
South Central Conference Minutes – Spring Pastors’ Study Conference 
Gethsemane, Oklahoma City, OK 

April 18 – 19, 2005 
 
Monday 
 
Our conference began with worship and a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Pastor Phil Kieselhorst 
(Gethsemane, OKC) served as presiding minister and Pastor Dick Schleicher (Prince of Peace, Flower Mound) preached 
on John 20:19-29 using the theme: “An Easter Announcement of Peace Proclaimed.” A thank-offering 
in the amount of $215.00 was gathered. 
 
Pastor Bill Gabb (Atonement, Plano), conference chairman, called the meeting to order at 11:30 am. 
 
The secretary called the roll and the following were present at the time: 33 pastors; 2 vicars; 1 staff 
minister; 2 synodical representatives and guests. Excuses were noted for those absent and 1 additional 
pastor arrived on Tuesday. 
 
The agenda was adopted as distributed. 
 
District President, Pastor Vilas Glaeske (Grace, Scroggins) was called upon to present his report. Discussion 
was postponed until after lunch. 
 
Pastor Schleicher led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Dave Schneider (Cross of Christ, Universal City) opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Acts 
10:34-47, using the theme: “Peace Proclaimed to the Gentiles.” 
 
Pastor John Vieths (Calvary, Dallas) presented his essay: “Suffering Gracefully: An Exegesis of 1 Peter 3:17-
21. Discussion followed and we thanked John for his work. 
 
Pastor Glaeske was recalled for discussion on his report, after which we received it with thanks. 
 
Mr. Robert Hering was introduced as our guest. 
 
A short break was called. 
 
Pastor Chris Goelzer (Living Hope, San Antonio) presented his essay: “Consensus Building.” Discussion 
followed and we were all in consensus of thanking Chris for his work. 
 
The following reports were given, discussion followed, and they were received with thanks… 
 

• Synodical Council – Mr. Robert Timmerman - we especially thanked Robert and the members of 
the SC for their work in making such difficult decisions 

• District Mission Board – Pastor Roger Zehms (Risen Savior, Austin) 
• Board for World Missions – Pastor Steve Valleskey (Abiding Word, Houston) 
• NPH Book Review – Pastors John Gaertner (Holy Cross, OKC) and John Koelpin (Calvary, Dallas) 
• Ministry of Planned Giving – Mr. Mark Becker 

 



Pastor John Hering (Divine Peace, Garland) announced Schools of Evangelism in Austin in November and in 
San Antonio in January and asked that those congregations meet with him this evening. 
 
Pastor Kieselhorst gave some directions regarding this evening's meal. 
 
Pastor Dave Rau (Abiding Word, Houston) spoke regarding June's Teen Retreat. He will send out all the details 
this week. 
 
We expressed our gratitude to Pastor John Gaertner (Holy Cross, Oklahoma City) for all his work in the gospel 
ministry and for the positive influence he and his family have had on all of us. 
 
Pastor John Koelpin (Calvary, Dallas) closed our Monday afternoon session with prayer. 
 
Tuesday 
 
Pastor Josh Martin (Abiding Savior, Killeen) opened our Tuesday morning session with a devotion on Psalm 
85:8, using the theme: “Peace: A Proclamation of God.” 
 
Pastor Marc Von Deylen (Lord of Life, Friendswood) presented his essay: “Ezra and Nehemiah – Rebuilding 
God’s People.” Discussion followed and we thanked Marc for his work. 
 
A break was called. 
 
Pastor Joel Sauer (Abiding Savior, Weslaco) presented his essay: “Preaching Sanctification.” Discussion 
followed and we thanked Joel for his work. 
 
Pastor Chris Goelzer (Living Hope, San Antonio) made announcements regarding the upcoming June 18th 
District Delegate Conference; travel equalization and the 2005 district dues. 
 
In late-breaking news, the results of the Boston Marathon were announced. 
 
Pastor Don Patterson (Holy Word, Austin) announced the 40th anniversary of Vilas Glaeske in the pastoral 
ministry - to be celebrated on July 31st at 5:30 pm at Grace. 
 
Pastor Glaeske encouraged us to regularly include our church body in our prayers in our weekly 
worship. 
 
The members of the District Commission on Evangelism and the pastors of the Capital Circuit are asked 
to meet briefly. 
 
Pastor Martin led us in prayer and we broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Mike Gehl (Our Savior, Arlington) opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Ezekiel 37:24-28, 
using the theme: “Announce a Lasting Peace.” 
 
Pastor John Koelpin (Calvary, Dallas) presented his essay: “Using Technology in Worship.” Discussion 
followed and we thanked John for his work. 
 
Pastor Kieselhorst made an announcement regarding rides to the airport. 



 
The essay committee, Pastors Nate Buege (Victory of the Lamb, Katy) and Fred Schleg (Abiding Faith, Pinehurst) 
presented the following slate of papers for next spring, which were approved by the body… 

• The DaVinci Code: A Ready Response - Pastor Jerry Kassebaum  
• Special Offerings: A History in the WELS - Pastor Ron Semro 
• An Isagogical History of Sacrifice in the Old Testament - Pastor Jan Eggert 
• Exegetical Study of Paul's "This Is a Trustworthy Saying" - Pastor Josh Martin 

 
Next year’s Spring Study Conference is scheduled for April 17 – 18, 2006. We graciously accept Our 
Savior, Arlington's invitation to host us. 
 
It was decided that the offering gathered at the opening service be sent to the Student Assistance Fund. 
Pastor Kieselhorst will have his treasurer send the check on our behalf. 
 
Pastor Myrl Wagenknecht (Immanuel, Fort Worth) reported on the status of the Lone Star Lutheran High School 
investment. 75% of the earnings are available to any students from our district who are attending a 
synodical high school (prep or alhs). A motion was made and passed that we provide $100 each to the 
two families who have already requested assistance. 
 
Pastor Schleg invited our comments on having WLCFS address our district on the Stepping Stones 
program. 
 
Pastor Mark Bitter (Good Shepherd, The Woodlands) spoke regarding a rescheduled School of Worship Enrichment 
in our district. 
 
Pastor John Gaertner wished God's richest blessings on our district as he prepares for his retirement. 
 
We graciously thank the following... 

• Pastor Kieselhorst and the members of Gethsemane congregation, for their hospitality 
• The essayists, presenters, and synodical reps 
• Our vicars, for distributing materials 
• Our preacher, liturgist, devotion leaders and organists, for feeding us with the Word and guiding 

our worship and John Koelpin for organizing it 
 
The secretary read the minutes and they were approved. 
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn. 
 
Pastor Neil Hansen (Prince of Peace, Houston) closed our conference with a devotion on 2 Corinthians 5:18-21, 
using the theme: “The Ministry of Reconciliation: Peace between God and the World.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor Michael Gehl, conference secretary 


