
 
 

 
 

2004 Pastor / Teacher / Lay Delegate Conference 
Shiloh Lutheran Retreat Center 

Scroggins, Texas 
January 22-23, 2004 

 
Thursday, January 22nd 
 
Our 2004 Pastor - Teacher - Lay Delegate Conference opened at 10:15 am on Thursday, 
January 22nd, with a service of Holy Communion. Pastor John Hering of Divine Peace, 
Garland, preached on Joshua 6:1-20 using the theme: Sometimes Trusting God Means 
Walking in Circles. An offering of $548 was gathered. 
 
Pastor Bill Gabb called the conference to order and roll call was taken with 87 called 
workers and delegates in attendance. Guests were welcomed and excuses noted. 
 
The agenda was approved as distributed. 
 
The essay request forms were made available and we were encouraged to turn in our 
suggestions in a timely manner. 
 
It was announced that Northwestern Publishing House will not have a display at this 
year’s conference, but will offer the usual 20% discount and no shipping charges for 
orders taken at the conference. Order forms were made available. 
 
Pastor Vilas Glaeske was called upon to present the President’s report. 
 
Pastor Hering led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
Guy Bergenthal opened our afternoon session with a devotion based on Luke 2:8-14. 
 
Moe Frey presented the Synodical Council report. 
 
There was an opportunity given to discuss the President’s report and a question regarding 
VEBA’s release of information was addressed. 
 
Parish Services presented the following reports…an overview of Parish Services’ work 
by District Coordinator, Pastor Dave Schneider; Special Ministries by Pastor Josh Martin; 
Youth Discipleship by Pastor Fred Schleg; Pastor Dave Rau spoke on the Teen Retreat; 
Worship by Pastor John Koelpin; and Evangelism / North American Outreach by Pastor 
John Hering. The Adult Discipleship and Parish Schools reports were also distributed. 
 
Pastor John Graf and Arnie Nommensen spoke on the Mission Partners program and on 
the Ministry of Planned Giving. 
 
Pastor Steve Valleskey presented the Word Missions report. 
 



 
 

 
 

Pastor Roger Zehms, the new DMB chairman, presented the Home Missions report. 
 
Pastors John Koelpin and John Gaertner reported on some of Northwestern Publishing 
House’s newer publications. Pastor Glaeske, as usual, added his own encouragement. It 
was further noted that an NPH rep will likely not be able to come to conferences outside 
of a congregational setting because of cost factors. 
 
Dr. Dan Schmeling reported on Shiloh Lutheran Retreat Center and showed the latest 
informational video. He encouraged all of us to take part in the Shiloh stewardship 
campaign as we are able. 
 
Pastor Phil Schwerin reported for CCFS. Discussion and encouragement followed. 
 
Pastor Dick Schleicher reported for CEF. 
 
An announcement was made that updated district directories are available - two per 
congregation. Corrections should be made to the district webmaster. 
 
Joel Nelson led an interactive discussion on different learning modalities entitled “What 
Are We Really Teaching at Church?” He was thanked for his presentation. 
 
The following announcements were made… 

� Andrew Johnson is in the process of updating the district web page 
� The Essay Committee needs your suggestions for next year’s papers by this 

evening 
� Parish Service coordinators and district officers need to meet with Pastor 

Schneider to have their pictures taken for the district web page 
� Nominations for district positions should be submitted to Pastor Bob Green as 

soon as possible 
� Anyone interested in singing in the choir for closing service should meet after 

dinner. 
 
Pastor Bergenthal closed our Thursday afternoon session with prayer. 
 
Friday, January 23rd 
 
Pastor Mark Hanna opened our Friday morning session with a devotion based on 
Hebrews 9:28a. 
 
Pastor Chris Goelzer gave a Treasurer’s report and also announced that travel 
equalization forms are to be submitted through the circuit pastors. 
 
Pastor Phil Kieselhorst presented his paper, “The Temptation: Programming the Holy 
Spirit.” Discussion followed and the essayist was thanked for his work. 
 
Pastor Hering displayed some of the evangelism materials available for order. 



 
 

 
 

 
A fifteen minute break was called. 
 
Pastor Schleg proposed the following essays for next January’s PTLD Conference… 

� “How to Carry out the Great Commission in Our Schools (LES and Sunday 
School)” (Ryan Hill) 

� “Isagogical Study of Jonah - Reluctant Evangelist” (Jan Eggert) (NAO slant) 
� “Counseling Those Suffering from Addiction” (Chuck Huebner) 
� “The Sermon - A Need to Change?” (Mark Kom) 

 
Pastor Jim Krause presented his paper, “An Isagogical Study of Philemon and Jude.” 
Discussion followed and the essayist was thanked for his work. 
 
Announcements… 

� NPH orders need to be submitted to Bill Gabb ASAP. 
� Tom Kuehl / NPH will be encouraged to find a feasible way to bring a book 

display to us. 
� Capital circuit will meet briefly before lunch. 
� The principals met and discussed having a home-school basketball tourney. 

Anyone interested should speak with Dave Kapler. 
� On February 1st, Living Water, Hot Springs Village is giving a celebration in 

honor of the 50th anniversary of Art Schuppmann’s ordination. All are invited. 
� Circuit pastor pictures will be taken for web site immediately before lunch. 
� Holy Word, Austin is going to offer women / men retreats this spring. 
� Pastor Gabb gave some suggestions regarding the opening worship offering: 

Synod budget; Mission Partners; Shiloh’s capital campaign. 
� Colonel Sparky Adams filled in some details regarding the status of his great-

niece’s husband and the other pilot who were undergoing investigation. He 
thanked us for our prayers and asked for continued prayers upon the proceedings. 

 
Pastor Hanna led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Dave Kapler opened our Friday afternoon session with a devotion based on Micah 
5:9. 
 
Joel Nelson presented an interactive essay, “Developing a Family Centered Ministry.” He 
was thanked for his work and presentations. 
 
A motion was made and passed to designate the offering from the opening service, in the 
amount of $548, to Mission Partners as undesignated. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to move $1,000 from the district checking account to 
the student aid fund. After discussion, the motion failed. 
 
God-willing, the 2005 PTLD Conference will be held at Shiloh Lutheran Retreat Center 
on January 20-21, 2005. 



 
 

 
 

 
Our hosts, essayists, devotion leaders, musicians and the ladies from Holy Word will be 
properly thanked for all their work. 
 
The minutes were read and, after one correction, a motion was made and passed to accept 
them. 
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn. 
 
Pastor Glaeske closed our conference with a devotion based on Isaiah 61:10. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Michael Gehl 


