
 

 

Minutes of the Fall Pastors’ Study Conference of the South Central District 
Holy Cross Ev. Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

October 20-21, 2003 
 
Monday, October 20th 
 
Our 2003 Fall Pastors’ Conference opened on Monday morning, October 20th, with a 
service in which we were fed by Word and Sacrament. In the sermon based on Psalm 46, 
Pastor Mark Kom reminded us of our accomplished, ongoing, and ultimate “Survival.” 
 
After a short break, the assembly was officially called to order at 11:25 am. 
 
The roll was called with absences and excuses noted. 
 
A motion was made and passed to adopt the agenda as it had been distributed. 
 
President Vilas Glaeske read his report and attached to it a brief report from Dr. Dan 
Schmeling on Shiloh Lutheran Retreat Center. After discussion, a motion was made and 
passed to thank Pastor Glaeske for his report. 
 
An announcement was made for the military contact pastors of the conference to meet 
briefly before lunch. 
 
Pastor Kom led us in prayer and the conference broke for lunch. 
 
Our Monday afternoon session began with Pastor Eric Hartzell leading us in a devotion 
based on Luke 2:8-20. 
 
Pastor Fred Schleg presented his paper on “1 Thessalonians: An Overview.” After brief 
discussion, a motion was made and passed to thank Pastor Schleg for his paper. 
 
Pastor Myrl Wagenknecht gave an oral Home Mission report and also a brief update on 
our Central and South American mission work. Among other things, he informed us that 
Living Hope, San Antonio has been granted mission status. 
 
Moe Frey presented his Synodical Council report. He commented briefly on how the 
revolving funds work and also on the Mission Partners program. He was thanked for his 
report. 
 
A fifteen minute break was called. 
 
We reconvened and Pastor Mike Gehl was called on to present his paper, “Arius: Heretic 
Then…and Now.” After some discussion, a motion was made and passed to thank Pastor 
Gehl for his paper. 
 
Pastor Wagenknecht supplemented his previous report by urging us to continue to keep 



 

 

the Cuban missions in our prayers. 
 
Pastor John Hering was called upon to speak to the various resolutions that came out of 
Synod Convention. He specifically mentioned the three-year phase-in of the 
compensation package, North American Missions as a key thrust and focus and the 
decrease in adult confirmations over the past thirteen years. Pastor Hering put in a plug 
for an evangelism seminar to be held at Camp Shiloh on December 5th and 6th to assist us 
with outreach, member retention and assimilation. Pastor Glaeske read from President 
Gurgel’s convention report regarding the backdoor losses, decrease in adult 
confirmations and drop in congregational mission offerings. He also called on us to be 
more optimistic in our outlook and give thanks that our Lord gives us the ability to be the 
“salt of the earth.” Pastor Patterson challenged us to work hard at getting at least two 
members to go to the Shiloh seminar. John Wiederhold is also planning on holding a one-
day seminar in south Texas in February. Pastor Hering wrapped it up by sharing with us 
the positive attitude that came out of convention. Pastor Gabb finally encouraged us to 
make use of Pastor Tim Soukup’s Africa materials in our congregations. 
 
Pastor Glaeske asked for the floor and shared his burden with us of seeking the body of 
the WELS to respond to our financial deficits, not only with a cheerful gift, but also a 
lifelong change in attitude toward giving. He appealed to us that between now and 
Thanksgiving we all present to our members the opportunity that we have to do ministry 
with limited resources and to gather another special offering as motivated by the Savior’s 
love. 
 
The conference adjourned for the day with Pastor Hartzell leading us in prayer. 
 
 
Tuesday, October 21st 
 
Pastor Andy Schroer opened our Tuesday morning session with a devotion based on 1 
Corinthians 15:53-57. 
 
The Essay Committee reported some changes on upcoming papers and asked that we 
submit our essay suggestions for next fall’s conference. 
 
Pastor Nate Buege presented his paper entitled, “An Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 8: The 
Modern Application for Adiaphora and the Law of Love.” Discussion followed and a 
motion was made and passed to thank Pastor Buege for his paper. 
 
Pastor Chris Goelzer made announcements regarding the payment of conference dues, the 
travel equalization fund and asked us to update the district directory. 
 
Pastor Josh Martin announced a “Special-Needs” camp to be held at Camp Shiloh next 
summer. 
 
Pastor Bob Green presented the introduction to his paper entitled, “Prayer as Worship in 



 

 

the WELS and in LCMS and an Examination of the Case against Rev. David Benke.” 
 
A fifteen minute break was called. 
 
Pastor Green continued presenting his paper. 
 
The conference broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Caleb Schoeneck opened our afternoon session with a devotion based on Acts 2:1-
4. 
 
Pastor Green finished reading his paper. During the discussion that followed it was 
suggested that certain statements that could possibly be misunderstood be deleted. A 
motion was made and passed to thank Pastor Green for his paper. 
 
An offering in the amount of $260 was gathered at our opening worship service. A 
motion was made and passed to send our offering to the Mission Partners program. 
 
The Essay Committee suggested paper topics and assignments for next year’s conference. 
A motion was made and, after brief discussion, passed to approve the following… 

� Neil Hansen - The Prayer of Jabez 
� John Koelpin - New Uses of Technology in Worship 
� Caleb Schoeneck - Isagogical Study of James 
� Andy Schroer - Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 
� Mark Hannah - Chemnitz’ Contributions to our Lutheran Heritage 

The revised slate of essay assignments for other upcoming conferences are attached to the 
end of these minutes. 
 
Pastor Gabb distributed the new promotional materials for Camp Shiloh and spoke to the 
capital campaign that is now underway.  
 
Please submit any news items to Pastor Gabb for inclusion in Forward in Christ 
magazine. 
 
Our district’s Teen Retreat will take place on June 14th through 18th next summer. 
 
A motion was made and passed to thank our essayists, preachers and presenters, as well 
as our host congregation. 
 
After receiving their invitation, a motion was made and passed to hold our next Fall 
Pastors’ Study Conference at Lord of Life Ev. Lutheran Church in Friendswood, TX on 
October 18-19, 2004. 
 
The minutes of the conference were read and a motion was made and passed to approve 
them. 
 



 

 

A motion was made and passed to adjourn. 
 
Pastor Tim Soukup closed our conference with a devotion based on Luke 2:29-32. 
 
Upcoming Conference Papers 
 
Jan 2004 
Jim Krause - Isagogical study of Jude & Philemon 
Dan Schmeling - Focus on the Family 
Phil Kieselhorst - Temptation to Program the Holy Spirit 
Joel Nelson - Learning Modalities 
 
Apr 2004 
Jon Brohn - Confirmation Workshop 
Steve Valleskey - Dr. Luther Celebrates Holy Communion 
Mark Bitter - Exegetical Study: Homosexuality - Gay Friendly Churches 


