voted the 
State of Israel into existence.  In May of 1947 a committee had been directed to consider it.  
That October President Truman spoke in favor of the partition plan, a plan which divided the 
land into Arab and Israel partitions, with Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and surrounding suburbs to be 
under UN control.  Truman even ordered his UN ambassador to vote for it.  On 29 November 
1947 the partition plan, which created the state of Israel was approved by a vote of 33-13. 
 
14 May, 1948 Jewish leader David Ben Gurion made the official proclamation of statehood: “By 
virtue of the natural and historical right of the Jewish people, and of the resolution of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, we herby proclaim the establishment of the Jewish 
state, to be called Israel.”22  At least vocally the state of Israel saw itself as the fulfillment of 
prophecy and stated as much in their Charter of Independence: “The final goal is a State which 
fulfills the prophecy, heralds salvation and is a guide and example for all men.”23  
 
 

The divine clockThe divine clockThe divine clockThe divine clock    
 
 
There are many who agreed and who still agree with those proclamations of Israel that it is a 
nation by virtue of Scripture’s prophecy.  In fact, many see these events as a sort of divine 
“time clock.”  Dolan relates his own experience: “I hadn’t realized that millions of Christians 
see the Jewish state as a prophetic time clock, pointing the way toward the end of the world 
and the return of the Messiah.”24 
 
Indeed, the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948, and their aggression in 1967 (The Six 
Day War) signaled to many that the events of the prophecy were being fulfilled before their 
eyes.  Paul Merkely makes a laundry list of those who saw Scripture’s “fulfillment.” One such 
person is the father-in-law of Billy Graham.  Nelson Bell, the author of Christianity Today wrote: 
“For the first time in more than 2,000 years Jerusalem is now completely in the hands of the 

                                                 
21

 David Dolan, “Holy War for the Promised Land,” 60. 
22

 Dolan, 89. 
23

 Merkley, 9. 
24

 Dolan, 111. 
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Jews gives the student of the bible a thrill and a renewed faith in the accuracy and validity of 
the Bible.”25  Likewise, Robertson points to 1967 as a crucial date: “This prophecy was literally 
fulfilled in June of 1967 at the end of the Six day War, when a Jewish nation, for the first time 
since 586 B.C., had gained military control over all Jerusalem.”26 
 
Therefore, since the state of Israel was the fulfillment of prophecy, it is a state which exists by 
divine right.  And since it is a state which exists by divine right, it is also a state which 
Christians ought to support; it is a state which a Christian country ought to support.  We could 
list many who take this point of view.  In days gone by Scofield was one which looked for these 
days.  More recently Billy Graham, Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, among others have 
aggressively supported the cause of Israel.  Paul Merkley declares that Billy Graham was of 
inestimable value to Israel and was “without doubt the most influential figure in world 
Protestantism during the entire half-century that Israel has been in existence….[Graham] 
explains [in his book, His Land] that the re-instatement of the Jews in Israel and in their ancient 
capital, Jerusalem, was an indisputable part of God’s Plan.”27   
 
Jerry Falwell’s Moral Majority played a part in removing Jimmy Carter from office (probably 
more for domestic causes, then for international).  Yet, since he was a supporter of Israel it was 
asked: “Is Jerry Falwell good for the Jews?  Is the Moral Majority a political force with which 
Israel and her supporters should make alliance?  At first blush the answer to these questions is 
a clear yes.  After all, Falwell ranks among Israel’s staunchest supporters.  Israel has too few 
friends as it is.”28  
 
It makes sense.  If the state of Israel is the fulfillment of prophecy, then they are the product of 
God’s will.  And if they are the product of God’s divine, almighty will, then Christians must 
support the state of Israel.  Some disagree on the basis of replacement theology.  Others 
disagree on the basis of a spiritual understanding of prophecy.  But, by and large a threat 
looms large over the heads of millennial Christians today.  After all, God has said to his chosen 
people: “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse.”29  A promise to 
Israel, a threat to Gentiles, these words are the basis for Christian support of the state of Israel. 
 

When Jesus says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40), He will refer to the Jews, His 
blood “brethren” so dear to his heart.  The enemies of the Jews will be 
destroyed and the friends of the Jews (and therefore believers and friends of 
Christ) will be taken into the Kingdom of Christ.30 

 

                                                 
25

 Merkley, 67. 
26

 Robertson, 312. 
27

 Merkley 41. 
28

 Merkley 202.  Please note the context of this quote.  This was written by the Jerusalem Post. As the writer goes 

on, he would have the American Jews question their alliance with Falwell.  Outwardly, he was a help to them.  But 

his agenda would not necessarily be to their advantage.  The purpose of the quote is to show his support for Israel.  

As will be discussed below much of the support for Israel, though outwardly theological, was, at it’s root, politically 

charged.  
29

 Genesis 12:3 
30

 Rice, 32. 
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And again: 
 

And to the Gentile Christians let me add this word of warning and exhortation, I 
beg you, love the Jews…I beg you, never join in any persecution of the Jews….He 
will bring judgment on the nations that oppress Israel.  Them that bless Israel, 
God will bless and them that curse Israel, God will curse.  Remember the solemn 
injunction, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love thee.” 
(Psa. 122:6)31 
 

Robertson also adds: “So long as this nation has any concern for God’s favor, we cannot turn 
our back on Israel.  Through Scripture, the prophets warned that God will judge the nations 
that stand against Israel.”32  And it seems like America is doing just that: “The statement is 
often heard that America supplies the equivalent of ten thousand dollars for every Israeli 
citizen, as if U.S. government checks are being handed out in the streets of Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem!”33 
 
Logically, it makes sense that in our foreign affairs we would give such aid to the Israeli people.  
Logically, it makes perfect sense why Christians would want their senators and representatives 
to be positively disposed toward Israel.  And it’s easy to draw lines between American money 
to Israel, and American support for Israel.  It’s as easy to draw theological lines to political 
policy in Israel, as it is for Hal Lindsey to draw lines from prophecy to current events.  (You can 
almost hear him and others whisper: “The clock is ticking.”)  Yet, this entire issue is 
thoroughly clouded with theologically charged political rhetoric.  What I mean is this – I 
wonder if all this talk about support for Israel is just rhetoric to advance a political cause. 
 
The former President Bush was always a proponent of peace in the Middle East.  He said, 
“peace in the Middle East need not be a dream….seek peace, real peace.  And by real peace I 
mean treaties.  Security. Diplomatic relations.  Economic relations.  Trade.  Investment.  
Cultural exchange.  Even tourism….these negotiations will not be easy…but the alternative to 
peace is a future of violence and waste and tragedy.”34  Bush supported earthly peace, 
economic peace, something to support the American way of life, but there was nothing there 
which hinted at theological reasons for peace.  The goal was greed and worldly peace.  In fact, 
some would argue that was the impetus for the initial granting of statehood.  Justice was the 
way it was put.35  Justice for the Jew was a commonly heard argument.  It was only fair, given 
their hard past, that they be given their own land. 
 

                                                 
31

 Rice, 45. 
32

 Robertson, 286. 
33

 Dolan, 248. 
34

 Dolan, 168. 
35

 Merkley notes: “In the long background of this perception that the cause of the Zionists was “just” was the two 

thousand years of the Jewish Diaspora…In the immediate background was the Holocaust.  In the foreground was the 

reality of several hundred thousand homeless European Jews.  Given that the alternative to a Jewish state in 

Palestine was the absorption of these hundreds of thousands of displaced Jews into gentile lands, it was not difficult 

to see what “blessing” Israel required at this moment, nor to appreciate that in so blessing, we too – the nations of 

the West – would also be blessed” (4). 
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Even the first leaders of Israel recognized this.  Chaim Weizmann, head of the World Zionist 
Organization filled his rhetoric with prophetic sections of the Hebrew Scriptures in defense of 
the creation of the state of Israel.  This account was reported: “We’ll make this do – but how 
about a posuk for an ending?”  They looked for a Bible, Eban recalled…spent half an hour on 
Isaiah, looking for [a] ‘Return to Zion’ passage.”36  Likewise Ben-Gurion used prophecy as a tool.  
Speaking with Nixon he said: “Since I invoke Torah so often, let me state that I don’t 
personally believe in the God it postulates.  I mean that I cannot ‘turn to God,’ or pray to a 
superhuman Almighty Being living up in the sky…I am not religious, nor were the majority of 
the early builders of Israel believers.  Yet their passion for this land stemmed from the Book of 
Books…[The Bible is] the single most important book in my life.”37 
 
In the end at best it’s difficult to say what influence millennialism has had on American 
politics.  It has certainly influenced it’s rhetoric, but I suspect that in many cases the politics 
were charged by individual beliefs and that theology was used to support the politic.  
Nevertheless, regardless of the motives of the leaders, many Christians follow them  because of 
the language they use.  And that, sad to say, is the result of the millennial influence upon 
American religion. 
 
 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance 

and the encouragement of the Scand the encouragement of the Scand the encouragement of the Scand the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.riptures we might have hope.riptures we might have hope.riptures we might have hope.    
Romans 15:4Romans 15:4Romans 15:4Romans 15:4    

    
    
It’s always sort of interesting to compare Scripture to theology.  As we all know, theology is a 
practical aptitude of the heart which comes from Scripture.  It tells us about God and what he 
wants from us.  True theology does not and will not contradict Scripture. 
 
But, compare Scripture with the theology of some, and we come away with a truly dismal 
picture.  Take for example Hobson’s view of God’s Kingdom, and God’s view of his Kingdom.  
This is the comparison which Prof. Gawrisch draws: 
 

Here is Hal Lindsey’s description of the kingdom: “God’s Kingdom will be 
characterized by peace and equity, and by universal spirituality and knowledge 
of the Lord.  Even the animals and reptiles will lose their ferocity and no longer 
be carnivorous.  All men will have plenty and be secure.  There will be a chicken 
in every pot and no one will steal it.  The Great Society which human rulers 
throughout the centuries have promised, but never produced, will at last be 
realized under Christ’s rule.”  Compare this carnal, materialistic hope with 
Paul’s statement, “The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, 
but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rm 14:17).38 

 

                                                 
36

 Merkley, 15. 
37

 Merkley, 17. 
38

 Gawrisch, 31. 
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It’s obvious that spiritual dangers surround the millennial teaching concerning the chosen 
people.  These are just a few: 1) It turns Scripture into a book of codes to be cracked; 2) It fails 
to see the Old Testament as completely fulfilled; 3) It fails to take sin seriously. 
 
 

1) It turns Scripture 1) It turns Scripture 1) It turns Scripture 1) It turns Scripture into a book of codes to be crackedinto a book of codes to be crackedinto a book of codes to be crackedinto a book of codes to be cracked    
 
 
Tim LaHaye gives this as the Golden Rule of Interpretation: “When the plain sense of Scripture 
makes common sense, seek no other sense, but take every word at its primary, literary 
meaning, unless the facts of the immediate context clearly indicate otherwise.”39  If only he 
would listen.  Instead, he treats these prophecies as if there were more than one proper and 
divine understanding.  His book on interpreting prophecies is aimed at helping Christians 
crack the code; only after helping the reader read and understand the passages, does he offer 
his interpretation.  Robertson and Lindsey come at it from another angle – “let’s take the 
passages and insert the historical application where it fits.”  They take a passage from here and 
from there, and tie it together with a little world history. 
 
And so we have those who add a little Scripture to a lot of history and begin to set dates, or at 
least, general times for Christ’s return.  LaHaye wouldn’t be so bold as to set a date for Christ’s 
return.  But he would tell us we can guess at the general period.  “We can’t know the day or 
hour (Mt 25:13), but we can know the season or the general period of time.”40  Others are more 
bold.  Robertson sets 29 April 2007 as the “end of the Gentile power.”41 
 
Where does this leave the Christian?  Sure, he or she may have the Bible, but that’s just not 
going to cut it.  If they’re going to be right about even the general time period, they need help 
to decipher Scripture.  The people in Luther’s day were ignorant about what the church was 
teaching; they couldn’t read or understand Latin.  But for many Christians today the Bible 
might as well be published in Latin.  Obviously it’s much too difficult for the average Joe and 
Jane to understand without the help of Bible scholars who devote their lives to piecing it all 
together.  It’s no wonder that “scriptural” fiction flies off the shelf as it does; it’s easier to 
understand the story, than it is the truth. 
 
And when millennialism has clouded Scripture, it continues to teach bad hermeneutics.  
Instead of starting with the simple, clear sedes for the doctrine (in this case – Matthew 24-25; 
Mark 13; Luke 21), they practically teach people to interpret passages based on their own 
merit, instead of treating Scripture as a whole. 
 
Just as dangerous as the isolation of passages is another issue regarding proper hermeneutics.  
How is one to read the passages?  Lindsey argues that amillennialists interpret eschatological 
passages spiritually, while he interprets them literally.42  If he were correct, then following to 
his own rule we’d be looking for many headed beasts, flying lions, and great many other 
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things.  Instead, he picks and chooses which passages to interpret literally, and which to 
interpret figuratively.  On the other hand, Becker declares the application of the proper 
hermeneutic for apocalyptic writing: “We will have learned how to deal with this book 
(Revelation) when we have learned to read the Apocalypse the way we read parables…The 
literal truth is that Revelation is a vision, and it is literally true that John saw the things he 
described here, and that the things he saw were symbols which pictured the future history of 
the church.  This is the literal meaning of the plain words of the text.”43 
 
All in all Christians are left confused and frustrated in their own personal study of Scripture.  
It’s no wonder they turn to the professionals to be able to understand.  And when those 
professionals point them to times and dates, to Jewish myths, their eyes are clouded, their 
senses are dulled and they don’t have any oil in their lamps.  Poor hermeneutics leads to poor 
focus, even loss of focus on Christ.  But, more on that later. 
 
 

2) It fails to see the Old Testament as completely fulfilled2) It fails to see the Old Testament as completely fulfilled2) It fails to see the Old Testament as completely fulfilled2) It fails to see the Old Testament as completely fulfilled....    
    
    
Hal Lindsey notes that the prophecies about Christ point to two Messiahs: “Men view the two 
portraits of the Messiah in the same manner. They saw two different persons, but missed the 
connection.  They did not perceive that there could be just one Messiah, coming in two 
different roles and separated by the valley of time.”44  In other words, people were mistakenly 
seeking two different Christ’s.  For many Jesus fulfilled the suffering part of the portrait, but 
not the kingly portion.   
 
Is time the answer to this division?  Scofield believes that it is.  He points to a number of 
different proofs that Christ is the Messiah: he is born of woman’s seed; he is born of Abram’s 
seed; even more specifically, he is born of David’s seed, of the house and line of David; he will 
be divine – Immanuel; he will be miraculously born of a virgin; he will enter the world before 
the destruction of Jerusalem; he will suffer; he will be born in Bethlehem; he will be a king and 
be exalted highly.45  In the first act of this divine drama Christ fulfilled all of these promises 
except for the promise of reigning on the throne of David: 
 

How can He be the great Davidic monarch restoring again the glory of 
Solomon’s house, and also a sacrifice bearing the sins and iniquities of Israel 
and all the people?  How can it be?  Clearly, destinies so strongly contrasted 
could not be accomplished simultaneously.  There is only one answer 
possible…Suppose the suffering Messiah and the glorious Messiah to be one, 
divided by death, reunited by resurrection? ...The humiliation, the sacrificial 
death is accomplished; the glory is coming.46 
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I struggle mightily to fully understand Scofield’s argument.  What is clear, however, is his 
opinion that there is one final part of the prophecy yet to be fulfilled.  Proof after proof he 
gives to support the fact that Christ has come in fulfillment of prophecy.  But, he has left some 
of it undone.  Not by failure, mind you, it just wasn’t time yet.  He will return to completely 
fulfill the remainder of Scripture. 
 
This can only leave the Christian in constant doubt about the certainty of his salvation.  If 
some of the Old Testament is left unfulfilled, what yet must be done?  Will it be done? Christ 
has risen, but will he come again?   
 

3333) It fails to take sin seriously.) It fails to take sin seriously.) It fails to take sin seriously.) It fails to take sin seriously.    
 
But, then again, I doubt that this question even enters their mind since their focus is so 
blurred.   They just can’t see that far.  They are chiefly concerned with the world right now, or 
to be more accurate, the world as it will be.  They are diviner wanna-bes…no?  They are more 
concerned with knowing the future then they are with realizing the past.  They see Scripture 
as a divine horoscope, not as the story of Jesus’ victory for sinners.   They look for the final 
fulfillment of the Messiah to be revealed when he returns with the saints to rule from 
Jerusalem.  They look for the Messiah to return and usher in a time of unprecedented 
prosperity.  They look for a mass conversion of the Jews at Christ’s return.  They’ll see him 
returning in such power that naturally they’ll turn to him, and so (as they say) all Israel will be 
saved. 
 
But, what is so often missed in this connection is how seriously God takes sin.  God is a holy 
God who hates sin and those who sin.  He is serious about sin.  And Israel is a prime example of 
that.  As we read the Old Testament we can scarcely miss the refrain coming from the mouth 
of God: “I have seen these people and they are a stiff-necked people.”47  Their sin is the reason 
for the Diaspora.  Their sin is the reason for their rebuke. 
 

The real owner of the Promised Land would permit Abraham’s descendant to 
continue to live there only if they remained faithful to him.  If, however, they 
were unfaithful to him and turned to other gods, they would forfeit their right 
to live in the land and would be driven out of it.  History documents that this is 
exactly what happened.  In regard to present-day Israelis, you will observe that 
the majority – at home and abroad – scorn and suppress the Word of God 
concerning Christ.48 

 
The Jews sinned by their rejection.  God is holy and will not stand for second place.   
 
(At this point, an exegesis of Romans 9-11 would be in place to understand how God has used 
the hard hearts of the Jew for the Gentile, but also to see how greatly God loved the Jew and 
the Gentile in sending his Son.) 
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Sin is not taken seriously in relation to the Jews, and it isn’t taken seriously by those who are 
the most vocal when it comes to “the chosen people.”  By that, I mean that they don’t talk 
about sin.  In large part, books like “The Late Great Plant Earth” and “Addresses on Prophecy” 
are aimed at a Christian, not Jewish audience.  These books aim to alert the Christian masses 
about the end times.  And inevitably the call for faith follows, but not after a proclamation of 
God’s law.  The reason to convert is not – “you’re a terrible sinner, but Jesus has fixed it by his 
death and resurrection.”  Rather, the reason to convert is – “Do these things scare you?” 
 

After considering the incredible things in this book, what should our attitude 
and purpose be?  First, if you are not sure that you have personally accepted the 
gift of God’s forgiveness which Jesus purchased by bear the judgment of a holy 
God that was due your sins, then you should do so right now wherever you 
are.49 

 
This is certainly a new gospel.  I like to call it the gospel of fear.  Saint Paul warns about this: 
“But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: 
If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally 
condemned!”50  The words are clear, yet we find this gospel of fear invading and replacing the 
true gospel of peace. 
 

In Left Behind, Christians committed to a Law-and-Gospel understanding of the 
Scriptures find themselves in a strange world.  Over it all looms a sort of 
eschatological mushroom cloud, supposedly foretold in prophecy, to frighten 
God’s children back home.  The evangelistic message of the series: it’s high time 
now to get ready for the Rapture, or else.  That’s a far cry from the gospel of grace 
shining from the cross and also from the somber appeal Jesus attached to the 
signs at the end of Luke 21, all fulfilled in his own generation.51 
 

The gospel never calls us to be afraid.  It never tell us to run and hide.  Instead, the gospel tells 
us exactly what to do: “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.”52 
 
 

Die ganze Die ganze Die ganze Die ganze Schrift treibt JesusSchrift treibt JesusSchrift treibt JesusSchrift treibt Jesus    
 
 
But, I suppose none of these things should surprise us.  Nor should it surprise us, that when 
these arguments are taken to the very end of their rope, we find ourselves looking at a 
different Savior.  John Rice perceives that “Christians may long for Christ as Saviour and 
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Husband but Jews look for Christ as Deliverer and King.”53  The Jews are looking for a Messiah 
who is still coming.  He already has come, therefore, they’re looking for a myth and legend.  
Their hope is in a fable.  They’re putting their trust in a Redeemer who’s not coming.  And if, 
still today, people are looking for the same Redeemer, they too have missed the truth. 
 
Sadly, this is the result of the failure to take Scripture seriously.  And when you don’t take 
Scripture seriously, then finally Jesus blows away in the wind of false whispers.  Why? Weil die 
ganze Schrift Jesus treibt.  All of Scripture advances, drives, pushes Jesus.  On the surface, these 
false teachings about the chosen people, don’t seem so dangerous.  But beneath the surface is a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  If he can lead someone to deny the creation truth, 
then he can lead them to deny the almighty Jesus who created with the Father.  If he can lead 
someone to look for a Messiah who is coming to set up a utopian Kingdom in Jerusalem, who is 
going to restore the Jews as God’s chosen people, then he can lead them to look away from the 
cross and resurrection and to some future kingdom.  Then Satan has won, because then we’re 
not calling on the name of Jesus any longer.  We’re seeking another Messiah still to come. 
 
 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word;     
Curb those who by deceit or swordCurb those who by deceit or swordCurb those who by deceit or swordCurb those who by deceit or sword    
Would seek to overthrow your SonWould seek to overthrow your SonWould seek to overthrow your SonWould seek to overthrow your Son    
And to destroy what he has done.And to destroy what he has done.And to destroy what he has done.And to destroy what he has done.54545454    

    
    
It used to scare me when I read Jesus’ words in Matthew 24: “If those days had not been cut 
short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.”55  I was 
afraid because of how terrible those days would be.  Then our Savior tells us about the increase 
in wickedness.  He tells us that the love of most would grow cold.  Certainly, terrifying things. 
 
The arguments presented by all of those in the millennial camp are dangerous.  They sound 
good.  Many of the books pushing this millennialism are very well written.  For the most part, 
they are easy reading.  But it’s more than just style which makes them dangerous.  They look 
logical.  They look Scriptural.  That’s exactly what makes them so dangerous.  Logically, it 
looks like Scripture is being fulfilled since Israel is now a state.  Logically, it looks like Scripture 
is being fulfilled as we see nation rise and fall.  And we need to be vigilant as we watch.  Satan 
has hidden himself beneath sheep’s clothing. 
 
But we need not be afraid.  Jesus told us that these things would come.  He told us that these 
things would come to pass.  In fact, his apostles were first hand witnesses of these things.  
However, in the face of  these things, we have certainty as we look into the empty tomb this 
Easter season – “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”56  The victory is ours!  The 
kingdom ours remaineth! 
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And so we pray, “thy kingdom come.”  Not asking that Jesus would come and rule on earth, but 
asking that he would come and rule our hearts through his gospel, and that he would come 
and rule in the hearts of many others through the gospel we proclaim. 
 

Your kingdom come, we humbly pray,Your kingdom come, we humbly pray,Your kingdom come, we humbly pray,Your kingdom come, we humbly pray,    
That Christ may rule in us todayThat Christ may rule in us todayThat Christ may rule in us todayThat Christ may rule in us today    
And that your Holy Spirit bringAnd that your Holy Spirit bringAnd that your Holy Spirit bringAnd that your Holy Spirit bring    

Still more to worship Christ as King.Still more to worship Christ as King.Still more to worship Christ as King.Still more to worship Christ as King.    
Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage;Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage;Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage;Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage;    

Preserve your Church from age to age.Preserve your Church from age to age.Preserve your Church from age to age.Preserve your Church from age to age.57575757    
    
 
God grant it for Jesus’ sake. 
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