
Minutes of the SCD PTD Conference 
January 20-21, 2005 

Shiloh Lutheran Retreat Center 
 
Thursday, January 20th 
 
Our conference opened with a service of Word and Sacrament. Vicar Ben Kuerth served as presiding 
minister and Pastor Marc Von Deylen preached on Luke 2:14, the First Announcement of Peace 
Procured. 
 
After a short break, Pastor Bill Gabb called the conference to order, the roll was called and the agenda 
was approved. 84 men were in attendance (35P / 2V / 9T / 2 SM / 29 D / 7 G) with a few others 
expected to arrive later in the day. 
 
Pastor Vilas Glaeske presented his President's Report. We were asked to hold our discussion and 
questions until after lunch. 
 
Pastor Von Deylen closed our morning session with the singing of a hymn verse and the conference 
broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Art Schupmann opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Colossians 1:19-20, Peace 
Procured at the Cross. 
 
Robert Timmerman was called upon to present the Synodical Council report. In addition to his 
comments, he referred us to the addendum of Pastor Glaeske's report. Discussion followed - we were 
reminded to continue to preach and teach proper biblical stewardship principles. Mr. Timmerman was 
thanked for his report. 
 
Pastor Matthew Crass, Dean of Students at LPS addressed us regarding the Prep School Study 
Committee. The full report is available online. The overwhelming response by the districts was to keep 
things status quo. The recommendation of the committee is to decrease support at MLS over a twelve-
year period. We were reminded that Christ will continue to reign no matter what form our educational 
system takes. Discussion followed and Pastor Crass was thanked for his report. 
 
Pastor Roger Zehms presented the District Mission Board report. We received his report with thanks. 
 
Pastor Glaeske was recalled for discussion of his report. Several points were raised - Prep School 
funding, NAO, Tent Ministry - and Pastor Glaeske was thanked for his report. 
 
Pastor Dave Schneider was called to report on Parish Services. The following district coordinators also 
reported... 

• Pastor Josh Martin - Special Ministries 
• Pastor John Hering - Evangelism 

 
A short break was called. 
 
Parish Services coordinators continued... 

• Pastor Fred Schleg - Youth Discipleship 
• Pastor Neil Hansen - Adult Discipleship 
• Pastor John Koelpin - Worship 
• Mr. Ryan Hill - Parish Schools 
• Pastor Dave Rau - Teen Retreat 

We received all these reports with thanks. 
 



Dr. Dan Schmeling reported on Camp Shiloh and we thanked him for his work. 
 
Arnie Nommensen reported on the deferred giving area of the Planned Giving ministry and encouraged 
us to schedule an Estate Planning Seminar with him if we haven't had one recently. Pastor John Graf, the 
Director of Planned Giving, also reported on the overall work of their ministry, and he introduced our 
district's new current Gift Planning Counselor, Mr. Mark Becker. We offered our thanks for their work. 
 
Professor Keith Wessel of MLC addressed the conference on how we can be involved in worker training 
by focusing us on the key words: Praise  / Pray / Plan / Partner. Discussion followed and Professor 
Wessel was thanked for his visit and report. We asked that he convey our prayers and encouragement to 
the students and faculty. 
 
Brian Roser was called to the floor to speak on LACE (Lutheran Association for Church Extension). He 
briefly outlined the program and encouraged anyone interested to contact him for more details. We 
thanked him for his report. 
 
Pastor Steve Valleskey presented the Board for World Missions report. Discussion followed and we 
thanked him for his work. 
 
A ten minute break was called. 
 
Pastor Mike Gehl took the chair as Pastor Bill Gabb presented his paper, "Counseling Those Suffering 
from Addiction" by means of a PowerPoint presentation. Discussion took place throughout the 
presentation and we thanked Pastor Gabb for his work. Pastor Gabb retook the chair. 
 
Dr. Dan gave some instructions regarding this evening's meal. 
 
Pastor Schneider reminded district reps to remain to have pictures taken for the District web site. 
 
The Bergdorfs were introduced and welcomed as our guests. 
 
Pastor Schupmann closed our Thursday session with the singing of hymn 594. 
 
Friday, January 21st 
 
Pastor Bob Green opened our Friday morning session with a devotion on Romans 5:1, Peace Procured is 
Received by Faith. 
 
Pastor John Hering presented his paper, "The Sermon - a Need to Change?" Discussion followed and 
Pastor Hering was thanked for his work. 
 
We were reminded of the LWMS display that's posted in the conference center and a short break was 
called. 
 
Pastor Chuck Huebner presented his paper, "Jonah, Then and Now." We thanked him for his work. 
 
The Essay Committee proposed the following papers for next January... 

• God Spoke to Me - Schlomer 
• SCD History: Creation to 1982 - Glaeske 
• SCD History: 1983 to Present - Wagenknecht 
• Isagogical Study of Ecclesiastes: Finding Fulfillment When Others Find Futility - Hartzell 

Those papers were approved. 
 



Pastor Chris Goelzer, District Secretary, reminded us of the Travel Equalization Fund and gave the 
treasurer's report. Questions were raised regarding the three special funds: Lone Star, Student Aid and 
Forward in Christ. The District Council is asked to give recommendations on how to use the interest 
gained on the account funds for student aid and on how to disburse the Forward in Christ fund. Pastor 
Wagenknecht will research the details on the Lone Star fund and report back to us. Pastor Goelzer's 
reports were received. 
 
Our 2006 Pastor-Teacher-Delegate Conference is scheduled to be held January 26-27 at Camp Shiloh. 
Discussion took place on the possibility of meeting earlier in the week. A motion was made to meet on 
the dates given. The motion carried and we graciously accept Camp Shiloh's invitation. 
 
A thank-offering in the amount of $700.00 was gathered in our opening worship. The following 
recipients were suggested... 

• MLC Scholarship Fund 
• Camp Shiloh 
• Nigerian Welfare Committee 

After discussion, it was approved that we divide the offering equally between the MLC Scholarship 
Fund and the Nigerian Welfare Committee. We ask that Dr. Schmeling send checks on our behalf. 
 
Pastors John Koelpin and John Gaertner reported on NPH new publications. Discussion took place on 
the advantage of having an NPH display at our PTD Conference. The NPH committee will look into it 
for us. 
 
Pastor Green led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Nate Bourman opened our afternoon session with a devotion on John 14:27, The Risen Savior 
Gives the Peace He Procured. 
 
Dr. Dan Schmeling gave his essay in the form of a slide presentation, "Developing a Harvest Strategy 
for Lutheran Schools and Sunday Schools." Discussion followed and Dr. Schmeling was thanked for his 
work. 
 
We graciously thank the following... 

• Dan Schmeling and the Camp Shiloh staff, for hosting us this week 
• The essayists, presenters, synodical and parasynodical reps 
• Our vicars, for distributing materials 
• Our preacher, liturgist, devotion leaders and organists, for feeding us with the Word and guiding 

our worship 
• Pastor John Koelpin, for his faithful work of planning and organizing our conference worship 
• The women of Holy Word congregation, for preparing and serving our meals. 

 
The secretary read the minutes and they were approved. 
 
Pastor Myrl Wagenknecht closed our conference with a devotion on Matthew 10:34, Know What Kind 
of Peace Jesus Procured. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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South Central Conference Secretary 


