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Setting God-pleasing Priorities


A Bible Study for Called Workers and Their Families
INTRODUCTION:

Personal mission statements  


Time management in the preaching/teaching/staff ministry as well as in personal life

Setting priorities on the basis of roles and relationships 
Priority #1 – Our Personal Relationship with Jesus Christ
Romans 6:3-7, 11-14 – 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin, 7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.



11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

John 15:1-8: – 1I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  5I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.


1. How do we stay connected to Jesus Christ in our personal relationship to him?


2. How does our personal relationship with Jesus aid us in our ministry? 

Priority #2 – Our Relationship with Our Spouses
Genesis 2:18,24 –  18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”



24For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.


Ephesians 5:21-33 – 21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.



22Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.



25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church, 30for we are members of his body. 31For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. 32This is a profound mystery but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.


3. What is the primary purpose for marriage?


4. How are we to treat our spouses?

5. How does our relationship to our spouses affect their ability to support our ministry and minister alongside us?

Priority #3 – Our Relationship with Our Children

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 – 4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  5Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.


Ephesians 6:4 4Fathers (parents), do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.


6. What is our role to be in our families?


7. How could our work at our church/school exasperate our children?

8. How does our relationship with our children affect their ability to support our ministry?

Priority #4 – Our Relationship to Our Employment/Our Calling/Our Ministry
Ephesians 6:5-9 – 5Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.  9And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.

1 Timothy 5:8 – 8If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

1 Timothy 3:1-13 – 1Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. 2Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5(If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.



8Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.



11In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything.



12A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.

Titus 1:5-9 – 5The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7Since an overseer is entrusted with God’s work, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

9. How are we serving the Lord and our family through our employment/calling into ministry?

Priority #5 – Our Relationship to Our Government
Romans 13:1, 6-7 –  1Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.



6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.


10. What is our relationship to our government?


11. How do we show our support of our government?

Priority #6 – Our Relationship to Our Local Congregation/School
Ephesians 4:1-16 – 1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit just as you were called to one hope when you were calledC5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  7But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8This is why it says:  When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.  9(What does he ascended mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.



14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Philippians 2:1-8 – 1If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross!

Exodus 18:1-26 – 1Now Jethro, the priest of Midian and father-in-law of Moses, heard of everything God had done for Moses and for his people Israel, and how the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. 2After Moses had sent away his wife Zipporah, his father-in-law Jethro received her 3and her two sons. One son was named Gershom, for Moses said, “I have become an alien in a foreign land”; 4and the other was named Eliezer, for he said, “My father’s God was my helper; he saved me from the sword of Pharaoh.”



5Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, together with Moses’ sons and wife, came to him in the desert, where he was camped near the mountain of God. 6Jethro had sent word to him, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons.” 7So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and kissed him. They greeted each other and then went into the tent. 8Moses told his father-in-law about everything the LORD had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Israel’s sake and about all the hardships they had met along the way and how the LORD had saved them. 9Jethro was delighted to hear about all the good things the LORD had done for Israel in rescuing them from the hand of the Egyptians. 10He said, “Praise be to the LORD, who rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians and of Pharaoh, and who rescued the people from the hand of the Egyptians. 11Now I know that the LORD is greater than all other gods, for he did this to those who had treated Israel arrogantly.” 12Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and other sacrifices to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law in the presence of God.



13The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him from morning till evening. 14When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, “What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?” 15Moses answered him, “Because the people come to me to seek God’s will. 16Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and I decide between the parties and inform them of God’s decrees and laws.”



17Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing is not good. 18You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. 19Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people’s representative before God and bring their disputes to him. 20Teach them the decrees and laws, and show them the way to live and the duties they are to perform. 21But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 22Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they will share it with you. 23If you do this and God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied.”



24Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. 25He chose capable men from all Israel and made them leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 26They served as judges for the people at all times. The difficult cases they brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided themselves.

11. Why is it important for us to plan out our efforts for ministry in accordance with our mission and purpose as a Christian congregation/school?


12. What is our role as the pastors, teachers and staff ministers of our congregations/schools?

13. How do we aid our congregations/schools in carrying out the ministry Christ has given us corporately and personally?


14. Why is it important for us to learn how to delegate as well as to train and equip?

Priority #7 – Our Relationship to Those in Need Within Our Family, Our Congregation/School and Our Community
Galatians 6:10 – 10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

Matthew 25:40 – 40 “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’”


15. What can we do to help those in need



within our immediate and extended family?



within our congregation/school?



within our community?

Priority #8 – Our Relationship with Ourselves
Mark 1:35 – 35Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 – 19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

Joshua 1:1-9 – 1After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2"Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them, to the Israelites. 3I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates, all the Hittite country to the Great Sea on the west. 5No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.



6"Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 7Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”

1 Timothy 4:6-8 – 6If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. 7Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.


16. What do we need to do for ourselves as pastors, teachers, and staff ministers?


17. Why is some form of physical exercise good for all of us?

18. How will our personal management (stewardship) of the 6 T’s – Truth (the Word), Testimony (Talk), Talent, Time, Treasure and Temple (our body) – assist us in not only setting but carrying out our God-pleasing priorities?

Addendum 1

1000 MARBLES 

The older I get, the more I enjoy Saturday mornings.   Perhaps it's the quiet solitude that comes with being the first to rise, or maybe it's the unbounded joy of not having to be at work.   Either way, the first few hours of a Saturday morning are most enjoyable.

A few weeks ago, I was shuffling toward my basement ham radio shack with a steaming cup of coffee in one hand and the morning paper in the other.  What began as a typical Saturday morning, turned into one of those lessons that life seems to hand you from time to time.  Let me tell you about it.

I turned the dial up into the phone portion of the band on my ham radio in order to listen to a Saturday morning swap net. Along the way, I came across an older sounding chap, with a tremendous signal and a golden voice.   You know the kind; he sounded like he should

be in the broadcasting business.   He was telling whomever he was talking with something about “a thousand marbles.”

I was intrigued and stopped to listen to what he had to say. “Well, Tom, it sure sounds like you're busy with your job. I'm sure they pay you well, but it's a shame you have to be away from home

and your family so much.   Hard to believe a young fellow should have to work sixty or seventy hours a week to make ends meet.   Too bad you missed your daughter's dance recital.”

He continued, “Let me tell you something Tom, something that has helped me keep a good perspective on my own priorities.” And that's when he began to explain his theory of a “thousand marbles.” 

“You see, I sat down one day and did a little arithmetic.  The average person lives about seventy-five years. I know, some live more and some live less, but on average, folks live about seventy-five years. Now then, I multiplied 75 times 52 and I came up with 3900, which is the 

number of Saturdays that the average person has in their entire lifetime.

"Now, stick with me, Tom, I'm getting to the important part.  It took me until I was fifty-five years old to think about all this in any detail;” he went on, “and by that time I had lived through over twenty-eight hundred Saturdays. I got to thinking that if I lived to be seventy-five, I only had about a thousand of them left to enjoy!”

“So I went to a toy store and bought every single marble they had.  I ended up having to visit three toy stores to round up 1000 marbles. I  took them home and put them inside of a large, clear plastic container right here in the shack next to my gear. Every Saturday since then, I have taken one marble out and thrown it away.  I found that by watching the marbles diminish, I focus more on the really important things in life. There is nothing like watching your time here on this earth run out to help get your priorities straight.”

“Now let me tell you one last thing before I sign-off with you and take my lovely wife out for breakfast. This morning, I took the very last marble out of the container.   I figure that if I make it until next Saturday then I have been given a little extra time.   And the one thing we can all

use is a little more time.  It was nice to meet you Tom, I hope you spend more time with your family, and I hope to meet you again here on the band. 75 year Old Man, this is K9NZQ, clear and going QRT, good morning!”

You could have heard a pin drop on the band when this fellow signed off.  I guess he gave us all a lot to think about.   I had planned to work on the antenna that morning, and then I was going to meet up with a few hams to work on the next club newsletter.   Instead, I went upstairs and woke my wife up with a kiss.  “C’mon honey, I'm taking you and the kids to breakfast.”  “What brought this on?” she asked with a smile.  “Oh, nothing special, it's just been a long time since we spent a Saturday together with the kids. Hey, can we stop at a toy store while we're out?   I need to buy some marbles....”

Addendum 2
____________________________________________________
Something to share with your spouse: 

Winnie the Pooh said:  "If you live to be a hundred, then I want to live to be a hundred minus one day, so I never have to live without you."

____________________________________________________
Some Points to ponder:

If we are willing to spend hours on end to learn to play the piano, operate a computer, or fly an airplane, it is sheer nonsense for us to imagine that we can learn the high art of getting guidance through communion with the Lord in his Word without being willing to set time aside for it.


Adapted from Paul Rees

“Only one life to live.  Will soon be past.


Only what is done for Christ will last.”


– from a plaque in the home of the grandmother of Jim Radloff

When you put God first, you are establishing order for everything else in your life. 

Andrea Garney 

Addendum 3
[image: image1.jpg]Source: Barna Group, 2010
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Addendum 4
BALANCE IN LIFE
Adapted from Mike Singletary’s book, One-on-One, a devotional book, written with Jay Carty, a Christian minister.

(Mike Singletary was a Hall of Fame Linebacker for Chicago Bears and is now head coach for San Francisco 49ers.  He is also a Christian.)

As head coach for the San Francisco 49ers, I want my staff to be good family men as well as good football men.  That doesn’t mean we don’t work our tails off; we do, but we are better managers of our time.  I want my coaches to keep a good balance between work and family.  As coaches, we preach balance to our players.  What is true athletically is also true with the issues of life.  Pastors, teachers, staff ministers, parents, you need to find a balance between your ministry and your family and your personal life.

As pastors, teachers, staff ministers, parents, you are dads, mothers, mentors and teachers and shepherds to your congregation, your students and your children.  You have a great opportunity to teach others about life.  Having a healthy family life is a great testimony to your faith.  Showing others what a happy home life looks like is very important, especially in our society where the concept of family is almost non-existent.

A healthy and happy home starts with mom and dad.  The kids need to see mom and dad constantly relating, learning and growing together, especially in regard to their spiritual lives.  If they are on good terms with each other, then the family is usually in pretty good shape.  When there is respect without fear, things are usually pretty good.  Kids will be kids (since we are all saints and sinners), but they need to learn to respect their parents.  There needs to be a well-understood code or protocol.  Boundaries need to be set and everyone needs to know they are.  Everyone needs to know what is acceptable and what is not, especially from a biblical perspective.  

Parents of well-adjusted, Christian children intentionally set aside times to have fun and create memories.  The family gets together and talks, plays hard and prays hard.  Healthy families need to have a lot of fun.  It is the fun times that make for good memories.

Mike Singletary says there are three areas of life that helped to add health to his family:

1. Prayer.  There was a time when I thought that I could create a healthy home by organizing my time, arranging family events, planning vacations and setting up one-on-one time with my wife and kids.  Some of these disciplines are good, but I had a tendency to put my family on a schedule – my schedule.  My schedule still shapes much of what we do, but now I pray for wisdom as to how I can best serve my family and best take advantage of my available time.  I pray to know what to do and for the courage to do it when it needs to be done.  Moving to the leading of God’s Spirit is proving to be more effective than any schedule ever could.  Also, I make sure that we pray together as a family.

2. Communication.  My wife Kim and I sit down weekly to plan out the days.  We both want to understand the schedule.  We determine when we will go out on a date, who pick up the kids, etc., and we resolve the occasional problem when Kim can’t be in two places at once.  Every day during the week, we stay in close communication, using our cell phones.  Constant contact is crucial.  It keeps me involved and keeps Kim from becoming resentful.

3. Sacrifice. As a husband, parent and coach, I must ask myself, What am I going to give up?  I must be honest with my schedule and I must identify ways to best use my time.  For example, coaches tend to waste time chatting and talking with friends on the phone between meetings and practices.  I choose not to do that so I can finish my work and then leave to be with my family.  I constantly ask myself, Where can I cut back without hurting my coaching performance?  How can I create more time with my family?  How can I be more efficient to be more effective?  Shooting the breeze on the phone, lunch with the guys and handing around for a few laughs can be fun, but it would steal me from my family.  I have to ask, What I am going to give up?
Addendum 5
A young man learns what's most important in life
from the guy next door. 

It had been some time since Jack had seen the old man. College, girls, career, and life itself got in the way. In fact, Jack moved clear across the country in pursuit of his dreams. There, in the rush of his busy life, Jack had little time to think about the past and often no time to spend with his wife and son. He was working on his future, and nothing could stop him. 

Over the phone, his mother told him, "Mr. Belser died last night. The funeral is Wednesday." Memories flashed through his mind like an old newsreel as he sat quietly remembering his childhood days. "Jack, did you hear me?" "Oh, sorry, Mom.. Yes, I heard you. It's been so long since I thought of him. I'm sorry, but I honestly thought he died years ago," Jack said. "Well, he didn't forget you. Every time I saw him he'd ask how you were doing. He'd reminisce about the many days you spent over 'his side of the fence' as he put it," Mom told him. "I loved that old house he lived in," Jack said. "You know, Jack, after your father died, Mr. Belser stepped in to make sure you had a man's influence in your life," she said. "He's the one who taught me carpentry," he said. "I wouldn't be in this business if it weren't for him. He spent a lot of time teaching me things he thought were important...Mom, I'll be there for the funeral," Jack said.  

As busy as he was, he kept his word. Jack caught the next flight to his hometown. Mr. Belser's funeral was small and uneventful. He had no children of his own, and most of his relatives had passed away.  The night before he had to return home, Jack and his Mom stopped by to see the old house next door one more time.  Standing in the doorway, Jack paused for a moment. It was like crossing over into another dimension, a leap through space and time The house was exactly as he remembered. Every step held memories. Every picture, every piece of furniture...Jack stopped suddenly. "What's wrong, Jack?" his Mom asked. "The box is gone," he said.  "What box?" Mom asked.  "There was a small gold box that he kept locked on top of his desk. I must have asked him a thousand times what was inside. All he'd ever tell me was 'the thing I value most,'" Jack said. 

It was gone.. Everything about the house was exactly how Jack remembered it, except for the box. He figured someone from the Belser family had taken it. "Now I'll never know what was so valuable to him," Jack said. "I better get some sleep. I have an early flight home, Mom." 

It had been about two weeks since Mr. Belser died.  Returning home from work one day, Jack discovered a note in his mailbox. "Signature required on a package. No one at home. Please stop by the main post office within the next three days," the note read.  Early the next day Jack retrieved the package. The small box was old and looked like it had been mailed a hundred years ago.. The handwriting was difficult to read, but the return address caught his attention. "Mr. Harold Belser" it read.  Jack took the box out to his car and ripped open the package. There inside was the gold box and an envelope. Jack's hands shook as he read the note inside. 

"Upon my death, please forward this box and its contents to Jack Bennett. It's the thing I valued most in my life." A small key was taped to the letter. His heart racing, as tears filling his eyes, Jack carefully unlocked the box. There inside he found a beautiful gold pocket watch. 

Running his fingers slowly over the finely etched casing, he unlatched the cover. Inside he found these words engraved:  "Jack, Thanks for your time! – Harold Belser." "The thing he valued most was...my time." 

Jack held the watch for a few minutes, then called his office and cleared his appointments for the next two days. "Why?" Janette, his assistant asked.  "I need some time to spend with my son," he said.  "Oh, by the way Janette, thanks for your time!" 

"Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take but by the moments that take our breath away." 

Lighten up in Christ and live for him.
 

With love in Christ,
Ed
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