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SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT DELEGATE CONFERENCE

our worship or o,1. ooo]ffi-rl;l1i1e, a ravor that God grants us
through his Son. But while privileges are commonly understood as something
we earn, like parents granting their son or daughter the keys to the car when
they turn sixteen, we do not earn the right to worship God nor would we have
any desire to do so by nature. lt's a gift of his grace and grace alone. We don't
have peace and forgiveness with God because of anything we have done, but
Christ brought us to himself through his deeds, through his fulfilling of the law
and his death on the cross. In love we now worship and serve our Lord and
congregations join together in suppoding our synod's work through the
congregational mission offering (CMO).

This past year our district expressed that love for the Lord's work with a
subscription of $612,017 and an offering of $619,279. That's 101.2o/o of our
subscription. Our twelve districts together (synod) gave 101.9% of their
subscription of $19,429,408, to bring the total CMO for 2003 to $19,799,705.
Nearly 20 million dollars! For all these offerings we are most thankful, and
rejoice in them as cheerful fruits of our faith as we continue to encourage our
congregations to generously support the work our Lord has given to us.

The CCFS offers a yearly stewardship presentation that lays out God's
grace and the biblical principles of giving. We hope congregations use this
presentation, or a similar stewardship presentation, to remind our people of how
God woufd have them serve him. The current presentation, Pursuing Godliness
with Contentment, can be ordered from the synod. A new program or
presentation to our congregations will come out this fall. May we teach each
other the joy we have in supporting our Lord's work. lt's the greatest work on
earth and God has called each one of us to be a part of it!

"Mission Partners" is a new endeavor of our synod designed to match
individuals, groups, or congregations to a particular mission effort. Gifts can be
sent to general mission work, a specific home or world mission, a specific
program of a WELS ministerial education school or student, or a specific
program or project of Parish Services, We currently have over sixty such
projects, and gifts already are in excess of one million dollars. More information
is available at www.wels.neUmpq and then click on "Mission Partners."

The CCFS also provides you with the monthly WELS Connection video
and the monthly "News From the WELS" information release. We encourage all
congregations to print that release as an insert in the bulletin each month. We
also thank all the WELS representatives in each congregation, as well as our
regional representatives for their time and work during the past year. Our
special thanks to Colonel Marvin Adams, who resigned this past year, for the
many years of faithful service he gave to our commission.

May our Lord encourage each of us to continue to work zealously for him,
and to share the wealth of his spiritual riches with others.

Pastor Philip Schwerin


