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Since we are one week away from the BWM meetings, we have nothing of the latest news in
WELS world missions at this point. Instead we will share some world mission miscellanies.

We live in a rapidly changing world. Some of the most profound changes take place right under
our noses without our being fully aware of what's happening. Only when the implications of the
changes become apparent, do the changes come home to us.

One of the least-heralded, yet massive, changes that has taken place in our times has been the
shift in the center of Christianity from the global North to the global South. Kenyan scholar John
Mbiti writes that "the centers of the church's universality [are] no longer in Geneva, Rome,
Athens, Paris, London, New York, but Kinshasa. Buenos Aires, Addis Ababa, and Manila. The
implications of this massive change have not yet hit home. They call for nothing short of a radical
new way of looking at ourselves and our understanding of our place in God's rvorld. They also
call for a renewed effort on our part in getting the gospel out into the rvorld and winning the
world for Christ.

A Primer on the Global Shift of Christendom
l. The number of Christians in the world today is a) 100 million, b) 500 million, c) I billion, or
d) 2 bi l l ion.

2.By the year 2025, the number of Christians in the world will be
2050 the number will be

and by

3. Overall, global population stands at about
b i l l ion in  2050.

billion today, and should reach

4. In l900 the global North (Europe. North America. the lands of the former Soviet Union)
accounted for 32 percent of the world population. By 1950 that share had fallen to 29 percent, by
1970 to 25 percent, and by 2000 to l8 percent. By 2050 the global North rvill account for about

percent of the world population.

5. In 1900. "Northerners" outnumbered "Southerners" b-v a ratio of
year 2050. thc proportions rvill be almost exactly reversed.

to ; by the

6. In 1900, Africa and Latin America combined made up only l3 percent of the rvorld's people;
of theb-v- 2050, it is cxpected that Africa and Latin America rvill be home to ncarlv

world's people.

7. In 1950 a list of the rvorld's leading Christian countries rvould have included Britain, France,
Spain and ltaly. Which of these countries rvould be included in a corresponding list for 2050'l

ti. By the vear 2025, [pick trvo] a) Europe, b) Asia. c) North America. d) Latin America. e) Africa
rvill bc in competition for the title of the most Christian contincnt.

9.  Bt '20-50.  onlv pcrcent of Christians rvill bc non-Hispanic u,hitc.



Distribution of Christians in Ancient and Modern Times
(according to Jenkins, Philip, "The Next Christendom - The Coming of Global Christianity

Christians in Millions

10. At the time of the Magna Carta or the Crusades, if we imagine a "typical" Christian, we
should be thinking of a) a French artisan, b) a Syrian peasant, c) a Mesopotamian towndweller.

I l. If we want to visualize a'lypical" contemporary Christian, we should think of a) a European
laborer, b) an American housewife/professional, c) a woman living in a village in Nigeria, d) a
\ryoman I iving rn a Brazrlian Jave I a.

12. The seven nations with the largest Christian populations worldwide in 2050 will be:
Brazil France Nigeria United States
China Germany Philippines ZatelD.R.Congo
England ltall' Russia
Ethiopia Mexico Spain

I 3. The three least cost-effective countries over I million in population for Christian outreach are:
Japan, Switzerland, and Denmark.

14. The three most cost-effective countries over I million in population for Christian outreach
are. Mozarnbique, Ethiopia, and Tanzania.

I 5. Per hour of ministry, the 5 megapeoples most responsive to Christianit.v. Christ. and the
gospel are:

Khandcshi
Arvadhi
Magadhi
Bai
Bcrar Marathi

Respcctfu lly submitted.
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Africa 8 rgo 5 l006 1 . 3 20/{, 633 2404
Asia 2t.2 49oA r6.8 330h 3 .4 4yo 460 rgo
Europe/Russia t4.2 33Yo 28.6 57Yo 76.3 94Yo 555 2 loh
North America 300 l20A
Latin Arnerica 640 250

GLOBAL TOTAL 43.4 l00Yo 50.4 l00Yo 8 l 100% 2,588 r00%


