
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Lord Remembers”  
 

An Isagogical Study  

of the Book of Zechariah     
 

“A Major Message from a Minor Prophet  

with a special emphasis on Messianic 

prophecies and connections” 

 
Presented at the South Central District (WELS) 

Pastor- Teacher- Delegate Study Conference 

at Holy Word Ev. Lutheran Church in Austin, Texas 

January 26-27, 2007 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                       Pastor David Kapler              

                                                                               Trinity Lutheran Church – WELS 

                                                                                     Mountain Home, Arkansas      
                                                                                                        



 

Introduction and Background 
 

     “The Lord remembers.”  Literally, the prophet Zechariah’s name means just that in the 

Hebrew language.  “The Lord remembers.”  What a comforting name for any believer to have.  

What an excellent choice for a prophet whom the Lord called to assure his people that the Lord 

had not forgotten them nor his promises to them. 

     Zechariah began his prophetic ministry late in the year 520 BC.  Many of the people 

Zechariah served may have thought that God may have forgotten his promises to send a Savior.  

Almost immediately after the Fall into Sin, the Lord promised to send a descendant of the 

woman to crush the serpent’s head.  The Lord repeated his promise to send a Savior throughout 

the centuries.  About 1,500 years before Zechariah the Lord made promises to the patriarchs, 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to bless all peoples through one of their descendants.  Through the 

ceremonial laws that the Lord gave to Moses about 900 years before Zechariah’s time, the Lord 

pointed the people ahead to the promised Savior who would shed his blood for the sins of the 

people.  Through the prophets who served during the Golden Age of Israel to the prophets who 

served during the years of the divided kingdom, the Lord gave more and more details of how he 

would fulfill his promise. 

     But now it seemed like God had forgotten.  Two hundred years earlier, the Assyrians toppled 

the Northern Kingdom and carried survivors off into exile.  A little less than 70 years before 

Zechariah began his ministry the Babylonians had defeated the Southern Kingdom of Judah and 

carried a large portion of their remnant off into exile as well.  Yes, the Lord allowed them to 

return to the land of Judah just as he had promised.  But would the Lord keep the rest of his 

promises?  Could he keep his promises? 

     The first exiles had returned in 536 BC.  Enemy attacks as well as internal conflict and 

misplaced priorities had caused the rebuilding of the Temple to start and stop so many times that 

it seemed like they would never complete the project.  And even though the people had returned 

to their homeland, Judah was far from being a sovereign nation let alone a world super power.  

The sin of the people was so great at times that most would not have blamed the Lord if he 

finally said that he had had enough with the people and revoked all of his promises. 

     But the Lord did remember his promises and his people.  In October or November of 520 BC, 

the Lord called the prophet Zechariah to assure his people of that important, vital truth.  The 

Lord had remembered his promises.  No, Israel would not be a super power.  No, life would not 

go back to the way that it was before the exile.   

     But the Lord remembered and would keep the promises he had made to his people, and for all 

people.  The Lord inspired Zechariah in the early part of his ministry, which the first eight 

chapters cover, to encourage the people to complete rebuilding the temple.  The temple worship 

with its ceremonial laws pointed the people ahead to the promise of the Savior.  Once the Temple 

was rebuilt, the Lord shifted the emphasis of Zechariah’s ministry to assure the people with some 

of the clearest prophecies in the Old Testament about the Promised Savior.  Chapters 9-14 cover 

this latter part of Zechariah’s ministry.           

     When we think about Messianic prophecies, we often think about Isaiah or the Psalms.  But 

when it comes to specific prophecies about the promised Savior or events in his life, and 

especially events surrounding Holy Week, perhaps no other Old Testament book has a higher 

percentage of words dedicated to the promised Savior than Zechariah does.  While we do find 

Messianic prophecies and implications in the first eight chapters, the final six chapters especially 

point us to our Good Shepherd’s ministry and his suffering, death, and resurrection for our 

salvation.  The Lord has remembered each and every one of us in keeping his promises. 
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Chapter 1: 1-6                                                            October/ November 520 BC 
 

     Zechariah helps us date the beginning and other portions of his prophecy by referring to the 

reign of Darius, King of Persia.  From historical records we know that Darius ruled in Persia 

from 521-486 BC.  With that information we are able to pinpoint the beginning of Zechariah’s 

ministry, the eighth month of the second year of Darius’ reign, to October/ November of 520 BC.   

     Like any faithful messenger of the Lord, the prophet Zechariah calls the people to repent of 

their sins.  Zechariah does not list specific sins in his call to repent in his opening chapter.  

However, only a few months earlier Haggai had called the people to repent of investing their 

time, energy, and resources into their paneled houses while the Lord’s house lay in ruins.  Ezra 

does not give us any specific sins that he addressed in the chapters that preceded Zechariah’s 

ministry (chapters 1-4), nor in the chapters that coincided (5-6).  Later, Zechariah will address 

other specific sins of the people during his ministry in chapter 7. 

     Zechariah reminded the people how the Lord dealt with their impenitent forefathers.  He 

urged them to turn to the Lord with repentant hearts.  The Holy Spirit works powerfully through 

his Word.  The people repented of their sins.  They confessed that the Lord had given them what 

they deserved for their sinful ways and practices.   

 

Chapter 1:7 – 6:15                                                                       February 519 BC 
 

Eight Visions to Encourage God’s People 
 

Vision 1 - The Horseman among the Myrtle Trees (1:7-17) 
 

     About 3 months later, the Holy Spirit inspired Zechariah with eight visions to encourage 

God’s people.  In the first vision Zechariah sees a man, the angel of the Lord, riding a red horse 

and then standing among some myrtle trees in a ravine.  The Lord also showed him red, brown, 

and white horses behind the angel of the Lord, which the Lord had sent to go out throughout the 

earth.  They had returned and reported that all the nations felt at peace. 

     The angel of the Lord asks why Jerusalem was still feeling God’s anger.  The Lord comforted 

them through the angel, saying that he was jealous for Jerusalem and angry at the nations. The 

Lord also promised that his house would be rebuilt in Jerusalem and that the towns would 

overflow with prosperity.  The Lord would remember his promise by punishing the nations that 

felt secure and give mercy and security to his people in Jerusalem by having his house rebuilt 

and by making his people prosper as well. 

 

Vision 2 – The Four Horns and the Four Craftsmen (1:18-21) 
 

     Zechariah’s second vision builds on the first one.  The four horns, which represent strength, 

are those nations which had scattered God’s people, Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.  Those nations 

included Assyria, Egypt, Babylonia, and Medo-Persia.  Ironically the four craftsmen who had 

come to overthrow the four horns included some of those same nations plus an additional one:  

Egypt, Babylonia, Persia, and Greece.  As craftsmen they had come to rebuild Jerusalem, but for 

their own desires.  Egypt had come to overthrow Assyria so that they could rebuild Jerusalem.  

In return, Babylon came to overthrow Egypt.  The Medo-Persians overthrew Babylon, and 

finally Greece would overthrow Persia.  The Lord used one strong nation after another to 

devastate the previous nation that had gone too far by scattering the people of Judah.  In the end, 

the Lord would see to it that his house would be rebuilt.        
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     The third vision builds on the previous two.  With the assurance that the Lord would punish 

the nations that hindered the building of his house, the Lord inspired Zechariah to prophecy 

concerning the rebuilding of his people.  A young man with a measuring line went to Jerusalem 

to find the dimensions of the city.  An angel told him not to bother.   Jerusalem would not even 

have walls.  The Lord would fill the city with people and livestock.  Jerusalem would not need 

walls to protect her from enemies either.  The Lord himself would be a wall of fire to protect his 

people from enemies, just as he had done for his people on their way out of Egypt to the 

Promised Land.  The Lord had remembered.   

     The Lord then invited and urged more exiles to return from Babylon to Jerusalem.  The Lord 

considers his people the apple of his eye.  So precious are we in his sight.  He does not want 

anyone to miss out on the blessings of his gracious promises that he will never forget.   

     Here we have the first reference to the Lord remembering his promise to send his Savior.  The 

Lord declared that he himself was coming to live among them.  Verse 11 points ahead to the 

New Testament Church and the fact that the Lord’s promised Savior is intended for all people of 

all nations.  In Jesus’ Great Commission to “Go and make disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 

28:18-20), we hear how the Lord remembered his promise given to Abraham and his 

descendants to bless all nations through his offspring.  The Lord remembered to bless and protect 

his people, especially by coming to live among us.  Jesus also remembered to expand his church 

by including other nations as well. 

 

Vision 4 – Clean Garments for the High Priest (chapter 3) 
 

     Zechariah’s fourth vision offers us the clearest and most comforting illustration of the 

doctrine of justification found in Scripture or anywhere else.  Joshua, the high priest, is standing 

trial in the ultimate Supreme Court room before the Lord who is the Judge.  Satan stands at 

Joshua’s right side as the prosecuting attorney to accuse Joshua of all the sins that he has tempted 

the high priest to fall into.  Satan knows our every weakness.  He knew Joshua’s as well.  Satan 

had enough evidence to put Joshua away for eternity, just as he could do with each of us. 

     But wait a minute.  The just and holy God, who cannot show any impartiality, who cannot 

simply turn his head the other way and ignore sin, calls Satan in contempt of court.  “The Lord 

rebuke, you Satan!,” he declares.  “The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you.” 

     The Lord, our holy Judge, explains how he can justly justify us.  “Is not this man a burning 

stick snatched from the fire?”  Each and every one of us was teetering on the gates of Hell.  The 

flames of damnation were licking at our heels.  However, our gracious Lord reached down from 

his heavenly throne and snatched us out of the fires of his burning wrath that we deserved.   

     The Lord carries the illustration a step further.  He pictures the benefits of our Savior’s work 

for us.  Joshua’s filthy clothes represent his sins.  The Lord orders the angel to take off Joshua’s 

filthy clothes.  Notice that we cannot remove our sins.  The Lord has to do it for us.  The Lord 

has taken away our sins through the Promised Savior as Zechariah will point to in later chapters.  

     In exchange, the Lord also clothes us with rich garments.  As a just and holy judge he 

demands a perfectly clean and righteous life in all of our thoughts, words, and actions.  Sinful 

human beings cannot live that kind of life no matter how hard we try.  Only Jesus was tempted 

“in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  By grace, however, Jesus 

willingly put on our filthy rags of sin and suffered the consequences.  In exchange Jesus has 

clothed us with his perfect life of obedience.  About two centuries earlier Isaiah praised God 

because in Christ the Lord “has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe 

of righteousness” (61:10).  Paul tells us in Galatians that “all of you who have been baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (3:27).   
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sanctification in his charge to Joshua.  The Lord tells his high priest to live his life and to carry 

out his ministry in light of God’s justifying grace.  The Lord told Joshua that he would enjoy 

even more blessings as he faithfully served the Lord by having the privilege of serving as the 

spiritual leader of God’s people.  By staying in faith Joshua could also look forward to having a 

place beside the angels in heaven. 

     The Lord then tells Joshua and his associates that as high priests they were symbolic of the 

Great High Priest whom he would remember to send for them and for all people.  About 200 

years earlier the Lord had promised through Isaiah, “In that day the Branch of the Lord will be 

beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the pride and the glory of the survivors in 

Israel” (4:2).  In chapter 11, Isaiah gave more details of this metaphor of our promised Savior: 

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit” (vs. 1).                               

     Prior to the exile into Babylon, the Lord used this same metaphor to point the people ahead to 

the promised Savior as Jeremiah wrote: “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will 

raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right 

in the land.  In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by 

which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness” (23:5 and 33:15 very similar).  

     The Lord had not forgotten his promises.  Through Zechariah, the Lord assured Joshua and 

his associates: “I am going to bring my servant, the Branch” (3:8).  The Lord then told Joshua 

that he would hold himself accountable to keep this promise.  In front of Joshua, the Lord set a 

stone, which is often a picture the Bible uses of the promised Savior (see Psalm 118:22-23, 

Isaiah 8:13-15, 28:16, Daniel 2:35, 45, Matthew 21:42, Ephesians 2:19-22, and 1 Peter 2:6-8).  

The seven eyes would watch over God’s people and his promise.  The number “7” often 

symbolizes interaction between God and mankind on our behalf.  The Lord would even engrave 

an inscription on the stone, which would seal his deal.  The Lord would remember his promise!   

     He would remove the sin of his people (see verse 4) in a single day.  On Good Friday the 

Great High Priest and sacrificial Lamb of God took away the sins of the world.  No need for the 

sacrifices that Joshua and other priests offered day after day.  They served as symbols pointing 

people ahead to Jesus, the Great High Priest.  Jesus sacrificed for their sins once and for all when 

he suffered and died on the cross (Hebrews 7: 26-27).  On the basis of our Savior’s sacrifice, 

believers can enjoy peace and fellowship with one another. 
 

Vision 5 – The Golden Lamp Stand and Two Olive Trees (chapter 4) 
 

     Assured that their High Priest, Joshua, stood righteous before the Lord because of the 

promised Branch, the Lord gives Zechariah another vision.  In the vision of the golden lamp 

stand and two olive trees the Lord assures the people that his anointed leaders would rebuild his 

house.  The Lord had not forgotten them.   

     Zechariah sees a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top, with seven channels to the 

lights.  God’s “word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105).  The Lord 

also makes that connection in the angels’ words to Zechariah: “’Not by might nor by power, but 

by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty” (4:6).  Through the inspired Word of God the Holy Spirit 

calls us by the Gospel, enlightens us with his gifts, sanctifies, and keeps us in the one true faith.  

The understanding that the number “7” symbolizes the interaction between the Lord and people 

fits well here, as it pertains to the use of God’s Word.   

     Through the life-giving light of God’s Word, the Spirit would remove any mountain that 

stood in the way, whether mountains of opposition or the people’s reluctance to persevere.  The 

Lord’s anointed, Zerubbabel, had already laid the foundation.  The Lord promised that he would 

also complete it.  They would see that the Lord would remember his promise as Zerubbabel 

brought out the capstone.  Then they would know that the Lord had remembered this promise as 

well.  They could rejoice in God’s promise as they witnessed it fulfillment from start to finish.      
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     Zechariah also speaks about the capstone, the last stone to be put in place to mark the 

completion of the temple restoration.  The capstone also serves as a symbol of Christ (see Psalm 

118:22, Matthew 21:42, Mark 12: 10-11, Luke 20:17; also Acts 4:11, Ephesians 2:20, and 1 

Peter 2:7).  People rejoice at the blessing of Christ, our cornerstone. 

     People can rejoice in all the small steps that lead up to the fulfillment of God’s promises.  

Even seeing a plumb line in Zerubbabel’s hands to begin the next step would bring them joy 

because the Lord would remember to fulfill his promise.  The people could persevere even 

through all of the small steps.  Once again, the Lord’s eyes would watch over all of this.   
 

Visions 6 and 7 – The Flying Scroll and The Woman in a Basket (chapter 5) 
 

     Chapter 5 contains two visions very close in meaning.  Both speak of removing sin from the 

land of Judah.  In the first of these visions Zechariah sees a flying scroll, 30 feet long and 15 feet 

wide.  It represented God’s Law, which he would send swiftly throughout the whole land of 

Judah.  God’s Law would carry out the curse against those who continue in their sin, specifically 

theft and false swearing.  The Lord takes sin seriously!  He would purge sinners from the land. 

     In the second vision, Zechariah sees a measuring basket containing a woman who represents 

the iniquity and wickedness of the people.  The angel is able to put a lead cover on the basket to 

suppress the sin of the people.  Two angels appear to take the basket of the sinful system of the 

land to Babylon so that the sin can dwell there instead, where it more properly belongs. 
 

Vision 8 – The Four Chariots (chapter 6) 
 

     Zechariah’s eighth vision serves as a bookend together with the first vision.  Like the first 

vision the Lord shows that he controls the events of his-story.  He would conquer the nations that 

oppressed his people at that time.  The order and the color of horses differ as well as some other 

details.  However, the Lord’s point is the same.  The Lord keeps watch over the whole earth and 

will work everything out for his people.   
 

The Symbolic Crowning of Joshua the High Priest (6:9-15) 
 

     The symbolic crowning of Joshua serves as an addendum to this portion of Zechariah’s eight 

visions.  The Lord tells Zechariah to take silver and gold from some exiles who returned from 

Babylon.  With the gold and silver, the Lord told the prophet to make a crown to place on the 

high priest, Joshua.  Again, Joshua is symbolic of things to come.  The Branch represents the 

promised Savior (see the third vision in 3: 8).  Jesus would fulfill the offices of High Priest and 

King.  Jesus would establish harmony between the two offices (verse 13) as our Great High 

Priest (Hebrews 2:14-18 and 4:14-5:10) and as our King (John 18: 33-37 and Ephesians 1: 19-

23).  As our Prophet, Priest, and King, Jesus builds his Church on the firm foundation of his 

Word (see Matthew 16:18 and Ephesians 2:19-22).   

     As the Lord brings more and more people into his Church, he delights to use believers who 

are “far away” in relation to place and time to join him in building his Church as we proclaim the 

Gospel.   Yes, the Lord remembered the people of Judah.  The Lord also remembered us.  He 

preserved the people of Judah to preserve the line of the Savior for them as well as for us.  As the 

Lord sends his church to carry out his Great Commission, he shows just how many people he 

remembers because of his mercy. While the visions especially brought great comfort to believers 

in Zechariah’s time, they also bring us great comfort as well.  The same Lord continues to 

remember us.  He watches and rules over the nations for our sake.  As our Great High Priest he 

remembers to speak to the Father in our defense on the basis of his sacrifice, which has washed 

away our sins and clothed us with his righteousness! 
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Zechariah Calls the People to Repent – Chapter 7 
 

     From Zechariah’s time reference it seems that almost two years had gone by before the Holy 

Spirit inspired the prophet to record his words for us again.  It would also appear that during 

those two years Zechariah continued to serve the Lord as a prophet in Judah.  Through his 

faithful ministry and that of Joshua the high priest as well as other prophets and priests, the Lord 

continued to use his law to show the people their sins.  People from the town of Bethel wondered 

if they had to continue mourning and fasting in the fifth month of the year, as they had done 

since they were sent into exile during that month 70 years earlier.     

     The Lord tells Zechariah to ask them if they were simply going through the motions when 

they fasted and mourned as well as when they had a feast.  “Was it really for me?”  The Lord 

asked them.  The Lord had sent prophets to warn their forefathers about this for hundreds of 

years before they were finally sent off into exile.   

     The Lord wants his people to live their lives in light of their faith in the promised Savior.  He 

tells us to show true justice, mercy and compassion to one another.  The Lord forbids his people 

to take advantage of the less fortunate or to think evil of others.  This is what the Lord called 

their forefathers to do as well.  However, they hardened their hearts as well as their ears to the 

Word of God the prophets had proclaimed.  As a result the Lord Almighty was angry with their 

forefathers.  Since they would not listen to his call to repent, the Lord refused to listen to them.  

The Lord sent them into exile because of their going through the motions style of worship. 
 

The Lord Promises Good to His People – Chapter 8 
 

     Obviously the Holy Spirit used the Law Zechariah preached to bring the people to repentance.  

The Lord now promised good to his penitent people.  The Lord then told his people how jealous 

he was for them.  He loved them dearly and wanted to hold onto them.  As a result he would 

return to Jerusalem.  The temple would be rebuilt.  The truth of his Word would reign supreme 

there.  The streets would be peaceful so that people could grow to a ripe old age.  Children could 

play safely in the streets.   

     The Lord would also bring back more people to Jerusalem and preserve a faithful remnant of 

believers, who looked forward with faith to the promised Savior.  The Lord would bless them 

with peace by protecting them from their enemies.  He would bless their land and their crops and 

consequently their economy.   

     Therefore, Zechariah urged the people to continue to be hard at work.  He encouraged them to 

show their gratitude for all of the Lord’s blessings by speaking the truth to each other, by 

carrying out justice in their courts, and by avoiding anything that could bring harm to others.  

The months during which they had fasted would become times to celebrate.  God’s people love 

living in the truth and peace that the Lord promised through his Son.  They reflect that joy as 

they live with each other in light of that saving peace.  The Lord remembered.  Keep working.  

The Lord is determined to bless his people.   

     The Lord not only remembered the people of Judah.  He also remembered people of other 

nations, including us.  As people from other nations heard how the Lord had blessed Judah with 

the truth and peace of his grace, they too would come to the Lord for his mercy.  The Great 

Commission would also be carried out as “many peoples and many powerful nations” would 

come to learn about the one true God. 

     The Lord continues to work through his Law and Gospel that his messengers proclaim today.  

his Law calls us to repent of our sins.  The Gospel of forgiveness, peace, and salvation through 

Jesus gives us reason to celebrate.  May our gracious Lord lead others to grab hold of the hems 

of our clothes to come with us to celebrate his grace for all people of all nations! 
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Chapters 9-14                                                                                      post 480 BC 
 

Prophecies of the Messianic King 
 

The Savior will Come as a Remarkable King (Palm Sunday) – Chapter 9  
 

     The first three sections of Zechariah give very clear references to help us pinpoint the date 

that particular word of the Lord came to Zechariah.  We have no such time reference in chapter 

9.  It appears that the rebuilding of the house of the Lord, the temple, had been completed.  As a 

result the Lord shifts Zechariah’s message from one of encouragement to complete the temple to 

a message of encouragement to remember the purpose of the temple.  The Lord had remembered 

his promise to send a Savior to rescue us from our sins.  The Lord now inspired Zechariah to 

give us some of the clearest prophecies concerning our Messianic King, especially some of the 

events surrounding our Savior’s suffering and death for our salvation!    

     The first prophecy pointing ahead to Jesus pictures our Savior as a remarkable King.  Judah 

still faced enemies on every side:  Hadrach, Hamath, Tyre, Sidon, Gaza, Ekron, Ashkelon, 

Ashdod, and Philstia.  Yes, some of them had great skills.  Others had built up strongholds.  Still 

others had an abundance of silver and gold.  However, when the Lord stands against someone all 

the possessions in the world will not be able to withstand him.  The Lord promised to take away 

their possessions, to destroy their power, and to consume them by fire.  Some would lose their 

kings.  Others would see their nations deserted.  Still others would have foreigners occupy them.  

The Lord would cut off their pride.  At the same time the Lord would watch over and defend his 

people and his house.  He would remember his promise. 

     While the Lord would bring down the mighty kings, he also promised to raise up a humble 

King who would rule an eternal, universal kingdom!  Zechariah invites the people of Jerusalem 

to rejoice and shout as this remarkable King came into Jerusalem, righteous and having 

salvation.  He would come as a humble King, gentle and riding on a beast of burden.  Because of 

the burden of our sins, guilt, and punishment that Jesus came to carry on himself, he would 

proclaim peace.  The Savior King would rule in the hearts of people from all nations, from sea to 

sea and to the ends of the earth.   

     The Lord’s King would bring salvation and peace through his blood, the New Covenant, and 

free us from the waterless pit of hell.  As our Mighty Fortress, he captivates us with hope, 

promising to restore twice as much to us.  The believers in Judah would not only enjoy earthly 

peace in their land.  He would double their blessings by giving them an eternal peace in heaven.   

The King would use Judah as his bow, and Ephraim as the arrow to proclaim the Sword of the 

Spirit, the Word of God, to people of all nations.   

     It would seem like a long time for many in the faithful remnant.  But suddenly, the Lord 

would bring judgment against the hostile nations.  The Lord would equip his people and shield 

them to stand against their enemies.  After all the Lord looks on his people as his flock to take 

care of.  He considers his people jewels, fit for a crown.  Clothed in his redeeming grace and 

righteousness, we are attractive and beautiful to our Lord.  God’s people thrive in his grace. 

     Five centuries later, the Lord remembered his promise.  Jesus rode into Jerusalem as the 

righteous Son of God.  Jesus rode in on a donkey to carry the burden of our sins on himself.  By 

his blood of the new covenant, which we receive in his Holy Supper, Jesus gives us peace, 

freedom, and salvation.  The Lord remembered his promise as our Savior sent his disciples out to 

proclaim that peace to people of other nations.   
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     The Holy Spirit inspired a number of writers to picture the role of a king with that of a 

shepherd.  Just as a king is to protect his people from outside enemies, shepherds are to protect 

their sheep from enemies.  David was a shepherd and then a king.  The Lord would remember his 

promise to send a Savior to serve as our King and as our Shepherd. 

     Only the Lord can answers our prayers.  Ask him for rain because it is he alone who gives the 

showers and plants for everyone.  Idols do nothing, and their “prophets” lie and offer comfort in 

vain.  The Lord had called people to shepherd his flock, but they did not care for his people.  The 

Lord’s anger burned against them.  As a result the people wandered like oppressed sheep.     

     As the faithful Shepherd, the Lord would care for his flock and make them like a proud horse 

for battle.  From the line of Judah would come the cornerstone for our faith, our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  From Judah would come the tent peg to hold his church firmly in place in his Word.  

From Judah would come the battle bow, the Word of God to carry to the ends of the earth.  As 

Christ rules in our hearts through the Gospel, every believer reigns with him as members of his 

royal priesthood of believers.   

     Together they will do battle.  With the Lord on their side they would fight and overthrow their 

enemies.  The Lord would strengthen the people connected to the line of the promised Savior and 

save the house of Joseph.  The Lord would restore them because he had compassion on them.  

They would remember the Lord.  The Ephraim side of Joseph’s line would also fight well in 

battle.  They and their children would rejoice in the Lord.  The Lord would humble Egypt and 

Assyria, and bring Ephraim and their children back from those places.  He would give them 

strength to walk in his name.  They would be fruitful and multiply in the Promised Land.   

     In the opening verses of chapter 11, Zechariah graphically pictures his judgment against 

Judah’s enemies.  The Lord would bring judgment on Lebanon and Bashan by striking at their 

greatest resources – their cedars and oaks.  Their shepherds would wail because they no longer 

would have a place to feed their flocks.  The lions would no longer feed in the lush thickets. 
 

The Faithful Shepherd and His Two Staffs (Judas’ betrayal) – Chapter 11 
 

     The Lord says to pasture his flock.  Even though their oppressors had marked them for 

slaughter, and even though their shepherds did nothing to spare them, the Lord wanted them to 

be fed.  The Lord would no longer have pity on the impenitent people of the land.  He would 

hand them over to each other for slaughter.  The Lord pastured the flock, especially those who 

were oppressed.  The Lord got rid of three unfaithful shepherds in one month.   

     The Lord used two staffs to pasture the flock, one called Favor, the other Union.  The flock 

detested the Lord, so He grew weary of them.  The Lord is patient with us, not wanting anyone to 

perish.  But eventually the Lord’s patience runs out.  If people continue to resist and abuse his 

grace long enough, he will not force his grace on them.  Their time of grace will come to an end.  

He will no longer shepherd them.  The Lord broke his staff called Favor, revoking the covenant 

he had made with the nations.   

     The Lord inspired Zechariah to give another clear prophecy of our Savior’s suffering and 

agony.  The Lord told the people that if they thought his care as their shepherd was worthwhile, 

they could pay him.  They gave him 30 pieces of silver.  The Lord told Zechariah to throw it to 

the potter.   He was insulted at the “handsome” price that they put on him.  Zechariah threw the 

coins into the house of the Lord.  These words pointed ahead to another prophecy of the Savior.  

The Lord remembered his promise as he allowed Judas to betray Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.     

     The Lord then broke the second staff called “Union” breaking the brotherhood between Judah 

and Israel.  The Lord said to take the equipment of a foolish shepherd.  He would raise up a 

shepherd who would not care for the people at all, but would tear them to pieces.  The Lord 

pronounced woe to the worthless shepherds and to the sheep who followed them. 



              The Lord will give Jerusalem strength – Chapter 12a                       9 
 

     The Lord, the Creator of all, declares that he will make Jerusalem like a cup of poison to her 

enemies, like an immovable rock.  The Lord would bring harm on her enemies, while keeping a 

watchful eye over his people.  They would realize that they were strong because of the Lord.  

They would bring judgment on the nations, consuming them like fire consumes sheaves.   

     At the same time, the Lord would save the dwellings of Judah, including David’s house and 

Jerusalem’s inhabitants.  The Lord would shield and strengthen all of them.  The nations would 

be destroyed.   

     The city of Jerusalem is no longer an immovable rock.  The Lord has not forgotten his 

promise.  The Church is the New Testament Jerusalem.  As long as the church remains founded 

on Jesus Christ and his inspired Word, it will remain immoveable.  When Peter confessed to 

Jesus, “‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’  Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you Simon, 

Son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  And I tell 

you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it’” (Matthew 16:16-18).  The Lord remembers his promise.  He will preserve his 

church against her enemies to the end when he brings judgment on them.    

 

The people will mourn for the pierced Shepherd (Crucifixion) – Chs. 12b -13a 

 
     The Lord inspired Zechariah to make another reference to the promised Savior’s suffering and 

death.  “They will look on me, the one they have pierced.”  As the believing remnant stood there 

at the scene of our Savior’s crucifixion they could recall these words of Zechariah and be assured 

that the Lord had indeed remembered.  Jesus was pierced with thorns on his scalp.  Nails pierced 

his hands to fasten our Savior to the cross.  The soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a sword to con-

firm that Jesus had actually died.  Yes, the Lord remembered his promise, as painful as it was.   

     As the believing remnant heard and joined in the mourning and grieving, they would also 

realize that the Lord had remembered this promise that Zechariah had made.  Zechariah 

compares the mourning to that which took place at Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.  In 2 

Chronicles 35:20-27, we learn that one of Judah’s most faithful kings was shot by archers and 

killed on the plains of Megiddo.  Jeremiah composed laments for Josiah which became a 

tradition for the people to sing.  Just as the people mourned the death of their great and faithful 

king, Josiah, they would also mourn for the great and faithful Savior, King Jesus.   

 

The Good Shepherd will Cleanse the people from sin (Good Friday) – Ch. 13b 
 

     Our familiar Lenten hymn, “There is a Fountain Filled with Blood,” is based on these words 

from Zechariah.  Prophets often use the phrase “On that day” to speak about the New Testament 

era.  In a general sense, Zechariah uses that term in this way three times in this chapter.  

However, the first use of the phrase can be narrowed down to one particular day in the New 

Testament era, Good Friday.  It was on that day that the Lord opened the fountain of our Savior’s 

blood on the cross to cleanse us and all people from our sins and impurities.   

     Of course, the fountain of our Savior’s blood continues to flow in a sense through his Word 

and sacraments.  Through these means, the Lord assures us that our Savior’s blood was shed to 

pay for our sins.  And in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus actually gives us his blood in, with, and under 

the wine to seal his forgiveness to us.   

     In the New Testament era, the Lord would banish idols “from the land,” his church.  They 

would no longer be remembered by people who bowed down to worship them.  Believers could 

also use the Word of God to recognize and rebuke false teachings.  Friends don’t let friends teach  
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falsely.  It is an act of friendship to lovingly correct and even rebuke those who teach falsely.  

The Lord has remembered this promise as well.  It found partial fulfillment in Zechariah’s day 

and in the New Testament Church.  It will find complete and perfect fulfillment in our heavenly 

home. 
 

The sheep will abandon the Good Shepherd when he is struck (Gethsemane) 

  
     Zechariah does not place his prophecies of the promised Savior in chronological order.  After 

speaking about events concerning our Savior’s suffering and death, the Lord inspired him to go 

back into Gethsemane on the night before. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”    

As the disciples deserted Jesus and fled when he allowed the soldiers to arrest him, they could 

have recalled these words as well to see that the Lord had remembered his promises.   

     The Lord calls for the sword to awake against his shepherd.  The Lord describes this shepherd 

as “the one who is close to me.”  Those words fit his one and only begotten, Son, Jesus Christ.  

The Lord would allow his Son to be put to death.  The people had devised in their hearts that 

they would kill Jesus.  The Lord did not allow it to happen for some time.  And so their plot was 

sleeping.  The Lord himself would call that sword to awake so that our Good Shepherd could lay 

down his life for us, his sheep.  Again the Lord remembered his promise to win our salvation.     

     Sadly, many people, who seem like a large majority, would not believe in Zechariah’s day, in 

Jesus’ day, and in our day.   Yet, the Lord always preserves his remnant of believers.  The Lord 

refines that minority like silver and gold (see 1 Peter 1: 6-7).  Those whom the Lord refines, he 

gives faith so that we call on His name.  He answers our prayers.  He is pleased to call us “his 

people” (see 1 Peter 2:9-10).  And we gladly call him “our God.”  The Lord continues to 

remember his promises for us, his sheep today.   
 

The Lord will Come to Reign – Chapter 14 
 

The Ascended Lord will rule the nations – 14: 1 – 5 
 

     The Lord did not inspire Zechariah to make a specific promise about our Savior’s resurrection 

from the dead.  However, through Zechariah, the Lord did make promises about our ascended 

Savior.  As our ascended Savior, Jesus would rule the nations.   

     “A day of the Lord is coming,” Zechariah writes.  In the New Testament “Day” the Lord does 

allow the nations to attack the church.  From the day our crucified and risen Savior ascended into 

heaven through this very day, unbelievers have persecuted the church to one degree or another.  

Sadly some people fall away, or “go into exile” as Zechariah describes it here.  The rest of the 

people the Lord will preserve in faith.  They will remain in the city, his church.   

     The Lord will go out and fight against those nations.  As our ascended Savior our Lord rules 

over the nations.  Our risen Savior testified that the Lord had remembered this promise as well.  

Just before Jesus ascended into heaven he said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have com-

manded you.  And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).       

     Paul also tells us that the Lord has remembered Zechariah’s promise in his letter to the 

Ephesians.  “That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far 

above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in 

the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and 

appointed him to be head over everything for the church” (1:19b-22). 
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     Wherever his Word is proclaimed Jesus plants his feet and does battle for the members of his 

church.  He protects us and keeps us in faith as we flee for refuge in the valley he provides for 

us.  Then, the Lord will come to judge the nations.  All his holy ones will accompany him.  The 

holy angels will come with him (see Matthew 16:27, 25:31, and Jude 14).  In his first letter to the 

Thessalonians, Paul tells us that believers who have fallen asleep with faith in Jesus will also 

come with him.  They, too, are holy, clothed in the robe of our Savior’s righteousness.  The Lord 

has not forgotten.  That Day is coming.  He will remember this promise as well. 
  

The Lord will Reign forever – 14:6-21 
 

     While Zechariah’s words, “On that day” could refer to Judgment Day, it seems more likely to 

be pointing towards eternity, which does begin on Judgment Day.  Weather and darkness will no 

longer have adverse affects on us.  Time will no longer be a factor (see Revelation 21:23-25, 

22:5).   

     Zechariah prophesies that living water will flow out from heaven, just as John does in 

Revelation 22: 1-12.  All believers from the east and from the west will enjoy the blessings of 

God’s grace unceasingly.  It will not dry out as streams do in summer.  Nor will it freeze as water 

does in the winter.  We will recognize our Lord’s Name as the only name given under heaven by 

which we could have been saved.  Everywhere other than Jerusalem, that is, heaven, will be like 

wasteland.  No one will be able to attack our heavenly home.  The Lord will have a buffer zone 

between heaven and hell (Luke 16:26).  The Lord will remember to bless us in our eternal home 

in heaven. 

     The Lord would also remember to carry out judgment against the impenitent.  Their flesh 

along with all of their body parts will be in a constant state of decay.  On Judgment Day they will 

panic.  All life long unbelievers try to act cool and calm.  They carry on with sin as if they will 

never have to give an account.  However, on that Day they will panic.  They will not escape.  

The Lord will also remember his promise to condemn those who rejected his saving grace.    

     Before that Day actually comes, the Lord promised to convert some of those who acted as 

enemies of God’s people.  Saul, who at one time persecuted the church, thanked God for 

remembering this promise.  After his conversion, Paul worshiped the Lord whom he had 

formerly persecuted.  Of course by nature, we were all hostile toward God (Romans 8:7).  We 

too thank God that he has remembered his promise by converting us before that Day.  Those who 

did not convert will face God’s judgment.   

     “On that day,” in eternity, believers will worship the Lord throughout eternity.  We will 

recognize that everything is intended to glorify God, even the cooking pots that prepared the 

food the Lord had given to us.  No Canaanites, that is, unbelievers, will be allowed in heaven, 

God’s house.  He will have separated the weeds from the wheat, the sheep from the goats.  The 

Lord will indeed remember this promise too.   
 

Conclusion 
 

     “The Lord remembers.”  That’s what Zechariah’s name means.  As the people of Judah 

rebuilt the temple and looked ahead to God’s promise to send a Savior, Zechariah’s name and 

message brought them great comfort.  The Lord remembered all of those promises.  As we read 

through the Gospel accounts, especially concerning our Savior’s suffering and death, and see 

Zechariah’s words fulfilled in Jesus, what great comfort we have as well.  The Lord has 

remembered us, the members of his Church.  He has made numerous other promises through 

Zechariah and other prophets about the future of his church and about our eternity.  The Lord 

will continue to remember us and fulfill all those promises for us as well! 
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Messianic Prophecies with Specific Events in the Life of Jesus 
 

Chapter 2 - 
 

2:10 – The Lord promises to come and live among his people – the Savior.  INCARNATION 
  

 

Chapter 3 –  
 

3:9 - He would remove the sin of his people in a single day (GOOD FRIDAY).  No need for the   

         sacrifices that Joshua and other priests offered day after day.  Jesus sacrificed for their sins  

         once and for all (Hebrews 7: 26-27). 
 

Chapter 9 – 
 

9: 9ff - The humble King will bring salvation (PALM SUNDAY).  Zechariah invites the people  

            of Jerusalem to rejoice and shout at the coming King.  He would come righteous and  

            having salvation for his people.  He would come as a humble King. 

                 He would bring peace and proclaim that peace by ruling in the hearts of people from  

            all nations.  The Lord’s King would bring salvation and peace through his blood, the  

            New Covenant, and free us from the waterless pit of hell.  This King is also our Mighty  

            Fortress.  He captivates us with hope, promising to restore twice as much to us.   
 

Chapter 11 – 
 

11:12-13 - They gave him 30 pieces of silver.  The Lord told Zechariah to throw it to the potter,  

                  insulted at the “handsome” price they put on him, so Zechariah threw them into the  

                  house of the Lord to the potter – prophecy of JUDAS’ BETRAYAL.     
 

Chapter 12 – 
 

12:10ff   People will mourn over the one they have pierced – the CRUCIFIXION. 

 

Chapter 13 – 
 

13:1 - “A fountain will be opened to cleanse us from sin – JESUS’ BLOOD SHED ON THE  

            CROSS. 
 

13:7ff – ARREST in GETHSEMANE.  DISCIPLES FLEE when the Shepherd is struck. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prophecies with Messianic Connections and Blessings 
 

2:11 – The GREAT COMMISSION would be carried out as many nations join together.  Also  

           fulfills promise to Abraham.  The Lord remembered!   

 

3:1ff – JUSTIFICATION – As the Lord rebukes Satan, then tells an angel of the Lord to take off  

           Johua’s filthy clothes, which represent his sins.   In exchange, the Lord tells the angel of  

           the Lord to clothe Joshua with “rich garments,” which represent our Savior’s perfectly  

           righteous life of salvation (see Isaiah 61:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Galatians 3:27. 

 

3:8 – OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST - The Lord then tells Joshua that he and his fellow priests  

         were symbolic of things to come.  Their priesthood pointed the people ahead to the   

         promised Savior, the Branch (see Isaiah 4:2, 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5, and 33:15).   

 

3:9 – In front of Joshua, the Lord set a STONE, which is often a picture the Bible uses of the  

         promised Savior (Psalm 118:22-23, Isaiah 8:13-15, 28:16, Daniel 2:35, 45, Matthew 21:42,  

         Ephesians 2:19-22, and 1 Peter 2:6-8).   

 

3:10 – The GREAT COMMISSION would be carried out as people take part in friendship                    

           evangelism.   

   
4:7 – The CAPSTONE – the last stone to be put in place to mark the completion of the temple  

         restoration.  Also symbolic of Christ (Psalm 118:22, Matthew 21:42, Mark 12: 10-11, Luke  

         20:17; also Acts 4:11, Ephesians 2:20, and 1 Peter 2:7).  People rejoice at the blessing of  

         Christ, our cornerstone. 

 

6:9-15 - Joshua is symbolic of things to come.  The Branch represents the promised Savior (see  

              notes on chapter 3:8).  The Office of HIGH PRIEST and KING would both be fulfilled    

              by Jesus, harmony between the two (verse 13).  He will build the temple of the Lord  

              (see Matthew 16:18).    verse 15 – again part of the GREAT COMMISSION? 

 

8: 20ff - The GREAT COMMISSION would also be carried out as “many peoples and many  

               powerful nations” would come to learn about the one true God.      

 
14:1-6 – The ASCENDED SAVIOR will RULE the nations and DEFEND HIS CHURCH.                      
 

14:7ff – The ASCENDED SAVIOR will REIGN FOREVER in our heavenly home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Timeline for Zechariah in God’s Story  
 

2100 BC - The Promise to Abraham -   

 

1880 BC - The Famine of Joseph’s time - 

 

1800 – 1446 BC - The Captivity in Egypt - 

 

1446 BC - The Exodus – 

 

1050 – 930 BC - The Golden Age of Israel – 

 

930 BC - The Divided Kingdom – 

 

722 BC - The Downfall and Assyrian Captivity of the Northern Kingdom of Israel – 

 

586 BC - The Downfall and Babylonian Captivity of the Southern Kingdom of Judah – 

 

536 BC - The First return of exiles – 

 

536 – 516 BC - The rebuilding of the temple – 

 

     536-530 BC – Rebuilding hindered (Ezra 4:1-5) 

     530-520 BC – Rebuilding ceased (Ezra 4:24) 

     September 21, 520 BC – Rebuilding resumed (Haggai 1:12-15, Ezra 5:2)  

 

520 – 480 BC - Time of Zechariah’s prophecy (October/ November 520 – 480 BC) 

 

4/5 B.C. – The beginning of the fulfillment of God’s promises through Zechariah 

 

Contemporaries of Zechariah 

 

     Ezra 1-6 Mostly precedes (1-4), but a couple years overlap (520 – 518 BC, Ezra 5-6) 

 

     Haggai – began about two months earlier (August 29 – December 18, 520 BC)  

 

Only three prophets after Zechariah – Ezra (7-10), Nehemiah, and Malachi, (Esther as well)  

                                                                   458          445-415         438-415      483-473 BC 
 

 

Darius I rules Persia from 521-486 BC, (Xerxes followed until 464 BC) 


