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Authoro Recipients, and Date

Iarolpoo'You know himbetteras James. His given name, however, lends itself as a helpful analogy
to the content of this letter and the identity of its author. when Rebekah became pregnant .,the children
struggled togetherr within her" (Genesis 25:22KJV). The Lord told her that the two nations inside her
would separate from one another. He also told her that, contrary to popular opinion, the older brother
would serve the younger and one would be stronger than the other.

one of thepreeminent thoughts in James is the struggle inside all people between faith and works.
contrary to popular opinion, faith is the master and good works only serye to demonstrate this truth.

The figurative meaning of the author's name' he deceives, is also appropriate for the letter of James
since the author's true identity is uncertain. The James who wrote these words could very well be one of
the James mentioned in Scripture. If so, consider the options...

1. James son of Zebedee (Matthew l0:2)
2. James son of Alphaeus (Matthew l0:3)
3. James the youngel ptark l5:40)
4. James the father of Judas (Luke 6:13-16)
5. James the brother of Jesus (Matthew l3:55)

Perhaps James' the son of Zebedee, is the best known of the bunch. However, he would seem to be
an unlikely candidate' Jesus called him a "son of Thunder." The 54 imperative verb forms3 thunder in
the letter like none other' Yet, the author does not claim apostolic authorship, nor does the account of the
early christian church suggest it' Furthennore, James the son of zebedee is a dubious author on account
of the early date (priotto 44nD of his execution by King Herod Agnppa I (Acts r2:2).

Scripture only mentions James the son of Alphaeus in passing. The details of his life are unknown
except that he was an apostle' This would have been reason enough for him to write, and for his letter to

' The NIv translates this phrase as 'Jostled together." The Hebrew word is ?,$l literally means to crush.Jacob andEsau were crushing each other and being .rusted air"udy in utero.t some scholars have considered Jury: ih" younger (also known as James the less from the KJV) to be one and thesame as James the son of Alphaeus' -The isagogiJal .ou.r. notes from wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (rggg-2000)follow this line of thought' i<i.t"-aker sugg'eri, nrr, 
{in-erenl m;6 the_9ame ;"-. 6; above). BAGD suggesrssix different men based on a variant reading in the Didacheof Mark j, i+ lteui is called James). A poor translationof Acts l:13 in the KJV gives occasion ror yet one more James-the brother of Judas (Iou6crq lcrrroBou).
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be considered as part of the canon. Yet, for James, canonicity was a slow ordeal-not what one would

expect from apostolic authorship.a

James the younger is even less well known. If he and the son of Alphaeus were one and the same

person, then no further discussion is necessary. If James the younger was a separate individual, there is

essentially nothing more to say. The Bible says even less about James the father of Judas.

While each Jarnes mentioned could possibly have written the letter, it would seem that "the use of the

name by itself in a letter written with such authority implies that the author was a well-known frgure."s

Therefore, the best probability is that the letter was written by none other than James the brother of Jesus.6

Precious little is known of James the brother of Jesus too. James may just as well have assumed that

some things stay that way. James did not believe that his brother Jesus was the Christ (John 7:5). And,

while some would consider it an honor to be among the frst to see Jesus on Easter Sunday, it may well

have been the moment when James was confronted with decades of unbelief ( 1 Corinthians I5:7).

But, the story of James' faith is one worth sharing. His mother could not have been more proud of

him when she learned that he had become a believer! The Word planted in his heart began to produce

fruit in his life - Christian fellowship, worship, and prayer (Acts 1: l4). It did not take long before the

people in his life began to recogrnze these qualities-including the Apostle Peter. Peter endorsed James

as the leader of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17). On more than one occasion, James demonstrated

his gifts for doctrinal comprehension and practical application (Acts 15: l3ff and Acts 2L:I/ff). James

' Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of the Epistle of James and the Epistles of John,New Testament Commentary,
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986, p.28.
a Kistemaker, Exposition of the Epistle of James...p. 20. "The fact that James was not an apostle resulted in the
neglect the church displayed in respect to his letter. The church applied the rule that unless a book was apostolic, it
could not be canonical."
s Douglas Moo, The Letter of James,Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985, p.20.
" Many commentators share this opinion, such as Jeske, Kistemaker, and Moo. Lenski, however, is of a different
persuasion. In an attempt to save the reader from "the thorny brush from which very few have emerged without
having had their exegetical robes badly tonl," he launches into an exposition on Matthew 13:55, "Isnot this the
carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?" In
conclusion he states,"A greater degree of probability exists for the assumption of cousinship, children of Mary's
sister. Examine the evidence; do it with an unbiased, judicial mind. Since certainty eludes us, to speak positively
[of uterine kinship] is, in our opinion, a mistake" (Lenski, The Interpretation of..James, pp. 505-507).
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became such a beacon for truth that while Paul was still a wet-behind-the-ears Christian, he made a

special trip to Jerusalem just to talk shop with the Lord's brother (Galatians l:19).

James is considered to be a man of great humility. As a literal "brother of the Lord," he could

rightfully have used that title to refer to himself. Instead, he signs his letter "a servant (6oul,oq) of God

and of the Lord Jesus Christ" (James l:1). Eusebius of Caesarea, "the father of church history,"7 depicts

the servant attitude that was in James' heart.

James, the brother of the Lord, succeeded to the government of the Church in conjunction with the
apostles... He was in the habit of entering alone into the temple, and was frequently found upon
his knees begging forgiveness for the people, so that his knees became hard like those of a camel,
in consequence of his constantly bending them in his worship of God, and askingrforgiveness for
the people. Because of his exceeding great justice he was called [James] the Just.

Whom was James serving? The letter is addressed to "the twelve tribes scattered among the nations."

Is James strictly referring to people of Jewish descent or is he writing to all who believe? For, "Not all

who are descended from Israel are Israel" (Romans 9:6), and, "There is no difference between Jew and

Gentile-the same Lord is Lord of all" (Romans l0: 12). However, there is no evidence in the letter to

suggest that James was writing to Gentile Christians.n It would seem that the recipients were Jewish

converts to Christianity. If so, this would compliment the primary dates when James the brother of Jesus

could have written the letter.

On the day Stephen died, a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem and people

were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:l). Even before Stephen, there were Jews from

"every nation under heaven" who became converts to Christianity on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:5). The

recipients of the letter could have been in place as early as the summer of 30no. However, at that time

James was at best a neophyte and a letter of this content would be highly unlikely.

a'^ Lutheran Cyclopedia, St. Louis: Concordia , 197 5, p. 278.
o Eusebius of Caesarea, Church History, Book 2.23. These words actually belong to Hegesippu, o Hellenistic Jew
who lived in the mid to late 2"d century. Eusebius, who lived during the time of Constantine and the Council of
Nicea (circa 325no), preserved much of Hegesippus' work. No doubt, the thought of having Jesus' brother as the
leader of one's church was "cool." Perhaps Hegesippus embraced that concept and embellished the facts, or perhaps
he was simply recording what was commonly believed to be true. Either way, in addition to James' camel knees, he
writes some things that just sound too good (?) to be true. "[James] was holy from his mother's womb; and he drank
no wine nor strong drink, nor did he eat flesh. No razor came upon his head; he did not anoint himself with oil, and
he did not use the bath." (Since when was a vow of repulsivity part of the Nazatie tradition? - cf. Numbers 6.)
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On the day Peter escaped imprisonment under King Herod Agnppa I, he gave explicit instructions to

inform James of what had happened (Acts 12:17). It appears that by this time, James was recognized as a

leader among the Christians in Jerusalem. Peter could have escaped from prison as late as 44,+o - the

year when Herod Agnppa I was struck down by God and died.

During this time the Christians were strengthening the stakes of the church. They did not fully begin

to lengthen the cords through Gentile mission work until the Apostle Paul came on board (circa 50nn).

One of the transitional moments in ministry came in 49eo at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15). A few

over zealous Jews who had converted to Christianity were making undue demands of newly converted

Gentile Christians. At the center of the conflict and its resolution was James. From that time forward,

ministry to Jews and Gentiles went hand in hand. Therefore , a very likely date for the composition of the

letter is betwee n 44eo-49Ro. James was quite possibly the frst composition of the New Testament.r0

Text, Exposition, and Apptication

If you have ever preached part three before part two, you have a friend in James. Luther would even

go so far as to say that if you forgot to preach the gospel paragraph at the end of your law proclamation,

you have a friend in James.

James does no more than drive to the law and its works, and in a disorderly way throws one thing
into another, so that I imagine it was some good pious man or other who took up a few statements
from the disciples of the apostles and so threw them on paper (Erlangen ed. vol. 63 p. 157).rt

Over the course of five chapters, James touches on at least four major issues...12

l. Trials and temptations
2. Faith and works
3. Taming the tongue
4. Praver

' Kistemaker, Exposition of the Epistle of James... p. 6.
'' The traditional date for the death of James is 62no. Eusebius relates the events surrounding his death: "So they
went up and threw down the just man, and said to each other, 'Let us stone James the Just.' And they began to stone
him, for he was not killed by the fall; but he turned and knelt down and said, 'I entreat thee, Lord God our Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.' .. .one of them, who was a fuller, took the club with which he beat
out clothes and struck the just man on the head. And thus he suffered martyrdom" (Eusebius, Church History,2.23).
rr Lenski, The Interpretation of...James, p. 515.
't For a detailed outline of the letter, see Appendix A.
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The issues, however, are somewhat scattered throughout the letter. For example, James makes three

huge statements about prayer, but they are no where near each other in the letter.l3 Due to the peculiar

arrangement, some scholars have challenged if the composition really is a letter in the truest sense or if

his words are not more of a sermon. James can be divided into two halves of 53 verses each. Chapters 1-

2 would be the first sermon and chapters 3-5 would be the second sennon. The words embody the

characteristics of a sernon, but its form (address and greeting) embraces the function of a letter.ra

What is the big difference? James was not lecturing the people - preaching to reprimand and belittle

them. His language is firm, but spoken with love. He knew that the law does not motivate hearts for

Christian living. Yet, he needed to identiff areas of their lives that needed improvement. It could very

well have been that these words were read at an assembly when all the members were present. Then after

the people heard it, there was time for discussion - not to pat one another on the back for things done

well, not to huff and think that James was out of touch with the reality of their world - but discussion to

figure out how they were going to accomplish all the great, yet challenging, words presented to them.

Trials and temptations

"Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever youface trials of many kindsu (James I:2).

My one-year-old daughter has started to walk. She does all-right for herself but when she falls she

often cries. Her mother suggested that whenever she falls we would smile and applaud. Now, when my

daughter falls, she looks up at us, smiles, claps her hands, and cries all at the same time. The smiles and

applause do not take away the hurt of the fall, but it gives her the attitude to get through the pain. When

James says, "Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds," he is not

t' James l:S-ask God who gives generously; James 4:2-you do not have because you do not ask God; James
5: 16-the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
'o Kistemaker, Exposition of the Epistle of James... p.3-4. When I did the math I came up with 53 verses in the first
half and 55 verses in the second half. No explanation was provided. Also, since James is a Jewish author, I thought
it worth while to look at what is at the center of his letter. Depending on whether there are 53 or 55 verses, the
middle would be chapter 3 verse I or 2 or 3. Nothing sticks out here as thematic or climactical.
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suggesting that the joy of Jesus will take away all the hurt. Instead, he is giving the attitude necessary to

make it through the tough times. This attitude goes much deeper than just the "power of positive

thinking." God actually uses the trials and tribulations of this life to strengthen Christian faith in him.

One of the daily challenges a Christian must face is the crushing load of sin - the weight of both our

shortcomings and the burden of other individuals' shortcomings too. The letter James wrote is all about

how to cope with the crush. However, the healing words of the gospel are surprisingly few and far

between. But the fact remains, battered souls need the gospel. They need to hear that"a bruised (fXf)

reed he will not break" (Isaiah 42:3). For such a great need, James gives a generous dose of the gospel

antidote.

"He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind offirstfruits of all he
creoted" (James I:78).

The evil desires of an individuals' own sinful natwe drags them away and entices them to become a

part of this dysfunctional world, crushed by sin, into which they are born (James I : I 3 , 1 a). Anyone who

would blame God for the problems in their life is failing to understand their own actual and original sin.

God does not tempt anyone to sin. Rather, he offers life in a new and better world. God "chose to give us

birth through the word of truth'o (James l:18).

James is often criticized for the short schrift he gives to the gospel. The gospel James offers here may

help to demonstrate why he wrote the way he did. James wrote to believers who were baptized as adults.

Unlike an individual baptized as an infant, these people knew from experience what it meant to be born

and live in a world crushed by sin. Conversely, they also knew from recent experience (their baptism)

what the love of Christ meant-he gave himself up for them to make them holy, cleansing them by the

washing with water through the word (Ephesians 5:25,26). James wrote his letter to people who had been

born again through the word of truth-they simply needed to be told once again how born again Christian

live. This makes James a letter to which Christians of all times can relate.
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uNot only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance" (James I : 3).

When I was a teenager, I hiked through the Cascade Mountains of the Pacific Northwest. I crossed

more than a few mountain streams. In order to keep my boots dry, I walked on stepping-stones. The

problem was that I often tried to cross when the stones were too far apart. I hiked in wet books more than

I would like to admit. Trials and temptations are stones that are too far apart in the stream of life.

Perseverance begins when a Christian does not stretch out to step on a stone they cannot reach in the first

place. lnstead, they wait, find another stone, ffid consequently do not have to walk through life with wet

boots.

In a way, the entire letter of James is about trials and temptations. Every command he gave was an

instruction to stop overstepping and to start persevering. The issue of trials and perseverance is scattered

throughout the letter. The issue most notably comes up again in the final chapter (James 5:10,11). After

giving examples how the prophets and Job dealt with trials and temptations, James concludes that

persevere comes to an individual only through the grace of God, "The Lord is full of compassion and

mercv."

Faith and works

"Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves" (James I:22).

James is getting a little bit ahead of himself. His full discourse on faith and works does not begin

until half way through chaptertwo. However, the stage is now set. Apparently, the Christians to whom

James wrote did not have the heart of a servant. It was not that they were wrable to do anything. In fact,

it was quite the contrary. There were some things that they were very good at doing - such as talking and

not listening, thinking of themselves before others, and showing special attention to wealthy prospects.

The solution to their problems were to cut off every avenue of escape. Here is the well-known and

often used passage, "lVhoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking
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all of it" (James 2: 10). When Christians do what God commands them not to do, they sin. James later

goes on to say that "anyone who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins" (James 4:17).

The old self is hard at work to defend its behavior. But James says, "Be quick to listen, slow to speak

and slow to become angry" (James I : 19). Instead of works that come from within, James wants

Christians to trust in a defense that is not from themselves. He said, "Humbly accept the word planted in

you, which can save you" (James l:21).

It must have been like talking to a brick wall - people who had heard this a hundred times before.

The people to whom James wrote were like a daydreaming child at Vacation Bible School who sings

"This Little Gospel Light of Mine." When all the other children shout, "Hide it under a bushel - No!" he

shouts it too, but his gospel light remains covered because he simply is not paying attention. Daydreams

and attention spans are grand excuses, but James simply says, "Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by

action, is dead" (James 2:17),

Faith and works go hand in hand - you carurot have one without the other. James mentions Abraham

as an example, "his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what

he did" (James 2:22). This verse could be misunderstood to mean that faith is a process that includes

works. That thought, however, is incorrect. The rest of Scripture helps us to understand this. "Faith...

[is] not from yourselves, it is the gift of God * not by works, so that no one can boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9).

A close look at the Greek of James 2:22 also shows that faith is not a process. The phrase "made

complete" is the word tel€too. As a Christian does good works they are not completing their faith,

rather their faith is reaching its objective or goal. Christians simply do good works.

Good works are evidence that faith is present. That is what James meant when he wrote, "You see

that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone" (James 2:24). This passage sounds

contradictory to the Lutheran mantra of solafidei. The Apostle Paul wrote, "For we maintain that a man

is justified by faith apart from observing the law" (Romans 3:28).

The Apologt of the Augsburg Confession addresses this issue during the time of the Reformation. On

one side the Catholic Church taught that the individual must contribute some effort toward their salvation
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- justification by works. On the other side, the Lutheran Church taught that God contributes everything

for salvation through the gift of his Son, Jesus Christ - justification by faith. The key to understanding

the difference is to know how the Catholic Church understood the word o'works."

"You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone." No other passage is supposed
to conffadict [the Lutheran] position more, but the response is easy and clear. James' words do
not pose a problem if the opponents would not read into it their own opinions about the merits of
work. But whenever works are mentioned, the opponents attach their own ungodly opinions: that
we merit the forgiveness of sins through good works (Article IV: Justification, para. 244).ts

The truth is, that when understood correctly, there is a justification by faith and a justification by

works.r6 The Apostle Paul also wrote, "It is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is

with your mouth that you confess and are saved" (Romans 10:10). When Paul referred to spoken words,

he is referring to the actions of a Christian's life. However, the mouth does a mighty fine job of

communicating on behalf of the rest of the body to everyone else who is present. What comes out of the

mouth is also in the heart and life of an individual as well.

Taming the tongue

"If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives
himself and his religion is worthless" (James 1:26).

Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts... no man can tame the
tongue. It is a restless evil,full of deadly poison. With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and
with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and
cursing. My brothers, this should not be (James 3:5,8-10).

If the letter was read in two parts, and if the people had a discussion about what they had just heard, it

would stand to reason that there would be an ample supply of fresh tongue taming examples. This is the

issue with which James begins the second part of the letter. ln not so many words, James instructions

were "keep a lid on it!" If you had been facilitating the discussion after the first part of the letter was

't Kolb and Wagner, ed., The Book of Concord,Minneapolis: Fortress, 2000, p. 157.
16 Meyer, John P. Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Dogmatics Course Notes, Mequon: Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary,
1999,vol.2, p. 119. "There is also a justification by works. Good works prove the presence ofjustification. This is
a justification before men. This justification is important for. .. l) the individual Christian: to gauge his own faith
and to properly use good works. Great caution, however, is always in place; 2) the congregation: for a proper
fulfillment of its task and for disciplinary proceedings."
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read, that thought would have come to mind more than once while listening to haw the people responded.

However, the first goup of people that James admonishes to tame their tongues are the church leaders.

In this one section alone, James uses seven different pictures to describe the power of the tongue and

the potential it has for destruction. In tlpical James fashion, this issue is found scattered throughout the

letter as well. Clearly, this is a challenge for all Christians. Yet with the greatest challenges come the

greatest rewards. The very last thing James writes in his letter is, "Whoever turns a sinner from the error

of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins" (James 5:20). When a

Christians' tongue has been tamed by God's word of truth to speak his word of truth, it becomes a

powerful one-two punch that knocks out sin and saves souls for eternity.

Prayer

"If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all withoutfindingfault, and
it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like
a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind" (James 1:5,6).

"Yott want something but dontt get it You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You
quarrel andftght You do not have, because you do not ask God When you ask, you do not receive,
because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures" (James
4:2,3).

The statements that James makes about prayer are like none other in Scripture. They are reminiscent

of the way Jesus spoke about prayer. It truly is something powerful. No one needed to hear that message

more than the group of people who received this letter. They had a whole laundry list of things in their

lives that needed to change. Prayer would make it all happen. In fact, it is through prayer that God wants

it to happen. "It's as though the Father invited us to put our little hands on top of his big hands as he

steers the world. God wants us to know that he has many good things for us that he deliberately holds

back, waiting for us to ask."l7

James is not shy in giving words of warning also when it comes to the issue of prayer - believe, do

not doubt! Prayer is yet another demonstration of faith and works in action together. Prayer is the act of
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the Christian. Faith is the Christians' responsibility. But, the righteousness that gives faith to the

individual comes only through the God of the word of truth.

"Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with
oil in the name of the Lord And the prayer olfered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord
will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven Therefore confess your sins to each other and
pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powedul and
effective" (James 5 : I 4-1 6).

God works in human lives only through the means of grace. Think of it as a one way street. How

does God get the good gifts he has in heaven into the lives of his people here on earth? What means does

he use? Scripture clearly teaches three. One of them is not like the other. The Word is in a class by

itself. The other two means, however, have distinct similarities. The Lutheran Church has identified

these similarities and subsequently they have become the definition of a sacrament. A sacrament is...

1. A sacred act that Christ established or instituted for Christians to do.
2. A sacred act in which Christ tells us to use earthly elements together with God's Word.
3. A sacred act in which Christ offlers, gives, and seals to us the forgiveness of sins.18

Does the above passage from James teach a fourth sacrament? The Catholic Church believes it does.

They call this sacrament the Anointing of the Sick.te James is not the only one to talk about anointing

people - Jesus did too.

"Heal the sick!" (Matthew l0:8) The Church has received this charge from the Lord and strives to
carry it out... However, the apostolic Church has its own rite for the sick, attested to by St.
James.. . Tradition'o has recognized in this rite one of the seven sacraments.2r

tt Mark Jeske, James, Peter, John, Jude, Milwaukee: Northwestem, 2002,p. 50.
18 David P. Kuske, Luther's Catechism, Milwaukee: Northwestern, 1998, p.220. Note: the word sacremenl is not in
the Bible. To be fair, this is the Lutheran definition of the tenn. Different denomination may define the term
differently. Since this can be confusing, the important concept to remember is whether the sacred act is something
God does or something we do.
tn The Anointing of the Sick, a.k.a. Extreme (Jnction. The Latin phrase literally means "final oil smearing."
Perhaps an idiomatic translation would be "one last lube job." Over time, the act was "conferred more and more
exclusively on those at the point of death" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, para. 1512). There seems to be a
movement, however, to bring the act back into vogue. In other words, the Anointing of the Sick isn't just for dead,
or almost dead, people. However, it is not to be used for the common cold either.

Interestingly enough, the "Last Rites" are not synonymous with the Anointing of the Sick. The Last Rites include
the Rite of Penance, the Rite of Anointing the Sick, and the Rite of the Eucharist - in that order. I had associated the
Last Rites as the Anointing of the Sick because that is how it is in the movies. The Roman Catholic military
chaplain approaches a soldier's dead body and administers the anointing. I suppose that is all he can do since it is
relatively difficult to get a confession out of a dead man, let alone get him to eat the Eucharistic bread.
20 The Second Council of Constantinople 553no and the Council of Trent 155lep.
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It would seem that this anointing is established and commanded by Jesus for Christians to do. There

is an obvious visible element that is used in coordination with spoken words. And finally, the Catholic

Church teaches that the act gives, among other things,22 forgiveness: "The special grace of the sacrament

of the Anointing of the Sick has as its effects... the forgiveness of sins."23

While it is true that there are words used in corurection with the act, they are not God's words of

promise. Rather, they are the individual's words of prayer. Even though many Christians' prayers are

full of God's words of promise, the content is not where the true difficulty arises. Instead, it is the

concept that this act involves and employs a means by which the individual goes to God. Indeed, going to

God and approaching him is something special. However, it is something that is simply not sacramental.

It is going the wrong way down the one way street.

What, then, do these verses teach? James taught the importance and power of prayer throughout his

letter. It would seem that on this occasion he mentions prayer in coordination with common sense. The

word translated "anoint" comes from the Greek word ol,ergrrl not 1ruo. This was a practical oiling, not a

ceremonial one. Just as the Samaritan traveler poured oil on the injured man's wounds (Luke 10:34) as a

home remedy,2o James is reminding these Christians, "Pray - and don't forget to take your medicine too.,,

This is just one more way in which an individual balances faith and works.

Conclusion

"Mercy triumphs over justice" (James 2:13).

The assignment was simple. Write a 4,000 word essay on a book of the Bible that only has 2,400

words in it. When the box arrived from the Seminary Library, the assignment became significantly more

2t Catechism of the Catholic Church,para. 1509,1510.
"' It is interesting to compare the Catholic act of healing to Evangelical "faith healing." The Catechism of the
Catholic Church says, "Even the most intense prayers do not always obtain the healing of all illnesses" (para. 1508).
If the anointing doesn't work, the catechism points the individual to 2 Corinthi ans l2:9, "My grace is suificient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." That is a fresh thought in comparison to th" e'uutrgelical teaching
that says, "Your faith is weak." However, the Catholic Church openly admits that their sacrament may not get the
job done-what a tragedy to teach the sacraments in such a way!23, Catechism of the Catholic Church, para. 1532.
" BAGD supports the widely accepted concept that [olive] oil was often used for medicinal purposes.
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difficult. A book of 2,400 words had turned into books with over 2,400 pages available to be read - one

book had a ccxci page long introduction. To make matters worse, every book I read quoted Luther's

comments that James was a letter that was not even worthy of being included in the Bible.25 And, while it

is true that the letter is long on law and short on gospel, perhaps that in itself is an object lesson of the

letter's content - mercy truly does triumph over justice. James lays down the law, but nevertheless, it is

"the law that gives freedom" (James 2:12). #

North American Outreach: Proclaim Peace through Jesus

Throughout the essay I attempted to phrase some thoughts in a way that they would be helpful as
we consider our Synod's theme for the next four years. I have cut and paste some of those
passages below for your consideration, study, discussion, or how ever best they might serve you.

o But, the story of James' faith is one worth sharing. His mother could not have bean more
proud of him when she learned that he had become a believer! The Word planted in his heart
began to produce fruit in his life - Christian fellowship, worship, ffid prayer (Acts I : l4). It
did not take long before the people in his life began to recognize these qualities... (page 2).

. Then after the people heard it, there was time for discussion - not to pat one another on the
back for things done well, not to huff and think that James was out of touch with reality -

discussion to figure out how they were going to accomplish all the great, yet challenglng,
words presented to them (page 5).

o James wrote his letter to people who had been born again through the word of truth-they
simply needed to be told once again how born again Christian live. This makes James a letter
to which Christians of all times can relate (page 6).

o When a Christians' tongue has been tamed by God's word of truth to speak his word of truth,
it becomes a powerful one-two punch that knocks out sin and saves souls for eternity (p. 10).

. "It's as though the Father invited us to put our little hands on top of his big hands as he steers
the world. God wants us to know that he has many good things for us that he deliberately
holds back, waiting for us to ask" (page 10).

tt Erlangen ed. vol. 63, p.l 15. "Therefore St. James's Epistle is a right strawy epistle compared with them (i.e.
John's Gospel, Paul's Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and First Peter), for it bears no evangelical character" (Lenski,
The Interpretatton of...James, p. 515).
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Additional footnotes that didn't make it into the essay ...

In writing this essay, I used the name lorroBoq as an analogy to introduce the letter. When I decided to cite the
passages from Romans 9 & 10, it was interesting to see Jacob's name appear once again in the context. The name
"Jacob" is frequently used throughout Scripture (363 times in the I.UV). Just think how often it is appears in the
psalms alone. The insight I have gained is that Jacob and Esau were "crushed" (fyf) already in their mother's
womb. When Christ came, he did not break any bruised (fgl) reeds. Christ heals our wounds. We would do well
to keep that thought in mind whenever we hear or see the name Jacob in our Bible reading - which is often.

Can anyone help me with this... I once read a WELS.net Q&A in which a young female stated that the King James
Version of the Bible was not reliable because he intentionally changed things to fit his personal beliefs. (From the
context, I ttrink she had her wires crossed - thinking of the King of England who forrned the Anglican Church.) The
evidence she cited, however, was that King James named the book of James after himself when the name should be
Jacob. According to BAGD, the New Oxford English Dictionary has a thorough etymology of the name James, but
I don't have a copy of the OED in my library. Is there any truth to any of this?

26 Here is the address of the specific page of the web-site from which I quoted in this essay:
http ://www.christusrex.org/www I /CDHN/heal2.html#SICK

" Here is the address of the specific page of the web-site from which I quoted in this essay:
http : //www. newadvent. org/fathersi 2 5 0 I 02 . htm
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Appendix A

Below are four different outlines. Since the content of the lett€r is static, many of the outlines are consistent and similar in
cont€nt. However, it was obvious that some scholars organized their thoughts with differat intentions. The headings are
my attempt to classiff the outlines and make them available so that you may use them in your personal study of this letter.

'oPractical-Academic" Outline (WLS Class Notes)

Theme: Faith that works
Greeting (I:1)
Facing Trials and Temptations (I:2-18)
Faith and ltt/orlcs(l: l9-2:26)

Hearing and Doing (l:19-27)
Discrimination (2: I -l 3)
Faith without works is dead (2:la-26)

Controlling the Tongue (3: l-18)
Power of the tongue (3:1-12)
Wisdom from above to control the tongue (3:13-18)

Submitting to God G: I - I 7)
In one's attitude toward the world (4:1-10)
In dealing with one's brother (:ll-12)
In planning one's future @:13-17)

Warning and Encouragement (5: I-20)
Warning to the rich (5:l-6)
Encouragement to be patient and pray for one another (5:7-20)

66Content" Outline (Mayor)

Of  Tr ia l  l :1 -18
How we should receive the Word l:19-21
Warning against respect of persons 2:l-13
Belief and Practice 2:14-26
Warnings with regard to the use of the tongue 3:l-12
True and false Wisdom 3:13-18
Warning against quarrelsomeness and worldliness 4:l-17
Denunciations and Encouragements 5: 1-1 1
Miscellaneous precepts 5: I l-20

"Bible Study Style" Outline (CPH Self-Study Commentary)

Salutation (l: I)
Turn to God, the Giver of Perfect Gifts (l:2-27)

Turn to the God Who Perfects You by Trial (l:2-18)
Turn to the God Who Implanted His Word Among You (1:19-27)

Turn to the True and Active Faith (2: I-26)
Turn: Break with Partiality Toward the Rich (2:1-13)
Turn from Mere Profession to an Active Faith (2:14-26)

Turn, Teachers in the Church, to God-Given Wisdom (3 : I - 18)
Turn from Your Sinful Selves to God (3:l-12)
Turn from Earthly Wisdom to God (3:13-18)

Turn to God, the Giver of the Spirit and All Grace (4: l-12)
Turn from Assimilation to the World to God (4:l-10)
Turn from the World's Evil-Speaking $:ll-12)

Turnfrom the World in its Haughty Self-Assurance (4:13-5:6)
Turn from the World's Self-Assurance in Planningg 13-17)
Turn from the World's Accumulation of Wealth (5:l-6)

Turn to the Returning Lord (5:7-20)
Rest in the Lord, Wait Patiently for Him (5:7-12)
Let Your Whole Life Be Attuned to His Coming (5:13-20)

66Thought Progression'o Outline (Kistemaker)

Perseverance l:I-27
A. Greetings l:l
B. Trials l:2-l l
C .  Tes ts  l :12-18
D. Agreements l:19-27

Faith 2: l-26
A. Faith and the Law 2:l-13
B. Faith and Deeds 2:14-26

Restraint 3: I-18
A. Use of the Tongue 3:l-12
B. Two Kinds of  Wisdom 3:13-18

Submission 4: I-17
A. Submission in Life and Spirit 4:l-12
B. Submission to God's Will 4:13-17

Patience 5:1-20
A. Impatience Toward the Rich 5:1-6
B. Necessity of Patience 5:7-11
C. Oaths 5:12
D. Persistence in Prayer 5:13-18
E. Rescuing the Wayward 5:19-20
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