
Minutes 
WELS South Central District Pastoral Study Conference 
Risen Savior Ev. Lutheran Church, Austin, TX 
April 28-29, 2003 
 
Monday 
 
Conference began with our opening worship service led by Pastor Roger Zehms.  Pastor Bill Gabb fed us 
with his sermon based on 1 John 5:1-6. 
 
Roll call was taken with excuses noted and guests welcomed.   
 
The agenda was presented.  A motion was made and passed to adopt the agenda. 
 
District President Pastor Vilas Glaeske presented his report.  After discussion Pastor Glaeske was 
thanked for his report. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to thank President Gurgel for his forthrightness and transparency 
about our Synod's financial crisis, and we trust his ability and our leadership's ability to handle this 
matter. The motion was tabled until we can hear from Moe Frey. 
 
Pastor John Koelpin led us in a critique of Pastor Gabb's sermon. 
 
Pastor Gabb led us in prayer as we broke for lunch. 
 
Pastor Mark Bitter opened Monday afternoon’s session with a devotion based on Titus 3:5-7. 
 
Rev. John Simon presented the first portion of his presentation, "Caesar's Renderings." 
 
After the break, Rev. Simon continued with the second portion of his presentation. 
 
The following reports were presented: 

• Synodical Council: Moe Frey 
o Discussion of financial crisis and how to best present the situation to our congregations. 

 
Pastor Bitter closed our afternoon session with prayer. 
 
Tuesday 
 
Pastor Dick Schleicher led us in our opening devotion based on Song of Songs 4:8-12. 
 
Steve Valleskey will be presenting a WLS Symposium paper on the Luther and the Eucharistic Prayer. 
The motion was made and seconded to have Steve present that paper at our October conference, moving 
some of the October papers to our Spring conference. The motion passed. 
 
Pastor Tim Soukup presented most of his paper entitled, "Advance with Faith at its Finest—a 
Homiletic Treatment of the Life of Abraham."  
 
After the break, Pastor Dave Kapler presented his paper entitled, "God's Principles on Marriage, 
Remarriage and Divorce—An Essay on 1 Corinthians 7." Following discussion, a motion was made 
and passed to thank the essayist. 
 



Pastor Zehms presented an update from Moe Frey to help make the Synod situation clearer for us. 
Following discussion, the motion was made, seconded and supported to bring the tabled motion to the 
floor. Following discussion, the motion was passed. Pastor Gabb will call President Gurgel and share our 
thoughts with him, and the conference secretary will draft a letter on behalf of our district expressing our 
support. 
 
Pastor Schleicher led us in prayer for the noon meal. 
 
Pastor John Koelpin opened our afternoon session with a devotion based on Mark 3:31-35. 
 
The following reports were given: 
  
 World Missions—Pastor Steve Valleskey 
 Home Missions—Pastor Myrl Wagenknecht 
 NPH—Pastor Jon Brohn, Pastor John Gaertner 
 
Tim Soukup finished presenting his paper. Following discussion, a motion was made and passed to thank 
the essayist. 
   
The Essay Committee presented its slate of papers which changed after some of the brothers took calls 
out of the district. October 2003: "Overview of 1 Thessalonians," Fred Schleg. "1 Corinthians 8—
Modern Application for Adiaphora and Law of Love," Nate Buege. "Proper Use of New Technologies in 
Worship," John Koelpin. "Arius: Heretic Then and Now," Mike Gehl. "Prayer as Worship—WELS vs. 
LCMS", Bob Green. January 2004: "Jude and Philemon," Jim Krause. "Focus on the Family," Dan 
Schmeling. "Temptation to Program the Holy Spirit," Phil Kieselhorst. "The Prayer of Jabez," Neil 
Hansen. April 2004: "Enriching Catechism Instruction", Jon Brohn. "Luther and the Eucharistic Prayer," 
Steve Valleskey. "Homosexuality: Why Are There Gay-Friendly Churches?" Mark Bitter. 
  
Motion was made and seconded to hold the Spring pastoral study conference at Hot Springs Village, 
Arkansas on April 26-27, 2004.  Motion passed. 
 
The following motions were made and passed: 
 Thank you to the host congregation—Risen Savior, Austin. 
 Thank you to those who fed us with Word and Sacrament. 
 
Conference offering: $159.50 will be sent to assist Seminary students in Africa. 
 
The minutes of our conference were read.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as 
read.  The motion passed. 
  
A motion for adjournment was made and passed. 
 
Pastor Dave Rau closed our study conference with a devotion based on Galatians 4:5 (KJV). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jonathan Brohn, Conference Secretary 


