
2006 Pastor – Teacher – Delegate Conference 
Shiloh Lutheran Retreat Center – Pittsburg, Texas 

January 26th & 27th, 2006 
 
Thursday, January 26th 
 
Our conference opened with worship and a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Vicar Brad Taylor (Grace, Scroggins, TX) served as 
presiding minister and Pastor Dave Rau (Abiding Word, Houston, TX) preached on the Gospel lesson from Matthew 2:1-11. He 
reminded us how the simple story of Jesus’ revelation to the Gentiles is so important for us today. The light of Jesus shines 
forth both to us and through us. 
 
Our conference chairman, Pastor Bill Gabb (Atonement, Plano, TX) called a ten minute recess.  
 
The chairman called the conference to order at 11:15 am. 
 
The secretary called the roll; guests were introduced and welcomed. 90 individuals were present, 5 excused their attendance 
and 2 others are expected to arrive during conference. An attendance sheet is attached to these minutes. 
 

• 39 pastors 
• 2 vicars 
• 2 staff ministers 
• 11 male teachers 
• 24 delegates 
• 12 guests 

 
The agenda was adopted as distributed with the change that Tim Dolan is not able to be here to report on LPS recruitment. 
 
Dr. Dan Schmeling welcomed us to Camp Shiloh and made several announcements. 
 
District President, Pastor Vilas Glaeske (Grace, Scroggins, TX) was called upon to present the first portion of his report. 
 
At noon, Pastor Rau led us in prayer and we recessed for lunch. 
 
Pastor Chris Esmay (King of Kings, Alexandria, LA) opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Luke 2:41-50. Although we don’t 
have many details about our Savior’s youth, his active obedience on our behalf is clearly evident and reason for our praise. 
 
The following men presented reports, discussion followed and we thanked them all for their work on our behalf…(Any 
written reports are attached to these minutes.) 
 

• Pastor Dave Liggett (WELS Director of Christian Giving) – WELS Ministry of Christian Giving (he also introduced Mr. Arnie 
Nommensen as our district’s deferred gift counselor) 

• Pastor Glaeske was recalled for the remainder of his report. 
• Mr. Robert Timmerman (Holy Word, Austin, TX) – Synodical Council 
• Pastor Phil Kieselhorst (Gethsemane, Oklahoma City, OK) (for Pastor Steve Valleskey (Abiding Word, Houston, TX)) – Board for World 

Missions 
• Pastor Roger Zehms (Risen Savior, Austin, TX) – District Mission Board 
• Pastor Dave Schneider (Cross of Christ, Universal City, TX) – Parish Services overview 

� Pastor John Hering (Divine Peace, Garland, TX) – Evangelism 
� Pastor John Koelpin (Calvary, Dallas, TX) – Worship 
� Pastor Fred Schleg (Abiding Faith, Pinehurst, TX) – Youth Discipleship 
� Pastor Dave Rau – District Summer Camps 
� Mr. Jim Henrickson (Calvary, Dallas, TX) – Parish Schools 
� Pastor Nate Buege (Victory of the Lamb, Katy, TX) – Adult Discipleship 
� Pastor Josh Martin (Abiding Savior, Killeen, TX) – Special Ministries 

 
A fifteen minute break was called by the chairman. 
 



Reports continued… 
 

• Mr. Jim Holm – WELS Investment Funds 
• Dr. Dan Schmeling – Camp Shiloh 
• Pastor John Koelpin / Pastor Nate Buege – NPH Book Review 

 
Pastor Larry Schlomer (Christ the Lord, Houston, TX) presented his essay: “God Speaks to Me.” Discussion followed, especially 
regarding the divine call, and we thanked Larry for his work. 
 
Pastor Esmay led us in prayer and the conference recessed for the evening at 6:20 pm. 
 
Friday, January 27th 
 
Pastor Chuck Huebner (Grace, Lowell, AR) opened our Friday morning session with a devotion on Matthew 4:23-25. We were 
reminded that Jesus revealed his glory and divinity through miracles. He performed the miracle of faith in our lives, through 
which we have eternal salvation. 
 
Pastor Chris Goelzer (Living Hope, San Antonio, TX), District Secretary, reported on the district funds. Several congregations still owe 
dues. Guidelines concerning the travel equalization fund were reiterated. 
 
Pastor Eric Hartzell (Cross and Crown, Georgetown, TX) presented his essay: “Ecclesiastes: Finding Fulfillment When Others Find 
Futility.” Discussion followed and we thanked Eric for his work. 
 
Pastor Phil Schwerin (Faith, Russellville, AR) reported on the District Ministry of Christian Giving, formerly CCFS. He encouraged 
us to submit our 2006 commitments if we haven’t already done so. 
 
Pastor Hering encouraged us to use a WELS printer for our church printing needs: www.trinity3in1.net. 
 
Pastor Buege announced that an upcoming Marriage Retreat will be held Del Lago Resort in Houston. More info will come. 
He also announced that a Pastors’ Institute will, in fact, be held this year and more info will be coming from Pastor Esmay. 
 
A break was called by the chairman. 
 
Pastor Myrl Wagenknecht (Immanuel, Fort Worth, TX) presented his essay: “Sketches from the Early Years of the South Central 
District: North.” Discussion followed and we thanked Myrl for his work, both on his paper and in his ministry throughout the 
district. 
 
Suggestions for our offering and for next year’s conference location were given for us to think about. A motion was made 
and to hold our 2007 PTD Conference at Camp Shiloh. Discussion followed. A motion was made and passed to table the 
motion. 
 
Pastor Harold Johne (Emeritus) announced that Pastor Paul Eickmann is suffering from cancer and to remember him and his wife 
Kathleen in our prayers. 
 
Various groups were asked to meet during the lunch break, a few announcements were made, Pastor Huebner led us in prayer 
and we recessed for lunch. 
 
Pastor Jim Krause (Gethsemane, Corpus Christi, TX) opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Luke 3:21,22. Jesus’ glory and 
divinity are revealed to us in his baptism where he was identified to John – and through him to us – as the promised Savior. 
 
Pastor Vilas Glaeske presented his essay: “The WELS in Texas: South – An Anecdotal History.” Storytime followed and we 
thanked Vilas for his work, both on his paper and in and on behalf of our district. 
 
The following conference business was conducted… 
 

• After discussion, it was voted that the offering from our opening worship, in the amount of $647, be designated for 
our mission in Brazil. Dan Schmeling will send a check on our behalf. 

• A motion was passed to take off the table the matter of our 2007 PTD Conference host. Discussion continued. The 
original motion (Camp Shiloh) failed. It was then moved and passed that we accept the invitation of Our Savior, San 
Antonio, TX. Conference is scheduled for January 25-26, 2007. 



• The essay committee presented and we approved the following slate of papers for next January’s PTD Conference… 
� Church Governance in America – Mr. Jim Henrickson 
� Isagogical Study of Zechariah – Pastor Dave Kapler 
� Doctrinal Response to "Once Saved...Always Saved" – Pastor Tim Soukup 
� Evaluation of Christian Parenting Resources – Mr. Chad White 

• We offered our thanks to the following… 
� Dan Schmeling and the staff of Camp Shiloh for hosting us; 
� The members of Holy Word, Austin for preparing and serving our meals; 
� The worship leaders, preacher, organists, reporters and essayists; Pastor Koelpin for faithfully preparing our 

worship materials, as usual. 
 
Pastor Glaeske announced that Pastor Dan Voigt (Mount Olive, Tulsa, OK) was appointed as chairman of the District Constitution 
Committee. 
 
Dan Schmeling made a few final announcements. 
 
The secretary read the minutes and they were approved. 
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 2:50 pm. 
 
Pastor Ron Semro (Christ Our Savior, Angleton, TX) closed our conference with a devotion on Philippians 2:14-16a. The celebration of 
Epiphany continues as the light of God’s grace shines through us as stars living in and witnessing to a world of darkness. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Mike Gehl (Our Savior, Arlington, TX), Conference Secretary 


