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A Real Conversation
Between a researcher (R) and a Sunday school student (S)

R: How long have you been going to church?
S: Since I  was a baby.
R: How do you like your classes at church?
S: They're too much l ike school.
R: How's that?
S: They're boring.
R: How so?
S:
R:
S :

R:

We have to sit in chairs and memorize stuff.
What have you mem orized?
Verses from the Bible. We get a piece of candy if we come with the
verses memorized.
Can you say the last verse you got some candy for?

S: I  don' t  remember.
R: Do you remember any of them?
S: No, I 'm sorry.
R: Well, can you remember what any of them meant?
S: No. I guess I have a bad memory.
R: Can you tell me what it takes for a person to get to heaven?
S: Study hard.

What's your initial reaction as to the realism
of this conversation?

What might this conversation say about a
"hidden curriculum"?

What might you predict about this child's
future in the church?
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Some Actual Data

Out of a whole host of church attributes, church-attenders rank the church's
teaching at the bottom of the quality scale. Only youth programs receive a poorer
grade. George Barne, l4that Americans Believe, I99l

Since 1972, Sunday school attendance has dropped from 41 millionto 26 million.
During this same period the general U.S. population grew by 23 percent.

Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches, t gg4.
The Statistical Abstract of the United States, Igg2

Since 1990, WELS Sunday school enrollments have decreased lg.2% - a loss of
8,344 students. In this same period, the number of WELS congregations has
grown 2.3%. CYD Analysis of II/ELS Statistical Reports, 2003

Since 1992, WELS elementary school enrollments have declined 13.8% - a loss of
4,368 children . WELS CpS Annual Statistics, 2003-04

Only 1 9 percent of churchgoing adults say they usually learn a lot from their
pastor's serrnons . Group publishing pott of Church-goers, I gg2

Only 46% of churchgoing adults and 42o/o of churchgoing teenagers say their
church challenges their thinking.

Effective Christian Education; A National Study of Protestant Congregations,
Search Institute, 1990

. Only 35% of 5-6th graders say their church classes make them think.
Group Publishing National Sun ey, l9g2

. Only 40% of adults and 45o/o of teenagers say their church encourages them to ask
questlons. Effective Christian Education: A National Study of Protestant Congregations,

Search Institute. 1990

. Only 23% of churchgoing adults typically attend any weekly Bible study class.
George Berna, I(hat Americans Believe, t99l

. Only 12.3% of churchgoing WELS adults typically attend any weekly Bible study
class. I4/ELS Statistical Report and Parish Sentices Consultation Data, 2003
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Several Pointed Words

"Christian education in a ntajority of congregations is a tired enterprise in need of
refornt. Often out of touch with adult and adolescent needs, it experiences increasing
dfficulty in finding and motivating volunteers, faces general disinterest among its
'clients,' and employs models and procedures that have changed little over tinte. "

Peter Benson and Carolvn Eklin. Search Institute. 1990

" Sunday schools [for adults and childrenJ simply do not provide the quality of
teaching and experience that people demand these days in exchange for their tinxe. "

George Barna, Minishy Currents, l99l

"TIre teachers just talk and we just sit there. " Bryan, Grade 3,
Interview with Thom Schultz. 1992

A Golden oppoftunity -€J

After surveying I 1,000 adults and youth from churches in several denominations,
researchers Peter Benson and Carolyn Eklin said, "Christian education matters much
more than we expected. Of all the areas of congregational life we examined,
involvement in an effective Christian education program has the strongest tie to a
person's growth in faith. While other congregational factors also matter, nothing
matters more than effective Christian education. And this is as true for adults as it is
for children."

Effective Christian Education: A National Study of Protestant Congregations,
Search Institute, 1990

E What seven-word phrase from the above quote really says it all?

E Why is agreement with this phrase so important?
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Rethinking THE Passage

How Do Children (People) Learn?

Physiological
Social
Emotional
Gonstructive
Reflective
Disposit ional

The expression: It's not how smart you are, it's how you are smart, is getting more attention these

days as the result of growing research on how people show their intelligence. The traditional

measure of intelligence (the IQ test) actually measures only a small part of a person's
"smartness." Research by men like Howard Gardner (1983, 1993) and others have identified up
to seven different intelligences.

Linguistic - verbal abilities; reading, writing, speaking, debating-skill in word
games and semantics

Logical/Mathematical - ability in numbers, patterns, logical reasoning

Spatial - ability to think in vivid mental pictures, reconstructing images or
situations in your mind

Musical - ability with rhythm and melody-appreciationfor how sounds and
words get put together and work together

Bodily-Kinesthetic - ability to use your physical body skillfully

lnterpersonal - abili4t to intuitively understand and get along with all kinds of
people

Intrapersonal - ability to understand oneself, knowirtg who you are and why you
do what vou do
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Try It, They'll Like It

The next t ime you teach a Bible lesson or any kind of lesson...

r Consider accommodating the three learning modalities in meaningful ways. Ask
yourself the following questions:

FOR LEARNERS:

Do I have some colorful pictures or objects that relate to the
lesson? What can I draw or write on the blackboard, perhaps
with colored chalk? Is my lesson presentation "colorful"
enough so students can paint their own, clear picture of the
lesson events in their minds? How can I position myself
throughout the lesson in such a way that every student can
easily see me and make eye contact with me? How can I use
my own body movements to help tell the story?

FOR LEARNERS:

How will I provide "thinking noise" time for students? Will
meaningful time be given for students to verbally participate in the
lesson via answering questions, small group discussions, or even
repeating words or phrases after me? How could I add a verbal
rhythm to my lesson presentation, to the lesson discussion, etc?

FOR LEARNERS:

Will there be things in my lesson students can touch or
manipulate? Will my lesson have periodic "breaks" built into it
where students can move to a new area of the classroom, get
together with fellow students, stand up, sit down, role play,
physically imitate lesson characters or settings, sing action
Bible songs, etc?
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Four Additianal Thoughfs for Presenting
Lessons That Connect with Sfudenfs

Work with a partner to fill in the blanks in each statement below. The words you need are below.

1 ) Acknowledge that students are . You cannot be an effective teacher if
you think lesson, approach is going to meet the needs of

in your class, because it

2) Acknowledge that learning should be _. When students are having
they things.

3) Tap into your students'
they already _,

knowledge. We have to
so that they have a _

upon what
on which to add new

must see how it
it affect their life,

knowledge.

4) For students today, there must be a for them. They
to their l i fe, their future...how does

the i r structure, something immediate for them.

one fun know one relates family different wort't build
gotl everyone fun prior remember foundation immediate

My Learning Modality Ghecklist
What are your strongest learning modalities? Complete the short "Modality Checklist" below to
find out (adapted from Cynthia Tobias' The Way They Learn 1994 p.90). Put a mark in all the
boxes containing statements that apply to you. Then count the marks in each vertical row.

I need to see an illustration of
what I arn being taught before I
understand it.

I need to hear myself say it
in order to remember it.

I have difficulty sitting still
for more than a few minutes
at a time.

I am drawn to flashy, colorful,
visually stimulating objects.

I often need to talk through a
problern aloud in order to solve
it.

I usually leam best by
physically parlicipating in a
task.

I ahnost always prefer books
that include pictures or
illustrations with the text.

I memorize best by repeating the
information aloud or to mvself
over and over.

I almost always have some
part of my body in motion.

I look like I'm "daydreaming"
when I'rn trying to get a mental

icture of what's beins said. or musical oattern.

I remember best when the
information fits into a rhvthmic

I prefer to read books or hear
stories that are full of action.

I usually remember better when
I can actually see the person
u'ho's talkin

I would rather listen to a
recording of a book than sit and
read it.

I remember best when I can
do something with the
information.

No.  o f  marks: No. of marks: No. of marks:
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My Teaching Style lnventory

Look at the following words. Place a number from 1-4 in each box, 4 indicating a word that is
most like you, and I indicating a word that is least like you. Add your total number of points in
each vertical column and record the number under the column. (From Jody Capehart's Touching
Hearts, Changing Lives 1999, pg. l7)

l f  you scored highest in column 1.. .

You are a "Relater" - a Miss Tenderhearted or Mr. Talkative. You are very focused
on individual leamers and their stories. You remember what it was like to be a
student and child. You love to talk to your students and nurture their growth. You may
also become easily distracted from your lesson and struggle with discipline.

f  f  you scored highest in colum n 2.. .

You are a "Researcher" - a Mr. Technician or Mrs. Tutor. You love the subject material
and will spend considerable time crafting your lesson. You will draw in additional
resources and interesting facts to bolster what you teach. You want your students to be
able to defend the faith well. You may also forget to relate the facts to everyday life.
You may wrongly assume that head knowledge automatically sinks into the hearts of
vour students.

A B c D

sensitive factual thorouq h inspirat ional

relational love research literal outqoinq

subiective rational methodical aqqressive

personable black or white habitual will inq-to-risk

storyteller obiective detailed independent

spontaneous serious punctual experiential

empathet ic analvtical hard-workinq enerqetic

emotional loqical sequential enthusiastic

srncere svstematic orqanized creative

insiqhtful critical practical busy

TOTAL: TOTAL: TOTAL: TOTAL:
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l f  you scored highest in column 3...

You are an "Organrzer" - a Mrs. Thorough or Mr. Tenacious. You are practical and
organized, unlikely to become ruffled. Wanting to carry out every detail you are
responsible for, you use each item in your resource kit, following the directions as
written. While your commitment to preparation carries you through almost any crisis, you
may miss out on tremendous opportunities and "teachable moments" because you are
inflexible. You also may have trouble accepting students who don't fit your mold - who
are "wild," "messy," or who "interfere" with your well-laid plans.

l f  you scored highest  in  column 4. . .

You are a "Doer" - a Mr. Tasker or a Miss Tornado. You may be involved in a thousand
different activities, and preparing for teaching simply gets overlooked - you really don't
like the curriculum guide anyway! Your class is never boring, but also rarely "on-task."
Your energy level rivals that of your students, and this helps you understand their need
for frequent surprises and lots of action.

l f  you scored the same in some columns.. .

It may mean you have learned the skills of complementary styles or have learned to
understand and appreciate the different ways people need to learn.

oL
E What did you discover about your own learning

modalities or styles that was a revelation to you?

S Wnat value is there in thinking about your own
learning modalities and teaching styles?

Pastor's working on his sermon
for the kinesthetic members.
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Finally, what's
the point?

The apostle Paul's divinely inspired words to the Romans, have application to the
discussion of learning styles. Paul writes, "For by the grace given me I say to every one
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself
with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as
each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the
same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs
to all of the others" Romans 12:3-5.

Paul compares Christians and the church to a human body. Just as a human body has
many members, each with different and special functions that serve the whole, so also the
body of believers in Jesus is made up of many uniquely and differently gifted members
who all belong to and care for each other.

You and every student you teach (youth and adult) are part of the body of Christ of which
Paul speaks. You belong to each other. Eacli of you brings unique abilities, talents, and
also learning styles to the mix. When we recognize, understand, appreciate, and
accommodate the different learning styles in our teaching and ministries, we create an
environment where all the members truly belong, learn, and grow.

The Word of LW Comes to LW

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard (auditory), which
we have seen with our eye s (visual), which we have looked at and our hands
have touched (kinesthetic)--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.

I John I: I
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