
Minutes of the South Central District 
Fall Pastoral Study Conference 

held at 
Lord of Life Ev. Lutheran Church 

Friendswood, Texas 
on 

October 18-19, 2004 
 
Monday 
 
Our conference opened with worship, in which we were fed by both Word and sacrament. 
Host Pastor Marc Von Deylen served as presiding minister and Pastor Joel Sauer 
preached on Isaiah 53:5 using the theme: "Peace Purchased!" 
 
Following the service, our chairman called a short recess. 
 
The conference was called to order by Pastor Bill Gabb at 11:15 am. 
 
The roll was called, 32 pastors, 2 vicars, 1 staff minister and 1 guest were in attendance, 
and excuses were noted for the brothers who were absent. 3 additional pastors and our SC 
rep arrived during the conference. 
 
The agenda was approved as distributed. 
 
Pastor Vilas Glaeske was called upon to present his District President's report. Discussion 
followed - primarily in the areas of Prep School funding and WELS VEBA. 
 
Pastor Sauer led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
We reconvened at 1:00 pm and Pastor Larry Schlomer opened our afternoon session with 
a devotion on Isaiah 9:6-7 - Prince of Peace. 
 
Pastor Chris Goelzer announced that the District Convention Proceedings are available 
on CD along with instructions for delegates to next year's Synod Convention. 
 
Pastor Caleb Schoeneck was called upon to present his paper: "An Isagogical Study of 
James." Discussion followed and we thanked Caleb for his work. 
 
Pastor Glaeske was recalled for further discussion on his report. We thanked Vilas for his 
work on our behalf and received his report. 
 
A fifteen minute break was called. 
 
Pastor Andy Schroer was called upon to present his paper: "An Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 
11:1-16." Discussion took place throughout the presentation and we thanked Andy for his 
work. 



 
Pastor Dave Schneider announced that he has order forms for the Proclaim Peace through 
Jesus materials for anyone who needs one. 
 
Pastor Bob Green reminded us to submit our nominations for synodical positions. 
 
Pastor Schlomer led us in prayer and a hymn verse to close Monday's session. 
 
Tuesday 
 
Pastor Matthew DeNoyer opened Tuesday morning's session with a devotion on Isaiah 
52:7 - Peace Proclaimed. 
 
Pastor Mark Hanna was called upon to present his paper: "The Contribution of Martin 
Chemnitz to Our Lutheran Heritage." Discussion followed and we thanked Mark for his 
work. 
 
Pastor Steve Valleskey presented the World Mission Board report. Discussion followed 
and we thanked Steve for his report. 
 
Pastor Roger Zehms presented the District Mission Board report. Discussion followed 
and we thanked Roger for his work. 
 
A fifteen minute break was called by the chairman. 
 
Robert Timmerman presented his Synodical council report. Discussion followed, during 
which we were again reminded of our responsibility to convey our synod's ministry plan 
to our members so that they may respond from the heart. We were encouraged to keep 
preaching law and gospel, the powerful tools our Lord gave us for changing hearts and 
carrying out our work. After discussion, we thanked Robert for his work. 
 
Pastor DeNoyer led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Steve Valleskey opened our afternoon session with a devotion on Isaiah 57:18-21 - 
Peace / No Peace. 
 
Pastor Neil Hansen was called upon to present his paper: "The Prayer of Jabez: A Lesson 
in Obfuscation." We thanked Neil for his work. 
 
A few questions of casuistry were brought before the conference. 
 
The offering gathered at the opening service was $261 and some additional monies will 
be coming in. It was approved that the offering be sent to Mission Partners - MLC. 
 
Cross and Crown, Georgetown has offered to host the October 17-18, 2005 Conference. 
Their invitation was graciously accepted. 



 
The dates for April's conference should be April 18-19, 2005 instead of the dates we had 
originally announced. 
 
The essay committee submitted the following slate of papers for next year's conference: 
 

• Exegetical Study of the Key New Testament Passages on Fellowship - Pastor 
Dave Rau 

• Isagogical Study of Amos - Pastor Phil Schwerin 
• Repentance: Beginning the Fight - Pastor Matt DeNoyer 
• When Is War Justified? - Pastor Dick Schleicher 

 
The essay assignments were approved and Pastor Hansen announced his retirement from 
the essay committee. We thanked him for his work. 
 
Pastor Glaeske announced the district council meeting to take place immediately after our 
conference closes. 
 
Pastor Patterson announced the Sunday School teachers seminar at Holy Word this 
Saturday. 
 
Pastor Buege announced an exhibit of the Dead Sea Scrolls at a Houston museum. 
 
Pastor Schneider encouraged anyone who has questions on the NAO program to speak 
with him. 
 
Mr. Timmerman supplied his email address: fine@texas.net. 
 
Pastor Hering gave a few announcements in regard to upcoming Commission on 
Evangelism activities. 
 
We were encouraged to remember Ellen Schmeling in our prayers. 
 
The minutes were read and accepted. 
 
Our thanks were conveyed to our host congregation, worship leaders, essayists, 
instrumentalists, etc. 
 
Pastor John Vieths closed our conference with a devotion on Isaiah 66:12-13 - Peace Like 
a River. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Michael Gehl, Secretary 


