
 
 

 
 

April Pastoral Study Conference 
Living Water, Hot Springs Village, AR 

April 26-27, 2004 
 
Monday, April 26th 
 
Our April conference began with worship, which included a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Pastor Roger 
Zehms of Risen Savior, Austin, fed us with God’s Word in a sermon based on Psalm 23. 
 
The conference was called to order at 11:20 am. Roll call was taken and excuses were noted. The agenda was 
adopted with a few possible adjustments. 
 
The essay committee encouraged that our suggestions for next spring’s conference be turned in as soon as 
possible. 
 
Pastor Vilas Glaeske, our district president, presented his report. Discussion followed and a motion was made 
and passed to receive his report. 
 
Reverend John Graf, the Director of Planned Giving, distributed a handout on the Mission Partners program. He 
continues to make himself available to all of our congregations. 
 
Pastor John Koelpin announced a School of Worship Enrichment to be held sometime in 2005 at Calvary, 
Dallas. Please decide between the following two dates: 1) mid-to-late January or 2) late April / early May and 
let him know your preference. 
 
Pastor Zehms led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
Our afternoon session began with Pastor Phil Schwerin’s devotion based on Psalm 103:1-7. 
 
Pastor Jon Brohn was called upon to presented a Confirmation Workshop. 
 
A short break was called, after which Pastor Brohn finished his presentation. Discussion followed and a motion 
was made and passed to thank Jon. 
 
Mr. Moe Frey was given the floor to present his Synodical Council report, at the end of which, he asked that we 
suggest our top five concerns that we’d like presented at the South Central District Convention. Other 
discussion took place, some concerns regarding the reporting of information and Growth Design were raised, 
and Moe was thanked for his report. 
 
Pastor Steve Valleskey presented his World Missions report. Discussion followed and Steve was thanked for his 
report. 
 
Pastor Glaeske expressed his appreciation on our behalf for all of Steve Valleskey’s work. 
 
Pastor Eric Hartzell announced that the pastors of the capital circuit should meet sometime tomorrow. 
 
Pastor Dave Schneider announced that Parish Services will meet in the hotel lobby at 8:00 pm tonight. 
 
Pastor Schwerin led us in prayer and the conference broke for the afternoon. 
 



 
 

 
 

Tuesday, April 27th 
 
Our Tuesday morning session began with Pastor Russel Kobs leading us with a devotion based on Psalm 1. 
 
A few new arrivals were greeted. Pastor Glaeske then reminded us of the importance of making travel 
arrangements while keeping the agenda in mind. 
 
Pastor Steve Valleskey was thanked for distributing his essay early for our advance preparation and then 
highlighted points from, “Dr. Luther Celebrates Holy Communion.” Discussion followed and a motion was 
made and passed to thank Steve for his work. 
 
A fifteen minute break was called. 
 
Pastor Zehms gave the Home Missions report. Discussion followed and Roger was thanked for his report. 
 
Pastor Dave Rau gave a brief announcement on this summer’s Teen Retreat and flyers were made available. 
 
Pastor Mark Bitter presented his essay: “Why Are There Gay-Friendly Churches?” 
 
The essay committee strongly encouraged our paper suggestions for next year’s conference. 
 
Pastor Joel Jaeger reminded us of the military contact pastors’ meetings this evening and tomorrow. 
 
Pastor Eric Hartzell reminded the pastors of the Capital Circuit to meet briefly before lunch. 
 
Pastor Kobs led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Michael Gehl opened our afternoon session with a devotion based on Psalm 32. 
 
Due to some conflicts, the January, 2005 papers were reassigned as follows… 
 

� How to Carry out the Great Commission in Our Schools (LES & SS) - Ryan Hill 
� Isagogical Study of Jonah - Reluctant Evangelist (NAO) - Chuck Huebner 
� Counseling Those Suffering from Addiction - Bill Gabb 
� The Sermon: A Need to Change? - John Hering 

 
The essay committee proposed the following two options for April, 2005: #1 - An exegesis paper plus Professor 
Dan Layrer, who would speak on Evangelism Styles. #2 - Four papers from the pastors of the district. A motion 
was made and seconded to accept option #1. That motion was defeated. 
 
Discussion of Pastor Bitter’s paper followed and a motion was made and passed to thank Mark for his work. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to send the offering gathered at our opening worship service, in the amount 
of $121.00, to the Seminary for their 75th Anniversary Chapel Renovation Project. After discussion, that motion 
was passed. The treasurer of Living Water congregation is directed to take care of sending that to President 
Valleskey on our behalf. 
 
The AR / OK circuits will discuss hosting next April’s conference and turn in an invitation within a short time. 
The conference dates are April 25th and 26th, 2005. 
 



 
 

 
 

A motion was made and passed to thank our host congregation and pastor, the members who provided meals 
and other assistance, our devotion leaders and essayists. 
 
The following essays were proposed and approved for next April’s conference… 
 

� John Vieths - Exegesis of 1 Peter 3 
� Joel Sauer - Preaching Sanctification 
� Chris Goelzer - Consensus vs. Voting 
� Marc Von Deylen - Isagogical Study of Ezra & Nehemiah: Rebuilding God’s People 

 
There was discussion on whether to have four or five papers at our study conferences.  It was suggested that the 
essay committee make assignments at the discretion of the body and the Chairman and Secretary. We were also 
reminded that the papers should be of a length that they can be covered within 45 minutes. 
 
The minutes were read by the secretary and received with two clarifications. 
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn. 
 
The conference closed with a devotion on Psalm 90, led by Pastor John Gaertner. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Michael Gehl 


